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PUBLIC TIRED OF ‘OLD’ TY FACES 





Theatre TVers Would Try Shows 
‘On Exclusive Basis; Union Problems 





Convinced that theatre television+ 


cannot exist on sports alone, sev- 
eral : big-screen - video exhibitors 
are clamoring that it’s timé to try 
their -wings on an entertainment 
program designed exclusively for 
their new: medium. Even though 
they’d undoubtedly take a financial 
shellacking: on such a deal, since 
any straight entertainment show 
would: have: to be costly to compete 
with free home TV, they think it 
would ‘be: worth the loss now to 
gain the necessary experience and 
know-how. - - 

To date, though, no ore has come 
up: with -a solution to the thorny 
union problem. None of the talent 
or: craft union#g has any kind of 
scale established for theatre TV. 
Union execs are wary of rushing 
into such a program through fear 
of setting a precedent. Exhibs, too, 
fear they might overpay the unions 
during: these pioneering days, 
something which would undoubted- 
ly ‘react ‘against them in the fu- 
ture. As a result, it’s expected 
that the situation will be ironed out 
only on, the basis of long and in- 
volved huddles. 

It’s the union problem which has 
also precluded attempts of big- 
‘screen exhibs in some cities with 
only one or two video stations to 
feed regularly-scheduled commer- 
cial TV shows into their theatres. 
‘In. such cities, the stations have 
their pick of programs originating 
.on, all four. video networks, and 
some shows are necessarily unable 
to get air time. Exhibs think they 
could negotiate deals with the net- 
works. and.sponsors to bring the 
non-viewable programs into their 
theatres,. but here again no one 
can figure out the union scale for 
‘such .a -procedure. It’s thought, in 
fact, that the unions might demand 

(Continued on page 74) 


Non-Biased Hotel List 
For Negro Performers 
. To Be Issued by Equity 


List of 648 non-discriminatory 
hotels, ¥MCA’s, colleges, rooming 
houses and other places where 
Negro players may live while on 
tour, will be issued shortly by Ac- 
tors Equity. The spots are located 
in cities and towns in all parts of 
the country regularly playing legit 
Shows. It’s figured that with ex- 
pected additions, a revised list will 
Probably be issued every season. 

The list, compiled by the Joint 
Equity-League of N. Y. Theatres 
Committee on Hotel Accommoda- 
-tions, will be distributed to pro- 
‘ducers, advance men, company 
‘Managers, stage managers and 
-union deputies of touring shows. 
It was made up on the basis of 
replies from queries sent to 2,000 
hotels and lodging houses, plus 
first-hand reports of deputies and 
actors of shows that have played 
Various towns. 

Besides continuing to collect 

ata on the situation and issue 

(Continued on page 75) 








Petrillo Bullish On 


H’wood TV Dominance 


San Francisco, Oct. 2. 

Following confabs with Local 47 
(Hollywood) execs, prexy James C. 
Petrillo predicted that Hollywood 
would wind up the country’s top 
video origination point. Progress 
reports from John te Groen, prez, 
Phil Fischer, v.p., and Maury Paul, 
recording-sec. of Local 47, pointed 
to 42 pacts inked nationally on TV, 
including 21 in LA plus four nets, 
with more to follow. TV’s recap- 
ture of employment of musicians, 


due to radio downbeat, was 
stressed. 
Petrillo cited the Hollywood 


hypo indicated by Colgate’s ‘“Com- 
edy Hour,” which will beam 36 of 
its forthcoming 44 shows from the 
film town. Local 47 execs estimate 
that 70% of TV shows will origi- 
nate from there within the next 
two or three years. 


Ist Negro at Met; 
Legit Spotlighted 
In New Roster 





last year, which was Rudolf Bing’s 
first season as its general manager, 
the Metropolitan Opera Assn. -has 
come up with a few surprises for 
this new season. Announcing its 
roster yesterday (Tues.) for the 
51-52 season—its 67th—the, Met 
showed the addition of 16 new 
singers (one of the biggest of new 
crops ever), and the dropping of 
16 from last season’s rolls. 

If the new season’s setup isn’t 
as radical as last year’s — when 


(Continued on page 18) 


N.Y. Dept. Stores Use 
More Show Biz Names 
In Stepping Up Bally 


New York department stores are 
stepping up their exploitation ac- 
tivities by increasingly using show 
biz names. Last week Abraham & 
Straus, of Brooklyn, and Gimbel’s, 
Manhattan, went in for big promo- 
tions with entertainment figures. 

A&S produced two big shows 
daily during the week, with Tex 
and Jinx McCrary appearing every 
day. In addition, 40 other names 
participated in the “Music, TV 
and Book Week” fete, including 
Robert Merrill, Rise Stevens, Mimi 
Benzell, Faye Emerson, Robert 
4lda, Jan Peerce, Henry Morgan, 
| 44 and Pegeen Fitzgerald, Morey 


(Continued on page 75) 
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Continuing its streamlining of. 
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NBC, CRS DIGGING 
FOR NEW TALENT 


Television program execs, wor- 
ried about the lack of viewer ex- 
citement which greeted the start 
of the new season, are digging deep 
inte the talent barrel again in a 
quest for new names and new faces. 
What particularly worries the net- 
work program chiefs is the fact 
that already, in what's only the 
second big season for TV, there's a 
“here-we-go-again” overtone’ to 
their big shows, with setowners ap- 
parently already tiring of seeing 
the same formats and same faces 
week after week. 


Underscoring that feeling, both 
CBS-TV program veepee Hubbell 
Robinson, Jr., and NBC-TV veepee 
Fred Wile have started to beat the 
bushes for new names and new 
faces. But, according to trade ob- 
servers, what they’ve come up with 
so far is only more of the same— 
talent which is already so well- 
known in films and/or radio that 
it can’t make much of a lasting im- 
pression on video viewers, : 

Networks wi!l miss the boat 
completely, they claim, unless they 
concentrate immediately on groom- 
ing new talent to replace the faces 
who have over-extended their stays 
in too many of the _ nation’s 
livingrooms. And just as impor- 
tant, these observers point out, is 
the development of new -program 
formats. There must be something 
the program men can come up 
with, other than the steady diet of 
comedy, variety, quizzes, whodun- 
its, etc., on which setowners are 
already becoming satiated. 

Illustrative of the type of talent 
the webs are putting ywnder con- 


(Continued on page 46) 


Baseball Fever 
Ups N.Y. Cafe Biz 


Disappointment that New York 








showm generally register at a 
subway Series has disappeared this 
season. This week's playoff be- 


tween the N. Y. Giants and the 
Brooklyn Dodgers: is helping to 
fill both hotels and cafes ahead of 
the start of the World Series slated 
for tomorrow (Thurs.). Hotels al- 
ready are pressed for space and 
niteries are getting a terrific 
amount of out-of-town trade. 


Cafe owners as well as innkeep- 
ers are assured of a bigger out-of- 
town play when only one of the 
participants is a New York team. 
A visiting ball club always brings 
in its own group of rooters for a 
bigger b.o. This year, according 
to nitery ops, it won’t matter much. 
There’s plenty of “natural” busi- 
ness around in addition to those 
who came in to see some of the 
playoff games for the National 
League pennant. 


Business the early part of the 
week also held up nicely with the 


(Continued on page 74) 





Film Biz Optimism Continues, As 
Majors Report 15% Rentals Rise 





Phil Baker (& Accordion) | 
-Set for Gab Circuit Bow 


Phil Baker has been signed for 
a series of concert dates by the 
Columbia Lecture Bureau, first 
time the comic has hit the gab cir- 
cuit. He was pacted by Eastman 
Boomer, CLB’s veepee in charge of 
special attractions, who'll manage 
the tour. Baker will work in be- 
tween his radio program (“$64 Ques- 
tion’’), starting out the latter part 
of October for a three-month tour. 
He’ll go out again in March. 


Baker will talk on comedy and 
comedians he’s known, with anec- 
dotes and illustrative material. 
He'll take his accordion along as 
assist. 


Luce Mag Empire 
Mulls Expansion 
Into Tele Medium 


Henry R. Luce’s bullish attitude 
toward television is currently cue- 
ing considerable speculation as to 
the Time-Life-Fortune publisher’s 
future stake in TV. Those close to 
him say that Luce still envisions a 
video empire of his own, con- 
vinced that, as a medium for pub- 
lic enlightenment, it is destined 
for a role as top dog in the sphere 
of communications. (Some time 
ago Luce’s name was linked with 
possible take over of a major TV 
outlet.) 

Fact that Luce, via his Time 
mag subsidiary TV operation, laid 








it on the line to the tune of 
$200,000 (including promotion-ex- | 
ploitation costs) for his recent one- 
shot video show, “Stake in the. 
Pacific,” testifies to the publisher’s | 

(Continued on page 62) | 


New Sadler’s Ballet Set | 








+ Preliminary accounting by ma- 


jor companies for the month of 
September indicates that biz con- 
tinued the upswing that started in 
June. Film rentals, on the aver- 
age, appear to be up about 15% 
over last September. 

Company-to-company differential 
varies considerably with product. 
Hypo is said to result from a combo 
of better product and generally bet- 
ter b.o. conditions. 

One highly encouraging factor 
was that biz didn’t seem to be hang- 
ing so much on top grosses being 
garnered by a few pix. It appeared 
to be gaining a broader base in 
that other product was doing well. 

A prime example of this is seen 
at 20th-Fox, where five films last 
week each went ove¥ the $100,000 
mark in film rentals. They were 
“People Will Talk,” “Meet Me 
After the Show,” “Mr. Belvedere 
Rings the Bell,” “Frog Men” and 
“Take Care of My Little Girl.” 

Fact that return of the big tele 
shows to the air during September 
failed to make an appreciable dent 
in theatre biz also is cause for some 
tentative tossing of caps in the air 
by the industry. Impact of the 
name TV shows is being watched 
carefully, but the feeling now is 
that if they haven’t hit the b.o. in 
their early weeks back on the air, 
it’s unlikely they'll hurt much later, 
There appears also to be more and 
more adverse criticism on quality 
of new tele shows, which filmites 
likewise find encouraging. 

During September, 1950, grosses 

(Continued on page 75) 


Kazan Burns at WB 
For ‘Streetcar’ Cuts 
Without His Say-So 


Elia Kazan, who directed “Street- 
car Named Desire,” is burning at 
Warner Bros. because of cuts made 
in “Streetcar” by the studio with- 





| out consulting him. Scissoring was 


done in order to avoid getting a 
“C” (Condemned) rating from the 
Catholic Church’s Legion of De- 
cency. 

Kazan, who returned to New 
York from the Coast over the 
weekend, refused to comment on 


the WB hassle. He said, however, 


For Sock U.S.-Canada Tour. that he was considering the possi- 


With 13 Million Take Seen 


... «+ Quebec, Oct. 2. | 

The Sadler’s Wells Theatre Bal- 
let, making its U. S.-Canadian bow 
with .an. appearance. here. Friday 
(5), seems likely to stir up as much 
fuss and, excitement .in North 





directer—whose 
work had been restricted to 20th- 
Fox—told friends he’d never again 
work at WB. 
mark in New York this week, ex- 


bility of a public statement on 


the issue. 


According to Coast reports, the 
previous film 


He denied the re- 


plaining he might consider return- 


America as did its sister troupe,|ing to the lot if the proper script 
the Sadler’s Wells Ballet, last year | came up. 


and two seasons ago. New to this | 


It’s understood that Kazan’s beef 


hemisphere, with fresh faces and a| is against both the cuts themselves 


new, unique repertoire, the troupe |and the manner 


in which they 


already has set some unusual! were made. He’s said to feel the 


marks. 


| razoring, while minor, 


“eliminated 


Ten months before its arrival, several highlights of the picture” 
the outfit had been solidly booked | and also hindered the figw of the 
for a six-month, 65-city tour by yarn. 


impresario Sol Hurok. 
(Continued on page 22) 


With | 


Reportedly, he heard of the 
(Continued on page 62) 
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Riviera Rover Boys View 
Cannes on the Half Shell 


By JIM CARHARTT and NICKY WINTER 


Cannes, Oct. 2. + 

When we saw the Time article, 
quoting aqur Variety original, we 
knew we had arrived. Naturally, of 
course, such fame has made a tre- 
mendous difference in our Cannes Hollywood, Oct. 2. 
social standing. Up until it (the| Ronald Reagan and George Jes- 
Time thing) appeared, the stores | Se] emceed the 50th anni celebra- 
here flatly refused to raise their ition of the AFL at the Palladium 
prices to us any higher than the|terpery Monday (1) night, with 
standard markup of 25%, the “all|large delegations present from 
Americans are rich” class. We now | AF L-affiliated film industry unions 
get the 40%, or the “we don’t know | 2nd guilds attending. 
who the heck they are but they| Danny Kaye and George Burns 
must be important” markup. One | were erroneously reported having 
more burst of publicity, and we'll | been scheduled to appear, but no 
be in the straight 75% bracket, | definite commitments were made. 
wuich entitles us on og oe oe 
picture of the Duke o ndsor’s 
Cairn terrier, the right to be snub- | SHOW BIZ IN g 000-POP 
bed by any member”of the King | ’ ° 
of Egypt’s entourage, and the 
privilege of breathing down the 
neck of-.anyone at the no-limit 
roulette table. 

We arrived here after a brief 


Swift Current, Sask, Oct. 2. 
trip in a hermetically-sealed coffin) _ The fall's first frost and the 





Reagan, Jessel M.C. 
AFL 50th Anni Fete 





By PAUL A. GARDNER 





ie he AY yils” arrived in 
owned and operated by an airline | “Hollywood Daredev 
that obviously operates in close | Swift Current, Saskatchewan, the 
conjunction with the Cote d’Azur | Same Friday night in mid-Septem- 
lturned out in full force just the 
. same. The fairgrounds, grandstand 
$20-35 Per-Plate Friars and bleachers were filled, and only 
ae ’ | Grownups paid $1, youngsters 50c 
Shindig for Jack Benny's foyer 

. This touring “Helldrivers” show 

20th Anni Looks SRO «: ely intersperses its jalo 
ee . | With entre-acte clowns who amuse 
ae elliot bed ooack | the kids and deal out hugs to a 
dian's 20th anniversary on radio number of the better looking fraus 
town was buzzing with talk of the 
Astoria, Ne gantetge iMG |allened effect those | “Hollywood 
per-person tickets. This is deemed arms” had had, and husbands were 


(Continued on page 74) |ber, but the town and country 

la few shiverers went home early. 

wisely intersperses its jalopy thrills 

is already a sellout at the Waldorf.|i" the audience. Next day, the 
the solution to the down-front prob- | ‘¢!/ing their wives—kiddingly, they 





lem versus the rear and balcony | hoped—“I guess you'll not be satis- | } 5, 


table hassle. Shindig is slated for | fied with my lovin’ after theirs*” 


Nov. 9, and will have a large Coast 
contingent coming east especially 
for the occasion, such as Ronald | 


Colmans (Benita Hume), the Wil-|@"™. Plus the usual roasted pea- 


; aye | nuts, hot popcorn and cheap shiny 
liam Goetzes (Edith ee po |objects at highly profitable prices. last year, the number of American 


Most male Swift Currenters donned trippers was off. Since the Yanks 


ette Colbert, Burns 


George Jessel to emcee, probably | 


Eddie Cantor who is trying to re- their long winter underwear that 


.,) evening, but next day turned warm % z 
arrange his TV schedule. Universal and it served no useful purpose be- gold-rush was nothing more than 


yond protecting them from the oc- an idle dream. 


prexy Nate’ Blumberg is already 
east. papas 

A CBS salute—taped—on the oc- casional mosquito. 
ecasion will include the Colmans, 


Ethel Merman, Jessel, Durante, both 


independently owned, 


, ‘ ance figures. 
Cantor and Benny. Because of his sae lig sagen, Benes Pang ta dh pa — — genase on the South a of 
in the Hole,” with title unchanged, | the Thames, which shuttered last 
le Pig lg - oe ao was well received and though play-| Sunday (30), the 8,000,000 mark 
toastmaster . vol u — = ing opposition to “Great Caruso,” | W@8 passed a few days previously. 
Deer On OS Catlett Jesse Block: | CW SRO Saturday night (theatres | The Funfair and Festival Gardens 
(and ‘Sully), as chairman of the | ere are closed Sunday) unlike the | at Battersea Park, which were es- 


NBC contractual ties, Milton Berle, business is generally good. 
Abbott of the Friars, will merely 


over a CBS outlet. 


(Continued on page 22) 


Lavery Collects 326 


dinner committee, has_ enlisted 
Benny Davis to write some special 
material for the fete. Block is also 
arranging for General Matthew 
Ridgway to tape-record a greeting 
to Benny from Tokyo, as a salute 
for the comedian’s recent “soldier 
in greasepaint” stint in Korea. 





Los Angeles, Oct. 2. 








Geo. Sanders’ Concerts 
London, Sept. 25. | ants in his defamation suit. 


in last week’s British production pees for that amount in an action 


“Gentleman ° 
‘which ted team about the reaction to Yvonne de 


of “The Big Show,” George San- 


involving his play, 
ders has been inked for a Festival 


From Athens,” 


Hall concert next May by Lynford | called “un-American propaganda” 
It is understood | in a ‘Town Hall” broadcast in Sep- 


Joel Promotions. 
he will receive close to $3,000, a| tember, 1947, 
figure comparable to his payment 
for “The Big Show” broadcast. 


day (25) and will notify Lynford 





mined. 
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CANADA FARM TOWN “e of nen eal the record 


| Not to miss any loose change, | ne ae — = an expen- 
lthere were a few carny games to| *!V@ ,!Sappointment. 
catch those walking around to keep | Pated onrush of tourists never ma- 


Swift Current’s two film h s, 
“ : . ae tractions is shown in the attend- 


In Defamation Suit 


Emmet Lavery collected $32,357 
|in damages and court costs from 
| Lela Rogers and five other defend- 
Play- 
On the strength of his one song Wright recently won a court judg- 


Other defendants who agreed to - 
pay the full judgment rather than re Po nine performances were 
Sanders started for America to- nee ye 4 "ion Weds Deane theatre thousands of people waited 
Joel of available dates for his May | and the estates of James K. Mc-|‘° — tickets by some miracle at 
concert as soon as his existing film pa ny and Sam Wood. ' Only | 22Y_ price. 
commitments have n deter-| defendant refusing to participate Reh 
| in the settlement was “Town Hall.” | them, as every theatre has no more 
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BOB MORRIS 


During the past year he’s sung 
more songs and emceed more shows 
on television than any other pop 
That covers 


speaks for itself, We’d like to play 
it for you. 
Management 
PHIL EDWARDS 
1650 Broadway ” PLaza 7-2042 











PEERLESS. REE 


Brit. Fest Y ear 
A Showbiz Flop 


By HAROLD MYERS 


London, Oct. 2. 
With the end of the festival sea- 
son, show business’ in London is 
taking stock of the results. The 
conclusions are that it has been a 
successful cultural experiment 
which has not meant an extra pen- 
ny’s worth of business for show 
To entertainment promoters, 


The antici- 


terialized. Although the total 
number of visitors was ahead of 


are generally regarded as the big- 
gest spenders, the anticipated 


That the two main facets of the 
festival proved to be popular at- 


At the main exhibi- 


timated to register just over 6,- 
000,000 admissions, are already way 
over 7,000,000. By the time the 
Gardens close Nov. 3, it is believ- 
ed that substantially more than 


(Continued on page 22) 


YVONNE DE CARLO’S 
SOCKO ISRAELI B.0. 


Haifa, Sept. 25. 
Israeli show biz is still talking 





Carlo’s recent set of engagements 
here. 

The reception Miss de Carlo had 
in Israel is unbelievable. All tick- 


At the entrance to the 


Unfortunately it was 
impossible to do anything to help 


than 1,000 seats. 

All the weekly magazines had 
her picture printed on the front 
page, the-whole of which was re- 
served for her. The most enthusi- 
astic reception of all was that given 
by the Mayor of Jerusalem, the 
capital of Israel. 
sented her with an album of the 
city. She is the first actress to be 
received by the Mayor, who is an 
Orthodox Jew. Such an event is 
most unusual in Jerusalem. 

After the performance in Jeru- 
salem, a party was given in her 
honor by the military governor of 
the city, Moshe Dayan, at the King 
David Hotel. 

At the first performance in Tel- 
Aviv, Monte Davies, American Am- 
bassador in Israel, was present, and 
then invited Miss de Carlo to a 
special cocktail party given in her 
honor, and a luncheon party the 
next day, including Irsaeli and 
American celebrities. Although Is- 
rael is used to such receptions, 





The Mayor pre-| 


Kaydets just not up 
Colorado-KansaS .............-.0+5 
Kansas graduated too 
Detroit-Notre Dame (Fri. nite) 


Illinois-Wisconsin 


sepeeeeeeseeereeee 


Indiana-Pittsburgh 


6 6:2 S81 6:6 4:6 O16 eee 


PUPGUO TOWN: 5 bso 5.5.00 853 C0 bd eee 
Kansas State-Nebraska............. 


Kansas State just 
Ohio State-Michigan State 


Michigan-Stanford 


Vanderbilt-Alabama ............... 
Crimson Tide due 
Arkansas-Texas Christian 


“eee ewe eee 


REARS occ Saas anew kes ces 
Mississippi-Boston College (Fri. nite) 
Ole Miss amazed by 


ee | 


Tennessee-Duke 


Maryland-George Washington 


“eeeee 


Louisiana State-Rice (nite) 


eee ee wee 


Mississippi State-Georgia........... 
Southern Methodist-Missouri....... 
Mustangs impressive 
No. Carolina State-Clemson 


Texas-North Carolina 


“eee ee ee ee wees 


Texas A&M-Oklahoma (nite) 


“eee eeee 


California-Minnesota .. 
Oregon State-Idaho 


College of Pacific-Oregon (nite)..... 


College of Pacific 
UCLA-Santa Clara 


Washington-Southern California 


Chicago Cardinals-Chicago Bears 


George Halas’ team 


Detroit Lions-NY Yanks 


Green Bay-Pittsburgh 


Season’s 
Won, 33; Lost, 11; 


This Week’s Football 
By MARTY GLICKMAN 
(WMGM ond Paramount Newsreel Spertscaster) 


‘ewe Colorado 


ee eee 


Neither team among Big Ten’s best. 


TCU surprised last week. , 
Tulane beat a fine Miami club. 


Volunteers have everything. 
Terrapins are Southern Conference hope, 
Kentucky-Georgia Tech................. Kentucky 

Babe Parilli wins one for Old Kaintuck. 
Bayou Bengals are Southern dark horse. 


Georgia Bulldog back on top. 


Clemson Tiger not as sharp as last year, but good enough. 
Longhorns touted as southwest champions 


Tough test for Sooners, but they can handle it. 
FAR WEST 


eeeerereee eee eeee . California eeeeeeeeeeeeee q 
Golden Bears may yet be a Rose Bowl winner. 


Oregon State only threat*to Huskies’ northwest title. 


Washington State-Okla. A&M (Fri. nite)..Washington State........ 7 
Aggies are sub-par. 


Uclans are outside threat to Golden Bears, 


ar ee ashington ............ 17 
Coach Howie Odell has his best team, 
PROFESSIONAL 
Washington-NY Giants............. oe UE 5 6%v664eee60sseceas OO 


Giants will reverse exhibition loss. 
Philadelphia-San Francisco (Sat. nite)....San Francisco.......... 7 
Forty-Niners have greater speed. 


Los Angeles Rams-Cleveland Browns....Los Angeles...........- 10 
Browns are older and slower. : 
Yanks just don’t have it. 
Steelers grind it out. 


(Ties Don’t Count) 


+ College games are held Saturday afternoon unless otherwise stated. 
Pro games on Sunday unless stated otherwise. 
*Point margins are estimates, not official odds. 








COLLEGE 
Gamest Selection *Pts, 
EAST 
WAMCOW sei ic incwis < reweeies «eas rr are Sakatinccsss. 24 
Captain Bob Spears one of Eli’s greatest. 

Teinate eres. 6 coc + so co cetabagienas. Cornell ..... dudacéc - 14 
Big Red has another well-balanced squad. 
Columbia-Harvard .............ccccccaes CORRE: ve eebicesecscs. 12 
Lou Little has experienced team. 

WOM DATO 6 vn nb coesc ee secwatces re ae CR ¢6.0 0080 . 7 
After California, Ivy League will seem soft. 

Holy Cross-Fordham.................... Holy Crogs ....cscessees 6 
Tough ball game! Crusaders deeper, 
Syracuse-Lafayette ...........-seee00-. Syracuse ......, reser 20 
Orange showed class in close game with Cornell, 

WS -TE, sia. k sos a tt aoseiesscans | ae 7 
Dick Kazmaier the Tigers’ ace. 

Penn State-Villanova........ Pera gb atahae PO adisclwaawenncs 2S 
Wildcats off to one of their finest seasons. 
po oe reer er rrr re MEE. oc veashieceeccae, © 
Harvey Harman may have his best yet. 

MID-WEST 
Northwestern-Army ee ee ee ee Northwestern eeeeeeeenes 20 


to their schedule. 


eee eeeeeeeeeeae 7 
many top players. 
Notre Dame..........+. 19 


Irish bouncing back sooner than expected. 


Illini the team to beat for Big Ten title. 


sawed Indiana 


Despite ND debacle, Hoosiers are first-rate. 


Pry: Purdue 


eeeeeeeee estes 7 


tiara Nebraska 
doesn’t have it. 
eseee Michigan a eee 10 


eeeeceeeseeeesese 20 


Game of the Day. Spartans are great. 


Ciaran EIEN Cs Gasasaceeeas 2 


Wolverine is deeper in the line. 
SOUTH 
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Kober-Logan Collab 
Continued in London 


Joshua Logan and Arthur Kober 
will carry their borscht circuit 
thinking to London's West End the 
end of October, when Logan is due 
to stage the Mary Martin version of 
“South Pacific.” Kober’s “Having 
Wonderful Time” comedy is being 
collaborated on by Logan as a 
legit musical, which the latter and 
Leland Hayward will co-produce. 
Harold J. Rome did the score to 
“Wish You Were Here,” as it’s 
being called. Kober flies over with 
Lrs. Logam and the stager around 








Miss de Carlo's was the biggest. 





Oct. 20, 


STRAIGHT CONCERT SKED 
SET FOR LANNY ROSS 


Lanny Ross, who had aboyt a 
dozen tryout dates last season in 
the straight concert field, has been 
set for 30 or more upcoming dates 


by National Concert & Artists Corp. |‘ | 
He'll do a straight reeital, along ° 


longhair concert lines, combining 
light and serious music on his pro- 
gram. Library will include French 
(Debussy, Ravel), folk and musical 
comedy song groups. Ross will have 
has own piano accompanist. 
Bookings will be scattered be- 
tween regular NCAC and Civic 
Series (community - sponsored) 
dates. Tour will be over by next 


| April, when Ross goes to Europe. 
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COMPO'S BEELINE T0 THE 


H’wood Can Do a Job 


“Movietime U. S. A.” is proving that the picture business can 
do a job.: The pyramiding publicity and goodwill of the COMPO 
campaign are the big payoffs for all the travail, uncertainty and 
frustration experienced by industry leaders to put over the 
Council of Motion Picture Organizations. COMPO should stick 
now. It deserves to. 


The coordination of the production, exhibition and distribu- 
tion elements to dramatize the revitalization of the picture busi- 
ness, has been an accumulatively progressive job well done. Star 
junkets, exhib ‘_powwows and basic showmanship have helped 
reaffirm the potency of the boxoffice. Keeping up the high 
standard of current pix is vital to maintaining that potency. 


Abel. 


PICTURES 3 


B. 0. 


WIN OVER EX} IBS Deal Reported Near for Decca | 
WIACO-OP MOVES) To Buy Spitz-Goetz’s Stock in U; | 


re two years ut nave sowed! Py Co, Management to Remain asis | 


since the Council of Motion Pic- 

ture Organizations was originally | + By HERB GOLDEN 

conceived at an all-industry meet- Negotiations are reportedly near 
consummation whereby Decca 


ing in Chicago has seen a major 
Records would acquire for approx- 


change take place in the concept 
of the public relations organization. imately $2,000,000 the block of 
stock in Universal Pictures owned 


Rather than a large-scale, heavily- 
budgeted continuous operation, by Leo Spitz and William Goetz. 
COMPO is now visualized by its This would be sufficient to give 

Decca a strong voice in the operat- 
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Exhibs’ COMPO Aid 


Currently being pointed to 
as indicative of continued op- 
eration of the Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organizations un- 
der its new concept of opera- 
tion are recent exhibitor finan- 
cial contributions. They have 





execs as a skeleton organization 
handling a minimum of day-to-day 


Regional Beefs Over Touring Names 











public relations duties, but ex- now exceeded coin put up by i aed deee ween anal 
e e ,° 9 s panding from time to time to spon-| the distribs, although that will |}, UY prez Nate J. Blumberg and 
sor such special events as-the cur- be evened out in accordance are completely friendly Consumes 
In S ovietime oosting é pots |rent “Movietime U.S.A.” drive. | with the majors’ promise to mation will not affect the present 
| Possibility of COMPO folding | match exhibition dollar for management, although an eventual 

Expected number of squawks | after “Movietime,” which has been dollar. 





merger is probable. 
Decca board has approved the 


from regional ‘“‘Movietime U.S.A.” 


in the minds of some industryites, 
chairmen poured into New York 


Distribs have put up $70,- 
now appears unlikely. However, 


000 and exhibs $74,000. That 


Spyros Skouras Back 


and Hollywood this week, following 
disclosure of the names of players 
who'd tour each area next week in 
the b.o. promotional campaign. 
Headquarters on both coasts are 
currently busy, as a result, adding 
star names to bolster “weak spots.” 
Feeling among some “Movietime” 
execs is that the list is as strong as 
possible, but that the studios might 


Spyros Skouras returned to New 
York yesterday (Tues.) from Eu- 
rope. The 20th prexy was abroad 
about three weeks. Primary mis- 
sion was in Zurich, where he 
viewed developments on the Eido- 
phor system of theatre tele, in 
which 20th holds an interest. 
Skouras went from Switzerland | 





in light of the new thinking re- 
garding the organization, all of its 
important future activities can be 
expected to be tied directly to the 
b.o. 

It is such. activities that bring 
exhibitor response—even to the ex- 
tent of financial support. Such 
work as policing critics and publi- 


purchase at $15 per share of the 
approximately 130,000 shares held 
by Spitz and Goetz. In addition, 

Decca prexy Milton R. Rackmil, on 
have collected just short of {healt of the disk company, has 
| $150,000. been purchasing U common and 


oop oy ; weer on the open market. 
'Pix Biz’s Anti-Red 


means that in the 13 months 
since it was organized on the 
present format, COMPO will 




















Spitz and Goetz, who took 
| charge of U production with the 
merger of their International Pic- 


cations, gathering pro-industry data 
to Rome last week, where he|for use of writers and commenta- | 
lunched with Dr. Guilia Andreotti,| tors, planting of favorable stories, 


ee 
Undersecretary of the President's | ete., is now recognized as being _ Policies A ll g ll 
Council, who has handled U. S. film | highly necessary as ever, but so un- | 
negotiations. Twentieth topper’s re-| spectacular that it will not get ex- 


turn was timed for company’s|hib support. COMPO, with its| 
stockholders’ conclave in New York | jimited budget, will therefore 


tomorrow (Thur.). eschew such vital activities in fa- 


have extended themselves a bit far- 
ther to have urged a dozen or so 
more really top names to hit the 
road. 
Among the new names is Danny 

. Kaye, who’ll go to Chicago. Origi- 
nal group assigned there comprised 
Barbara Hale, Bill Williams, ‘Paul 
Harvey, Otto Kruger, Jean Hagen, 
writer Sy Bartlett and producers 
William Perlberg and George Sea- 
ton. ' - 

. Other late. “starters are _Zero.), 
‘Mostel, who'll “supplement” “the 
Philly ' contingent and Catherine 
McLeod, who'll go to Milwaukee. 
Ginger Rogers and Olivia de 
Havilland, who. are touring in 
legiters currently, have also prom- 
ised support. 

As a result of these additions, the 

original list. of 191 personalities 
will be upped to over 200. Included 


|} tures into U in 1946, will continue 
| with the company under present 
|employment contracts. It is re- 
| ported, however, that Spitz, who 
|has been il, may bow out within 


K.0. for Buchman yp) 732 


. MPAA Bd. Revives 

vor of more spectacular operations. Hollywood, Oct. 2 . 

(’ Change will be highlighted at the oe ; : aes 

Pep-Saddler ues boy annual membership meeting | Hollywood studios appeared this 


Plans for Powwow Of 
to be held in December, probably | week adhering strictly to the policy |. 


ae fae eee ea Se - |in New York.- Atterding will be | ‘Adopted at--the~historic ~ Waldorf- East, West Pic Execs 
M4 nd 'the 10 charter member organiza-| Astoria, N. Y., meeting of 1947 at| Plans for a conclave of industry 
rice aution i | tions, plus all-other groups which | which time it was decided to dis- | execs from the east and west coasts 


have indicated a desire to come in|miss any filmite involved with} were revived last week at a New 


in accordance with the new consti-|Communism or in contempt of | York meeting of the board of di- 
Theatre 








tution, adopted last winter. This | Congress. The fact there’s no ap-| rectors of the Motion Picture Assn. 
will include numerous regional | parent deviation from the '47 stand | of America. An agenda, a locale 
exhib organizations affiliated with immediately places in jeopardy the | and a date are all still to be de- 
Theatre Owners of America, Al-} professional careers of writer-pro- | cided upon. 

lied Exhibitors Assn., Pacific Coast | ducer Sidney Buchman and others 


television exhibitors 


: |}at Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., ||| Annual $10 Foreign $11 
will continue at the helm of pro-| which was the first big football day. | week, grossers at the nation’s first- | this week, is easily the outstanding | || Single Copies 25 Cents 
duction-distribution. More interest was centered in base- | runs are holding up well this ses- | newcomer. It is terrific in San||| ABEL GREEN. Editor 

Under his present employment (Continued on page 15) sion. Fall weather and some as-| Francisco and tops in Cleveland. = 
arrangement, Charles Skouras col- . sistance from the Jewish holidays | Other fresh fare is not so promis- ||| yo}, 184 Oy ee No. 4 
lects a maximum of $360,000 an- in larger key cities also are factors.|ing although “Behave Yourself” ase , 
nually, based on salary and per- HEAR JOHNSTON MAY “David and Bathsheba” (20th) 1s | (RKO) is doing well in two spots. 
centage of profits. New deal is _ No. 1 for the fourth consecutive | ‘No Highway in Sky” (20th) looms INDEX 
expected to contain similar terms. TRY FOR US SENATOR week although now mostly on hold-/| solid in Washington, just okay in||| Band Reviews .......... 64 
Circuit topper returned to the “pie over dates. Majority of playdates|N. Y. and slow in Indianapolis.||| Bills |... ........... 62 
Coast last weekend following the _ Washington, Oct. 2. | are rated hefty to terrific. “Street-| ‘Painting Clouds With Sunshine”||| Chatter ............... 73 | 
Theatre Owners of America con-| With Eric Johnston now in Eu-|car Named Desire” (WB), just | (WB) is disappointing so far. Film Reviews ........... 6 | 
vention in N. Y. He’s expected back | rope on a survey mission for Presi- | starting out on its engagements “Crosswinds” (Par) is rated light ||| Football ——-..,.......- 2 | 
at the homeoffice in a few weeks to| dent Truman, there is talk here| this stanza, is pushing up to second jn Philly. “The Well” (UA) is just ||| House Reviews .......... 63 | 
ink the new pact. that he may have another try at! place on basis of four dates. good on N. Y. preem. “Millionaire ||| Inside Legit .......... 68 | 

— the Republican nomination for) “Day Earth Stood Still” (20th) For Christy” (20th) shapes mild to ||| Inside Music ............ 56 | 

4 Kramer Quietly Into Wooknaea” ae home state of will be a close third, displaying slow. “Magic Face” (Col), also ||| Inside Pictures .,....... 18 

” - If so, he will run in| marked stamina. Fourth money is! new, is fair in Minneapolis and ||| Inside Radio ......... 43 
SKED N. Y.; Mum on Visit po Ga bee eee going to “Place in Sun’ (Par), barely okay in N. Y. ||| Inside Television ...... 34 
Despite five pictures currently in | ‘°F “arry #. Gain, a Kepubiican, | compared to last week’s sixth place.) uw ” (Par) ‘ne in ||| International ........... 10 

ROSS Production on. the Coast, Stanley whose term expires at the end of | “Rhubarb” (Par) will wind up fifth, Pe gg iy Cath in Mes: H ee eres 66 

about a Kramer sneaked quietly into New 1952. this being virtually its initial week i, ct Louis. “Lost Continent” ||; Literati ..........-..+-. 72 
York last Friday (28) night. He Johnston made one unsuccessful | around the country. ae | (Lip), sturdy in Cincy, looms fast ||| Music =. ..........066. 48 

ason in refused this week to reveal the | ‘tty for a Senate seat in 1940. Hte| “Here Comes Groom,” in sixth | ‘in Portlend m ‘| New Acts rh tipie esta 9 

as been Purpose of the visit is currently on leave as prez of the | spot, is the third Paramount pic in|... — ||! Night Club Reviews.,.... 64 

ng dates Kramer, who in the past has Motion Picture Assn. of America, | the top six this week. “Flying : ie ino nll —~ | Obituaries EER 

ts Corp. \' always given complete personal at-| heading up the Economic Stabili-| Leathernecks” (RKO) is landing | {0 4), ton Pails” (Col) shat igs ol eres 3 | 
mt tention to pix in production, pro-|2ation Program. , seventh position while “His Kind | © ys ‘eville “Pickup” iC yj Radio-Television ........ 26 | 

1, along vided a considerable surprise by| Meanwhile, Johnston will not) of Woman,” also from RKO, is (mn *oulsvilie. = lickup ol) Is Radio Reviews .......... 30 | 

mbining his current visit.. Before the| quit government and go back tojeighth, “Angels in Outfield” | big in Toronto while “Texas Car- ||| po oopas MARAE? 

his pro- | cameras now are “High Noon” (his| his MPAA post the latter part of |(M-G) will be ninth. “Saturday's | Dival de se L.A. , Frenk Seully............ 7% 

2 French last for United Artists release),|this month, as he had planned to|Hero” (Col), “People Will Talk” || “Thunder On Hill” (U) is trim in |!) polovicion Reviews ...... 31 

| musical “My Six Convicts,” “The Sniper,” |do at the expiration of his nine- | (20th) and “People Against O'Hara” | Toronto and og “ ot pe ee ree 63 
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ered be- Producer was accompanied east|man has asked him to remain for| “Tales of Hoffmann” (Indie), | sts shapes up big in three key DAILY VARIETY | 

nd Civic by his wife, former actress Anne|at least another month to handle | “Little Egypt” (U) and “Force of | “les. gi Puntined tL eed ty 
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(Continued on page 13) 


Skouras’ NT Deal 
Guarantees His Services 
Following Divorcement 


New seven-year employment con- 
tract for Charles P. Skouras as 
head of National Theatres is being 
drafted by 20th-Fox, National’s par- 
ent corporation, at this early date 
in order to guarantee Skouras’ 
services following divorcement of 
the chain in 1953. 

Pact would replace Skouras’ pres- 
ent deal, which expires Dec. 25, 
1954. He will head National while 
Spyros P. Skouras, prez of 20th, 








must gauge the boxoffice pull of 
each individual: event in setting 
their price scales. That was the 
new lesson learned by exhibs who 
carried the Willie Pep-Sandy Sad- 
dler exclusive last Wednesday 
night (26), in which several of them 
priced themselves out of a profit. 
Fight, with little advance buildup 
in the sports pages, didn’t carry 
much interest, and so the theatres 
charging $1.90 anud $2 found them- 
— with far less than capacity 

a, 

Big-screen houses also had a 
chance to gauge the b.o. draw of 
college -football on an. exclusive 
basis last Saturday (29), but there 
were too many competing factors 
to prove anything. Hot National 
League pennant race was roaring 
to a climax Saturday afternoon, | 








Conference of Independent Theatre 
Owners or purely indie outfits. 


New Prexy Problem 


Considered at the session will be | 


the work of COMPO in sponsoring 
“Movietime,” which gets underway 
this week, and the future of the 
organization. One of the problems 
will be the choice of a new prexy 
to succeed Ned Depinet and pos- 


(Continued on page 13) 


who declined to cooperate with the | 
House Un-American Activities 


It was originally planned to hold 
a huddle of studio and distribution 
execs last winter in Phoenix. After 


Committee at its windup hearings 
here. 


Spokesman for Col, where |j/ 
Buchman operates, (the studio pro- 
vides financing for his indie unit) 
commented that any departure 
from the °47 decision would be in- 
consistent. Offenders at this time 


(Continued on page 4) 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Buchman’s Conscience, Jackson's Exit 


Give Red Probe Dramatic Climax 


By MIKE KAPLAN 





Hollywood, Oct. 2. 

The man who stood firmly upon 
the dictates of his conscience and 
the congressman who stood up his 
committee gave the Coast its dou- 
ble feature of the week. Their re- 
spective futures promptly provoked 
more speculation than the industry 
attitude toward a score of witness- 
es who declined, on Constitutional 
grounds, to give any. information 





Johnston Appointed 


zation Administrator and president 
of the Motion Picture Assn. ve 9 emeanes 
America, has been named general 
chairman of Brotherhood Week, 
which will be nationally observed 


of the National Conference of [_ Continued from page 3 


Brotherhood Chairman 


Eric Johnston, Economic Stabili- 





next Feb. 17-24 under sponsorship 


to the House Un-American Activi- | Christians & Jews. 


ties Sub-Committee investigating | 
Communist infiltration in the film 
industry. 

The two men—writer-producer 
Sidney Buchman and Rep. Donald 
L. Jackson (R., Cal.)—provided a 
dramatic climax to the local hear- 
ings. Buchman “most respectfully,” 
but flatly, declined to name persons 
with whom he had been associated 
during his seven years as a Com- 
munist Party member. Jackson had 
left the hearing shortly after Buch- | 
man began to testify and his ab- | 
sence left the sub-committee with- | 
out a quorum—making it impossi- 
ble to cite Buchman for contempt. 

The congressman demanded that 
Buchman be recalled before the | 
full committee in Washington and 
questioned again. The 49-year-old 
film industry figure answered 
promptly. 

“I went into this out of prin- 
ciple,” he declared. “I took this 
risk calculatedly—and I waive the 
lack of a quorum.” 

He followed his statement with a 
telegram to the committee offering 
.to stipulate for the record that a/' 
quorum was present at all times. | 
Better, he told a press conference, | 
to waive the technicality than to | 
“waver from personal principle.” | 

Objects to 2d Testimony 

Buchman stipulated that he was | 
willing to stand on the testimony | 
as he had given it. He voiced a | 
mild objection to going through | 
the “ordeal of testifying” a second 
time—but reiterated that he would | 
accept service of a subpoena if a| 
new one were issued and would | 
testify exactly as he had originally. 

(Continued on page 20) 


Ex-Counterattack Pard 
Hired by Col. Picts As 
Link With Patriotic Groups 


Kenneth Bierly, former partner 
in Counterattack, anti-Communist 
publication, has been hired by Co- 
lumbia Pictures on a consultant 
basis. It was said by Col that his 
work has nothing to do with politi- 
cal affiliations of employees, but 
that he is serving as a liaison with 
veteran and patriotic groups, with 
which he has excellent contacts be- 
cause of his former Counterattack 
association, 

Col was threatened with prob- 
lems because of red tinge attrib- 
uted to some of its actors and 
studio personnel after pix on which 
they worked were completed. 
Headaches have been pretty well 
skirted via Bierly’s advice and aid. 

Bierly is a former FBI agent who 
is said to have disengaged himself 
from Counterattack because of dis- 
agreement on policy with his part- 
ners, Theodore Kirkpatrick and 
John Keenan. He thereupon set up 
his own outfit, Kerby Associates, 
public relations outfit in the anti- 
Red field. 


House Votes 100G More 
For Red Probe Till °53 


Washington, Oct. 2. 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee has just received addi- 
tional cash fo hypo its investigat- 
ing activities. House last week 
voted it an extra $100,000 to op- 


erate with until the beginning of 
January, 1953. Original request 











from the committee was for 
$250,000. 
Meantime, Danny Dare, TV 


producer, appeared before’ the 
committee at his own request last 
week to deny charges by Martin 
Berkeley that he was a former 
Commy. During the hearings in 
L. A. Berkeley said he had known 
Dare in the party. At his brief 
hearing here, Dare said he is not 
now and never has been a member 
of the Communist Party. He said 
he knew Berkeley when they both 
worked on the Coast about 15 years 
ago. 





Carreras’ Exclusive Films. Picture 


‘of Labor, Lippert said in New York 


| Henreid have been cleared for their 
|stints by British Equity. 
itry’s refusal of a permit to Stack 
| was seen as the start of a possible 


Appointment of Johnston marks 


the second successive year he has 
held the post. 


Liz Scott-Henreid 
Cleared for Brit. Pic 
Despite Stack Nix 


Lizabeth Scott last week was 
inked to costar with Paul Hen- 
reid in “The Stolen Face,” sched- 
uled to go before the cameras Oct. 
28 at the British studio of James 





is one of a group which Robert L. 
Lippert will distribute in the U. S. 

Although American actor Robert 
Stack early last month was refused 
a permit by the British Ministry 


last week that both Miss Scott and 


Minis- 


retaliatory campaign against U. S. 
union restrictions on alien talent. 

Stack was to have appeared in 
the Jay Lewis production of “Gift 
Horse.” His difficulty came as 
somewhat of a surprise, since prior 
to the incident there had been no 
interference with Yank players in 
British-made pictures. Lippert is 
inclined to think the clearance on 
Miss Scott and Henreid was forth- 
coming because “Face” is a 100% 
British film, rather than a joint 
production. 


Stars were hired by Lippert, who | 
charges their compensation off to | 
Carreras’ account. Thus “Face” is 
considered entirely British. Same 
procedure was also used on the 
Carreras production of “Blonde 
Blackmail,” which stars George 
Brent and Marguerite Chapman, 
and “Dead on Course,” starring 
Zachary Scott. 


H'WOOD RED SITUATION 
WELL IN HAND—O’HARA 


Communist situation in Holly- 
wood is “well in hand,” Joyce 
O'Hara, acting prez of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, told the 
board in New York last week. 
O’Hara reported on his recent trip 
to the Coast and discussions with 
studio heads, 

Eric Johnston, prez of the 
MPAA, was a surprise visitor at 
the board meet. On leave of ab- 
sence now to serve as U. S. Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Administrator, 
he gave the company toppers a 
rundown on the world situation 
prior to taking off for Europe on 
a two-week appraisal. 


There was no discussion of the 
time of Johnston’s return to the 
MPAA. He’s slated to reassume 
his post shortly after his nine- 
month leave expires Oct. 24, con- 








tingent on certain supplementary 
| governmental duties. 


| 





Pathe, Bunin Suit On 

’ . b ] . 

Alice’ Settled in N.Y. 
| Litigation between Pathe Indus- 
tries and Lou Bunin Productions 
over the latter’s film version of 
“Alice in Wonderland” has been 
| settled and discontinued, accord- 
ing to papers filed in N. Y. Su- 
preme Court last week. 

Pathe, as parent firm of the de- 
| funct Eagle Lion Classics, bsought 
a $1,027,000 damage action against 
| Bunin, claiming non-delivery of 
| “Alice” prints. Bunin retaliated 
;with a $1,500,000 counter-suit 
| charging he did deliver the prints 
/and ELC was guilty of a bad job 
|in selling and exploiting the pic- 
| ture. Case grew out of a 1949 
| agreement whereby ELC was to re- 
‘lease the film. Terms of the set- 
jtlement were undisclosd. 





“David Bathsheba” (20th), 
“Leathernecks” (RKO). 
“Here Comes Groom” (Par). 
“People Will Talk” (20th). 
“His Kind of Woman” (RKO). 
. “That’s My Boy” (Par). 

. “Place in Sun” (Par). 

. “Capt. Hornblower” (WB). 

. “Rich, Pretty” (M-G), 

. “Jim Thorpe” (WB), 

“Show Boat” (M-G). 

. “Iron Man” (VU). 


Dm SORIANPWN 




















Red Stance 


must be discharged, just as others 
were dismissed in past, it was said. 
However, there’s no certainty re- 
garding Buchman’s future because 
of the peculiar circumstances sur- 
rounding his appearance before the 
House investigating unit. Buchman, 
on technical grounds, could not be 
cited for contempt because of lack 
of a committee quorum. However, 
he volunteered to waive this con- 
sideration. 


Majority of Hollywood’s 23 “un- 
cooperative” witnesses before the 
Committee are still pondering 
their employment futures—a week 
after the hearings ended. Only two, 
Lester Koenig, associate producer 
at Paramount, and Marguerite 
Roberts, screenwriter at Metro, 
still are employed. There has been 
no definite statement about either. 

Two others have been dismissed, 
another resigned and one—Carl 
Foreman—faces the end of a bright 
career via dissolution of his 
partnership in the Stanley Kramer 
company. Most of the others were 
on freelance status although a few 
told the committee that they had 
lost employment long before their 
actual appearances as _ witnesses 
and purely on the basis of re- 
ceiving a subpoena. 

Five of the film industry’s six 
“cooperative” witnesses are work- 
ing. The exception is screenwriter 
Martin Berkeley, the committee’s 
“jackpot” witness who spilled onto 
the record a total of 150 names of 
Communist Party members. He re- 
portedly has a screenwriting post 
in the offing. Others are writers 
Elizabeth Wilson, who was rehired 
at RKO; George Beck, who is now 
working at Warners; Leo Town- 
send, who retained his WB posi- 
tion; composer David Raksin, who 
signed a new Metro contract; and 
independent publicist William F. 
Blowitz, whose business has been 
unaffected. 

Josef Mischel was the “uncoop- 
erative” witness who resigned his 
teevee story editor post on re- 
ceipt of the subpoena although he 
declared he was “not now” a Com- 
munist and had not been when he 
took the job a year ago. Metro dis- 
charged Donald Gordon, an assis- 
tant in the story department, and 
Herta Uerkvitz, an architectural 
researcher, both of whom had been 
working on a week-to-week basis. 
The studio added that it has the 
case of Miss Roberts “under con- 
sideration.” 

Foreman, who stated that he 
signed a non-Communist oath in 
September, 1950, and that the 
statement “was true then and is 
true now,” has declined to com- 
ment on Stanley Kramer’s an- 
nouncement indicating an _ effort 
will be made by other partners to 
eust Foreman. The statement said 
that “‘there is total disagreement” 
between Kramer and Foreman, 

Others with film industry con- 
nections whom the committee re- 
garded as “uncooperative”  in- 
cluded: director ‘Michael Gordon, 
publicist Charles’ Daggett, writer 
Albert Levitt and his wife, Helen 
Slote Levitt, writers Bess Taffel, 
Henry Blankfort, Philip Stevenson, 
Dan and Lilith James (authors of 
“Bloomer Girl’), Robert Richards 
and his wife Ann Roth Morgan 
Richards, Michael Wilson, John 
Sanford, Louise Rousseau and 
Reuben Ship; actors Howland 
Chamberlin and Jeff Corey and 
actresses Georgia Backus Alexan- 
der and Mary Virginia Farmer. 


Schenck Drops Turf 


To Concentrate on Pix 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 

Joseph M. Schenck has sold his 
interest in the Del Mar Turf Club 
to Louis B. Mayer, Tom Peppers, 
Alfred Hart, Harry Curland and 
other Southern California turfmen. 

Schenck explained selling by 
Stating he felt he could not con- 
tinue to be active in track opera- 
tion “because of my primary inter- 








ests in motion pictures.” 





Screen Directors Set Up 


Free Insurance Plan 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 
Screen Directors Guild an- 
nounced a premium-free $1,000 life 
insurance policy for each of its 682 
members in good standing. Deal, 
first of its kind by any talent group, 
was set with Occidenta! Insurance. 
There will be no increase in dues 
assessments, Guild footing all pre- 
miums. Members are covered as 

long as they’re in good standing. 


‘Consul’ as Picture 
Unlikely —Menotti; 
Stresses Autonomy 


Possibility that a film version of 
Gian - Carlo Menotti’s musical 
drama, “The Consul,” will be-made 
soon is rather unlikely, the author- 
composer has disclosed. He con- 
firmed a trade report that the Brit- 
ish producing team of Ronald 
Neame and David Lean had ap- 
proached him in regard to lensing 
“Consul.” 

Although he is “vaguely inter- 
ested” in the Neame-Lean offer, 
Menotti said prospects of a deal 
are remote. But he may consider 
such an arrangement, he added, if 
he is permitted to shoot “The Con- 
sul” the way he wants it done. The 
British producers are partnered in 
Cineguild, Inc., which has turned 
out such films as “Great Expecta- 
tions” and “Oliver Twist.” 


Even more remote, Menotti 
stated, is a published report that 
Evan Frankel, Walter Lowendahl 
and Chandler Cowles would lense 
“The Consul” in Rome next Spring. 
The author-composer said he had 
not even known of such a project 
until he had read it in The N. Y. 
Times. Frankel, Lowendahl and 
Cowles, of course, were associated 
with Transfilm in making the film 
version of “The Medium,” which 
Menotti wrote and directed. 


Trans-Lux Deal Out 


Failure to get together on terms 
resulted in the abandonment of a 
deal whereby Trans-Lux Theatres 
was to take over the recently com- 
pleted Fine Arts Theatre, N. Y. 
Instead, the house will be run by 
owners Richard Davis in associa- 
tion with Oliver A. Unger. A 485- 
seater, the Fine Arts is on the site 
formerly occupied by Cafe Society 
Uptown. R 

Theatre opens Oct. 15 with Uni- 
versal-International’s British im- 
port, “The Lavender Hill Mob.” 
Policy will be first-run, either of 
American or foreign origin. Davis 
is better known as a book publish- 
er, while Unger is national sales 
director of Snader Productions. 


Techni’s 50c Divvy 

Technicolor has declared its reg- 
ular quarterly dividend of 50c per- 
share, Herbert T. Kalmus, presi- 
dent and general manager, an- 
nounced. 

Divvy is payable Oct. 22 to stock- 
holders of record on Oct. 10. 


Europe to N. Y. 
Josephine Bakef 
Claire Bloom 
Eleanor Bolanski 
Robert Breen 
Aldo Ciccolini 
Jean Dalrymple 
Michael Evans 
Jose Ferrer 
Mary Garden 
Ken Giniger 
Trudy Goth 
Lew Grade 
David E. Green 
Sam Harris 
Audrey Hepburn 
Phyllis Hill 
David Kapp 
Ken Giniger 
Gilbert Miller 
Borrah Minevitch 
Raymond Rouleau 

. George Sanders 
Alfred Santell 
Robert C. Schnitzer 
Robert Shackleton 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Robert Snowdy 
Elizabeth Taylor 
Jennie Tourel 
Lili Valenty 














Bathsheba’ Hot September B.0, 
Leathernecks, ‘Groom, ‘People’ Next 


Spectacular films with popu 
stars were in the van of Ki tart 9 
winners at the nations’ theatres last 
month. Reports from Varrety- cor- 
respondents in 25 key cities show 
“David and Bathsheba” 20th) and 
“Flying Leathernecks” (RKO) fin- 
ished one-two at the wickets. 

The $1,184,008 rolled up by 
“David” as national champ in Sep- 
tember also indicated that the pub- 
lic is prepared_to pay sharply 
upped prices if they have the 
“want-to-see”’ urge for a picture. 
The Gregory Péck-Susan Hayward 
starrer not only did sock to record 
trade in virtually all spots but held 
to smash totals on many extended- 
run dates. Film was first three out 
of four weeks during the month. 

“Leathernecks” was a high gross- 
er most of the month, and handily 
copped second money. John Wayne 
opus of the U. S. Marines grossed 
nearly $700,000 last month with- 
out the benefit of any increased 
scale. 

“Here Comes Groom” (Par) at- 
tested to the sustained popularity 
of Bing Crosby by capturing third 
place by a substantial margin. It 
was third or better in national rat- 
ings three weeks in September. 
“People Will Talk” (20th) wound 
up fourth, the Cary Grant-Jeanne 
Crain film having to overcome what 
some crix regarded as a compara- 
tively wordy, rambling story. 

“His Kind of Woman” (RKO) 
finished in fifth position, the Jane 
Russell-Robert Mitchum starrer 
catching on via the he-man and 
femme lure. “That’s My Boy” 
(Par), No.°1 boxoffice winner in 
August, captured sixth spot. 

“Place in Sun” (Par), really out 
in distribution only two weeks to 
any great extent, was seventh. 
“Capt. Horatio Hornblower” (WB), 
fourth in August, continued on 
enough playdates to win eighth po- 
sition. “Rich, Young, Pretty” 
(M-G) took over ninth slot. It was 
1lth in August. “Jim Thorpe” 
(WB), which did not measure up 
as strong as expected in some spots, 
took tenth place money, while 
“Show Boat” (M-G), second best 
in August, was llth. . 

“Tron Man” (U) edged out “Meet 
Me After Show” (20th) for 12th 
position. “Show” had its real play 
in the preceding month when the 
film finished sixth. 

“Meet After Show” (20th), “An- 

(Continued on page 63) 
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Morey Amsterdam 
Jack Broder 
Sherrill Corwin 
Jerome Courtland 
Broderick Crawford 
Frank Danzig 
Peggy Dow 

Bill Dozier 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Huntz, Hall 

Ernest Haller 

Lou Irwin - 

Oscar Karlweis 
Elia Kazan 

Patricia Knight . 
Harold Knox 
Milton Krasner 
Elsa Lanchester 
Victor Lasky 
Gummo Marx 
Arthur L. Mayer 
William Meiklejohn 
Ray Milland 
Thomas Mitchell 
Mike Nidorf 

Lloyd Nolan 

Cathy O’Donnell 
James Page Pagliano 
John Payne 

Alice Pearce 
Joseph. Pevney 
Allen Rivkin 
Rosalind Russell 
Oscar Saul 

Karl Struss 

Gloria Swanson 
Danny Thomas 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Peggy Cass 
Joan Caulfield 
Celeste Holm 
Bertram Lebhar, Jr. 
David A. Lipton 
Frank Ross 
Frank Scully 

~ Charles P. Skouras 


N. Y. to Europe 


Alfred W. Crown 
Mrs. Samuel Goldwyn 
Lee Goodman 


Jimmy Kirkwood 
Ernest H. Martin 
Norman Reader 








Judy Wahn 








Bruno Walter 


Phil Reisman 
Archie Robbins 
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- TOA, ALLIED STILL WARY OF TIEUP 
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America units that will meet to- 
gether in Memphis Oct. 16-17 see 
the joint conclave a consideyable 
step forward, a number of vet the- 
atremen in the two groups are 
disgruntled over the idea. They 
feel that Allied and TOA ap- 
proaches to similar exhib problems 
are too disparate for anything to 
come of such a joint session. 

Also figuring in the oldtimers’ 
view of this newfangled scheme of 
having rival exhib organizations 
meeting together are personality 
differences. Seasoned campaigners 
in many a battle over the years, 
some of these vets admit they just 
don't like some of their fellow- 
exhibs in the other organization, 
and they just take no relish in 
sitting down with them. 

Younger members, on the other 
hand, are enthusiastic about the 
possibilities of such a regional hud- 


die of theatremen. They point out, | 


for one thing, that a number of 
exhibs are members of both organi- 
zations. In addition, they say, the 
problems of the two are identical, 
so why have two weak mectings 
instead of one strong one? 


Also, some of the younger ex-| 








While sentiment is on the. in- 
crease favoring merger of Theatre 
Owners of America and Allied 
States Assn., such an affiliation is 
regarded as “politically impossible” 
for some time. Insiders say they 
fail to see how the top brass of 
both orgs, in view of the traditional 
rivalry, could agree on terms of an 
ace. Paper’s art department overall joint working relationship. 

obediently inked in a_ high- Informed exhibs, though, under- 

necked gown to conceal star line that Allied and TOA in re- 

Jane Russell’s partly-bared cent months have worked hand in 

bosom. hand on an increasing number of 

Hughes became similarly in- projects and promise to team up 
volved in Milwaukee last year, even further as time goes on. 
when beer-town authorities It’s pointed up that the two out- 
blacked-out an exposed bill- fits already have joined efforts in 
board pic of Faith Domergue the battle against adverse tax legis- 
on the complaint of a local lation. The two were able to reach 
high school. Faculty claimed a compromise on the Council of 
the billboard, located in view Motion Picture Organization's board 
of classroom windows, was not representation, after TOA original- 
conducive to good — study ly balked at the original COMPO 
habits. board makeup. Allied and TOA, 
in effect, have joined hands in the 
e ° “Movietime U. S. A.” project. 
Balaban Optimism Allied to work in harmony on such 
matters as a system of industry 
m arbitration and to join forces in 
|combatting what are felt are in- 
Recalls His 1948 equitable rental demands by some 


Russell’s Cover-Up 


Cleveland, Oct. 2. 
Local religious groups pres- 
sured The Cleveland Plain 
Dealer last week to revise its 
ad on RKO’s “His Kind of 
Woman” (Howard Hughes pro- 
duction), current at the Pal- 











Some TOA principals now want 











Laud M-G, 20th 

Exhibs who charged Warners 
and Paramount with especially 
objectionable selling demands 
at last week’s Theatre Owners 
of America convention in N. Y. 
accompanied their squawks 
with posies for Metro. 

Nat Williams, Thomasville. 
Ga., theatre op, and Max Con- 
nett, member of the TOA 
board and exec committee, at 
an open meeting of the TOA 
exhib-distrib relations com- 
mittee, gave M-G credit as “the 
company where you can get 
consideration in respect to 
percentages in small towns.” 
Connett commented privately 
later that 20th-Fox also was 
agreeable in its policies. 








Small Exhibs Get 


Bigger Voice In 


| of America want the outfit to join 
|hands with Allied States Assn. in 
an attack upon the distributors’ 
|sales policies. Some members of 
TOA’s distrib-exhib relations com- 
| mittee are planning to propose such 
an alliance before toppers of Allied 
when the latter holds its national 
| convention in N. Y. Oct. 30. 
Specific objective is to force the 
distribs to abandon the practice of 
| setting national sales policies for 
| pix. TOA-ers contend rental terms 


ance with conditions in each area 
and the earning power of each the- 
atre They argue, for example, a 
40° rental deal for a film in an 
important theatre in N. Y. or any 
other key city doesn’t necessarily 
mean the same film should draw 
40°> from theatremen in lesser rev- 
enue-producing situations. 

| In line with this, TOA is en- 
deavoring to induce the film com- 
panies to give more autonomy to 
branch managers, since the latter 
have immediate knowledge of con- 
| ditions in local areas and are best 
suited to judge equitable rentals. 
Theatre org wants the distribs ‘o 





break from the policy of requiring 
1 : oe - ; homeoffice approval of all licensing 
hibs are Racor ngge Spee Foot disiribs. A local event likely to TOA After Beefs contracts. 
pare Prenraag es iy niohe te pes i tated —_— draw the national spotlight this TOA at its national conclave in 
. ; - é month is the joint meeting of Al- N. Y. last week, sought such ad- 
: a chance of winning him to your B 1) Pessimism lied and TOA district units in Mem.| Theatre Owners of America justments in distrib habits in. a 
’ way of thinking .when youre sit- —" phis Oct. 16-17. Both sides have | Chiefs this week showed promise of huddle with sales toppers. But it 
n ting at a table with him and talk- : “mutual problems.” | giving small exhib members more | way clear the theatre association 
)- ing about common problems. Paramount president Barney Canvass of opinion at the TOA | Voice in fixing the outfit's policy made little progress. Feeling now 
" —s ar ee a a | Balaban’s address before the The-| conclave in New York last week | and scope of activity. Move is js that if both TOA and Allied were 
Ss a of T cheat ry Ro “| atre Owners of America last week, | discloses that less prominent exhibs | S¢¢n as a means of assuaging grass- (9g throw their combined strength 
"9 ing together on theatre priced : i are the chief advocates of the | roots theatremen who complained pehind the pitch for new rental 
| nel hearings as a. result of some|in which he expressed full confi- ere weet : Sg stg inet lye oe Mga meet 
p ‘ : closer association between the two| they more or less Were neglected | considerations there would be more 
S, chance oo Si Fabian and True-| dence in the industry's future, was | giant theatre groups. They have |and their problems still were un- | jikelihood of success. 
le man Rembusch had _ together. | in sharp contrast with a talk deliv- | hecome “organization minded,” it’s | Solved following last week's N.Y. Matter of distrib rental demands 
Heads of the television committees | ered by the Par prez before the oa : : ti : ep Wag tte 
st of TOA and Allied tivel : hi in 1948 clear, and believe TOA and Allied | convention. : touched off the only really spirited 
: . ; er ively, | same group in C —— 48 ' more or less are faced with the First measure will be to at least pow at the TOA convention «s 
et (Continued on page 25) : Balaban told TOA’s conven- same set of problems, consequent- partially close the gap in relation- grassroots theatre ons raised a 
th tion that distribution-production (Continued on page 25) ship between field units and the pow! in behalf of throwing a full 
ay °9 ' was running heavily in the red and N. Y. headquarters. Both presi- | spotlight on the costs of film. They 
he Magnani $ Volcano wT he the tt sch of eee 1 dent Mitchell Wolfson and board | (Continued on page 25) 
- “The producers of your only chairman Charles P. Skouras re- | é 
i. Will Finally Erupt source of supply are losing money Justice Dept. Neglects wortedly will recommend thet all 





On Yank Screens 


“Volcano,” made in Italy more 
than two years ago with the idea 
of having two femmes in the life 
of director Roberto Rossellini 
simultaneously competing in simi- 
lar films, may finally hit W. S. 
screens shortly. Pic stars Anna 
Magnani, who preceded Ingrid 
Bergman romantically in Rossel- 
lini’s life. 

“Volcano” was originally aimed 
for early 1950 release opposite 
Rossellini's Bergman - starrer, 
“Stromboli.” The pix are parallel 
in locale and somewhat similar in 
their stories. 

Myriad of financial and techni- 
cal difficulties, however, delayed 
‘Volcano,” which was directed by 
William Dieterle. Motion Picture 
Sales Corp., headed by Charles 
Casanave and Neil Agnew, which 
owned U. S. rights, took more than 
18 months beyond expectations to 


: forthcoming releas*s may be up for F 
: : mented privately last week that ' ,. 4 
= olcano” through these come of age. The saatedity - a Martina contends he was forced | they expect many of the small the- ‘Ra presenting the studio at the 


Along the way, MPSC had so 
reduced its own sales organization 
that it was forced to turn the pic 
over to United Artists. That re- 
Sulted from pressure by Dieterle 
and the Italian producer, Ferruc- 
cio Caramelli, both of whom hold 
percentage interests. 

Pic was dubbed into English in 
Italy, but the job proved so un- 
Satisfactory that another $35,000 
had to be spent in Hollywood on 
Tedoing it. Film was also re-edited 
there under Dieterle’s supervision. 
Included in the costs were expenses 
of Casanave for three months in 
Hollywood while the job was under 

vay. 

MPSC deal for U. S. rights 
Called for payment of $80,000 
advance against a $250,000 guaran- 
tee and percentage. The $80,000 
was finally paid after a long con- 
troversy with Dieterle as to the 
order of various percentage share- 
holders in the payoff line. 

Film has long since played off 
in Europe. Its entire production 
®ost is said to have been about 
$150,000, with a-hefty’ portion go- 
ing to Miss Magnani at the rate 
of $3,000 weekly for her services. 


and will continue to do so for some 
time,” he warned theatremen. He 
capped his gloomy report with the 
comment “no one can guarantee” 
that the distributors will be able to 
remain in business because of their} Department of Justice spends 
downbeat finances. “millions of dollars” in enforce- 
Things are plenty different now,|™ent of the antitrust laws, but 
Balaban, in effect, told the TOA-ers | nonetheless neglects small busi- 
last week. “We are looking ahead, | 2essmen such as theatre operators, 
eager for what the future can| according to C. V. Martina, presi- 
bring, and confident that it holds | dent of Martina Theatre Corp. Out- 
a new and brighter era for every-| fit operates houses in Oswego, 
one connected with our business,” | Ogdensburg and Rochester, N. Y. 
he declared. Circuit head claims that for two 
Speech was the most optimistic | years he asked the Justice Depart- 
made by Balaban in years, accord-|™ment to demand compliance by 
ing to vet industryites. He said he | Schine Theatres of the latter's con- 
was in Hollywood recently and the | Sent decree in its antitrust suit, but 
“atmosphere of confidence is really | Without success. Martina alleges 
contagious.” he received only 4% to 5% of the 
Balaban gave TV full attention, | first-run pix in Ogdensburg, al- 
commenting at one point: “When | though he was permitted 40%. of 
all the shouting is over, the motion | the prior-run_ product _under the 
picture theatre will still be serving | decree, and obtained 3% to 4% of 
the public, exhibitors and distribu- | first-run films in Oswego, while the 
tors vill still be arguing about film | decree gives him 333° of the top 


Small Theatre Owners, 


Sez Martina; Asks 8416 


vision will keep us on’ our toes to|t® Close his Capitol, Oswego, for 
produce better pictures, to mer- four months because of the lack of 
chandise our product better on| Prior runs, and the Pontiac, same 
every level, and to give our patrons | City, kept open only with second 
the best possible facilities and serv- | features and foreign pix. Martina 
ice in the theatre. And we'll do| Claims he received some top films 
it.” only via competitive bidding, and 
In looking back to his address in many instances was forced to 
of ’48, although not quoting from it, bid more than 100° of the actual 
Balaban said that the problem at | SSS. | ; ieee 
that time was “every bit as serious} Circuit operator is plaintiff in an 
as I then presented it. The rapid antitrust suit against Schine and 
mushrooming of television was hav- the distribs in which ‘alleged dam- 
ing its unmistakable impact upon ; 28¢5 Of $841,500 are sought. 
our industry.” Balaban recalled it 


was “a shock to hit the solid ground| Crown to Europe For 


of reality” after the lush economy 
of the war years. Sales on ‘Want You’ 











Reisman to Eye Europe 


Phil Reisman, head of RKO’s 
foreign department, planes out of 
N. Y. Saturday (6) for a four-to- 
five week inspection, tour of Eu- 
rope. Reisman has set a meeting 
of RKO’s European top brass for 
Paris on Oct. 15. 





Former ambasasdor Joseph P. 
Kennedy will probably accompany | 
him. 


Alfred W. Crown, Samuel 
Goldwyn Productions sales topper, 
leaves N. Y. next Monday (8) for 
& five-to-six week swing of England 


and the Continent to set up sales | 


for Goldwyn’s upcoming “I Want 
You.” 
Plan is to arrange dates at the 


earliest so as to draw full value | Sidney, 





| with Benagoss Productions to dram- | 





TOA-ers in the field sit in at meet- | 
ings at six centrally-located cities | 
about every couple of months. | 
Midwest members, would convene 
in Chicago and the southwest ex- | 
hibs would meet in Dallas, for ex- 
ample. 

Idea is to give each exhib full , 


opportunity to relate beefs about | 


trade conditions to the TOA board | 
member in his area. 


action where justified. 
Additionally, both Skouras and 





Latter would | 
be called upon to suggest national | 


Metro Field Rens 
To Have Yo're In 
‘Vadis’ S-les Policy 


Metro field reps, including di- 
vision, district and branch man- 
agers, will have a voice in formu- 
ating policy for the company’s 
multi-million-dollar “Quo Vadis.” 
William F. Rodgers, M-G’s v.p. and 


| general sales topper, has called a 


| full-scale three-d°y mecting at the 
Wolfson, under the plan, will at- | pies . 
tend many of the regional con- | Ambassador East Hotel, Chicago, 


claves over the year’s span, it’s 
said, to immediately 


|opening Oct. 22, at which views of 


ales h , 
acquaint | the sales execs in the field will be 


ranvassed. 
themselves with members’ squaws. | ?"¥#ssed 


In any event, it’s clear many of | 


TOA’s principals have recognized 


that the smaller members want | 


more attention given them and'. pe ‘ 
what they say is their biggest prob- and overall sales policy. 
lem, that of distrib rental demands. | session 


Couple of board members com- 


atre ops will ankle the TOA fold | 


unless this new attention is given. | charee 





‘Glove’ Drama Deal 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 
Charles Bennett closed a deal 


atize “The Green Glove,” recently | 
filmed, as a legiter for showing in| 
N. Y. and London, 

Under the agreement the stage | 
play must not be shown in a major | 
American or British city before | 
May 1, 1952. By that time the} 
picture, released througk United 
Artists, will have filled its first-run 
bookings. 


} 


Rodgers wants a complete sizeup 
of conditions in each local area 
plus the advices of h's field men to 
determine “Vadis” edmission scales 
In view 
of the length and s°ope of the Chi 
M-G’s entire lineup of 


session will be Dore Schary, v.p. in 
of production. He'll be en 


'route east from Culver City to ad- 
‘dress the Allied States Assn. con- 
| vention in N. Y. late this month. 


Homeoffice delegation at the con- 
clave, in addition to Rodgers, in- 
clude E. M. Saunders, assistant 
general sales manav*r; Charles M. 
Reagan, sales exec; Howard Dietz, 
ad-pub v.p.; Si Seadler, ad man- 
ager; Dan S. Terrell, field promo- 
tion manager; John Joseph, pub- 
licity manager; H..1. Richey, as- 


' sistant to Rodgers; M. L. Simons, 


assistant to Richey; William Kelly, 
head of the print department; 
Alan F. Cummings, in charge of 


should be determined in accord- _ 


branch operations; Richard A. 
| Harper, circuit tee rep; Jeet Be- 
: s |zahler. in charge of bidding; W1il- 

+ SDG Cites Hitchy \liam Brenner, "head of checking; 
Hollywood, Oct. 2. | George Maurer, who heads sales 

Alfred Hitchcock won the Screen , development, and Bill Ornstein, 
Directors Guild quarterly award | trade press contact. gk A 
for the best directorial achieve-| “Vadis” dual-preems at N. Y.’s 
ment on “Strangers on a Train.” | Astor and Capitol, Broadway first- 
Other nominees were George runs, on the evening of Nov. 8. It 
“Show Boat”; Michael | will run continuous at the Cap and 





from the film’s timeliness. “Want | Gordon, “Cyrano”; Richard Thorpe. play on a reserved-seat two-a-day 


You” concerns current re-mobiliza- 
tion in the U. S~ 


| 


“Caruso.” All were released in the | policy at the Astor. Admission 
first quarter of 1951. scales have yet to be set. 
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The Desert Fox 


Rambling, episodic dociimen- 
tary-type biog of Field Mar- 
shal Rommel. Exploitable for 
some b.o. attention, 











Hollywood, Sept. 28. 


Twentieth-Fox release of Nunnally John- 
son production. Stars James Mason; fea- 
tures Cedric Hardwicke, Jessica Tandy, 
Luther Adler, Everett ‘Sloane, Leo - | 
Carroll, George Macready, Richard Boone, | 
Eduard Franz, Desmond Young. Directed 
by Henry Hathaway. Screenplay, Nunnally 
Johnson; from the biography by Brig. 
Desmond Young; camera, Norbert Bro- 
dine; editor, James -B. Clark; sic, 
Daniele Amfitheatrof. Tradeshown Sept. 
25. ’51. Running time, 88 MINS. 


pS ere ry rere James Mason 
Dr. Kari Strolin........ Cedric Hardwicke 
Frau Rommel ........++.-. Jessica Tandy 
So eos Luther Adler 
General Burgdorf .........Everett Sloane 
Marshall von Rundstedt Leo G. Carroll 


General Fritz Bayerlein..George Macready 
Aldinger ... Richard Boone 
Col. Von Stauffenberg......Eduard Franz 
Desmond Young ...... Himself 
Manfred Rommel ...... William Regnolds 
General Schultz ...... Charles Evans 
Admiral Ruge.......... Walter Kingsford 
Keitel ...... .csvcccessecsecse John Hoyt 
General Maisel .... a Don De Leo 
Rommel’s Driver—Africa..Richard Elmore 
Major Walker .....ccess John Vosper 


Commando Captain ....... Dan O’Herlihy 
Commando Colonel ....... Scott Forbes 
British Medic .....ccsces Victor Wood 


British Officer ....... Lester Matthews 
| eee TOTES LT Mary Carroll 
Col. Von Hofaker.... Pau! Cavans h 
Jodl ; Jack Baston 


voteme naan Carleton Young 
euens ex Freeman Lusk 


German Major 
German Surgeon 





The story of Field Marshal Er- 
win Rommel, as. biographed by 
Brigadier Desmond Young, comes 
to the screen as an episodic docu- | 
mentary difficult to follow or un- 
derstand. It seems likely to com- 
mand some boxoffice attention on 
its exploitation potential, which is 
strong if well used, but the popu- | 
lar ingredients are lacking. 

One ballyhoo peg is the contro- 
versial angle posed by the sym- | 
athetic pitch made for Rommel by 
Young, and the whitewashing given | 
a number of Nazi military leaders | 
previously charged with being war 
criminals by the British. Biog and 
script tend to show these leaders 


| tion, Stars Joseph Cotten, Barbara Stan- | over an easy dame and is hounded 


| tures Joe De Santis, Jim Backus, Margaret 
| Wycherly. Directed by Fletcher Markle. 


| based on story by John Dickson Carr; 


| shown Sept. 28, °51. 
MINS. 


The Man With a Cleak 


Light period mystery with 
slow b.o. outlook despite good 
star names. 


Hollywood, Oct. 1. 


Metro release of Stephen Ames produc- 








wyck, Louis Calhern, Leslie Caron; fea- 


Written for the screen by Frank Fenton; 





| camera, George J. Folsey; editor, Newell 


P. Kimlin; music, David Raksin. Trade- 
5 Running time, 80 


rete ree rere Joseph Cotten 
Lorna Bounty .......... Barbara Stanwyck 
are re Louis Calhern | 
Madeline Minot ...........- Leslie Caron 
MartOm ....cccceccccccccess Joe De Santis 
POOOEN ».. ces ken ences Jim Backus | 
Mrs. Flynn............Margaret Wycherly | 
Cn Rises ah assades as Richard Hale 
Be, BOOED cccecucocae Nicholas Joy 
PoOHCemMman ..cccsceccccses Roy Roberts 
WEEE icc cQnecntesenees Mitchell Lewis 





A good cast and a quiz-angled 
plot are put through leisurely | 
paces in the ineptly titled “The | 
Man With A Cloak.” Such familiar | 
names as Barbara Stanwyck, Jo- | 
seph Cotten and Louis Calhern | 


Mixed in is a stronger romantic 


interest than ex of an out- 
door feature, and pace is inclined 
to be spotty. Action highlights, 
however, come often enough to 
keep the movement fairly fast. 
Edmond O’Brien is the ‘mining 
expert-hero who gets in trouble 


in his attempts to make a come- 
back by Richard Arlen, who gets 
the gal and successfully prevents 
O’Brien from obtaining top jobs. 
Reduced to being an assayer in a* 





| western mining camp. O’Brien is | 


beginning to find a little peace in | 
his hideout until Yvonne De Carlo | 
and her father, Edgar .Buchanan, | 
enter his life. 


Heroine and her father find a 
rich pocket in a mine they have on 
a short-term jiease from Barry 
Fitzgerald, the miserly heavy of 
the plot. O’Brien becomes mixed 
up in the battle on Miss De Carlo’s 
side to defeat dirty scheme of 
Fitzgerald’s to prevent mining of | 
the rich ore. Ambush, fisticuffs, | 
dynamite and mob attack are| 
stunts used to harass the hero and | 


‘end the film some marquee value, | lead up to the climax featuring a | 


but, overall, picture is less impor- | 


tant than the names indicate. Busi- | 
ness will be spotty at best. 

Cotten is the mystery character 
who furnishes the quiz angle to the 
John Dickson Carr story, scripted 
by Frank Fenton. Cotten drifts 
through the picture as a strange, | 
poetry-spouting drunkard, penni- 
less but charming. Finale reveals | 
he is Edgar Allen Poe. 

This character’s kindness to Les- 
lie Caron, newly arrived from 
France, involves him in a murder 
plot hatched by Miss Stanwyck and 
her strongarm henchman, Joe De 
Santis, against Calhern, a decrepit 
roue, aged and ill, who is dringing | 
himself to death. Setting for the 
melodrama is N. Y. of 1848. 

Miss Caron’s mission to America | 
is to reconcile Calhern with a| 





grandson and obtain money to help*| —— fuzzy, which could be a print | action. 
: | fault. 


the new French Republic leaders. 
She finds the old man hemmed in 
by Miss Stanwyck and De Santis, 


nd Nazi forces as an invincible | playing housekeeper and butler, re- 
might that was overthrown solely | spectively, as they wait for him to 
because of Hitler's stupid leader-|die and provide them with mil- 
ship. History has recorded differ- | lions. Interested in the plot taking 
ently. shape, Cotten is able to sway Cal- 

Battle action in the film is very hern to ¢hange his will and leave 


good, both that concocted in the | his money to the grandson. 


studio and that snatched =e ae Borges lB age me rnng regen 
tual war footage. Picture gets 0 : : y is : 


° seaNhie’ Game : .. | poison and a pet raven secretes the 
= SE ee ae eral caid new will. For additional circum- 
a te pe North African ‘head. | Stance, Calhern suffers a stroke at 
quarters by. British Commandos. | this point, but is able, through his 
This all takes place before the tiile | eves. to indicate to Cotten where 
nd credits are flashed but the | the will has been placed. Windup 
seawiine is not borne out for a/|has Cotten saving the fortune for 
solid war film after narration and | ee oe wee | 
re ee pitage manera "8 still a mystery to the other-| 

‘ast names offer antage incioais 

‘ . | principals, = 
luring bee het ag ee Pingel Performance-wise, film utilizes | 
tage Bi gps Pho iggy + Sethe ithe excellent taients of its stars 


. 'and supporting players to good ad- 
FY bash egsnceiy are good, with James | vantage. Miss Caron, from the 
ason’s portrait of the Desert Fox 


oe - | still-unreleased “An American, in 
extremely able within the shadowy | Paris.” creates a strong impression 
confines of the script. His scenes 


: ~ : : ,as the bewildered French girl. She 
with Jessica Tandy, playing Frau) has appeal and ability. Miss Stan- 
Rommel, have sound emotional | wyek, Cotten and Calhern use 
value through the underplaying of | their’ acting opportunities to give 
both performers. Luther Adler's! ine fim an interest it would not 
screaming, hysterical Hitler a!so is! otherwise have had. De Santis, 
good, although confined to brief jim Backus, as a saloon-keeper, 
footage. Margaret Wycherly and others 
Nunnally Johnson both produced measure up neatly. 
and wrote the screenplay. His| Fletcher Markle’s direction had 
script is launched when the real-! a leisurely story to tell and is able 
life Desmond Young starts to track ito build only a few sequences of 
down facts about Rommel and his/| suspense. Stephen Ames’ produc- 
death after the war is over. The | tion supervision captures the pe- 
welding of the Rommel character | riod feeling of the plot. Good cam- 
and the basis for Young's biog IS | era work by George na Folsey and 
presented in sketchy episodes, in-| an okay music score by David Rak- 
terspersed with the roar and flash | sin headline the technical credits. 
od — on the African battle-| Brog. 
ront. 


Rommel! as an ill man, fighting 
against odds to obtain a victory for 
his fuehrer; his defiance of orders 
by retreating when ordered to 
fight to the death; his transfer to 
the Atlantic command and the 
coming invasion by Allied forccs; 
the gradual awakening to the weak- Hollywood. Sept. 27. 
enness of Hitler’s leadership and| Paramount release of Nat Holt produc- 
bor ~A lot to kill the Nazi chieftain, | tion. Stars Edmond O’Brien. Yvonne De 
whic Glad : ; 
made as the story leads up to the Edgar. Phas oll oo MR gy ge - 
biog’s conclusion that Rommel com- | Dierkes. Directed by Byron 


: ’ : Screenplay, Frank Gruber; based 
mitted suicide at Hitler’s order in| }y Luke Short; camera (Technicolor), Ray 





Silver City 
(COLOR) 





Outdoor actioner with average 
chances in that market. 








return for a hero’s grave and safety | Rennahan; editor, Elmo Billings; music, |° 


for his family. 
Henry Hathaway’s direction, 


Paul Sawtell. Tradeshown Sept. 24, °51. 
Running time, 91 MINS. 


| color lensing and period costumes, 


| les his 


| scenic outdoor values to frame the | of the principals are clearly de- 


| Reno” a likeable piece of film mer- | 
chandise for the family-type situ-| 





sawmill chase of the killer. « 


O’Brien _ satisfactorily answers | 
demands of the Frank Gruber | 
script and Byron Haskins’ direc- | 
tion. Miss De Carlo becomes the | 
as does Laura Elliot, the bad | 
femme of the cast. Fitzgerald tack- 
heavy role neatly, and 
villainry gets a first-class assist 


|from Michael Moore, as Fitzger- | 
| ald’s 


gun-slinging henchman. ! 
Arlem rounds out the top casters 
excellently, and the others are | 
okay. 
Nat Holt’s production supervi- | 


Wednesday, October 3; 1951 


und in Reno, adding to the 
ilm’s overall values, and techni- 
cal lineup is workmanlike in put- 
ting story on celluloid. Brog,. 


Drums in the Deep South 
(COLOR) 








Civil war melodrama for sec- 
ondary situations. 





RKO release of Maurice and Frank King 
production. Stars James Craig, Barbara 
Payton, Guy Madison; features Barton 





MacLane, Craig Stevens, Tom Fadden, 
Robert Osterloh, Taylor Holmes, Robert 

ston, Lewis Martin, Peter Brocco, Dan 
White, Louis Jean Heydt. Directed by 
William Cameron Menzies. Screenplay, | 
Philip Yordan and Sidney Harmon, from | 
story by Hollister Noble; camera (Super- | 
cinecolor), Lionel Lindon; editor, Rich- | 
ard Heermance; music, Dimitri Tiomkin. | 
Tradeshown N. Y., Oct. 1, ’51. Running 
time, 87 MINS. 


role in the Mortimer Braus-J 

Pollexfen sony. Film — at 
the death of the original monster 
that terrified London Many years 
ago and the rescue of Hyde’s baby 
son by two old friends, Plot then 
picks up 30 years later, with Hay- 
ward grown and a research scien- 
tist. As he readies to marry Jody 
Lawrance, the two old friends ad. 
vise him of his origin and he de- 
cides to delay the wedding until 
he can prove his father was not 
an insane monster but a serious 


| scientist trying to help humanity. 


As story. unfolds it becomes ap- 


| Parent that Alexander Knox, one 


of the old friends who is the 
trustee for Hayward’s estate, is up 
to no good. He wants to place the 
Same curse on Hayward as that 


| borne by the latter’s father so he 


| DAS che James Craig ¢ 

Sathy Ping decease Waele ei FEE Seng eon ,can keep the money. By numerous 
Will Denning....... 2... ..Guy Madison +CQntrivances he turns the law and 
McCardle .......-s.cee. Earton MacLane _ people against the young sci- 
Purdy. mmers:-:::11:' Stem Fadden | entist but latter is able to prove 
MINN 367 4. Fsbo we ose s Robert Osterloh | finally his case when he battles the 
Albert MOOUS . sissccsosess Taylor, Holmes heavy and the latter dies trying to 
MOE 2 5 ses ins 6 0008600 caren ston | : ae 

General Johnston........... Lewis Martin | ©SCape from a fire—much as did 
Union Cor oS ree Peter Broceo | 7 

orpora énnings........-.. an. ite uch of the i _ 
Colonel House......... Louis Jean Heydt | ootage is too slow 





“Drums in the Deep South” is a | 
period melodrama that ordinarily 
would not excite much attentioa at 
the b.o. But with the much-pub-| 
licized Barbara Payton as one of its 
stars, the Maurice and Frank King | 
production should reap extra coin | 
from the curious. Otherwise, the 
film is best suited for secondary | 
situations. | 

The Philip Yordan-Sidney Har- | 
mon screenplay, from a story by | 
Hollister Noble, is somewhat con- 
fused in the opening scenes. Char- 
acters are not sufficiently estab- 
lished and it is not until the clos- 


sion is assured good casting and | ing reels that identities of several 


Luke Short story. The Ray Ren- ‘fined. There also seems to be an 
nahan color lensing is acceptable, | indecision as to whether to point 
although much of the footage hues|up the romantic values or the 


Brog. | Ex-West Point room-mates Guy 
| Madison, James Craig and Craig 


Reunion in Reno Stevens are holding a reunion at 








Nice family-type  entertain- 
ment for general situatigns. | 
Moderate b.o. 








Hollywood, Sept. 28. 


Universal release of Leonard Goldstein 
production. Stars Mark Stevens, Peggy | 
Dow, Gigi Perreau; features Frances Dee, 
Ray Collins, Leif Erickson. Directed by | 
Kurt Neumann. Screenplay, Hans Jacoby, 
Shirley White; adaptation, Lou Breslow; 
story, Brenda Weisberg, William Sack- 


| heim; camera, Maury Gertsman; editor, 
| Virgil Vogel. Previewed Sept. 25, ’51. 


Running time, 78 MINS. 
PENIRRID Shake hae dne cesar Mark Stevens 
Laura 


OEM bis ccas hewn seutivs ve Gigi Perreau 
Mrs. Linaker ..... Severe Frances Dee 


Par, SOE | viv 6 Gudacaaes-c Leif Erickson 
Judge Kneeland ............ Ray Collins 
itt pie Fay Baker 
eg eee eee «... Myrna Dell 


RED DROVES \ 8c sac cmediaess Dick Wessel 





An entertaining plot premise, 


ation. It has the proper amount of 


humor and pathos in its story of | 
a little girl who comes to Reno to 
get a divorce from her parents. It | 
into the | 


never goes overboard 
maudlin during its 78 minutes. 
B.o. returns are not calculated to 
be sizable, but film will be liked 
by the principal audience at which 
it is aimed. 


Little Gigi Perreau plays the 


nine-year-old who walks into the| 


office of divorce attorney Mark 
Stevens and asks for the unknot- 
ting from her parents, Frances 
Dee and Leif Erickson. Taken by 
the youngster, Stevens plots with 
his girlfriend, Peggy Dow, to get 
to the bottom of the situation. 
First they locate the parents, bring 
them on to Reno and try numer- 
ous tricks to get at the bottom of 
the mystery. It is not until they 
stage a phoney divorce hearing 
with a sympathetic judge that the 
truth is brought out. Miss Perreau 
wants her divorce because her par- 
ents are going to have a baby and 
{she, being adopted, feels she will 





backfired, are all poinis | Cte. Barry Fitzgerald, Richard Arlen, | be in the way. Reconciliations are 


|in order all around, and Stevens 


Haskin. | and Miss Dow decide to zet mar- 
on story ried and raise a family of their 


wn 


Plot of the Brenda Weisberg- 
| William Sackheim story might not 


. : | Larkin Moffatt ......... Edmond 0’ | i 
doesn’t have the opportunity to ap- Candace Surrency Siniws Yvonne AS aoe “— ~~ = . p. oo searching a 
— clearcet because of the skip- R. R. Jervoe_ Ay Rin 66 -...Barry Fitzgerald | oanee af tes = 7 = = a, ell 
* @riesS SUOITS ....ceeeee - 
a + gag tenn , gy gee: Mrs. Barber... v.scvsvs+- Gladys George tions it fills the selactalement tan. 
scenes very vivid but, overall, the Dutch Surrency ‘eveees Edgar Buchanan Hans Jacoby and Shirley White 
ace is inclined to ramble. ’ His Taft Spree ieaueess Michael Moore | have given it okay scripting, and 
Reodiing of the performers ie cod eet TT aT Tir erie John Dierkes | Kurt Neumann’s direction keeps 





cellent. Leo G. Carroll depicts 
Field Marshal Von Rundstedt in City” about pars the course. and 
ey style, and others noted in the | can expect a boxoffice reaction on 
oll capable work include | approximately the same level be- 
ererets oane, George Macready, ing registered by similar films now 
z luard_ Franz, Walter Kingsford, | flooding the market. It’s well- 
z n Hoyt and Paul Cavanagh enough done for this type of 
he most footage, and well done, actioner, and wears the usual 
aay a Bee car players falls| Technicolor dress, but there's 
be c wicke, as the Lord| nothing to indicate more than 
ayor of Stuttgart, who is instru- | ordinary business. 
mental in the plot against H'tlcr.| Instead of cattie ranching and 
Technical achievements are all. rustling, this one deals with silver 
expert, Brog. 


As outdoor features go, “Silver 





the development and pe-formances 
on a natural level. 

Miss Perreau’s playing of the lit- 
tle girl is unmarred by any of the 

recocious touches too often noted 
in film moppets. Stevens and Miss 
Dow team excellently for a roman- 
tic note. The parents are played 
well by Miss Dee and Erickson. Ray 
Collins handles the sympathetic 
judge well. As Stevens’ secreiary, 





| okrv. 
| The Leonard Go'd-tein produc- 


imines and would-be hijackers.,tion lensed most of the back-/ 


Peggy Dow} 


nicely done, makes “Reunion in| 


Fay Baker stands out. Others are | 


the latter’s Georgia home when the 
Civil War breaks out. Conflict 
drags on three years, Madison 
fighting with the Union Army and 
the others with the Confederates. 

Things don’t pop until Craig is 
assigned to occupy a mountain with 
an artillery detail and shell Gen. 
Sherman’s railroad supply line. 
Conveniently, the site is near Stev- 
ens’ plantation, and his wife, Miss 
| Payton, does some fancy spying 
before she and Craig are blown up} 
atop the peak by Union soldiers | 
under Madison. 

William Cameron Menzies’ direc- | 





tion tends to drag except in some | 
stirring sequences depicting the 
'struggle to mount the guns on the 
| bluff and the subsequent shelling | 
of supply trains. Miss Payton, a 
| busty blonde, has the only femme 
(role in the cast. She is none too 
convincing either in the few ro- 
| mantic scenes or in her espionage 
activities. 
| Craig turns in a competent job 
as an artillery officer while Madi- 
son is fair as a Union major. In 
,another anomaly Stevens fades off 
the screen after the opening foot- 
|} age and never reappears although 
| his name is frequently mentioned. 
| Best of the supporting players are 
|Barton MacLane and Tom Fad- 
| den, who contribute fine portrayals 
|as members of the Confederate ar- 
| tillery detachment. 
Made almost a year ago, the pic- 
jture’s Supercinecolor tints don’t 
measure up to more recent pix 
lensed in that process. Camera- 
work of Lionel Lindon is good. 
However, the laboratory frequently 
gives a blueish hue to grass, and 
the colors are frequently inconsist- 
ent. The King brothers wrapped 
the venture in well-appointed pro- 
duction trappings, and most tech- 
nical credits are above average. 
Gilb. 


| 





The Son of Dr. Jekyll 


Mild programmer further pro- 
jecting the Dr. Jekyll-Mr. 
Hyde horror plot. 








Hollywood, Oct. 2. 

Columbia production and release. Stars 
Louis Hayward, Jody Lawrance, Alexan- 
der Knox; features Lester Matthews, 
Gavin Muir, Paul Cavanagh, Rhys Wil- 
liams. Directed by Seymour Friedman. 
Written by Mortimer = and Jack Pol- 
lexfen; camera, Henry Freulich: editor, 
Gene Havlick; music, Paul Sawtell. Pre- 
yewee Sept. 28, ’51. Running time, 76 
ME. Svaiedadke pe ... Louis Hayward 
repens Jody Lawrance 
Curtis Lanyon ...... 








.»- Alexander Knox 

John Utterson .......... Lester Matthews 
Richard Daniels .......... . Gavin Muir 
Inspector Stoddard........ Paul Cavanagh 
Michaels egecee s Williams 
tie § errr Doris Lloyd 
Hazel Sarelle Claire Carleton 


eee «oese+-Patrick Q)Moore 
Constable .....+s...++++... James Logan 

«+ seeeeececess+-Leslie Denison 
. 2 re Robin Camp 








The much-filmed “Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde” gets a second-genera- 
tion treatment in this Columbia of- 
fering. It will get by in the pro- 
grammer market in a dual-bill 
combination. 


paced to attract attention and the 
thrills projected are rather obvi- 
ous. Within the limits of the script 
and Seymour Friedman's direction 
the players are okay. Other than 


| the three principals, cast includes 


Lester Matthews, Gavin Muir, Paul 
Cavanagh, Rhys Williams and a 
nifty crone done by Doris Lloyd. 
Film bears no producer credit, 
being a Columbia front office of- 
fering. The technical assists sup- 
plied by Henry Freulich’s lensing, 
music score, editing and otherwise 
are average for such budget films. 








Brog. 
The Lady With the Lamp 
(BRITISH) 
Florence Nightingale biopic 


starring Anna Neagle, Michael 
Wilding; top rating for British 
exhibs but looks more difficult 
in U. S. market. 





London, Sept. 24. 

British Lion release of Wilcox-Neagle 
production. Stars Anna Neagle, Michael 
Wilding. Directed by Herbert Wilcox. 
Screenplay, Warren Chetham-Strode; cam- 
era, Austin Dempster; editor, Bill Lewth- 
waite; music, Anthony Collins. At War- 
ner Theatre, London, Sept. 22; ’51. Run- 
ning time, 110 MINS, 


Florence Nightingale....... Anna Neagle 


Hon. Sidney Herbert..... Michael Wilding 
Mrs. Bracebridge.......... Gladys Young 
Lord Palmerston........... Felix Aylmer 
Mr. Bracebridge........... Julian D’Albie 


Rt. Hon. W. E. Gladstone. Arthur Young 
Mr. Nightingale.......... Edwin Styles 
Mrs. Nightingale......... Barbara Couper 
Parthenope Nightingale Helen Shingler 
Mrs. Sidney Herbert....Rosalie Crutchely 


Nurse Johnson.......... Maray Mackenzie 
Sister Wheeler........... Maureen Pryor 
Howard Russell........... Henry Edwards 
| Dr. Sutherland.......... Andrew Osborn 


Richard M. Milnes...... Clement McCallin 
Queen Victoria 
H.R.H. Prince Albert..... Peter Graves 
Miss Bosanquet....Dame Sybil Thorndike 
Lora GStratforG. ....<cccess Monckton Hoffe 
Sir Douglas Dawson...... Cecil Trouncer 





In the “Lady With the Lamp” 
Anna Neagle adds another portrait 
to her screen gallery of famous 
women. Her characterization of 
Florence Nightingale is a sincerely 
moving study of a pioneer whose 
werk is being felt throughout the 
world today. Like most biopics, it 
is inclined to be perambulatory. 
But the mild, even tempo is in 
keeping with the subject. The 
Neagle-Wilding combo will put it 
in top rating for British exhibitors, 
but it may prove a more difficult 
proposition in the American mar- 
k 


et. 

The script, taken from Reginald 
Berkeley’s stageplay, focusses at- 
tention on the more exciting and 
colorful aspects of Florence Night- 
ingale’s campaign. Main theme is 
told against a political background 
which brings in -such famous char- 
acters as Gladstone, Lord Palmer- 
ston and Sidney Herbert. The be- 
hind-the-scenes political intrigue, 
showing cabinet meetings in Down- 
ing Street and House of Commons 
debates, widens the appeal and 
scope of the subject. 

The story opens shortly before 
the Crimean war when Florence 
Nightingale, with a training in 
nursing, refuses to be a member 
of the leisure elass into which 
born, but insists on continuing 
her work. The Crimean war 
brings tales of British soldiers dy- 
ing by the hundreds because of 
inadequate treatment. The Minis- 
ter of War, a steadfast believer in 
Miss Nightingale’s theories, gets 
her to organize a band of nurses 
to tend the wounded at Scutari. 

It is these scenes of disease and 
desolation at the base hospital 
which provided the film with its 
most vivid moments. The prejudice 
against nursing sisters proves as 

revalent in the battle zone as at 

ome, but the_resistance is finally 
overcome and the nurses effect a 
striking transformaticn. 

The film is staged with com- 
mendable fidelity. The settings of 
some of England's stately homes of 
the last century are in striking con- 
trast to the squalor of the Scutari 
hospital. In all respects, in -fact, 
the detail is ba on the results 
of careful research. Y~«*. despite 








Louis’ Hayward plays the title 


(Continued on page 22) 
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PICTURES 








_ fice personnel. 


‘ (Tues.) that it’s now up to the Par 


- on studio labor huddles. 


‘JA framework. 


« be for the publicists to join the 


“ member of AFL. This, however, 


_ as its bargaining agent. 


, art department staffers at the h.o. 
have been in Local 230 for about 
- the past two years although the 


week that it would be economica 
up its own circuit of big-screen 
the country and so cut film thea 


who’s also exec veepee of Madison Square Garden Corp., N. Y., 
said the number of potential theatre seats for big-screen video 
outnumbers tremendously the relatively few seats that IBC could 


open up via its own arenas. 
Irish admitted that roller rin 
“everybody and his brother want 


IBC with requests for the promoters’ fights if they can get the 
“We've dismissed those requests as ridicu- 
“Of course, nobody can predict what the 
situation will be two or three years from now, when the theatres 


necessary equipment. 
lous.” Irish declaréd. 


might no longer want to do bus 
we'll probably try to set up our o 


forced situation, and we’d do it only through necessity.” 

Irish cited Philadelphia as an example of why an IBC big-screen 
circuit at this time would be unfeasible. Philly arena, he said, has 
only 7,000 seats and some of those would have to be sacrificed 
to accommodate .any big-screen equipment. 


now carrying big-screen shows h 
certainty that a number of othe 
units soon. 
able to gross: far more than the 


As a result, Irish pointed out, the theatres will be 


lly unsound for the IBC to set 
television in arenas throughout 
tres out of the business. Irish, 


ks, municipal auditoriums and 
to get into the act,” besieging 


iness with us. If that happens, 
wn circuit. But that would be a 


Two Philly theatres 
ave over 3,000 seats, and it’s a 
r Philly houses will install the 


single arena ever could. 








N.Y. Par Publicists Vote for LATSE, 
But Union Ponders Where to Put ‘Em 


Last week’s switch of the Screen+ 
Publicists Guild unit at the Para- 
mount homeoffice into the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees already has 
sprouted difficulties. _Problem lies 
in the fact IA is without any unit 
into which the flacks could be ap- 
propriately slotted. 

Par’s office workers, apart from 
the publicists, also voted a switch, 
and they immediately move into 
JA’s H-63 Local, which was set up 
some time ago specifically for of- 


IA spokesman said yesterday 


flacks to map their own course so 
far as affiliation is concerned and 
then huddle with IA toppers to 
work out an agreement. IA prexy 
Richard Walsh is due back in N. Y. 
in about two weeks from the 
Coast, where he is now sitting in 


Walsh will be consulted in the 
event the Par-ites decide they 
want their own charter within the 
Alternative to 
this, it has been suggested, would 


Sign Pictorial and Display Local 
230. This outfit, like IA, is a 


might create legal problems since 
the Par unit already has voted IA 


RKO Pictures’ publicists and 


unit has yet to’ accept a contract 
from management, according to an 
RKO rep. _ Indications are that 
publicists at RKO Theatres ‘and 
Loew’s also may align themselves 





TEAMS AT SLAP 


ture Assn. of America on the pro- 
posed new Spanish-U. S. films 
agreemen: is still pending, MPAA 
international department is burned 
at the attitude of the Society of 
Independent Motion Picture Produ- 
cers. SIMPP nixed the pact at a 
session in New York last week. 
MPAA itself is likely this week 
to turn down acceptance of the 
agreement. Reasons, however, will 
differ from that of SIMPP. MPAA’s 
difficulty is that the interests of its 
members are in considerable vari- 
ance in Spain. 


been doing okay for 


like to see an okay .on the new 


| deal to improve their situation. 


SIMPP’s turndown of the pact 
is not in itself the cause of the 
majors’ wrath—since there's no as- 
surance that the MPAA will accept 








Delay FCC TV Hearings 


Washington, Oct. 2. 
As anticipated, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission has post- 
poned its hearings on theatre TV. 


uled to begin Nov. 26. They have 
been continued to Feb. 25, 1952. 
Deadline for tiling briefs and lists 
of witnesses to testify has likewise 
been postponed to Jan. 25. 


F&M Urges FCC 
To Mull Theatre 





Washington, Oct. 2. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission was urged last week 
to consider the effect of the Ameri- 
can Broadcasting Co.-United Para- 
mount Theatres merger on exhibi- 
tors when it holds hearings on 
the application to transfer the net- 
work to the theatre company. 

Fanchon & Marco, theatre oper- 
ators in Los Angeles and St. Louis, 
told the agency that although it 
has no TV stations it should not 
be denied opportunity to intervene 
in the proceedings. Proposed 
merger, it contended, will hurt 
other independent ‘theatre oper- 
ators, too, 
should hear from at least one rep- 





with Local 230. 


It has been recommended by. 


ably all the film flackeries would 


resentative of the business. 
F & M, which has an antitrust 


has run into theopposition oi the 


Russell Moss, H-63 head, that prob- | case pending against Paramount, 


benefit if they joined under the | FCC Broadeast Bureau on its re- 


roof of the same AFL local. He 
said this was his own personal 
view, not an official IA suggestion. 

In any event, it’s clear the Par 
switch to IA, from District 65 of 
the Distributive, Processing and 
Office Workers of America, has 
created some confusion on the in- 
dustry’s labor front. 


ROZ RUSSELL’S INDIE 
PIC IN TELE TRYOUT 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 





Rosalind Russell and her hus- | 


band, Fred Brisson, plan to use 
television as a test tube, showcas- 
ing their upcoming indie picture, 
“Never Wave at a Wac,” on “Schlitz 
Playhouse of Stars” via microwave 


_ Telay from N. Y. Oct. 19. 


They said here that purpose of 
the experiment is to get audience 
and critical reaction before cam- 
eras roll on the pic in January. 


. The picture, to be directed by 


George Marshall, has a UA release. 
Film budget will be about $700,000. 
_Miss Russell will star in the 
video and theatrical versions of 
the story, authored by J. E. Mc- 
Knight and David Swift. 


| quest to participate in the merger 
hearings. The Bureau takes the po- 
| sition that the theatre company has 
no basis for intervention since it is 
|neither a TV licensee nor an ap- 
plicant for any of the broadcast 
facilities involved in the merger. 
In replying to this opposition, 
F & M conceded that«this is true 


but asserted “their business and | 


property and lawful -rights will be 
vitally endangered if the applica- 
, tions of the merger corporations 
| shall be granted.” In these circum- 
(Continued on page 15) 





Flack Sues Hoppy, * 


The proceedings had been sched- | 


Effect of ABC-UPT 


and the Commission | 


the agreement either. Sore point is 
ithe suggestion that John G. Mc- 
| Carthy, director of the association's 
| international division, pulled a fast 
one on the indies in the negotia- 
tions in Madrid. 

If the MPAA kiboshes the deal, 
it will mainly be as the result of 
20th-Fox’s veto. Of 88 imported 
into Spain last year, 23 reportedly 
were 20th’s. It naturally doesn’t 
care to share the fruits of its acu- 
men with other companies that 
have been getting many fewer li- 
censes. Under the new arrange- 
ment, each of the majors would 
pretty much get an equal number. 

McCarthy virtually pleaded with 





distribution committee chairman 
James A. Mulvey to either go with 
him or send a rep with him to 
Spain. When that appeared impos- 
sible, McCarthy, prior to depart- 
ing for Madrid, huddled at length 
with SIMPP execs to get their 
views. 


actually concluded, McCarthy had 
inserted in the draft that it must 
be okayed in the U. S. not only 
by his own board, but by that of 
SIMPP as well. Thus, it couldn't 
become operative without the in- 
dies’ okay. 

That makes obvious the reason 
for the MPAA’s heat when word 
came on the SIMPP nix last week. 
The indies not only thumbed the 
proposed agreement, but took steps 
to name a rep in Europe who would 
be on hand whenever McCarthy or 
any other MPAA topper was nego- 
tiating a deal anywhere. Suggestion 
was that that was the only way 
SIMPP’s interest could be pro- 
tected. 

The MPAA-ers agree that such a 
move would be proper by SIMPP 
and claim they'd welcome having a 
rep of the independents in negotia- 
tions. They resent, however, after 





|SIMPP refused to send a delegate | 


! to Madrid, the implication that also 


| came out of the meeting that Mc- | 


(Continued on page 20) 


MPAA Invites Pic Execs 








ment film execs to come to the 
lu. S. as guests of the Motion Pic- 
jture Assn. of America was dis- 
|patched to Madrid last week by 
John G. McCarthy, director of the 
international division. Purpose 
would be to discuss further the pro- 


posed Spanish-U. S. film agree-| 


| Claims % Agreement nent. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 2. 
John A. Daley, press agent, filed 


| 
| 


Invited to come at their earliest 


convenience were Jose Maria Gar- , 


V3, MCARTHY 


While action by the Motion Pic- | 





Pic-Legit Dualed 

Chicago, Oct. 2. 
Unique double-feature bill 
will be tried at the Tivoli, in 
suburban Downers Grove, in 
which the theatre is billing an 
as-yet unselected “A” pic plus 
a stock company stage version 

of “Arsenic and Old Lace.” 
“Arsenic” company is main- 
ly amateur, but is directed by 
Marie Engstrand-Brady, actress 
currently appearing in NBC- 





Those who have | 
themselves | 
want to maintain the status quo, | 
while the others, of course, would | 


TV's “Hawkins Falls.”” Double 
bill will run three days, start- 
ing Nov. 8, with $1 tap. 


Divided Opinion 
On Old Pix As 
Steady TV Lure 











SIMPP prexy Ellis G. Arnall and | 


Finally, when the agreement was | 


Of Spanish Govt. to Come. 
To US. for Pact Talks. 


suit in‘Superior Court against Wil- cia Escudero, director general of | 
liam (Hopalong) Boyd and his man- | cinema in the Dept. of Information 


ager, Bob Stabler, demanding an and Tourism, and F. Javier Elorza, 
Plaintiff declares he had an agree- | commission regulating cinemas in 
ment as publicity director to re-| the Ministry of Commerce. 
ceive 3% of Boyd’s gross income Reps of MPAA member com- 
for 1950. panies and of the Society of Inde- 
Stabler, contacted in the east, | pendent Motion Picture Producers 
| denied the charge and said Daley | will be invited by McCarthy to sit 
had been hired on a straight salary |in on the talks with the Spaniards 
| basis and paid, off last. December. |and.their staff assistants. 





accounting of profits and $150,000. | Marques de Nerva, prez of the sub- | 


|'to exert viewer appeal on TV is a 
topic fraught with sharply divided 
opinion. Producer - distributor - ex- 
| hibitor Robert L. Lippert feels that 
|} ancient Hollywood pictures will 
|see only another year or two on 
video screens. In contrast, a CBS- 
TV spokesman this week cited a 
| big pickup in viewer response to its 
|““early” and “late” film shows as an 
|indication that “old movies” are 
| here to stay. 

TV calls for an integrated series, 


| Lippert maintains, rather than the | 


use of old films with different 
| faces and themes every night. The 
| public, he avers, gets accustomed 
|to the Phil Harrises, Jack Bennys, 
| Eddie Cantors, et al., and wants to 
see more of the personalities it’s 
familiar with. Dated pix can’t do 
this, since they have no continuity 
and the talent is continually chang- 
ing. 

Old Hollywood = and . foreign 
product, Lippert opines, will be 
almost entirely supplanted in time 
by 26-minute films made especially 
for TV. As a possible portent of 
the “things to come,” the exec re- 
vealed that so far he’s sold his own 
pictures to only 11 TV marketing 
areas, and has deals pending in an- 
other five or six. There are about 
65 TV marketing territories in all. 

CBS-TV version of “old movies’ ” 
puHing power lets the ratings 
speak for themselves. Last April, 
it’s disclosed, both the “early” and 
“late” shows had Pulse counts of 
5.9 apiece. Last month the “early” 
show climbed to 6.6 and the “late” 
jumped to 9.0. If the product is 
good, the net’s spokesman empha- 
| sized, the people will look at it. 
Most of the prints used on the web 
reportedly are first-run for TV. 














| Subpoenas Served On 
Biggies in Unionists Suit 
Los Angeles, Oct. 2. 


Superior Court subpoenas have | 


been served on a group of film ex- 
ecutives in the $214,000 suit filed 


Stage Employees, who charge that 
Roy Brewer and others conspired 
with the major studios to keep 
them out of work in the labora- 
tories. 

Named in the subpoenas are Y. 
Frank Freeman, Harry Cohn, E. J. 
Mannix, Sid Rogell, Fred Meyer. 
| Roy Brewer, Harry Warner, B. B. 
‘Kahane and I. E. Chadwick. Case 
is called called for Oct. 22. 





JOE HORNSTEIN MEMORIAL 


memorial to the late Joe Hornstein, 
| Fred J. Schwartz, chief barker of 
Variety Tent No. 35 in N. Y., has 
invited a group of his friends in 
the industry to a luncheon at the 
Hotel Astor tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Hornstein was known for his ac- 
j tivity in charitable organizations, 


| 


| tration has announced signing of 


| 


Whether old films will continue | 


by 14 former members of the In- | 


Invitation to Spanish govern- | *ernational Alliance of Theatrical | 


Prelim to the establishment of a, 


10 U.S. Companies Snare $2,167,870 
From Germany Via ECA Guarantees 


Washington, Oct. 2. 
Economic Cooperation Adminis- 


|convertibility guarantee contracts 
with 10 American film companies 
| totaling $2,167,870 to be collected 
|for initial release of pictures in 
{Germany during period Sept. 1, 
| 1950, to Aug. 31, 1951. Films speci- 
| fied for distribution, in the West- 
erm zone, were recommended for 
this purpose by the ECA advisory 
committee on motion picture guar- 
| antees. 

The contracts enable each com- 
pany to convert limited amounts 
| of its German mark earnings into 
‘dollars at the lawful rate of ex- 
|change. Amount payable under 
| each contract is limited to approx- 
| imately $25,000 per picture, plus 
| out-of-pocket dollar costs incurred 
| in preparation of German-language 
versions. It is expected the 
amounts which may be converted 
will be only a portion of actual 
net receipts from pictures covered 
| by guarantees. 

Contracts, covering 58 features 
| and 32 shorts, give Columbia $185,- 
295; Samuel” Goldwyn, $99,240; 
| Loew's, $372,050; Paramount, $317,- 
| 845; Republic, $64,305; RKO, $304,- 
/ 570; Selznick, $110,555; 20th-Fox, 
| $212,640; Universal, $268.020, and 
Warners, $233,350. 





Ross-Stillman Slate 4 


| For UA Release In 
2 Years; Ist in Jan. 


toss-Stillman Productions will 
| deliver four films to United Artists 
| over the next 18 to 24 months, pro- 
ducer-director Frank Ross declared 
in New York last week prior to re- 
turning to the Coast Friday (28), 
First of the quartet moves into na- 
tional release in January. It’s the 
recently completed Joan Caulfield- 
David Niven starrer, “The Lady 
Says No,” in which Ross made his 
directorial debut. 

Next on the R-S_ film-making 
j}agenda is “A WAC in Panama,” 
| which also will star Miss Caulfield, 
|who is Mrs. Ross in private life. 
Venture would roll this winter, 
with exteriors lensed in Panama 
|}and interiors in Hollywood, Third 
| project will be based upon Ross’ 
{own story of a man disgusted with 
| the world and his subsequent re- 
| generation. Background calls for 
la number of eastern Mediterranean 
|ports. Producer plans to lease a 
| freighter .for four months next 
| spring as a center of operations. 
' “Lady Says No,” Ross disclosed, 
| was privately financed by himself 
|and Stillman. They'll also bank- 
roll the other three upcoming pix 
without outside aid. Producer 
|noted that banks have adopted a 
|tough attitude toward indie film- 
makers in that security pasted for 
}a $500,000 budzeter, for example, 
often miust equal $700,000. Hence, 
he added, R-S decided to back 
without recourse to a bank loan. 











MISS. EXHIBS WIN 4596 
JUDEMENT VS. MAJORS 


Greenville, Miss., Oct. 2: 

A judgment of $450,000 was 
awarded Joe Applebaum and Pert 
Simms, two former Greenville the- 
atre owners, against 10 pic and dis- 
tributing companies last weck. The 
two exhibs were granted the judg- 
ment here along with ‘reasonable 
attorney fees and costs to be deter- 
mined at a later date,” in antitrust 
proceedings which had been argued 
|since last Jan. 31. 

Applebaum and Simms contend- 
ed that the film producers con- 
spired to prevent them from secur- 
ing “A” films for their Greenville 
downtown house. The Simms-Ap 
plebaum combination told the Fed- 
eral Court that their “inability to 
get top-grade and first-run films for 
the Greenville area forced them to 
close their doors at a considerable 
| loss.” 


MPAA BURNS AT SIMPP ON SPAIN: 


~ TV d Sports Into Arenas Unsound’. 


Ned Irish, veepee of the International Boxing Club, said this 
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L.A. Still Strong; ‘Earth Ace New 
Film, Smart $40,000, ‘Carnival’ Fair 
2G; ‘Streetcar’ Boffo 20 for 2d 


Los Angeles, Qct.2. + 





Overall film biz outlook here 
this week is good despite the num- 
ber of holdovers. Only one new 
bill is hitting a great stride, “Day 
Earth Stood Still’ heading for 
smart $40,000 in five theatres. 
“Texas Carnival” looks fair $22,- 
000 in two houses, but “Painting 
Clouds With Sunshine” is slow 
$23,000 in three Warner spots. | 

Doing fairly well is “Rhubarb” | 
with $18,000 in two locations. “New 
Mexico” is drab $12,000 in three | 
sites. 

Second week of “Streetcar 
Named Desire” continues boffo 
with $20,000 at Beverly Hills while 
fifth round of “David and Bath- 
sheba” shapes oke $13,000 in two 
houses. Other holdovers are mild 
excepting “His Kind of Woman,” | 
still solid in fifth session at two} 
spots. | 

Estimates for This Week | 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 2,- | 
048; 1,719; 1,248; 2,296; 70-$1.10)— | 
“Day Earth Stood Still” (20th) and | 
“Dise Jockey” (Mono). Smart $40.- | 
000. Last week, with Vogue in- 
stead of Chinese in 5-theatre unit, 
“Captain Fabian” (Rep) and “Sea 
Hornet” (Rep), $30,000. | 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern | 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; a ae 
“Painting Clouds Sunshine” (WB). 
Dull $23,000. Last week, ‘Force | 
Arms” (WB) (2d wk), $15,000. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- | 
404; 1,538; 70-$1.10)—“Texas Car- 
nival” (M-G). Fair $22,000. Last 
week, “Law and Lady” (M-G) and 
“Strip” (M-G), $15,500. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2.- 
752; 2,812: 70-$1)—" Behave Your- | 
self’ (RKO) and “Big Gusher” | 
(Col) (2d wk). Off to $17,000. Last | 
week, solid $25,200. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- | 
mounts (F&M) (3.398; 1,430; 60)— | 
“Rhubarb” (Par) and “Gene Autry | 
and Mounties” (Col) (L.A. only). | 
Modest $18,000. Last week, “Here | 
Comes Groom” (Par) and “Two 
Gals, a Guy” (UA) (L.A. only? (3d | 
wk), $10,200. | 

United Artists, Ritz, Iris (UA-| 
FWC) (2,100; 1,370; 814; 70-$1,10) | 
—‘New Mexico” (UA) and “Secret | 
Flight” (Indie). Thin $12,000. Last 
week, “Thunder On Hill’ (U) and} 
“$2 Bettor” (Indie), $10,200. 

Four Star (UA) (900; 70-90)— 
“Five” (Col) (5th wk). Down to 
$2,200. Last week, nice $2,900. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (677; 80-$1.50) 
—“Place in Sun” (Par) ‘(7th wk). 
Medium $5,500. Last week, $6,000. 

Laurel (Rosener) (846; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Tales Hoffmann” (Indie) 
(18th wk). Into 18th round Mon- 
day (1) after big $4,000 last week. 

Vogue, Globe (FWC) (885; 799: 
80-$1.50)—“‘David and Bathsheba” 
(20th) (5th wk). Okay $13,000 
(moved over from Chinese to 
Vogue for continued run on Holly- 
wood Blvd.. Last week, Chinese 
and Globe, $19,700. 

Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan- 
G&S) (2,213, 1,106; 60-90)\—“His 














Kind of Woman” (RKO) (5th wk).!day Radio City had as an added 
Solid $7,000 in 6 days. Last week; | attraction the exclusive theatre 


with El Rey, $10,400. 

Beverly Hills (WB) (1,612: 80- 
$1.50)\—“‘Streetcar” (WB) (2d wk). 
Big $20,000. Last week, 
$23,800. 


‘Cyrano’ Crisp $10,000, 
Omaha; ‘Rhubarb’ Tasty 
116, Peking’ Good 76 


Omaha, Oct. 2. 





as money leaders here this session. 
“Jim Thorpe” did good holdover 
at the Brandeis heiped by the Pep- 
Saddler fight pictures. ‘Peking Ex- 
press” looms fast at the Omaha. 

: Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Tristates) (2,800: 16- ‘land in “Candida.” 
70)—"“Cyrano” (UA). Looks good | 


$10,000. Last week. “David and 


Bathsheba” (20th) (2d wk), $8,500. | With $5,000. Last week, “Short 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 16- | GTass 


70)—*‘Rhubarb” (Par) and “China 
Corsair” (Col). Fine $11,000 fol- 
lowing big bally. Last week, “Lit- 
tle Egypt” (U) and “Let’s Go Navy” 
(Mono), $9,500. 

be Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70)— 
Jim Thorpe” (WB) (2d wk) with 


Saddler-Pep fight pix. Good $6,000. 
Last week, $7,000. en 


—‘“Peking Express” (Par), and 
“Casa Mananna” (Mono). Trim $7,- 
000. Last week, “American Spy” 
(Mono) and “Hollywood Story” 
(U), $6,800. 
State (Goldberg) (865: 25-75)— 
“Angels in Outfield” (M-G) ‘2d wk) 
and “Pier 23” (Lip). Good $4,500. 
Last week, “Angels” fine $-.,000. 


$4,200, big. Last week, $4,500, best 


Outfield” (M-G) and “No Questions 


| da (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043: 700: 


$16,000. 


smash |3 p.m. 


' $5,500. 


| stanza. 
“Rhubarb” and “Cyrano” loom | 


Pep fight telecast at $1.90 and 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week . .$587,700 
(Based on 19 theatres.) 
Rast Wear ........ $459,000 


(Based on 18 theatres.) 


Earth Rich 186 
In Mildish K.C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 2. 

Biz here this week is moderate 
to pleasing. “Day. Earth Stood 
Still” in four Fox Midwest houses 
is easily out in front with strong 
$18,000. “Saturday’s Hero” at Mid- 
land is not so hot. “Jim Thorpe” 
at Missouri is fairly good while 
“Rhubarb” at Paramount looks 
nice. “Tales of Hoffmann” contin- 
ues to get great money at little 
Kimo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Tales of Hoffmann (Indie) 
(2d wk). Near first week pace with 








here since ‘‘Red Shoes.” 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 50-69) 
—‘“Saturday’s Hero” (Col) and 
“Big Gusher” (Col) near average at 
$11,000. Last week, “Angels in 


Asked” (M-G) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-75)— 
“Jim Thorpe,” (WB) and ‘“Road- 
block” (RKO) with Saddler-Pep 
fight pix. Fairly good $10,000. Last 
week, “Behave Yourself” (RKO) 
and “Five” (Col), $12,000. 


Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900: 
50-69)—“‘Rhubarb” (Par). Nice 
$10,000. Last week, “Force of 


Arms” (WB), $8,000. 
Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Grana- 


1,217; 50-75)—“Day Earth Stood 
Still” (20th) and “Varieties on Par- 
ade” (Lip). Sturdy $18,000. Last 
week, “Comin’ Round Mountain 
(U) and “American Spy” (Mono), 


























Grid Season No Help 
To Mpls. But ‘Rhubarb’ 
Rich $9,000; ‘Behave’ 8G 


Minneapolis, Oct. 2. 

Despite such strong newcomers 
as “Behave Yourself” and ‘“Rhu- 
barb,” grosses generally continue 
to flirt with lower levels here cur- 
rently. Opening the gridiron sea- 
son here and attracting 55,000 peo- 
ple, the Minnesota - Washington 
football game was no weekend 


help to film trade. On the same 


closed TV of Notre Dame-Indiana 





football game with the ante 
boosted from 76c to $1.20 until 
“Rhubarb” looks best bet 
of new pix. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 74-$1.20)— 
“David and Bathsheba” (20th) (5th 
wk). Okay $4,500. Last week, 


Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-76)— 
“Little Egypt” (U) (2d wk). Light 
$2,500 after slow $3,800 initial 


Lyceum (Nederlander) (1,900: 
$1.20-$2.40)—"Tales of Hoffmann” 
(Indie). Opened roadshow date 
ere Monday night (1) on two-a- 
day, reserved seat policy. Hope 
o keep it one month until next 
scheduled legiter, Olivia deHavil- 
. Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-76) — 
American Spy” (Mono). Okay 


(Mono) and “Let’s Go 
Navy” (Mono), $3,500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000: 50-76) — 
“Here Comes Groom” (Par) (2d 
wk). Holding up well, and sup- 
plemented last week with Saddler- 


Saturday with TV of Notre Dame- 
Indiana football game at $1.20. 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 40- 
76) — “Behave Yourself’ (RKO) 
and Saddler-Pep fight pix. Light 
$8,000. Last week, “Mask of 
Avenger” (Col) and “Never Trust 
Gambler” (Col), $6,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 40-76)— 
“Magic Face” and “China Corsair” 








Good $8,000. Last week, big ar 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-70) | $14.000. 


‘Streetcar’ Smash In 
Light Pitt at $27,000 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 2. - 
It’s all “Streetcar Named Desire 
at the Warner this week. Playing 
continuous at advanced prices, get- 
away indicates a terrific opening 
round. Nothing else is even in the 
running. “People Against O’Hara 
is going nowhere at Penn. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 
“People Will Talk” (20th) (2d wk). 
Falling off to Around $6,500, which 
is plenty respectable, on top of $8,- 
500 last week. 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 65-$1.25) 
—‘David and Bathsheba” (20th) (3d 
wk). Will wind up with okay $10,- 
000. Last week, it was around $13,- 
000, giving film about $45,500 for 
run, plenty good for house. 

Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85)— 
“People Against O’Hara” (M-G). 
Dismal $10,000. Last week, “New 
Mexico” (UA), With Frankie Laine 
onstage, dipped to $24,500, about 
$18,000 less than Laine did here 18 
months ago. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85)— 
“That’s My Boy” (Par) (2d: wk). 
Should get at least $8,500, maybe 
more. Last week, fine $18,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 65-$1.25)— 
“Streetcar Named Desire” (WB). 
Crix lauded this one and pic got 
off to a roaring start. Should hit 
$27,000, terrific. Last week, “To- 
morrow Another Day” (WB), $5,500. 


‘Angels’ High $14,000 In 
L’ville; ‘Egypt’ Bangup 
116, ‘Whistle’ Trim 76 


Louisville, Oct. 2. 

High spots of local first-runs is 
timely biz turned in by “Angels In 
Outfield” at Loew's State. “Little 
Egypt” and “Havana Rose” at the 
Rialto is shaping nice. Kentucky 
closes “Cyrano” run with okay biz 
in 8 days. “Whistle Eaton Falls” 
looms fine at the Mary Anderson. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,100; 45-65) 
— “Cyrano” (UA). Held for 8 days 
for okay $4,000. “Peking Express” 
(Par) and ‘‘Mollie” (Par) opens to- 
morrow (Wed.). 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
45-65) — “Whistle Eaton Falls” 
(Col). Nice $97,000 or near. Last 
week “Tomorrow Another Day” 
(WB), fair $6,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65)—“Little Egypt’ (U) and 
“Havana Rose” (Rep). Indications 
are for nice $11,000. Last week, 
“Here Comes Groom” (Par) and 
“Palooka Triple Cross” 
$15,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Angels in Outfield” (M-G) and 
“Lady and Bandit” (Col). Big 
$14,000. Last week, “People vs. 
O’Hara” (M-G) and “Smuggler’s 
Gold” (Col), $9,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-65)— 
“Scarf” (UA) and “Try And Get 
Me” (RKO), plus Saddler-Pep fight 
pix. Bargain bill not helped much 
by ring brawl. Modest $3,500. Last 
week, “Cattle Drive’ (U) and “Yu- 
kon Manhunt” (Mono), $3,000. 


‘RHUBARB’ STANDOUT 
IN TORONTO, BIG 156 


Toronto, Oct. 2. 

“Rhubarb” is topping the town 
with fine returns at Imperial. A 
new pic, just out, “Darling, How 
Could You!”, is okay in two spots. 
“Pickup” is rated big in five 
houses. “Rich, Young, Pretty” 
shapes neat at Loew’s. 


Estimates for This Week 

Crest, Downtown, Glendale, May- 
fair, Scarboro, State (Taylor) (863; 
1,059; 955; 470; 698; 694; 35-60)— 
“Pickup” (Col) and “Chain of Cir- 
cumstance” (Col), Big $15,000. Last 
week, “Lost Continent” (Lip) and 
“Yes Sir, Mr. Bones” (Lip), $12,000. 

Eglinton, Shea’s (FP) (1,080; 
2,386; 40-80)—“Painting Clouds 
with Sunshine” (WB). Fair $12,- 
000. Last week, “Hornblower” 
(WB) (2d wk), $13,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 50-80)— 
“Rhubarb” (Par). Fine $15,000. 
Last week, “Flying Leathernecks” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $9,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,743; 40-70)— 
“Rich, Young, Pretty” (M-G). Neat 
$12,500. Last week, “Show Boat” 
(M-G) (5th wk), $8,000. 

Nortown, University (FP) (959; 
1,558; 40-80)—‘“Darling, How 
Could You!” (Par). Okay $12,000. 
Last sees, “Saturday’s Hero” (Col), 





(Mono), 





Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)— 
“Thunder on Hill” (U) (2d wk). 
Neat $11,000. Last week, $14,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-80) 
—‘Lady Pays Off” (U). Sad $5,000. 
Last week, “‘Law and Lady” (M-G), 
$6,000. 

Victoria (FP) (1,140; 75-$1)— 
“David and Bathsheba” (20th) (4th 





(Continued on page 24) 











sry Fair $8,000. Last week, good 
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Dagmar Tilts ‘Street’ to $45,000, 





Det.; ‘Hero’ Fast 186, ‘Christy’ 96 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... $2,487,000 
(Based on 25 cities, 216 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, inctud- 
ing N. Y.) / 
Total Gross Same Week 
tant Year ...... $2,085,000 
(Based on 23 cities, and 182 
theatres.) 


‘Sun Bright 126 




















Tops Thin Balto 


Baltimore, Oct. 2. 

Moderate activity in the down- 
town sector here is highlighted by 
“A Place in the Sun,” at the Stan- 
ley, with solid session in the mak- 
ing. “Angels in the Outfield” 
looms okay at Loew’s Century. 
“Bitter Rice” is disappointing at 
the Town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
70)—“Angels in Outfield’? (M-G). 
Okay $8,500. Last week, “Iron 
Man” (U), NSG $6,200, with TV of 
Pep-Saddler fight added but not | 
much help. 

Hippodrome aappeseet (2,240; 
20-70)—“‘His Kin of Woman” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Oke $6,700 after 
nice $11,800 getaway. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
70)—“Thunder on Hill” (U). Mod- 
est $6,000. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70)— 
“Outlaw Brother” (UA) (2d wk). 
Starts second week tomorrow 
(Wed.) after average beginning at 
$4,700. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 35-$1.20) 
—“David Bathsheba” (20th) ¢3d 
wk). Winding up run with oke 
$7,000 on heels of solid $10,600 for 


second. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Place in Sun” (Par). Leading 
town with solid $12,000 or over. 
Last week, “Rhubarb” (Par), $8,800. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 36-65) 
—‘Bitter Rice” (20th). Disappoint- 
ing $5,000. Last week, “People Will 
Talk” (20th) (4th wk). $6,600. 


‘Sun’ Sockeroo $17,000, 
Cincy Leader; ‘Behave’ 
136, ‘Continent’ Lush 86 


Cincinnati, Oct. 2. 

Downtown biz continues in sea- 
sonal stride this week. “Place in 
Sun” is the topper with a wham 
Capitol figure. “Behave Yourself” 
is a winner for the big Albee. Also 
new, “Lost Continent” at Grand, 
looks okay. Holdovers “David and 
Bathsheba” at Keith’s still is in 
velvet. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
“Behave Yourself’ (RKO) plus 
Saddler-Pep fight pix. Satisfac- 
tory $13,000 or close. Last week, 
Py t My Boy” (Par) (2d wk), 


3,000. 

Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 
75)—“Place in Sun” (Par). Ter- 
rific $17,000. Holds. Last week, 
“Iron Man” (U), $7,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Lost Continent” (Lip) and “Jun- 
le Manhunt” (Col). Sturdy $8,- 

or over. Last week, ‘Magic 
Face” (Col) and “This Is Korea” 
(Rep), $6,500. 

Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 75- 
$1.25) — “David and Bathsheba” 
(20th) (3d wk). All right $10,000 
trailing solid $16,000 second sesh. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,500; 55-75)— 
“That’s My Boy” (Par) (m.o.). Nice 
$5.500. Last week, “Bachelor and 
Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) and “Re- 
former Redhead” (Rep) (reissues) 
split with “Command Decision” 
(M-G) and “12 O’Clock High” 
(20th) (reissues), $4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
“Force of Arms” (WB). Fair $8,- 
000. Last week, “The Mob” (Col), 
fine’ $11,000. 


‘O'Hara’ Fine $14,000 In 
Slow Denver; ‘Talk’ 186 


Denver, Oct. 2. 
“People Against O’Hara” and 
“Strictly Dishonorable” are doing 
well enough at Broadway and Or- 
pheum this week to win holdovers. 








“People Will Talk” shapes good in | $1 


two theatres. 
Estimates for This Week 
’ Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-80)— 
“Millionaire for Christy” (20th) and 














(Continued on page 24) 











Detroit, Oct. 2. 

Dagmar, Reading stageshow, ig 
boosting “Sunny Side Street” to 
nice $45,000 at the Fox. “Sature 
day’s Hero” looks stout at the 
Palms. “David and Bathsheba” 
will hold up soundly in second 
round at the Madison. “Christy” 
looks only fair at the United Ar- 
tists. “People Against O’Hara” 
shapes slow at the Adams. “Here 
Comes Groom” is slipping in sec. 
ond Michigan stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1- 
$1.25)—“Sunny Side Street” (Col) 
Stadler-Pep fight pix plus Dagmar 
heading stageshow. Good $45,000 
via appeal of Dagmar. “Mob” 
(Col) and “Criminal Lawyer” (Col), 
$24,000. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
70-95)—“Here Comes Groom" 
(Par) and “Four in Jeep” (UA) (2d 
wk). Down to $14,000. Last week, 
trim $20,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—‘“Sat- 
urday’s Hero” (Col) and “Lady and 
Bandit” (Col). Fast $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Peking Express” (Par) and 
“Basketball Fix” (Indie), $9,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 90-$1.20)— 
“David and Bathsheba” (20th) (2d 
wk). Hefty $25,000. Last week, 
$31,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70- 
95)—“Christy” (20th) and “Mur- 
der Without Crime” (Indie). Mild 
$9,000. Last week, “People Will 
Talk” (20th) (8d wk), $8,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“People Against O’Hara” (M-G). 
Slow $7,000. Last week, “Angels 
in Outfield” (M-G) (2d wk), $5,000. 


‘In Paris’ Giant $24,000, 
Cleve.; ‘Woman’ Rousing 


14G, ‘Sun’ Lofty 116, 2d 


Cleveland, Oct. 2. 

Theatrical sector is overloaded 
with big-name products but not all 
of them are big. “American in 
Paris” will roll up a giant total 
for the Stillman, to pace city, 
Palace’s “His Kind of Woman” 
looms excellent. “Place in Sun” 
is shining on second lap at the 
State. 

Estimates for This Week 


Allen (Warner) (3,000; 75-$1.19) 
— “David and Bathsheba” (20th) 
(2d wk). Off to $17,000 or close 
after record $32,000 last folio. 

Hanna (Hanna) (1,350; $1.25- 
$2.40) —‘‘Tales of Hoffmann (Indie). 
(4th wk). Off to $5,000 after solid 
$6,500 last week. 

Hipp (Scheftel-Burger) (3,700; 
55-80) — “Ran All Way” (UA). 
Satisfactory $13,000. Last week, 
“Pickup” (Col), $14,000. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,244; 55-80) — 
“Cap. Boycott” (Indie) and “Smug- 
glers” (Indie) reissues). Moderate 
$4,000. Last wéek, seven days of 
horror pix, nice $5,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-80) — 
“His Kind of Woman” (RKO). Ex- 
cellent $14,000. Last week, “People 
Will Talk” (20th) (2d wk), $9,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-80) — 
“Place in Sun” (Par) (2d wk). 
Hearty $11,000 following $16,500 
for last round. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 50-80) 
— “American in Paris” (M-G). 
Giant $24,000, and holding. Last 
week, “Angels in Outfield” (M-G) 
(m.o.), $6,000. 

Tower (Sheftel-Burger) (500; 55- 
80)—“‘Never Can Tell” (U). Pleas- 
ant $3,500. Last week, “Pickup” 
(Col) and “Never Trust Gambler” 
(Col) (m.o.s), $2,800. 


‘DRIVE’ WHAM $12,000, 
PORT.; ‘ARMS’ NSH 86 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 2. 

Biz has been snappy here for the 

st few months with first-runs 

oking strong pix for ace dualing. 
“Here Comes Groom” is smash in 
two theatres for second week. 
“Cattle Drive” also is sock at 
Broadway while “Lost Continent” 
looms fast at Mayfair. 

Estimates for This Week 

BroadWay (Parker) (1,890; 65-90) 
—‘“Cattle Drive’ (U) and “Tall 
Target” (M-G). Sock $12,000. Last 
week, “Jim iy ol (WB) and 
“Fugitive Lady” ( P. $11,700. 

Guild (Parker) (400; 65-90)— 
“Things to Come” (Indie) and 
“Man Who Could Work Miracles 
(Indie) (2d runs). So-so $2,000. 
Last week, “Ballarina” (Indie) and 
“Paris 1900" (Indie) (2d wk), 


500. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 65-90)— 
“Lost Continent” (Lip) and “G.I. 
Jane” (Lip). Fancy $6,500. Last 
week, “Flying Leathernecks 
(Continued on page 24) 
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H.0’s Fail to Slow Chi Biz Pace; 
David Great $25,000, Talk’ Loud 


166, 4th Wks.: 


Chicago, Oct. 2. + 


‘Warpath’ Hep 136 





Loop first-run biz is off over last 
week, but still far from being in 
the doldrums. “Warpath” and 
“Sunny Side of Street” is only new 
bill opening, with bright $13,000 at 
United Artists. ; 

All the week’s weight is with 
the holdovers. “David and Bath- 
sheba” is holding lusty $25,000 in 
fourth week at State-Lake while 
fourth round of “People Will 
Talk” is fine $16,000 at Woods. 
*Here Comes Groom” and Peggy 
Lee in person is slow $21,000 or 
less at the Chicago. 

Oriental, with second week of 
“Angels. In Outfield” and Jane 
Powell in person, is steady $30,000. 
“Rhubarb” and “Roadblock” is 
good $10,000 in second lap at 
Grand. Roosevelt, with “Big Car- 
nival” and “Passage West” is ckay 
$11,000 on first holdover frame. 
“Clouded Yellow” is lusty $5,800 
at Ziegfeld. Second week of ‘An- 
gelo” looks big $5,500 at World. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98)— 
“Here Comes Groom” (Par) and | 
Peggy Lee topping stageshow (2d) 
wk). Slow $21,000. Last week, 
$38,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 98)—“Rhu- 
barb” (Par) and “Roadblock” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Good $10,000. Last 
week, $13,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98)— 
“Angels In Outfield” (M-G) and 
Jane Powell in person (2d wk). 
Trim $30,000. Last week, $46,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K)-(1,500; 55-98) — 
“Big Carnival” (Par) and “Passage 
West” (Par) (2d wk). Okay $11,000. 
Last week, $15,000. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98- 
$1.25)—“David and _  Bathsheba” 
(20th) (4th wk). Still tall at 


$25,000. Last week, $30,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 
5-98)—“‘Warpath” (Par) and “Sun- 
ny Side of Street’ (Col). Nice 
$13,000. Last week, “Cattle Drive” 
(U) and “Katie Did It” (U) (2d wk), 
$12,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)—| 
“People Will Talk” (20th) (4th| 
= Strong $16,000. Last week, | 


$20,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘An- 
eed (Indie) (2d wk). Big $5,500. 

ast week, $5,800. 

Ziegfeld (Lopert) (434; 98)— 
“Clouded Yellow” (Indie) (2d wk). 


Lusty $5,800. Last week, $6,000. 


Holdovers Hurting Hub; 
‘From Texas’ So-So 96, 
‘O'Hara’ Fair at $22,500 


Boston, Oct. 2. 

Mostly holdovers at major houses 
this stanza with newcomers ‘‘Lady 
From Texas” at Boston and ‘‘Peo- 
ple Against O’Hara” at Orpheum 
and State not too staunch. “David 
and Bathsheba” in third round at 
Paramount and Fenway is slipping. 
“Here Comes Groom” on third 
week at Met, looks fair. “His 
Kind of Woman” in second stanza 
at Memorial is holding oke while 
“People Will Talk” in second 
frame at Astor shapes okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,200; 50-95) — 
“People Will Talk” (20th) (2d wk). 
Oke $10,000 after $12,500 for first. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85) — 
“Lady From Texas”.(U) and “Lis- 
bon Story” (Indie). So-so $9,000. 
Last week, “Millionaire Christy” 
(20th) plus Spike Jones onstage, 
$23,000. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 95-$1.25) 
—‘“David and Bathsheba” (20th) 
(3d wk). Skidding to about $5,000 
following nice $7,500 for last week. 





Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— | day 


“His Kind of Woman” (RKO) and 

Interrupted Journey” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Good $14,000 after $19,500 
for opener. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 
85\—“Here Comes Groom” (Par) 
and “Man With My Face” (UA) 
(3d wk). About $11,000. Last 
week, oke $16,500. 

.. UrPheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 

People Against O’Hara” (M-G) 
and “Lady and Bandit” (Col). 
About average at $14,000. Last 
week, “Angels in Outfield” (M-G) 
and “No Questions Asked” (M-G), 


NSG $13,000 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 95- 
$1.25) — “David and Bathsheba” 
(20th) (3d wk). Good $12,000 after 
$17.000 for second. 
udtate (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
People Against O’Hara” (M-G) 
and “Lady and Bandit” (M-G). Fair 
$8.500. Last week, “Angels in 
Outfield” (M-G) and “No Ques- 
tions Asked” (M-G), ditto. 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i. e., 
without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The - parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 
ax. 


Tn Paris Terrif 
$40,000, Frisco 


San Francisco, Oct. 2. 

Standout this session here is 
“American in Paris,” with terrific 
total likely at the Warfield. Rave 
reviews plus sharply upped scale 
ig proving a great held. Strong 
bally for “Day Earth Stood Still” 
is resulting in a nice week at the 
Fox. Most holdovers are down 
considerably from their initial 
rounds but “Thunder on Hill” still 
is rated hearty in second stanza 
at the United Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 60- 
85)—“His Kind of Woman” (RKO) 
(2d wk). Off to $10,000. Last 
week, nice $17,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“Day 
Earth Stood Still” (20th) and “No 
Questions Asked” (M-G). Nice 
$24,000. Last week, “Meet After 
Show” (20th) and “This Is Korea” 
(Rep), mild $16,500. 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 85- 
$1.50)—“‘American in Paris’ (M-G). 
Terrific $40,000. Last week, 
“Angels in Outfield” (M-G) (2d 
wk), $10,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 











“Jim Thorpe” (WB) and “Ameri- | 
can Spy” (Mono) (2d wk).  Slid 
sharply to $12,000. Last week, big 
$21,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 60-85)— | 
“Force of Arms” (WB) (2d _ wk). | 
Oke $8,000. Last week, $14,000. 


Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 


85)\—“Two of Kind” (Col) and 
“Criminal Lawyer” (Col). Oke 
$12,000. Last week, ‘“Comin’ 


Round Mountain” (U) and “Two 
Gals, a Guy” (UA), $10,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
55-85) —‘‘Thunder on Hill” (U) ‘and 
“Pardon French” (UA) (2d wk). 
Hearty $7,000. Last week, $10,500. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (370; $1.80- 
$2.40)—“Tales of Hoffmann” (In- 
die) (15th wk). Held at $4,200. 
Last week, $4,500. 

Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85) — 
“Storm Within” (Indie) (4th wk). 
Still big $2,300. Last week, $2,400. 

Vogue (S. F. Theatres) (375; 85- 
$1.00)—“Seven Days to Noon” (In- 
die) (3d wk). Held at $4,600. Last 
week, $4,800. 





‘Hero’ Pacing Indpls., 
Nice 116; Sky’ NG 76 


Indianapolis, Oct. 2. 

Biz is generally tepid at first- 
runs here this stanza, although 
cool weather has put a crimp in 
outdoor competition. “Saturday’s 
Hero” is tops, with a nice total at 
Loew’s. “Convict Lake,” at Circle, 
is only fair. Indiana is jerking 
“No Highway in Sky” after six 


Ss. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 50- 
70)\—"“Convict Lake” (20th) and 


“Guy Came Back” (20th). Mild 
$8,500. Last week, “Force of 
Arms” (WB) and “Hard, Fast, 


Beautiful” (RKO), $9,000. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 50-70) — 
“No Highway in Sky” (20th) and 
“Leave to Marines” (Lip). Slow 
$7,000 or near in“6 days. Last 
week, “Flying Leathernecks” 
(RKO) and “Triple Cross” (Indie), 
$14,000. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,427; 50-70)— 
“Saturday’s Hero” (Col) and 
“Never Trust Gambler’ (20th). 
Nice $11,000. Last week, “The 
Mob” (Col) and “Two of Kind” 
(Col), $10,000. 

@ULyric (C-D) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“Cattle Drive” (U) and “Gold 
Raiders” (UA). So-so $4,500. Last 
week, “Werewolf of London” (U3 





and “Phantom of Paris” (M-G) 


(reissues), $3,000 in 4 days. 


‘ , 
SUN’ HOT $23,000 IN 
TT. ‘EeVDT 
MONT’L; ‘EGYPT’ 14G 
Montreal, Oct. 2. 
New entries in all but two de- 
luxers are bringing returns back 
to normal after fair biz last stanza. 
“Place In Sun” looks best of new- 
comers at Palace. “Little Egypt” 
looms nice at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (C.T.) (2,626; 34-60)— 
“Place In Sun” (Par). Great $23,- 
000. Last week, ‘Teresa’ (M-G), 
$14,000. 
(©.¥.) 





Capitol (2,412; 
“Little Egypt” (U). 


34-60) — 
Nice $14,000. 
Last week, “That’s My Boy” (Par) | 
(2d wk), $12,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60)— | 
“Convict Lake” (20th). Good $12,- | 
500. Last week, “Sunny _ Side | 
Street” (Col) (2d wk), $10,000. | 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— | 


|“Show Boat” (M-G) (3d wk). Solid | 


$19,000 following hefty second at | 
$25,000. 
Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60)— | 
“Warpath” (Par) and “Yes Sir, Mr. 
Bones” (Lip). Fine $11,000. Last 
week, “Great Caruso” (M-G) (2d 
run) (2d wk) and “Fall In” (M-G) 
(2d wk), so-so $8,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,048; 34-60)— | 
“David and Bathsheba” (20th) (2d | 
wk). Big $13,000 after $16,500 for | 
second. 


Streetcar Huge 


$40,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Oct. 2. 

Weekend biz here was off with 
holidays hurting. However, trade 
since has picked up and the session 
should see some big totals despite 
handicap of too many holdovers. 
“Streetcar Named Desire” is head- 
ing for mighty take at the Boyd 
while “Day Earth Stood Still” 
looms very strong at the Fox. Also 
stout is “Red Badge of Courage” 
at small-seater Midtown. “Cross- 
winds” looks only light at Mast- 
baum. ‘Native Son” shapes fine 
in second Earle frame. ‘People 
Against O’Hara” and “People Will 
Talk’”’ are down sharply on hold- 
over. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99) — 
“Angels in Outfield’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Hefty $13,000. Last week, 
$15,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 85-$1.30) —| 
“Streetcar Named Desire’ (WB). | 
Mighty $40,000. Last week, ‘Place 
in Sun” (Par) (4th wk), $11,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) — 
“Native Son” (Indie) (2d wk). Fine 
$14,000 after $20,000 for first 
round. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—‘Day 
Earth Stood Still” (20th). Strong 
$23,000. Last week, “David and 
Bathsheba” (20th) (4th wk), 
$15,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99) — “People Against O'Hara” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Off to $7,000. Last 
week, neat $14,000. 

Mastbaum (MB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Crosswinds” (Par). Light $16,000. 
Last week, “Journey Into Light” 
(20th), blah $9,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
99) — “Red Badge of Courage” 
(M-C). Stout $8,000 or near. Last 
week, “The Strip” (M-G), $8,500. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99) — “People Will Talk” (20th) 
(2d wk). Off to $14,000. Last week, 
bright $25,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,900; 50-99) — 
“Here Comes Groom” (Par) (2d 
wk). Thin $13,000. Last week, 
happy $20,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99) — 
“Criminal Lawyer” (Col). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, “Tomorrow 
Another Day” (WB), $9,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99) — 
“Wooden Horse” (Snad) (2d wk). 
Off to $3,200 after nice $4,500 
opener. 

World (G&S) (500; 50-99) — 
“Oliver Twist” (UA) (7th wk). Big 
$3,500. Last week, $4,000. 


‘MOB’ LUSTY $14,000, 
ST. L00; ‘CLOUDS’ 116 


St. Louis, Oct. 2. 

Interest in National League 
play-off series and Veiled Prophet 
ceremonies today and tomorrow 
are combining to shrink grosses at 
mainstem houses currently. Crix 
were tough with all new entries. 
However, “The Mob” wound up a 
fairly good week at the huge Fox 
while “People Against O’Hara” is 
rated okay at Loew's. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-75) 
—“Force of Arms” (WB) and “Fly- 
ing Leathernecks” (RKO). Fair 
$10,000. Last week, “His Kind of 
Woman” (RKO) and “Hard, Fast, 
Beautiful” (RKO), $10,500. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75 )\—‘“Day 














Dodgers-Giants Wallop Broadway; 


‘Well NSG $17,000, 


Face’ Weak 156, 


‘Streetcar’ 2d 75G, ‘Leathernecks’ 816 


Broadway first-runs are display- 
ing marked stamina this session 
despite conflicting factors. There 
is no question that the torrid battle 
between the Dodgers and Giants 


for the National League flag has | 


kept millions glued to radio and 
TV. Also, there is a plethora of 
holdovers and extended-runs. On 
the credit side, the Jewish holidays 
are helping many houses this 
round along with ideal weather and 
visitors in town for the World 
Series and the Dodgers-Giants 
playoff. 

Neither “The Well” nor “Magic 
Face,” the two new entries, is 
doing well. Former, at the State, 
is particularly disappointing with 
barely $17,000. “Face” shapes up 
at $15,000 at the Criterion. 

On the other hand, the Para- 
mount and Warner are both very 
big with their initial holdover 
weeks. “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
at the latter, still is terrific at 
$75,000, close to first session’s take. 
“Flying Leathernecks,” with Louis 
Prima band and Tony Bennett 
heading stage bill, continues sock 
with $81,000 at the Par flagship. 
Both are continuing. “Day Earth 
Stood Still” is holding strongly 
with $28,000 in second Mayfair 
week. 

“Here Comes Groom” still is 
sturdy with $23,000 in second 
frame at the Astor. ‘‘No Highway 
in Sky,” with Latin Quarter revue 
onstage, is sagging to about $64,- 
000, mild,-in second stanza at the 
Roxy, with Josephine Baker on- 
stage and “Millionaire For Christy” 
supplanting tomorrow (Thurs.). 

“Place in Sun” is only slightly 
off from previous week, with great 
$36,000 for fifth round at the 
Capitol, pic going into sixth stanza 
today. “David and _ Bathsheba” 
also continues sock, holding to 
$37,000 in seventh session at the 
Rivoli. It starts the eighth weck 
te with no end in sight thus 
ar. 

“Hornblower,” with stageshow, 
is being helped by the holidays to 
an okay $115,000 at the Music 
Hall. It will be replaced by “Amer- 
ican in Paris’’ and new stage layout 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) 
—‘‘Here Comes Groom” (Par) (2d 
wk). Holding at about $23,000, big, 
after $30,000 for first week. Stays 
on. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40\—"‘Tales of Hoffmann” (In- 
die) (27th wk). The 26th round 
ended last night (Tues.) continued 
strong at $11,000 after $10,800 for 
25th week. Continues. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—‘Place in Sun” (Par) (6th wk). 
Fifth frame ended last night 
(Tues.) continued great at $36,000 
after $40,000 for fourth week. 
Stays on. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.80) 
—‘“Magic Face” (Col). First week 
ending next Friday (5) is heading 
for only $15,000. In ahead, “Alice 
in Wonderland” (RKO-Disney (9th 
wk), $7,000, to round out highly 
profitable longrun. 


| 
Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 


—‘‘Rhubarb” (Par) (5th-final wk). 
Fifth frame ending today (Wed.) 
held even with preceding week’s 
$13,000 or better, very solid. “Jour- 
ney Into Light” (20th) opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50- 
$1.20)\—“‘Day Earth Stood Still” 
(20th) (3d wk). Initial holdover 
session ended Monday (1) stood up 
very strongly at $28,000. First 
week was smash $40,000, biggest 
at this house in months. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Tall Target’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Pushing up to fine $21,000, real 
improvement over last frame. -Last 
week, “Lorna Doone” (Col), with 
vaude, only $17,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.80) 
—‘Flying Leathernecks’ (RKO), 
with Louis Prima orch and Tony 
Bennett heading stageshow (3d 
wk). Second week ended last night 
held to big $81,000. First week 
was sock $91,000. “The Mob” (Col) 
is due in next. 

Paris (Indie) (568; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“The River” (UA) (4th wk). Third 
session ended Sunday (30) held to 
$13,500 after terrific $14,200 for 
second week. Stays indef on this 
two-a-day, upped-scale run. 

Park Ave. (Reade) (583; 90-$1.50) 


—“Oliver Twist” (UA) (10th wk). | 


The ninth frame ended Sunday 
(30) still in upper brackets though 
down considerably from_ recent 
weeks. Nice $8.600. Eighth week 
was $11,500. 





(Continued on page 24) 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 


d 


|fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘“Capt. 
Horatio Hornblower” -«WB) and 
stageshow (3d-final wk). Perking 
a bit with $115,000 for closing 
round, okay, after $110,000 for sec- 
ond session, which was _ below 
hopes for second week. “American 
in Paris” (M-G), with stageshow, 
}opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90-$2)— 
“David and Bathsheba” (20th) (8th 
wk). Seventh stanza ended last 
night (Tues.) held up remarkably 
big at $37,000 after $42,000 for 
| sixth frame. 

Roxy (20th) (5.886; 80-$2.20)— 
“No Highway in Sky” (20th) and 
Latin Quarter revue starring Billy 
Daniels onstage (2d-final wk). Off 
| to $64,000 or less in final six days. 
| First week barely $72,000. ‘Mil- 
| lionaire For Christy” (20th), with 
| Josephine Baker heading stage- 
| show, opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 
| State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
i“The Well” (UA) (2d wk). Initial 
week ended last night (Tues.) not 
too good at $17,000, considering 
extensive campaign. In ahead, 
|‘‘People vs. O'Hara” (M-G) (3d 
i wk), $6,000. 
| Warner 


i 


(WB) (2,756; 85-$2)— 
|*Streetcar Named Desire’ (WB) 
1\(3d wk). Initial holdover round 
ended last night (Tues.) still ter- 
lrifie with $75,000 after giant: $81,- 
|000 for first week, over hopes. 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“The Medium” (Indie) (5th wk), 
Fourth session ending today (Wed.) 
looks oke $5,600 after $6,200 for 
third week. “Browning Version” 
(U) comes in next but definite date 
not set. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
99-$1.50:—“Mr. Peek-A-Boo” (In- 
die) (3d wk). Initial holdover 
round ended Monday (1) held at 
$4,800 after $5,500 for first week. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 

90-$1.50)—“‘Kind Lady” (M-G) (9th 
| Wk). Eighth round ended Monday 
}(1) continued okay at $4,200 after 
| $4,500 for seventh week. 
Vicioria (City Inv.) (1,060; 55- 
| $1.50)\—"‘Saturday’s Hero” (Col) 
(4th wk). Third frame ended Mon- 
| day (1) continued very profitable 
| with $15,000 after $17,000, over 
| hopes, for second week. 





‘Woman Stout 


$13,000 in D.C. 


Washington, Oct. 2. 

| There is a noticeable dip at bo 
jin current session, with most new- 
;comers making feeble entries, and 
j;holdovers slipping. Particularly 
| hard hit was Saiurday motinee biz. 
| Despite this. “ilis Kind of 
|Woman” at RKO Keith’s shapes 
}unusually sound. Also on the 
| bright side is “Highway in Sky” at 
|'bandbox Playhouse. “David and 
| Bathsheba,.” in’ third week = at 
Loew's Palace, has failed in subse- 
| quent weeks to live up to iis boff 
| opening. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-90)— 
“Tron Man” (U) plus vande. Mild 
| $18,000. Last week, “Angels in 
Outfield” (M-G) plus vaude, 
| $20,000. 

Dupont (Lopert) (372: 50-85)— 
“Oliver Twist” (UA) (5th wk), 
Nosediving, but still above average 
at $5,000 after strong $6,500 last 
| week. 
| Keith's (RKO) (1,939; 43-80)— 


'“His Kind of ‘Yoman"” (RKO). 
|Very sturdy $13,000, desnile 
ithumbs down from crix. Last 


| week, “Thunder on Hill” (U), good 
10,000 with Se’dler-Per “ont on 
'TV helping to tune of $1,690 at 
$1.20 scale. 
| Meiropatitan (Warner) (41-74)— 
“Texas Rangers’ (Co'). Slight 
|$5,000 for first-run. Last week, 
| “Fugitive Lady” (Rep) and “This 
'Is Korea” (Rep), $5,000. 
| Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 74-$1.20) 
|—“*David and BPathsheba” (2Cth) 
| (3d-final wk). Okay $16,000 after 
| $23,500 last week. Though pleas- 
ing this is well below the promise 
shown by $40.000 first week. 
Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 44-S1) 
— “No Hicehway in Sky” (20th). 
| Solid $8,000 or better. Last week, 


| Bright Victory” (U) (4th wk), 
4.000. 

by Warner (WB) (2,174; 44-74)— 
“H-re Comes Groom” (Par) (2d 
'wk). So-so $10,000 after hot 


. above estimate, last week, 
be ote (T-L) (654; 44-80)— 
| “Basketball Fix” (Indie). Flopped 
with $2,500. Last week, “Prowler 
(UA) (3d wk), $4,000 
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Austrian Alps Resort Biz on Upbeat 
But U.S. Tourist Not Wise to Values ‘Sole tom de Se, 


By GEORGE F. GAAL + 





Seefeld, Austria, Sept. 25. 

Tourist biz in the Austrian Al- 
pine resort belt is on an ever-in- 
creasing upswing, but the surpris- 
ing factor is that the American 
traveler still has not discovered 
the local spas for their real values. 
One reason might be that Austria 
is the most distant point in the 
N. Y. to Europe hop. However, it | 
is equally true that this is the place | 
where the Yankee dollar can be | 
stretched to its maximum value. | 
The overwhelming majority 
Yank tourists are GIs _ stationed | 
in Austria and Germany, or em-}| 
ployees of the U. S. High Com-| 
mission in those two countries. Al- | 
though they represent a fair num- 
ber, tourists who come here direct | 
from the U. S. are only a drop in| 
the bucket. | 

It is also interesting to note that, | 





with rare exceptions, one can not! boards, not by the federal board, | 


find any clipping tactics on part of | 
the Austrian hosts. Whatever the | 
country has to offer is still the| 
cheapest in Europe. While natural- 
ly there are possibilities for reck- 
less spending, these possibilities 
are few. While Paris, the Riviera, 
Italian spas, Switzerland and west- 
ern Germany are feverishly trans- 
forming themselves into a series of 
tourist traps, the Austrians go 
about their business just as if they 
were still living the “good old 
days” under the Empire. Although 
other countries have scores of Cca- 
sinos to lure the tourist, there are 
only three spots in the entire Al- 
pine belt where such gambling is 
possible. 

One of the casinos is in Salzburg, 
headquarters city of U. S. Forces in 
Austria (USFA), but there the GI 
trade is more interesting than the 
tourists. The other is in Velden, 

(Continued on page 12) 





Arg. Producers Annoyed 


Over U.S. Films Taking 
Ace First-Run Dates 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 25. 
Faced with competition from the 
U. S. films, now that they can be 





imported, Argentine producers are | represented in the batch of over- 
annoyed by the diminishing grosses | S€4S_ PIx being readied for distri- 


for their latest productions. Some | 


Mex High Court Hits 


Cinema Workers Union 


Mexico City, Sept. 25. 
National cinematographic indus- 


try workers union ‘STIC) lost part | 


of its grip on the film trade here 


when the federal supreme court hit | 


much of its authority over the 
cinema workers union. 

Allowing an exhibitor an appeal 
from. a decision favoring his help 


of | by the federal board of conciliation | 


and arbitration, the high court 
ruled that the labor law regards 
exhibs as merchants, not indus- 
trialists, just as it does pic pro- 
ducers, and that merchants are not 
subject to federal jurisdiction as 
are industrialists. Labor cases be- 
tween exhibs and their employees 
must be handled by local labor 


the court decided. 

Ruling removes STIC’s Local No. 
1 members from federal jurisdic- 
tion in labor cases. 





French, Italian, Danish 
Films Set for Distrib 


In America This Fall, 


Following a month’s trip to Paris, 
Discina International Films prez 


Norman B. Katz has returned to/! 


N. Y. with five new Gallic imports. 
Films include “The Big Boss,” 
starring Pierre Fresnay; “The Open 
Door,” starring Madeleine Robin- 
son; “Daughter of Sands,” written 
by Jean Cocteau; “The Golden Hel- 
met” and “Death Takes a Drink.” 

Other foreign films distributors 
have also been active in picking up 
new product. Souvaine Selective 
Pictures acquired a Danish color 
feature, “Tinderbox,” and_ the 
French-made “Diary of a Country 
Priest.” 

Commercial Pictures, headed by 


Gaston, Robert and Raymond Ha- 


kim, secured U. S. 
Circle,” 
starrer, 

Italian and Israeli product is also 


rights to “The 
a Danielle Darrieux 


bution here this fall. Casolaro 








have barely lasted one week, The | Films Distributing Corp. has set 
local pictures have also to com-|"A Dead Woman's Kiss” for an 
pete for the best playing time. For American preem at the Cinema 
instance, Lumiton Studios’s latest | Verdi, N. Y., Oct. 5. Jewish Films 
pic, “Beware of Women,” will | Distributors, which reps Carmel 
preem in the cities of Mendoza and! Film, Ltd., of Tel Aviv, is groov- 
Cordoba, and only later at the Met- | !M& a series of Israeli pictures for 


ropolitan here. 


One result is that local pro- 
ducers are all the more anxious to 
have the government increase cine- 
ma admission scales, which are ad- 
mittedly far too low compared with 
legit prices and the inflated cost of 
living. They hope that this will 
help them recover part of their 
losses. 

The subject of oil, now in the 
limelight, is prompting SIFA to 
hurry: preparations on “Black 
Gold,” from the novel by Ernesto | 
Sabato. This is based on the ac- | 
tual experiences of his oil-pioneer- 
ing father, Dr. Ernesto Sabato. Ar- 
gentina Sono Film has started work 
on another film, “The Tunnel,” 
from a novel by the same author. 
This will have Laura Hidalgo 


early refease. 
“Re-birth of a 
mentary. 


London Legit Bits 


London, Sept. 25. 
Bela Lugosi being dickered for 


First in group is 
Nation,” a docu- 








Australia, and offered year’s work 
to open at Sydney with “Dracula” 
sometime in January ... Play- 
wright Xenia Field is to stand as 
Socialist candidate for Parliament 
for Colchester at the next election 
... W. Somerset Maugham’s “The 
Letter” is to be revived, with 
Wanda Rotha expected to star... 
Anthony Hawtrey is considering 
“The Pursuit of Happiness,” at 
Swiss Cottage Embassy Theatre, 
with Francis Lederer starred, 





teamed with Carlos Thompson. The 
latter has been selected for a role 
in “The Way of a Gaucho,” which 


Norman Ginsbury's “The Gam- 
| bler,” based on  Dostoievsky’s 
| novel, will be given an airing by 
| the BBC in October ... Ronald 


20th-Fox plans to make in Argen-| Jeans’ “Young Wives’ Tale” opens 





Oe. 


ks 


tina. Vicente Padula also is due 
to play in the U. S. film. 


Jean Peters for 20th-Fox Pic 


American player Jean Peters is 
due here soon for work in the 
20th-Fox film which may cost $2,- 


(Continued on page 12) 


ABC Sets Return Runs 
For ‘Caruso’ in London 
London, Sept. 25. 
Within a few weeks of its origi- 
nal playdate, Metro's “Great Ca- 
ruso” is to play a return date in 





all London theatres of the Asso- | 


ciated British circuit. The second- 
run opens in northwest London on 
Oct. 22. 


The repeat booking is reported to 


hive been made by Jack Goodlatte. | 


ABC managing director. on an ex- 
perimental basis following 
often expressed opinion that big 
pictures are not retained long 
enough in the London area. 


the | 


/at Hofmeyr Theatre, Cape Town, 
in October... Stage.play of Mabel 
, Constanduros, titled “The Portu- 
| gal Lady,” will be serialized by the 
| BBC on TV .. . Walter Ellis’ play, 
“The Bedtime Story,” is to be pro- 
duced at the Natjonal Theatre, Lis- 
bon, with Robles Monteiro starred 
|... H. M. Tennents to present the 
|new Dodie Smith play, ‘Esmeralda 


}and the Cloth,” in November with | 


'Eileen Herlie starred. 
MacDonald will direct. 


Bonar Colleano has turned down 
/an offer to play the male lead in 
'the new Noel Coward play, “Rela- 
| tive Values” . . . Bobby Howes to 
star in new play presented by ac- 
| tor-playwright Peter Haddon, titled 
| ‘Double Alibi.” which opens in 
, Hull for tryout Oct. 8. Jack Min- 
ster will direct. with Lee Ephraim 
to do, the booking, although not 
financYA:ly interesied . . . Leonard 
| Sachs’ revue, the current attrac- 
tion at the Battersea Park Festival 
| Gardeas, has been booked by Val 
|Parnel for the Mes: 
ij Opens at Birmingham Nov. 5. 


Murray 


Novello Tribute Oct. 7 


London, Oct. 2. 
A tribute to the late Ivor No- 


the Colesium next Sunday (7), is to 


'be aired on the British Broadcast- 


"5 Corp. Light program. 


The show,’ which is being pro- 
‘duced by Robert Nesbitt and Jack 
Hulbert, features many stars who 
/were associated with Novello, in- 
cluding Alec Clunes, Cathleen 
Nesbitt, Edith Evans, Fay Comp- 
ton, Eric Portman and Ralph Rich- 
ardson, 





BBC Attacks 


Talent Unions 


London, Sept. 25. 
Restrictive practices by talent 
junions are attacked in the British 


| Broadcasting Corp.’s annual report. 


‘It claims that unless they can be 
| overcome they are likely to have 
| serious effects on the development 
lof TV. Although the BBC is anx- 
ious to foster friendly relations 
| with the unions, it points out that 
ivery considerable progress will 
|need to be made before a reason- 
ably satisfaetory position can be 
|'reached. The unions coming under 
|the BBC fire are British Actors 
| Equity, Variety Artists Federation 
and the Musicians’ Union. 

The MU is criticized for restrict- 
ing the use of disks on all programs 
to a maximum of 22 hours weekly, 
and for its limitation of repeats 
for recorded shows. 

Equity and the VAF, as well as 
the MU, are taken to task for insist- 
ing that their members be covered 
by separate contracts and fees. 
The report also refers to manage- 
| ments who bar artists from appear- 
ing on TV while under contract to 
them. 
| The report points out that nego- 
| tiations for a supply of film are 
| still at a standstill, but there is 
| hope that live telecasts from the- 
| atres may be permitted in the near 
| future, following discussions with 

the Theatres’ National Committee. 











Report Yank Interests 
Want Munich Studios 


Munich, Sept. 25. 

This Bavarian film capital is full 
of reports that American interests 
plan to purchase Bavaria Film- 
kunst (UFA) studios, which the 
Allied High Commission put on 
the block a month ago. These re- 
ports still persist despite flat de- 
nials. 

They started earlier this month 
when the studios were visited by 
John G. McCarthy and Mare M. 
Spiegel, of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America. American cap- 
ital could buy only 25% of Bavaria 
Filmkunst, the maximum permis- 
sible for foreigners under the Al- 
lies’ liquidation law. The reports 
are expected to fade just as they 
did some six months ago when 
Metro was reported as likely to get 
studios near Nuernberg. 


| 








Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Oct. 2. 
“Ardele,” Vaudeville (5). 
“Blue for Boy,” Majesty’s (44), 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (69). 
“Fancy Free,” Pr. Wales (21). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (30). 
“Gay's the Word,” Saville (33). 
“Hollow,” Fortune (18). 
“House In Order,” New (13). 


“Intimate Relations,” Str'nd (10). 





Jean-Louis Barrault, St. Jas. (1). 
“King’s Rhapsody,” Palace (106). 


“Kiss Me Kate,” Coliseum (30). 


“Latin Quarter,” Casino (30). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (52). 


“London Melody,” Empress (18). 
“Love 4 Colonels,” W'ndh'm (20). 
“Man & Sup’rm’n,” Prince's (33). 


“Penny Plain,” St. Mart. (14), 
“Rainbow Square,” Stoll. (2). 


“Tambourlaine,” Old Vic (1). 
“Ten Men,” Aldwych (3). 


“Who Goes There?” York (27), 
‘Wife’s Lodger,” Comedy (11), 
“Winter's Tale,” Phoenix (14). 
OPENING THIS WEEK 
“Mrs, Basil Farrington,” 
Boltons. 





| “Priest in the Family,” West-, VARIETY mugg who answered ques- | 
vires. minster. 


| “This Was Odd,” Criterion. 





British Pix Biz Okays 
TV Film Trailer Plan 


London, Sept. 25. 

Subject to approval by individual 
trade organizations, the British film 
industry has reached an agreement 
with British Broadcasting Corp.- 
TV for the regular airing of a trail- 
er showing current London and 
Birmingham film releases. If the 
industry gives the sample film an 
unreserved okay, it is expected that 


November and will be featured at 
fortnightly intervals. 

Negotiations with BBC, which 
have been going on for many 
months, were launched by the Bet- 
ter Business Committee and were 
conducted in their behalf by John 
Dennett, the J. Arthur Rank ad 
chief. 





Berlin Fest Big Success; 
East Germans Gaga Over 
‘Okla’; Johnson Choir OK 


Berlin, Oct. 2. 
The Berlin Arts Festival, from 
all appearances, seems to have 
been a big success. Jt was one 
of the most impressive programs 
of theatrical, musical and art events 
ever presented in this city, or any 


|other city in Europe in recent 
years. 
Last Thursday (27), the Old 


Vie Co.’s newest production of 
“Othello” had its world preem at 
the Hebbel Theatre (cap. 700), 
located on the east border of Ber- 





ilin just inside the American Sec- 


tor. This was the first time Old 
Vic had opened a new production 
away from home base. 

Berlin has been a pretty quiet 

old town since the “Oklahoma” 
troupe left. They were literally 
the toast of Berlin for two solid 
| weeks, with numerous parties in 
itheir honor, excursion trips (in- 
cluding one by Celeste Holm into 
the Russian zone) and plenty of 
news coverage in the Berlin pa- 
pers. 
“Oklahoma” was 
the French sector; where it drew 
an estimated 8,000 Germans from 
the Russian zone. The Rodgers & 
Hammerstein musical was moved 
from Titania Palast in the Ameri- 
can Sector, where it ran during 
the first week, out to the Corso 
Theatre close to the Russian bor- 
der. The Russian-occupied Ger- 
mans displayed an enthusiasm for 
the Show which set a record for 
“Oklahoma” curtain calls. After a 
normal number of curtain calls (7 
for “Oklahoma” in Berlin) and the 
house lights had been turned on, 
the East Germans, refusing to 
empty the house, continued cheer- 
ing and applauding. 

The Hall Johnson Choir received 
plenty of bouquets from the Ber- 
lin papers. Their appearance in 
Berlin was one of the highlights of 
the festival. German reaction was 
enthusiastic enough to warrant a 
tentative booking for the Hall John- 
son people to appear again in Ber- 
lin next winter in ‘Porgy and 
Bess.” Robert Breen of ANTA is 
making the arrangements. 








Welles’ Transatlantic 


it will have its first screening in| 


socko out in} 


Plug for ‘Lime’ Program 


Rio de Janeiro s Copa Looks Like 
.* Big Road Company French Riviera 


+ 
bd 


By JEFFREY MITCHELL 


Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 25. 

If the present trend continues, 
tourists to Rio de Janeiro will won- 
der if they have landed in Brazil 
or the French Riviera. Out in the 
Copacabana Beach district, a la 
mode francaise restaurants and 
boites seem to be opening at the 
rate of one a week. Joining the 
ranks along with Le Bec’ Fin, 
Maxim’s and Bar Michele are two 
new spots, the French Can Can and 
Chez Ruffin, opened by ex-chef 
Ruffin of the Copacabana Palace 
Hotel. 

With its facilities for caring for 
its guests probably better than any 
other hotel in Brazil, the Copaca- 
bana Palace Hotel is still doing the 
best biz despite all the new swank 
hosteleries that now surround it. 
The lush Excelsior Hotel opened 
up right next door only last year. 
Apart from being the only so-called 
Inn in Rio with a swimming pool, 
the Copa has its own legit theatre, 
a 250-seater, situated between the 
hotel’s two boites, the Golden Room 
and the Midnight Room. By put- 
ting on good legit shows here, the 
Copacabana Palace counts on 4a’ 
third of the theatregoers drifting 
into the Golden Room for supper 
and the floor show. Minimum is 
$16 at this room. Even the Copa 
has a French flavor, drawing heav- 
ily on Paris for artists both for the’ 
theatre and the Golden Room. This 
is because it is a lot easier to get 
currency exchange for francs from 
the Banco do Brasil than dollars. 
Claude Dauphin Co. played at 
the hotel’s theatre in August, put- 
ting on five French light comedies, 
Giving three performances of each 
play, the Dauphin company filled 
the little theatre to capacity on 

(Continued on page 12) 





Crisis Leoms in French 
Production; Can’t Seem 
To Make B.0. Pictures 


Paris, Sept. 25. 
Recent attempt of French produ- 
cers to yank their entries from the 
Venice Film Festival, when govern-’ 
ment aid was lowered, is viewed 
here as only another manifestation 


French film industry. . Although 
there is no appreciable TV com- 
petition here (only 15,000 sets), 
within three years picture theatre 
attendance has fallen off. Various 
technical, aesthetic and economic 
causes have been advanced, but the 
main lack apparently is still the 
understanding of public taste and 
the sort of pix needed to pile up 
good biz. 

An average musical, “We Are 
Going to Paris” (Hoche-Ray Ven- 
tura), racked up more coin than 
two of the big prize-winning pres- 
tigers “Monsieur Vincent” ‘Cloche) 
and “Justice Is Done” 
Films). Grosses vary here from 
$150,000 for “Alice in Wonderland” 
(Souvaine-Bunin) to $1,500,000 for 
a small-budget pic, “The Pests” 
(Noel-Noel). The 110 films produced 
here last year grossed only half 
as much as.they cost. The Cinema 
Aid Committee softened this deficit 
by kicking in half of the loss. 

The Film Aid Law gives 7° of the 
receipts from a film in France and 
35% of the foreign grosses to a 
producer on the condition that the 
money is immediately put into an- 


of the shaky economic status of the. 


(Silver . 


other pic. This has led to much’ 


“Knight’s Madn’s,” Vic. Pal. (81). 


“Reluctant Heroes,” Wt’th. (65). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo ‘68). 
“Take It From Us,” Adelphi (48). 


“To Dorothy a Son,” Garri’k (45). 
“Waters of Moon,” H'ym’kt (44), 


New 


London, Oct. 2. 

A transatlantic interview  be- 
' tween Orson Welles in London and 
scribes in New York was arranged 
last Tuesday (25) as a tie-up for 
the radio transcription, “The Lives 
of Harry Lime,” which is to be 
launched in America this month. 
The radio show, taped by the Harry 
Alan Towers Organization, is the 
first package program to have been 
acquired by the British Broadcast- 
ing Corp., and is now receiving 
peak listening dates. 
| Welles told his questioners that 
| he was hoping to return to Ameri- 
ca after Christmas when he has 
completed his stage engagement of 
“Othello,” which opens shortly. at Advance seat sale for “South Pa- 
the St. James’ Theatre. He also | cific’ is soaring in almost unpre- 
said that he was keenly interested | cedented fashion. With a month to 
in TV, not mainly as a guest artist, | go before the musical opens at the 
but as a producer. , Drury Lane, Nov. 1, the theatre is 

In the BBC studio with Orson” sold almost solidly for six months 
Welles was Harold Myers, London | ahead. 
For several weeks the house, with 
|tions about the audience reaction! capacity of more than 2.300, has 
Ito the Welles’ radio program. been sold to the end of 1951. 


films so as to be able to take ad- 
vantage of the government aid. 
Tough keeping up to production 


obvious lowering in quality which 


market. With this aid, French film 
output is up 110 annually, which 
puts it about fourth in world pro- 
| duction. ° 


Producers claim that the high 
(Continued on page 12) 


| ‘Pacific’ Sold 6 Mos. 


In Advance in London 
London, Oct. 2. 














production of cheap, commercial . 


level, this has brought about an’ 


hurts in the sorely needed foreign- 
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Continuous Prod. Plans for Aussie 


Ike Levy to Do Series 
Of Operatic TV Films 


; Paris, Sept. 25. 
Official Films (Ike Levy) has 





Germans Attem 











Given Body Blow by Govt. Coin Nix 


Sydney, Oct. 2. + — 





made a deal with Georgio Geddes 
de Filmocaia (Alfa Cinemat of 


Local film producers here re- 
ceived a real shock last week when 
the Robert Menzies’ Liberal Party 
government via its Capitol Issues 
Dept. refused to okay major and 
minor pic producers’ plans to seek 
capital for formation of a company 
to do continuous picture produc- 
tion in Australia. 

Edict nixes the bid by the 
Charles “unro-Tait-Denison Group 
to set up continuous production 
here in 1952. M-T-D had planned 
to imyort stars from the U. S. and 
England with a proposed schedule 
of from™four to six films yearly. 
First was to have been “Robbery 
Under Arms” in association with 
Ealing. A couple of minor pro- 
ducers also will now fold produc- 
tion plans, it is reported. 

Government’s edict means that 
money cannot be obtained via stock 
sales to the public. It is attempt- 
ing currently to check public 
spending and curb inflation. Re- 
ported that politicians figure there 
are enough films flowing into this 
country from abroad to take care 
of present cinema needs. However, 
the powerful Munro-Tait-Denison 
setup will make additional attempts 
to gain approval. 

Ealing, long-established here, 
will go ahead on its own production 
schedule under production chief 
Eric Williams. Ealing has “A Town 
Like Alice” listed for shooting and 


will probably do “Robbery Under | avan, booked for a three-week stint | !€aving 12 to be spread over the 


Arms” solo. U. S. producers de- 





| 


Rome) to produce a series of £2 
operatic shorts for video release 


London Niteries Look For in the U. S. Idea is to do the best 


° ° | known operas, making use of the 

Election Night Windfall —— of talent in Europe and also 
uropean studios. 

London, Oct. 2. | When Levy visited Europe a cou- 


: é ‘c-| ple of months ago, he was offered 
tion night trade of February in} several deals to make pix for him 


1950 still fresh in their minds, Nni- | but they all involved his supplying 
tery and cafe operators in the West | at least part of the coin. First 
End are again planning special|of new TV films to be shot likely 
festivities on the night of Oct. 25.| will be “Aida.” 

Election returns will be flashed to 
the patrons as soon as they are 


received. -Night spots that normal- ° 

Say Ys Seca wa |Uad. Indies Face 

a.m. . " P : 
Slim Nip Pickings 


Most clubs will provide cus- 
tomers with booklets containing 
complete list of candidates so they 
can keep tab on the score as the Tokyo, Sept. 25. 
Distributors of independent 
American pix in Japan will have 
slim pickings for the last half of 


results pour in. 
the Nipponese fiscal year from Oct. 


Camel Caravan Goes On 
Gl Circuit in Germany 1, this year, to March 31, 1952. Re- 
In Oct.; 3d Major Show cently announced Japanese film 


a import quota of 150 Yank pix al- 

_. Frankfurt, Sept. 25. | iotted 30 to U. S. indies for the fis- 

The third major U. S. network | ca} year, with the balance of 120 
show will hit the GI circuit in Ger- | going to the American majors now 
many early in October, the Army’s | 9Perating in the Motion Picture 
Special Services Branch has an-| Export Assn. pool. But 18 of the 
nounced. Group is the Camel Car-|30 already have been released, 





With memories of the lush elec- | 














by the USO. It will present 90- | next six months of operation. 


t to Wreck Allied 
Commission's Plan to Break Up UFA 





Oil Dispute Hits Brit. 
Film Distrib in Iran 


Washington, Oct. 2. 

The long, drawn-out oil troubles 
between the British and Iranian 
government are hurting the distri- 
bution of British films in that coun- 
try, but don’t appear to be dam- 
aging the market for American pix. 
Nathan -D. Golden, chief of the 
National Production Authority mo- 
tion picture division, says distribs 
are having a more difficult time in 
placing British films. About 75% 
of the market is held by the Hol- 
lywood films. German pictures are 
making a comeback and there is a 
wave of popularity for Egyptian 
and Indian films. 

The producers get out one to two 
films a year in Iran, and they do 
well among the natives, although 
poor technically, according to Gold- 
en. Country has 40 theatres, of 
which about 30 are in Tehran. 
Iranian audiences like action, 
Oriental atmosphere and not too 
much talking in their pictures. 





German Producers Seek 
UFA Setup in Berlin 
With $476,000 Payment 


Berlin, Sept. 25. 
West 


sirous of making pix here with | minute shows at various army in- 
their own coin would be given 4a | stallations. 


government greenlight. Hardest | Members of the group are Jay 





hit by Capital Issues’ edict are pro- | Kirk, who emcees; roller skaters 
selling. dancer, Margaret Brown; western 
singer, Elton Britt; Arlene and Ar- 
é 9 

Morley, Star of Hut, Horse and the Cavaliers band. The 
other network shows which toured 
+ ee Mack’s Old Gold Original Amateur 
Of Playing N.Y. Edition Hour, which completed its tour late 
London, Oct. 2. in August, and Walter O’Keefe’s 
; ae : d by Campbell Soups, is 

completed a year’s run as star of | SPOMSsored’ bs , 
“The Little Hut,” does not intend | “i"ding its tour now. 


ducers seeking funds via_ stock Kathleen and Ralph Quinlan; tap 

delle, the Terry Twins; Pansy the 

In London, Fights Shy Germany this summer were Ted 

Robert Morley, who has just | Double or Nothing.”’ Latter show, 
to appear in the Broadway edition Another arrival was 


vocalist 


of the play. The actor feels that|Herb Jeffries, who flew in from | 


after the marathon stint in London, | Juan-les-Pins for an eight-day no- 
which is expected to continue at | Salary stint with the British Vic 
least until fall of 1952, he would| Lewis Band. Jeffries’ 40-minute 
prefer to do something else. In, Nuernberg show last week was 
“Edward, My Son,” several years | broadgast via Armed Forces Net- 
ago, he repeated his starring as-|W°rk. Baritone Robert Merrill 
signment on Broadway and then| Completed a three-week tour early 
did it for a season in Australia. | this month. 

‘ Another factor in onde Ay reluc- > 
ance to commit himself for a 

Broadway run is that he now has a WELLFS NEW LEGITER 


permanent home in England. So 








he plans to remain on the London 
stage and continue doubling in 
films produced here. 

The star’s next screen assignment 
probably will be in Sir Alexander 
Korda’s production, “Gilbert and 
Sullivan.” He is being sought for 
the role of librettist partner of the 
famous team. With his four-year- 
old daughter, Annabel, making her 
picture debut, Morley co-starred 
with Ralph Richardson in Carol 
Reed’s “Outcast of the Island.” He 
previeusly played Katharine Hep- 
burn’s brother in the British-loca- 
tion scenes of John Huston’s “Afri- 
can Queen,” in which Humphrey 
Bogart is co-star. 

With Robert Morley apparently 
unavailable, John C. Wilson has a 
Verbal deal with Rex Harrison and 
Lilli Palmer to co-star in the 
Broadway production of “Hut.” 
Ideally, he would like to have all 
three stars play the principal roles 
in the Andre Roussin yarn. He still 
hopes that by the fall of 1952, when 
he and the Harrisons expect to be 
ready to do it, Morley may change 
his mind. In any ease, Peter Brook 
is set to come to N. Y. and repeat 
his original staging assignment. 

Me4nwhile, Wilson’s production 
‘Nina,” with Gloria Swanson, 
ah Niven and Alan. Webb as 
a entire cast, goes into rehearsal 
a week under Gregory Ratoff’s 
Srection- It will open a tryout Oct. 
' _at the New Parsons in Hartford, 

nitial presentation at that house, 
ed aries at the Royale, N. Y., 





Gerard Heath managing di 
: irec- 
a = Variety Theatres Consol. 
pre , London, denies that he is 
ne Ociated with a move to take 
rit three provincial vaude thea- 
a . Houses mentioned in an 
rier report were the Palace, 


Plymouth, Hi 
and Empire, me, Aldershot 


TO PREEM IN DUBLIN 


Dublin, Oct. 2. 
Orson Welles’ new play, “F- 
Bomb,” will be preemed by Hilton 
Edwards - Michael 
Dublin Gate Theatre Co. during 


MacLiammoir | nese fiscal year, 


Quota breakdown has been made 
on the basis ofthe actual distribut- 
ing channels in Japan, rather than 
by assigning quotas to American 
producers. Of the 12 indie films, 
six will be distributed by Daiei Mo- 
tion Picture Co., two by Shochiku 
Enterprises, two by Toho Motion 
Picture Co. and two by Robert M. 
Lury, Nipponese distrib for Eagle 
Lion Classics~and Select Interna- 
tional Films. Daiei is the local 
distrib for Samuel Goldwyn, Walt 
Disney and Stanley Kramer films; 
Shochiku handles Monogram-Allied 
Artist, Edward Small, Sol Lesser, 
Excelsior and Frieda Films; and 
Toho distributes Selznick product. 

Other distribs in Japan of indie 
U. S. films are Eihai Motion Pic- 
ture Co., which handles the prod- 
uct of a number of small producers 
represented here by S. Maurice 
Livingston, and Breakston Produc- 
tions, a production-distribution out- 
fit headed by George Breakston 
which already has filmed two Nip 
locationers. Breakston pix are re- 
leased through Toho. Robert 
Lury’s Eagle Lion Classic and Se- 
lect International films currently 
are released in the Shochiku thea- 
tre chain. 

The U. S. majors will discontinue 
the MPEA pool after next Dec. 31. 
For the last quarter of the Japa- 
January-March, 
1952, studios will be on their own 





ing financial backing to purchase 





| Nazi state-owned UFA film moncp- 
oly. It is understood that Berlin 
banks as well as the city govern- 
ment favor the idea. UFA prop- 
erty in Berlin is valued at about 
$1,900,000. It includes studios, 


equipment distributing 
and the Marmorhaus 
Mars-Film, a dubbing outfit in the 
| British sector, is now on the block 
and one bid is reported already 
made. 

This producers’ outfit, forming 





| 
| 
plans to acquire the UFA property 
by a cash payment of about $476,- 
000, while the remainder would be 
payable in 20 years at the rate of 
at least $71,400 a year plus 3% 
interest. The company would pay 
no dividends until the remaining 
$1,428,000 is paid off. 

Organizers of the company are 
Richard Koenig and Guenter Sta- 
penhorst, of Munich; Carl Froelich 
and Dr. Hans Cuerlis, of Berlin; 


yerman’ and Berlin pro- | 
ducers have banded together into | 
a new organization aimed at secur- | 


the Berlin property of the former | 


synchronization outfits, UFA’s film | 
company | 
Theatre, | 


the Berlin Film Kreditbank, Ltd., | 


By GEORGE F. GAAL 


| Frankfurt, Sept. 25. 


German official and private in- 
| terests again have attempted to 
wreck the Allied High Commission’s 
| plans to break up UFA, the giant 
$11,900,000 former Nazi __ state- 
j}owned film monopoly. The Gef- 
}man uproar is a result of the High 
| Commission's decision in August to 
| put Bavaria Filmkunst, UFA’s huge 
| studios near Munich, on the block 
\for the highest bidder. Also for 
| auction is Mars Films, a small syn- 
|chronization outfit in Berlin. One 
attempt to stop the sales came from 
Ludwig Kfitzsch, general manager 
of UFA under the Nazis. Ironical- 
ly enough, Klitzsch maneged to get 
an injunction on the sale from a 
|Detmold restitution agency. He 
| made the claim in the name of a 
‘eorporation handling the Alfred 
| Hugenberg estate. 

Klitzsch claimed that Hugen- 
berg’s sale was forced and was a 
bargain with the Nazis, who prom- 
ised not to bother Husenberg’s 
| publishing business if he sclls UFA. 
| An interesting factor here is that 
| Klitzsch has been general manager 
|of the publishing company, then of 
| UFA, and now of the new corpora- 
|tion. Klitzsch claimed $4,760,000 
| damages. The injunction, of course, 
lis not binding on the Allied High 
|Commission which seized -*UFA at 
lthe end of the war as Nazi proper- 
ty. Klitzsch’s demand to sce UFA’s 
books was refused and it is unlike- 
ly he will ever collect anything 
from the Allies. However, once 
{the UFA break-up is in Gemnan 
hands, this would be another prob- 
lem, 

Another attack against the Al- 
lied program came from Dr, Rudolf 
Vocel, chairman of the Pundestag’s 
(lower house of Bonn parliament) 
committee for press, radio and 
films. Vogel, a staunch opponent 
of the UFA liquidation program, 
ennounced at the committee’s 
meeting in Munich last Friday ((21) 
| that he will advise the Bonn gov- 
jernment to try to intervene with 
ithe Allies to stop the sales. Vogel 
|chorged that the, Allied action is a 


| Violation of the recent Washington 

| av*rcement of the Bis Three for- 

eign ministers, which envisages 

{German sovereignty in exchange 

| for German soldiers in an Euro- 
pean army. 

| Sees Liquidation Plan Failing 


| “rom the German public I ex- 
pect the discipline of. not acquir- 
ing federal property as long as the 
federal government does not pare 
ticipate in the sale,” Vogel said. His 


i ced : . | Statement was typical of the Ger- 
eR A’ Meine of dam: |Mman official attitude in the UFA 
burg. Mainz is also head of the|‘estion. It seemed to under- 
Europa Filmverleih, a production- line a prediction made recently 
distribution company formed last | bY 4 western official, who said the 
May in Hamburg by German, Ital- liquidation program would fail 


the coming season here at the 
Gaiety. Other new plays on the/of 120 for this group, 36 will re- 
slate include Maura Laverty’s|main for release after Jan. 1. 
Toika Row,” a play about Dublin | Metro and 20th-Fox will have five 
life; the first production in Eng-!each for the three-month period, 
lish of “Ninotchka.” and an adap- | four each will go to RKO, Warners, 
te - Pager sal Spr nee will} Paramount, Universal and Col 
also include a revival of MacLiam- | and thre h to Republi A. 
moir’s “Where Stars Walk,” and a ee 
new production of “Othello.” 


: Abbey be many also has accepted Rossellini to Direct 
wo new plays for the coming sea- é ‘8 
Part of ‘Seven Sins 


son, “Window on the Square,” by 
new playwright Anna Daly, and Rome, Sept. 25 
The Franco-London Films of 


Mannan 4 gv ye by Seamus 
yrne, who had an Abbey success ; : : 

“ ” Paris, collaborating with Constel- 
prea 3 for a Headstone” two | ation Films of Italy, recently set 
2 up a co-production, “The Seven 


Cardinal Sins,” consisting of seven 
2 More Rank Cos. Show different stories. All will be done 


: * by different directors with loca- 
eneretne Se Reenings tions in France and Italy. Italian 


director, Roberto Rossellini, has 
Results of two more companies | been assigned one of these to di- 

in the J. Arthur Rank group an-|rect. It is called, “Envy,” theme 

nounced last week continue to re-| being inspired by the book “La 

flect the upward trend shown in the | Chatte.” 

recently issued consolidated finan-| “Envy” has been adapted for the 

cial statement. Consolidated trad-| screen by Diego Fabbri, Turi Va- 


in Nippon. Of the annual quota 








ian, British and American produ- | °7¢e it gets into German hands. 


cers and distribs. 


IST COMMERCIAL RADIO 
STATION BOWS FOR NIPS 


Tokyo, Sept. 25., 

Japan’s first comercial radio sta- 
tion took to the air at Osaka this 
month, culminating a five-year ef- 
fort to break the,26-year monopoly 
of the Broadcasting Corp. of Japan. 
New station, owned by the newspa- 
per Mainichi, is JOOR, which is 
now on air daily from 6 a. m. to 
11 p. m. Legislation authorizing 
commercial stations to compete 
with the nation’s public service 
BCJ network was passed by the 
Nipponese legislature last year but 
a year and a half passed before a 
regulatory body was established, 
standards adopted and licensing 
procedure set up. 

Osaka operation is labeled Radio 
New Japan. Other commercial 
broadcasting ventures skedded to 
get under way soon are Radio Cen- 





He said neither the government 
nor the Bundestag have genuine 
wishes to actually smash the comes 
| bine and would father have UFA 
| under some kind of state manageg- 
| ment. 

Indications also.showed that, de- 
spite German squawks, the High 
Commission soon will put more 
UFA property on the block, possi 
bly including the Berlin and Wies- 
baden studios plus UFA’s 40 excek 
lent first-run theatres. 

The Allies are hopeful of find- 
ing buyers for Bavaria Filmkunst, 
which they regard as the gist of the 
entire liquidation program. The 
studios, comprising more than 50% 
of the country’s production capaci- 
ty, are worth some $2,856,000. 


BBC LONGHA'R SHOW 
TO 3,000,000 WEEKLY 


London, Oct. 2. 
The Third program, British 
Broadcasting Corp. contribution to 
longhair in radio, which celebrated 














ing profits of Cinema Television 
and Bush Radio have soared by 
more than 100%. 
ended June 23 last were $1,585,113 
compared with previous 
$600,012. Despite improved earn- 
ings, the dividen@ is being reduced 
from 8% to 5% in view of the 


sile and Rossellini. Story concerns 
a painter and his young wife. 


Profits for year| The artist has a cat on whom 


he lavishes attention to such an ex- 


year’s | tent that the wife feels she is neg- 


lected in favor of the feline. 
Upon completion of “Envy,” Ros- 
sellini returns to working on the 


government's proposed divvy lim-| story for his next feature pic to be 


itation. 


produced by Ponti-DeLaurents. 


tral Japan in Nagoya, Radio. Kyu-| its fifth anni last Saturday (29), is 
shu in Fukuoka and Radio Tokyo| Picked up by about 1,500,000 at 
in the nation’s capital. Radio | least twice a week, according to a 
Tokyo’s JOKR is the most power- | Survey by Broadcasting House. The 
ful transmitter in Japan. anni program included T. S. Eliot's 
first Lege we ge P| his 
oF . a Wednesday” and a con- 
Bridie College Play for Pix aa with Sir Thomas Beecham 
Glasgow, Sept. 25. {conducting the BBC Symphony 

A play about university life by | Orch. 








The other company with im- 








proved earnings is Provincial Ci- . 
nematograph Theatres, whose Other Foreign News 
trading profits jumped about On Page 12 
$200,000 to $2,532,550, | 











the late James Bridie, “What Say 


| They,” is to be filmed. Lead role 


of Professor Haynon is set for legit 
actor Duncan Macrae. 








Terry Bishop will produce. 


The Third program excludes 
news bulletins, vaude and regular 
serializations. About 50 plays are 
presented annually and each has 
three repeats. 
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High Taxes, Rising 
For Aussie Exhibs, Sez Leon Snider 


High taxation and rising costs 


Costs Headaches 





are the principal difficulties faced 
by the Australian theatre owner, 
according to Leon S. Snider, man- 
aging director of Snider & Dean 
Theatres, who arrived in N. Y. last 
week. Especially at a disadvantage, 
he said, are the privately held 
houses and chains because their in- 
come tax rates are higher than 
those imposed upon publicly 
owned theatres. 

Snider pointed out that, although 
the S & D circuit in pre-war times 
once operated around 180 theatres, 
it was forced to dispose of a ma- 
jority of them since it was eco- 
nomica'ly unsound to majntain a 
loop of such a size. Chain now has 
some 38 houses, chiefly in New 
South Wales. One of the factors 
behind the theatre sales, he noted, 
is the fact that the government 
makes scant allowance for depre- 
ciation. 

Where the exhibitor is over the 
barrel particularly is in the upped 
cost of equipment with exception 
of sound gear. Seats, furnishings 
and the like have trebled in cost. 
When the exhibitor seeks to re- 
place outmoded material, Snider | 
observed, often he finds his re-| 
serves aren't large enough for such | 
repairs. 

Not since 1939 have new thea- 
tres been freely built. A complete 
ban on film house construction has 
been somewhat relaxed. However, 
this has failed to stimulate a wave 
of building because high costs act 
as a natural deterrent, 

Film Biz Stays Consistent 

Business has been consistent, 
Snider said, but this cannot be at- 
tributed to the public being more 
picture-minded. It stems from a 
large population increase over the 
past decade. In contrast, new thea- 
tres have not been built in propor- 
tion to the increase in number of 
people. If theatre construction had 
matched the boost in population, 
the circuit exec feels, then attend- 
ance would have declined. 

Television is no problem as yet. 
The government is currently study- 
ing the situation in an effort to de- 


° . | 
termine how the new medium | 


should be handled and it is doubt- 
ful that any station will be on the 
air for at least another three to 
five years. Also remote is the pos- 
sibility that TV will be privately 
operated. 

Snider, who is also a member of 
the New South Wales legislative 
council, left Sydney last April on 
a combined business-vacation trip 
which to date has taken him to Bri- 
tain and Scandinavia, among other 
countries. He will visit several 
midwest U. S. cities as well as Hol- 
lywood before returning to Aus- 
tralia late in November. 


London Film Notes 


London, Sept. 25. 


Irving Allen is dickering with 
Eric Glass for picture rights of 
John Tore’s South African musical 
“Golden City,” 
Mitchell staged at the Adelphi the- 











atre last year. Also wants Victor ' 
Katona and Eric Maschwitz’s new , 


play, “Salzburg Rendezvous,” for 
a pic . .. Brian Desmond Hurst 
is anxious to acquire Philip King's 
comedy hit, “On Monday Next,” 
for a film in which he wants to star 
Henry Kendall, who appeared in 
the play when done last year at 
the Comedy Theatre. 

Val Guest has written a new 
screenplay, “Penny Princess,” 
which has been acquired for a pic 
by the J. Arthur Rank organiza- 
tion, with Guest to produce and 
direct. It will be made in Techni- 
color, and is ready to start early 
in October at Pinewood studios... 
Then the company goes on loca- 
tion for four weeks in Spain... 
John Garfield to Paris, but will 
return to consider British script 
submitted to him as a starring 


vehicle in England by a British | 


film company. 





Atlas to Make Hungarian Pix 


Atlas Films Corp., a new produc- | producers 
ing organization, has been formed | choose good scripts and forcing | 


which Stephen | 


‘Lyric Revue’ Looks 
Sure of London Run 


London, Oct. 2. 

The “Lyric Revue” moved to the 
West End after scoring an unpre- 
cedented success on its four-month 
run in Hammersmith. Presented 
by Tennent Productions, it opened 
at the Globe last Wednesday (26), 
and looks set for a continued pros- 
perous season. 


The revue is slickly paced, 
| abounds with wit, and is tastefully 
| produced. Talented cast is headed 
by Dora Bryan, Graham Payn, Rob- 
| erta Huby and Joan Heal. 


‘Lehmann Named to Head 
French State Theatres; 
Hirsch Isn’t Renewed 


Paris, Oct. 2. 


‘Maurice Lehmann, director of 
the Chatelet Theatre and w.k. legit 
manager, has been named general 
administrator of the National Lyric 
Theatres (the state-owned Opera, 
Opera Comique and Comedie Fran- 
caise), replacing Georges Hirsch. 
Latter’s contract, which expired in 
July but was temporarily con- 
tinued, was not renewed. 

Hirsch has been a recent storm 
centre in French political as well 
as cultural circles, because of al- 
leged_ artistic mismanagement. 
Matter came up in the Chamber of 
Deputies, to be followed by an in- 
vestigation, with Lehmann’s pact- 
ing as result. Lehmann was 
briefly the Opera and Comedie 
Francaise director after the Libera- 
tion, in '45 and ‘46. 

Lehmann, who was once an actor 
and has been running the Chatelet 
since 1928, is currently busy prep- 
ping shows for the next three 
years, including “Mexico,” a musi- 
cal by composer Francis Lopez | 
with book by Vincy and Gandera, | 
starring Luis Mariano; a revival 
of “White Horse Inn,” and then a 
new musical based on a Pierre Be- 
noit yet-unpublished novel. 

Only difficulty stems from the 
fact that Lehmann has a lease from 
the city on the Chatelet, and in- 
tends to retain it during his stay 
at the Opera, latter being for three 
years. 

Lehmann’'s plans for the Opera 
are to revive some French operas 
like “Ariane” and “Fragonard” and 
to produce some new ballets, in- 
cluding “Snow White,” with score 
by Maurice Yvain; “Cinema,” to 
score by Louis Aubert, and ‘Four- 
| beries,” from the Moliere classic by 
| Roland Manuel, with a score adapt- 
|ed from Rossini by Tony Aubin. 
| Also a revival of “Phedre,” with 
Lycette Darsonval dancing the part 
created by Tamara Toumanova. 
| Lehmann produced a_ French 
| adaptation of Irving Berlin’s “An- 


: 


|nie Get Your Gun” at the Chatelet. 




























L_. Grisis Looms 
H 


‘cost of production and the lack of 
|an equality ratio between. produc- 
|tion costs and boxoffice receipts are 
,the main causes of the present 
| crisis. In 1946 an average film cost 
$100,000 and today nearly $176,000. 
| In 1938, 130 films were made using 
| 550 technicians, whereas in 1948, 
,90 pictures needed 2,800 techni- 
cians. Of the average of less than 
| 50c. admission only 4c. finds its way 
_to the producer. 
The stars still get the highest pay 
here, with directors second. Many 
|of the topnotch Gallic directors 
_ have worked only intermittently in 
|years. Marcel Carne has made 
|three films in six years, while 
Claude-Autant Lara has done two 
‘in four years. Rene Clair directed 
two in six years and Jean Gremil- 








Fight Pix to Adelphi 


London, Sept. 25. 

Arthur Dent, Adelphi Films top- 
per, who distributed the film of the 
last Robinson-Turpin fight, has 
inked a deal with Joe Frenkel, 
managing director of Michael H. 
Goodman Productions, for sole 
world distribution rights of all 
championship fight films made by 
that company under its deal with 
Jack Solomons. 

It is contemplated that within 
the next year the company will 
handle a number of championship 
contests, including a likely return 
bout between Robinson and Tur- 
pin. 


O'Brien Blasts 
FIEC's Policies 


London, Oct. 2. 

A new broadside against the 
unions in the Film Industry’s Em- 
ployees Council whose policies 
some claim constitute the greatest 
single adverse factor in British pro- 
duction today, has been launched 
by Tom O’Brien, M.P., in behalf 
of the executive council of the 
National Assn. of Theatrical and 
Kine Employees. His association 
has rejected an FIEC proposal for 
a joint meeting on current film 
problems. 

NATKE claims that the FIEC 
policies, and the manner in which 
they have been put over, have dis- 
integrated the industry and scared 
away private investment. It is also 
argued that it has caused embar- 
rassment to the government as well 
as unemployment not only among 
NATKE members but also among 
members of some of the unions 
connected with the FIEC. 

Asserting that the FIEC has be- 
haved in an irresponsible manner, 
the NATKE statement declares 
they have impeded the hope of 
formulating a new _ production 
policy which would permit opera- 
tion “under the grim realities of 
today.” 


Austrian Alps : 


Continued from page 10 


at Lake Woerth (British Zone), 
and the third in Bad Gastein (U. S. 
Zone). Takes are not heavy at 
either of the casinos. There are no 
casinos in the Tyrol. 


Austrians Complain on Clipping 


Latter is among the mentioned 
few scalping spots. It is interesting 
that the Austrians were the first to 
complain about the excessive 
charges even before foreigners had 
a chance to squawk. One of the 
most important Vienna dailies sent 
a correspondent to Bad Gastein to 
investigate, with the result that a 
three-column bawling out was given 
by the paper to hoteliers there. 
Among the complaints was that 
hotels charged up to $12 for single 
rooms and that cabbies asked $1.20- 
$1.60 for trips shorter than a mile. 

The Bad Gastein prices, of 
course, are nowhere near repre- 
sentative. In Salzburg, single rooms 
(without bath). can be had for $2, 
in Kitzbuehel for $1.80, in St. An- 
ton for $1.20-$2, in Innsbruck for 
$2-$2.80. Only few hotels have 
rooms with baths. Small places 
charge even less. For instance, 
this mugg spent 18 days in Seefeld, 
in the heart of the Tyrol, and the 
whole vacation’s hotel bill ‘(single 
room, meals, taxes, etc.) came to 
less than $60). The hotel was con- 
sidered among the better cnes. 

Food is generally excellent, but 
not as good as French cooking. En- 
tertainment in the Alpine belt is 
not very varied. In most spots, 
there is nothing much to do after 
dinner. On the other hand, the 
scenery and excursions into -the 
outdoors, again for minimum fees, 
assure the tourist a change of pace 
towards the restful. 

Seefeld, which is fairly repre- 
sentative among the Tyrolean 
spots, has one theatre and one 
nightclub, the latter jammed every 
night. Theatre generally showed 


























lon one in six years. Writers accuse 
of being unable to 


in New York by Frank Nemethy, a them into commercial routines. 


distributor of Hungarian pictures. | 





Associated with him in the com-| Bentine For Sullivan’s TV Show 


pany are Lucille Weinberg and 


Stephen Miko. 
First project on 


London, Oct. 2. 
Michael Bentine, British vaude 


Nemethy’s player, planes to N. Y. Th 
agenda is the plan to remake a, , yo 


(4) for a series of three TV dates 


pre-war Hungarian feature. He on the Ed Sullivan program. 


screened the original in N. Y. last 
week for the benefit of Ilona Mas- 


sey, who may star ip it. 


hh 


This will be Bentine’s first visit 
to America, He will stay six 
weeks, : 





et ey 


1950-vintage pix, such as “Prince of 
| Foxes” (20th). The nitery, called 
Sport Casino, had a good native 
| four-piece combo, and was selling 
real Scotch at 65¢ per shot. Top 
wine price was around $2.40 per 
bottle, while native champagne 
sold for $3 per bottle. American 
cigarets sold for 36c a pack. On 
occasion native folk dancers pre- 
sented excellent floorshows, with a 
16¢c-a-person cover charge. Other- 
wise, there was no cover and no 
minimum, _.., 
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Minor Pre-Election B. 0. Slump 


Seen in Brit.; Showbiz Candidates 





Wage Hikes Help Boost 


Cinema Biz in Ireland 
Dublin, Sept. 25. 


Wage hikes for lower income 
groups, particularly unionized la- 
bor, during recent months has been 
partly responsible for change from 
cheaper to medium price seats in 
cinemas of.Ireland. Second factor 
contributing to lengthening queues 
for these seats is the tendency for 
pay of white collar workers to keep 
pace with the rising cost of living. 

Admission charges are pegged by 
the Govt. here with a top of 50c for 
first-run city houses. Local exhibs 
are pressing the government for 
amendment of orders. 


Basle, Berne Legiters 
Set Big 51-'52 Lineups, 
With B’way, London Hits 


Basle, Sept. 18. 


Stadttheatres ‘of Berne and 
Basle, as well as Basle art-house 
Komoedie have opened their 1951- 
52 season with an ambitious line- 
up. First two houses embrace 
opera and operetta as well as legit. 
Berne will have T. S. Eliot’s 
“Cocktail Party,” Daphne du 
Maurier’s “September Tide,” Ger- 
hart Hauptmann’s posthumuous 
play “Herbert Engelmann,” adapt- 
ed by Carl Zuckmayer, Marcel 
Pagnol’s “Cesar,” Shaw's “Saint 
Joan” and one world preem of 
“Angelo and the Fool” by Swiss 
author Waechter. 


Stadttheatre and Komoedie Basle 
has - set Tennessee Williams’ 
“Streetcar Named Desire” starring 
Swiss actress Blanche Aubry; 
Sauvajon-Jackson-Bottomley’s com- 
edy “Edward's Children,” Jean- 
Paul Sartre’s “Red Gloves,” 
Jacques Deval’s “Tovaritch,” Jean 
Anouilh’s “Eurydice,” Marcel 
Ayme’s “Clerambard,” Geoffrey- 
Mitchell’s “The Perfect Woman” 
and Jean Giraudoux’ “War of Troy 
Will Not Take Place.” 


= aV 
Rio’s Copa 
Continued from page 10 ——! 


nearly all of the 15 nights of the 
run. Dauphin himself received 
most of the crix praise. 

Spanish Dancer, Samba Singer 

Making his first appearance here, 
Pedro de Cordoba, a Spanish 
dancer, is doing a six-week stint 
at the Golden Room. Appearing 
on the same bill is Marlene, Bra- 
zil’s “samba singing queen of 
radio,” making her first appearance 
since returning from Europe. Wear- 
ing a strapless, black gown, her act 
is something like Carmen Miranda 
sans bananas and baubles. Com- 
pleting the bill is Les Freres 
Jacques, French harmony quartet, 

The Golden Room floor show 
swings over to the Midnight Room 
when the former closes for spring 
cleaning. Suzy Solidor of Paris 
has been booked for six weeks. 

Following Carlos Ramirez at the 
Acapulco, also out in the Copaca- 
bana Beach district, is Naranja, a 
baritone from Colombia. Ramirez 
did six weeks at the Acapulco. 

Night and Day Thrives 

In Rio’s downtown district of 
Cinelandia, the Night and Day at 
the Serrador Hotel is doing nearly 
around-the-clock business. It starts 
serving lunch at midday, then 
changes table decorations for the 
crowd that starts drifting in at 4 
o’clock, with dancing continuing 
until 7 p.m. At 10:30 o’clock, the 
place becomes a boite, minimum 
$8. The floor show goes on at 1 
a.m. Lya Ray and her Cuban Mabos 
Dendes have just finished there af- 
ter two weeks. Billed as Ameri- 
can acrobats, Jack and Bill, who 
are from Argentina, double at the 
Night and Day while with the 
Sarassani ‘circus currently here. 
Clarisse and Marvin are at the 
Night and Day now with Ester de 
Abreu, crooner from Portugal; Ana 
Maria Gonzalas, singer from Mexi- 
co and the Brazilian Rascals, har- 
monica quintet. Edu, pop Brazilian 
harmonica player, currently ~ is 
playing over Radio Nacional. Edu, 














now seeking U.S. dates, has the dis- 
tinction of being the only artist to 
work in every nightclub in Rio and 
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By HAROLD MYERS : 


London, Sept. 25. 

The decision to hold a general 
election Oct. 25 may well lead to a 
minor boxoffice slump at what is 
normally one of the peak periods 
of the year. The rival competition 
of free electioneering meetings al- 
ways is a strong draw, with picture 
theatres as well as legit and vaude- 
ville houses inevitably suffering, 
particularly during the last stages 
of the campaign. 


In contrast to the last election in 
February last year, which necessi- 
tated the shelving of many urgent 
problems, there are only a few 
matters of trade interest which will 
have to be held over. Most im- 
portant of these is the review of 


ithe present structure of admission 


tax payments. When the duty was 
upped in the last budget, Hugh 


| Gaitskell, Treasury chief, promised 





| the industry that he would re- 


examine the present method of fix- 
ing the levy with a view to in- 
troducing a new scheme in next 
April’s budget. Negotiations with 
the industry already have been be- 
gun by the Customs & Excise de- 
partment, and it is assumed that 
the pledge on this question will be 
a by the incoming govern- 
ment. 


Likewise, the review of the Films 
Act is also, in most respects, non- 
political legislation. It is some time 
since the Board of Trade sounded 
the industry for its views on pos- 
sible modifications of the Quota 
Act. Then it was done on the basis 
of a longterm policy and not nec- 
essarily a matter for urgent Par- 
liamentary consideration. 

Show Biz Candidates 

As in previous years there will 
be quite a strong bid for Parlia- 
mentary honors by a wide list of 
industry candidates. The trade 
union movement particularly is 
strongly represented in the first 
list of candidates published last 
week. Tom O’Brien, M.P., is de- 
fending his Labor seat at Notting- 
ham. George H. Elvin, Assn. of 
Cine & Allied Technicians general 
secretary, is to fight the Oxford 
constituency on the Labor ticket. 


Eric G. M. Fletcher, deputy 
chairman of Associated British Pic- 
ture Corp., who is now Labor M.P. 
for E. Islington, will be contesting 
the constituency again, while Lady 
Archibald, wife of the former J. 
Arthur Rank producer, is seeking 
Parliamentary honors as a Labor 
candidate at Brentford and Chis- 
wick. Already a number of exhib- 
itors are named as candidates. Ma- 
jor J. Milner, sitting member in 
S. E. Leeds; J. Diamond, who rep- 
resents Blackley in Manchester: 








Arg. Producers 


Continued from page 10 


000,000, a sum which seems astro- 
nomical to local producers. 

A new production unit, Cen- 
tauro Films, is readying a pic 
with the assigned to one of Argen- 
tina’s ace jockeys, Oscar Nardi. 
Story is adapted from Alberto Va- 
ecarezza’s hit play, “When a Poor 
Man Has Fun.” Direction®will be 
by Roque Lavers. 

Arturo de Cordova is due back 
late this year to make “Buenos 
Aires-Valparaiso” with Mirtha Le- 
grand for Interamericana-Mapol, 


under Daniel Tinayre’s direction, _ 


This is to be shot chiefly on the 
trans-Andean railway, being a 
sleuth film, with the chase going 
from here to Chile. This studio is 
also building sets for “Clown,” a 
comedy starring Luis Sandrini, 
which Lucas Demare will direct. 
Producer Jaime Prades and Pierre 
Chenal, director of the English 
version of “Native Son,” have trans- 
ferred their film activities to Chile, 

Imitative as ever, “Red Shoes,” 
“Spectre of the Rose” and “Tales 
of Hoffmann” has induced an indc- 
pendent Argentine producer to 
make a ballet film of the Stravin- 
sky opus, “Apollo Musageta,” 
which Maria Ruanova and Victor 
Ferrari of the Colon Ballet will 
dance. Irene Dodal, a direcior 
from Prague, is in charge of pro- 
duction, 

Francisco Mugica and the cast of 
“Rescate de Sangre” (“Blood Ran- 
som”) on location in .the Andean 
foothills for Film Andes, were ma- 
rooned by a snowstorm and had to 


| be rescued by, mountain guides... 


a 
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n the group listed are 123 players, 
3 writers, 16 directors and 14 pro- 
ducers. 

Total cost to the industry of 
sending the Hollywoodites on tour 
is estimated to exceed $300,000. Of 
this, the producer-distribs will put 
up about $125,000 and local exhib 
committees the rest. 

National ‘Movietime” organiza- 
tion, which has a budget of about 
$650,000 for the star tours, news- 
paper advertising and other promo- 
tion, is paying transportation for 
the Hollywood people to and from 
exchange cities and allowing local 
committees $16 per diem per per- 
son for expenses. 


Cost will be much beyond that, 
however, since the regional groups 
will have to provide food, hotels 
and transportation within the area, 
as well as all other ~xpenses inci- 
dental to the promotional push. 
Coast people will be in each area 
from about Sunday (7) to the fol- 
lowing Saturday night. 


In each case the_ personalities 
will be routed first into an ex- 
change city and from there to as 
many other towns within the terri- 
tory. In some cases they’re being 
kept together as a unit, in others 
split up into smaller parties in 
order to cover more area. A num- 
ber of local basiles are anticipated 
in “divvying” of the stars where 
troupes are broken up. 

Idea in general is just to have 
the Hollywoodites ‘‘meet the peo- 
ple,” although they’ll be equipped 
with speeches (prepared by the 
Screen Writers Guild) to use as the 
oceasion demands. Many of the 
smalltown stops will just be for 
handshakes, while in bigger cities 
lunches, dinners and other gather- 
ings have been arranged for maxi- 
mum _ effectiveness in _ selling 
“movies are better than ever.” 


All arrangements, once “Movie- 
time” headquarters has delivered 
the Hollywoodites to an exchange 
city, are in the hands of the local 
group. Only use they are forbidden 
to make of the names is theatre 
and TV appearances. 


Following is the list of players 
and the areas to which they will 
go: . 
New York-Buffalo-Albany area: 
Gordon MacRae, John Carroll, 
Teresa Wright, William Bendix, 
Dana Andrews, Vanessa Brown, 
Ray Milland, Charlton Heston; 
writers Leonard Spiegelgass, Karl 
Tunberg, Allen Rivkin; directors 
Fred DeCordova, Henry Potter. 


Indianapolis area: Debra Paget, 
Hoagy Carmichael, Forrest Tucker, 
Rocky Lane; writer Phil Epstein; 
director Norman Foster. 


Cincianati area (including Frank- 
fort, Ky.): Keefe Brasselle, Dean 
Jagger, Edmund O’Brien, Barbara 


Bates; writers William Lively, 
Wells Root. 
Atlanta area: Joan Bennett, 


James Craig, Kay Brown; producer 
Walter Wanger; writer Lamar Trot- 
ti; director Robert Pirosh. 


New Haven area: Wendell Corey, 
Raymond Massey, Frank McHugh, 
Joyce .McKenzie; writer Albert 
Brodney; director Albert Lewin. 


Philadelphia area: Claude Rains, 
Richard Arlen, Wayne Morris, Bev- 
erly Tyler, Paula Raymond; Zero 
Mostel; writer F. Hugh, Herbert; 
producer Carey Wilson. 


Washington, D. C., area (includ- 
ing Richmond and Annapolis); Jane 
Greer, Debbie Reynolds, Randolph 
Scott and Mrs. Scott, Preston Fos- 
ter, Myrna Dell, Jane Nigh; writer 
Virginia Kellogg; director John 
Ford. ; 

Charlotte area: Nancy Davis, 
Craig Hill, Penny Edwards; writer 
Douglas Morrow; producer Irving 
Asher. 

Boston: Dorothy Lamour, Jeanne 
Crain, George Murphy, Billy De- 
Wolfe, James Whitmore; writers 
— Lavery, Oliver H. P. Gar- 

ett. ' ‘ 

_ Portland, Ore., and Seattle areas: 
Victor Jory, Bruce Bennett, Julie 
Bishop, Joseph Calleia; writers 
Henry Ephron, Sloan Nibley; di- 
rector Edward Berns. 

St. Louis area: Faith Domergue, 
Lew Ayres, Craig Stevens, Monica 
Lewis; writers Edmund Hartman, 
Frank Nugent; producer Sol Seigel. 

Milwaukee area: Pat O’Brien, 
William Demarest, Viveca Lind- 
fors, Harry Carey, Jr.; Catherine 
McLeod; writer Richard Breen; 
director George Marshall. 

.Kansas_ City area: Dennis 
O'Keefe, SheiJa Ryan; Gordon Mac- 
Rae (from New York for one day); 
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writer Adele Buffington; producers 
George Sidney, Harry Tugend. 

Denver area: Anne Baxter, Doris 
Day, George O’Brien, Spring By- 
ington, Raymond Walburn, Richard 
Widmark; writers Nathaniel Curtis, 
a Hughes; producer Bryan 

oy. 

Omaha area: Marjorie Main, 
Regis Tgomey, John Derek, Doris 
Day (from Denver for one day); 
writer John Larkin; director Roy 
Rowland. 

Minneapolis area: Robert Young, 
Marta Toren, Dorothy Patrick, Ann 


Doran; writers Irving Fielgund, 
Don McGuire; producer Robert 
Bassler. 


Des Moines area: Donna Reed, 
Macdonald Carey, Seven Members 
of Paramount’s Golden Circle; 
writer Aléx Gottlieb; director John 
Sturgis; producer Robert Sisk. 

Detroit area: Walter Pidgeon, 
Sally Forrest, Gale Storm; writer 
Valentine Davies; director Lewis 
Allen; producer Sam Zimbalist. 

Cleveland area: Jeff Chandler, 
Geraldine Brooks, Roddy McDow- 
all; writers Jesse Lasky, Jr., Harry 
Ruskin; director Fletcher Markle. 

Jacksonville area: Brian Don- 
levy; Michael O’Shea, Mala Powers, 
Dale Robertson, Michael Rennie, 
Constance Smith; director Alfred 
Hitchcock. 

Memphis area: Ricardo Montal- 
ban, Ward Bond, ‘Julie Adams, 
Eileen Christy, Smiley Burnette, 
John Derek (from Omaha for one 
day); producer Anthony Veiller. 

New Orleans area: William Lfin- 
digan, Peggy Dow, Benay Venuta, 
Fred Clark; writer Borden Chase; 
director John Farrow. 

Oklahoma City area: Jean Peters, 
Tim Holt, Martha Vickers, Charles 
Starrett, Roscoe Ates; writer M. 
Coates Webster; director Al Rogell. 

Pittsburgh area (including Har- 
risburg and Charleston, W. Va.): 
Broderick Crawford, Dan Duryea, 
Vera-Ellen, Ann Francis, Phil 
Reed; writer Ernest Pascal; pro- 
ducer Sol Lesser. 

Chicago area: Barbara Hale, Bill 
Williams, Paul Harvey, Otto Kru- 
ger, Jean Hagen; Danny Kaye; wri- 
ter Sy Bartlett; producers William 
Perlberg, George Seaton. 

Dallas area: Dan Dailey, Keenan 
Wynn, Chill Wills, John Wayne, 
Greer Garson, Seven Members of 
Paramount’s Golden Circle; direc- 
tor King Vidor; producer Jesse 
Lasky, Sr. 

Salt Lake City area: Doris Day 
(from Denver and Omaha for one 
day), Lucille Norman, Bob Wagner, 
Jeffrey Hunter; writer Robert D. 
Andrews. 


Speculate on Suit 
Causing Metro To 

- ¢ b J e 
Waive ‘Boat’ Bids 

Minneapolis, Oct. 2. 
Industry here is speculating on 
whether suit filed against it caused 
Metro to waive competitive bids 
and to release ‘‘Show Boat” in the 
28-day slot both to the Richfield. 
classified for that availability, and 
the 35-day Edina, independent com-‘ 
peting theatres in adjacent areas. 
Hitherto, Metro has required these 
two local suburban houses to bid 
competitively for pictures sought 
by them on 28-day clearance, the 


first availability here after the in- 
itial loop run. 


The Paul Mans group, Richfield 
owners, seeks to restrain M-G from 
requiring the competitive bids and 
to have the court assess alleged 
damages sustained by the theatre 
in consequence of the trade prac- 
tice. Also ready for filing are pa- 
pers prepared for Ben Friedman’s 
Edina against all major companies, 
excepting Columbia, to compel 
them to grant it 28-day availability. 
Columbia last week acceded to the 
Edina’s demand for the early clear- 
ance. 


Much talk also has been occa- 
sioned by the fact that the Edina 
presented “Show,Boat” for 55c. ad- 
mission, while the Richfield and 
eight other local independent 
neighborhood and suburban houses, 
as well as two Paramount circuit 
subsequent-run theatres, had a 60c. 
admission. In its suit, the Richfield 
argues that it and the Edina are not 
competitive and that it is entitled 
to buy through negotiation. M-G 
takes the position that the theatres 
are competitive and that the con- 
sent decree compels it to call for 





Look Mag Describes 
Upturn in Film Biz In 
Reverse of Life Piece 


In a clearly unmasked answer to 
Life’s recent piece on Hollywood's 
“colossal trouble,” next week's edi- 
tion of Look informs its readers 
that films “are still very much the 
igiant of the entertainment indus- 
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|Pixites Woo 1,000 VIP ‘Contacts’ 


Via N. Y. ‘Movietime’ Luncheon 


+ 








try throughout the world.” Look 
spreads its answer over. seven | 
pages, two in color, and all plenty | 
upbeat about the trade. 

Article by staffer Jack Sayers | 
reports attendance, 
profits are up and climbing, this 
in the face of a “series of ghoulish 
obituaries.” Feature, headlined 
“Who Says Hollywood Is Dying?,” 
relates in a subhead: “To hold their 
dominance of U. S. entertainment 
the major studios alone are betting 
$285,000,000 in talent, color, pro- 
duction know-how and showman- 
ship on an even bigger and better 
year in 1952.” 

Look uses layouts of scenes from 
numerous upcoming pix, all with 
caption copy underlining the up- 
trend in entertainment values and 


Hollywood’s new efficiency and 
showmanship, 
Sayers offers this summation: 


“The outlook is indeed bright. In 
the language of Hollywood and 
Vine: “The rest of show business 
should have it so good.” 


Meanwhile, in. a recent address 
before the Assn. of National Adver- 
tisers, Life publisher Andrew Hei- 
skell offered the view that the vari- 
ous media of communication, in- 
cluding television and films, repre- 
sent no threat to printed matter. 
“On the contrary,” he asserts, “they 
are all, to a. large extent, comple- 
mentary rather than mutually ex- 
clusive.” 


Life’s topper states, in effect, the 
various communications will pros- 
per so long as they have “some- 
thing to say.” He added: “When 
newsreels, having worn out their 
novelty appeal; continued to be 
produced without saying anything, 
they failed. This occurred long be- 
fore TV came into our spectrum. 
Quite possibly movies are today 
suffering the fate of not saying 
enough to satisfy the public.” 


COL, RKO TAKE OVER 
DISTRIB OF 2 INDIES 


Further underlining the fact that 
major companies are reaching out 
for independently-produced addi- 
tions to their release skeds are 
new acquisitions by Columbia and 
RKO. 


Col, via outright purchase, has 
taken over distribution rights to 





Madison and Ray Mala. 
centers on Russian raids 
Alaska-Soviet frontier. 


Drama 


which will be sold as a dual bill 


pany has had the latter on its sked 


Filmindustri. 


rights to two features. 


Caulfield-David Niven 


tion. 





Princeton Co. Plans 


ton, N. J., which has concentrated 
on industrial and commercial pix 
heretofore, plans to branch out 
soon into features for theatrical dis- 
tribution. It’s currently on the 
prowl for suitable scripts. 

. Outfit will seek story properties 
which can be filmed on low budg- 
ets and in New York and New 
Jersey locales. Center is headed 
by Gordon Knox, prexy. 





Bud Libson’s Will 
Cincinnati, Oct. 2. 

Robert J. (Bud) Libson, 31, the- 
atre circuit owner, who died of 
cancer Sept. 22, left $2,000 to the 
Damon Runyon Cancer Fund. His 
will, dated last Aug. 23, was filed 

in Probate Court last week. 
He was the son of the late Ike 





theatres ae 


Rita’s Drama Comeback 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 

Rita Hayworth's comeback pic- 
ture at Columbia, as yet untitled, 
will be a straight drama, scripted 
by Virginia Van Upp. 

Director will be Vincent 
man, with the front office holding 
production reins. 





'Price’s RKO Pact Delay 


Sher- 


+ An informal committee of 1,000 
prominent non-film persons, who 
would assist the pic industry in 
public and Civic relations and 
other matters, is expected to be 
organized via the jubilee luncheon 
celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of the motion picture theatre at 
the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria next 
Tuesday (9). 
N. Y.’s organized industry— 
| officially known as the Organiza- 
tion of the Motion Picture Indus- 
try of the City of Greater N. Y.— 
| has sent out 1,500 invitations to 
| leaders in labor, government, edu- 





cs ’ {ecation, veterans organizations and 
Allows Him Party Tour | the like for the luncheon. Rate of 


“Red Show,” produced by Boris 
L. Petroff and costarring Guy 


on the 


RKO has purchased distribution 
rights to “Jungle of Chiang,” made 
in Thailand and spoken in Siamese, 


with “Jungle Headhunters.’”’ Com- 


for some time. “Chiang” originally 
had been the property of Svensk 


Continuing on the prowl for new 
product is United Artists, which 
in the past week took releasing 
UA will 
handle “The Lady Says No,” Joan 
costarrer, 
under a deal with producers Frank 
Ross and John Stillman, Jr., and 
“Park Row,” which Samuel Fuller 
has set as his first indie produe- 


To Branch Out in Prod. 


Princeton Film Center, Prince- 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 

RKO postponed the starting date 
on Vincent Price’s multiple-picture 
acting-directing contract from Nov. 
1 to Jan. 1. This permits him to 
star in Coast tour of “Cocktail 
Party,” being produced by Lewis & 
Young. 

“Party” opens in San Francisco 
Oct. 15 for four weeks, then goes 
to Los Angeles. Interstate circuit 
dates are also beinz set. 


COMPO Beeline 


Continued from page 3 Sanam 





























sibly an exec v.p. to follow Arthur 
L. Mayer. 

Both men are determined to re- 
sign. While highly appreciative of 
the fact that Depinet is probably 
more responsible than anyone else 
for COMPO's coming into being, 
industryites agree that it is prob- 
ably proper to let the presidency 
rotate. On the other hand, they 
are still hopeful of retaining Mayer 
as paid exec head. Plan afoot now 
is to propose to him a length va- 
cation to get the rest and change 
he wants, following which he would 
return te his post. 

Change that has taken place in 
the thinking about COMPO—which 
has never actually been verbalized 
or formally set down—is reflected 
in the attitude of exhib leaders. 
They no longer fear that COMPO 
is an ogre aiming to take them 
over and the activities of the the- 
atremen’s organization over which 
they jealously preside. 

That’s best exemplified by the 
fact that exhib contributions to 
COMPO have picked up somewhat 
and have now exceeded those of 
the distribs. Coin is coming from 
big circuits, with the grassrooters 
still not spending any dough they 
don’t absolutely have to, but it is 
nevertheless encouraging. 

Second indicator of the change 
in exhib thinking on COMPO was 
the TOA conclave in New York last 
week. While continuation of 
membership in COMPO was a 
prime topie at last year’s meet and 


in TOA, it was hardly mentioned 

this year. 

Relegate Membership Situation 
So unimportant was it consid- 

ered that nothing more was done 


keep TOA informed on COMPO's 
activities. Morton Thalheimer, Vir- 
ginia theatreman, was named chair- 
man with authority to make his 
own appointment to the committee. 

Hardly necessary, therefore, in 
view of that attitude, was the as- 
surances given by _Depinet that 
COMPO had no thought of eclips- 


from the strength of its constitu- 
ent organizations. 





} 


acceptances indicates at least l,- 
000 will attend. 

The trade’s idea is that all who 
do show up will be inclined to 
view the industry in a friendlier 
light and will be more amenable 
to cooperation when it’s desired. 
Highlight of the luncheon will be 
the appearances of a “Movietime 
U.S.A.” group of Hollywood per- 
sonalities who will be in the area 
for a week’s tour. 


“Movietime” unit will include 
Dana Andrews, William Bendix, 
| Vanessa Brown, John Carroll, 


| Ray 


Charlton Heston, Gordon MacRae, 
Milland, Teresea Wright, 


| screenwriters Allen Rivkin, Leon- 


ard Spigelgass and Karl Tunberg, 
and directors Frederick de Cpr- 
dova and H. C. Potter. 

Luncheon, being set up by the 
Lynn Farnol public relations of- 
fice, will cost the trade $10,000. 
Expense of the star caravan will 
run about $5,000. 

That the luncheon is being fig- 
ured on the basis of a longtime 
advantage is shown by the fact 
that all invitations and acceptances 
are being carefully indexed. This 
will provide an immediate file of 
names of persons in public office 
and non-film industries and groups 
whose assists might be sought in 
the future. 

There could be tie-ins, for ex- 
ample, with labor leaders, or the 
contacts with veterans organiza- 
tions could be useful where diffi- 
culties crop up regarding any pix. 

Hosting the luncheon will be 
Fred J. Schwartz, Century The- 
atres, as chairman; Edward Rugoff, 
president of the Metropolitan Mo- 
tion Picture Theatres Assn.; Harry 
Brandt, Independent Theatre Own- 
ers Assn.; Oscar A. Doob, Loew’s; 
Max A. Cohen, Cinema Circuit; 
S. H. Fabian, Fabian Theatres; 
major company prexies Barney 
Balaban, Nate J. Blumberg, Harry 
Cohn, Ned E. Depinet, Nicholas M. 
Schenck, Spyros P. Skouras and 








came close to causing an open split | 


than to appoint a committee to, 


Harry M. Warner, plus Farnol as 
special rep. 


‘Macy’s ‘Pic of Month’ 
Finally Teeing Off 
After Many Tangles 


After months of negotiation that 
resulted several times in one side 
or the other walking out in dis- 
| agreement, the Macy’s “Picture-Of- 
| The-Month” promotion finally tees 
|off today (Wed.). New York de- 
partment store will plug Metro’s 
“American In Paris” in two-page 
spreads in seven’ metropolitan 
dailies today and tomorrow. 

There will also be a store-wide 
promotion of the pic, displays in 
two windows and an exhibition of 
| original drawings by Irene Sharaff 
of costumes for the “Paris” ballet. 
It is all tied in with merchar.dising 








ing TOA. The public relations | by the store of Paris fashions. One 


body takes its strength, he said, P4®* of the newspaper double- 


| trucks will plug the pic directly, 


| and the facing page will advertise 


; merchandise. 











competitive bids when both seek 
the same picture. Pie: o6sa 


Libson, pioneer Cincy exhibitor, - 


“We distributors would not sur- | 


Tieup was arranged’ mostly 


render our rights and prerogatives through the Lynn Farnol public 
to COMPO, nor would we want you | rejations organization in New York 


to,” he declared. 


He added that! after the numerous failures to get 


applied for individual membership, | 


zation of ihe Motion Picture Indus- 


in addition to their TOA national | try of the City of New York Farnol 


representation. 


| 


reps OMPI, which comprises metro- 


Increased rate of contributions politan circuits and indie houses. 


by indies, incidentally, has permit- | 


Major problem was selecting a 


ted Mayer and COMPO counsel | pic suitable to Macy's and to OMPL 
Robert Coyne to collect some of | Many were screened, with attend- 
their back salary. They are only ant chagrin by one side or the other. 
about three months behind now.| Headache will start all over again 
When things were very rough for, in an effort to make future selecs 
COMPO earlier this year, Mayer tions, although it is now hoped 
and Coyne skipped their own sal-|that the initial effort will have 
aries in order to spread what little eased the way. 


coin there was among the other 


employees and keep the organiza- 
tion intact. They both are down 
for $25,000 a year. 


Coming choices could be on the 
basis of pix suitab'e for merchan- 
dising ticups on books, toys or 

‘other products. 
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STARS OVER AMERICA! 
Personality Tours Commence Oct. 8th 
THE FACTS:. 


1. VISITS TO 48 STATE CAPITALS AND WASH,, D.C. 


























Units (of from 5 to 7 people) consisting of the most. prominent persons in the acting, 
directing, producing and writing divisions of the industry will appear at each of the 


48 state capitals and Washington, D.C., Monday, October 8th. 


2. MORE THAN 250 VOLUNTEERS ON TOUR 


There will be more than 250 people involved—all of them volunteers working for you! 
Their messages will not be their recent successes but their entire concentration will be 


on “It’s Movietime, U.S. A.” 


3. COVERING AS MANY TOWNS AS POSSIBLE 


From the State Capitals by plan of the local state committee the units will proceed asa 
‘ whole or will be broken into smaller units to cover as many towns as possible within 


the period between Monday, October 8th and Saturday, October 13th. 


4. SATURDAY, OCT. 13TH IS THE FINAL DAY 


All volunteers have been promised that Saturday, October 13th, means return to the 
various studios and their important jobs of making “Movietime” an all year round 
realization. There will positively be no deviation from this for any reason. 


5. BUT THERE’S NO END TO “MOVIETIME, U. S. A.” 


This is only the beginning! The show will go on! This industry. has proved it can do a 
great job working hand in hand, unselfishly, sincerely! In unity there's strength! 
“Movietime, U.S. A.” will continue all year long! 
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Amusement Stock Quotations 


For the Week Ending Tuesday, Oct. 2 


Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues. Net 


Vol. in 


High Low’ Close Change 
100s : for week 
N. ¥. Stock Exchange 
ABO ..asegentaccsgeeaes 82 1234 1214 12% —j«.j% 
CBS, ad ‘Peer r ee eee rT Te 62 29 2734 29 he 1% 
CBS, “B*.cccccccccccccee 60 2858 2734 285% + 3% 
Col. Pic... ccseeceeccecees 115 1542 1434 15 +% 
Decca ..scccccccedevveee 303 11 104% 105% +% 
Loew’s cocccccccsccccse 420 1834 17% 1834 1 
Paramount ....eceecesess 178 3014 2914 3014 om 3h 
WOM 55s cvedacgeeia ae 243% 231% 241% + % 
RKO Pictures...... sence ae 45% 4\4 456 
RKO Theatres........... 187 5g 434 415 
Republic ......... ee 614 554 6 ss 
Rep., pfd..... easiwieateapan) Mae 113% 107% 11% = % 
pe See eee oe oe 200 22% 213% 221% + 34¢ 
Us: Sat Tis scveccucswes Ue 2214 211% 923% =n WY 
Of: are Sececesuscecs See 14% 13% 144% + %% 
Univ, TG sicccceadcesses. 4 61% 5914 61% +134 
Warner EGE .6sccccnscs oe 2060 1514 147% 1% -+% 
N. ¥. Curb Exchange 
MGHGGTORN 6 6 5h. 06:00:08.0 aie, ae 5 45% 47% atm Sil 
TOCHMIOGIOE 6.3.0 0:5.08<0s'0 0 142 2478 2215 245% 417% 
Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
CinOCOlOR sigs aa 6a a8 050 6 6000049409068 oc) ee 4 
Pane. .6ic00% anieetentsas SAIC <<a ae 414 + % 
UA "TRUM Oiritcsstcicideneaiss ateneee ee 838 + % 
Walt. TRGR ci ccdicsecccicccocsscessas 10% 11% —M% 


(Quotations furnished by DREYFUS & CO.) 























ball, consequently, than in football, 
and the 10 theatres carrying the 
Notre Dame-Indiana game did only 
fair-to-good business. Big college 
games were being played in the 
vicinity of several of the equipped 
houses, which also militated against 


any SRO grosses. Several thea- 
tres, in fact, did not carry the game 
for fear of the live game’s compe- 
tition. That happened in Pitts 
burgh, where the two theatres by- 
passed the big-screen exclusive be- 
cause the U. of Pittsburgh opened 
its season Saturday against Duke. 

Similar situation will probably 
hold for this Saturday (6), when 
the theatres will have available the 
Princeton-Navy game. World Se- 
ries, which starts tomorrow 
(Thurs.), will be in its third day 
Saturday and it’s expected that 
most sports fans who don’t attend 
local football games will be home 
watching the Series on their video 
receivers. It’s noted, however, that 
the Balaban & Katz theatres in 
Chicago, which carried Big 10 foot- 
ball last season, started slowly, but 
built gradually to the point where 
they were doing consistent sellout 
a the end of the sched- 
ule. 

While most theatres played to 
about only three-fourths of capacity 
on the Pep-Saddler fight, exhibs 
point out, nonetheless, that the 
total attendance was about two- 
and-a-half times the paying gate 
at the Polo Grounds, N. Y., where 
the fight was staged. If the fight 
was made available to home TV, 
they contend, the PG gate would 
probably have been far less. As a 
result, they claim the bout still 
carried a potent argument for the 
continued assignment of video 
rights on major sports events to 
theatres only. 

Exhibs believe the fight was 
crowded off the sports pages both 
because of the carryover interest 
in the recent Ray Robinson-Randy 
Turpin match and the tremendous 
interest in baseball. Ih addition, 
the nation’s sportswriters were al- 
ready building the Joe Louis-Rocky 
Marciano fight, slated for next 
Wednesday night (10). While a 
few houses, such as the Boston Pil- 
grim and the Philadelphia Stanley 
Sold out, the others failed to draw 
With their advanced prices. 





Fans Demand Refund 


Minneapolis, Oct. 2. 

Big-screen theatre TV for an 
exlusive closed - circuit sports 
event, the Saddler-Pep fight, at the 
linnesota Amus. Co. (United 
Paramount Theatres) 4,000-seat 
Radio City, received an inauspi- 
cious baptismal. The turnout was 
4 mediocre 1,500 at the advanced 
$1.90 admission (in place of the 
Page 76¢), and a mechanical de- 
ect within the theatre halted the 
frlecast halfway through the 
ourth round, with only the last 
two rounds after that being shown. 
he breakdown led to several hun- 
dred admission refunds. 


It would have required a $4,500 
Sross to keep. the theatre in the 


| Pep-Saddler Cues Caution 
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black for the telecast. The take 
was approximately $2,600.  In- 
asmuch as both Pep and Saddler 
have fought a number of times in 
Minneapolis (not against each 
other) in recent years and have a 
lot of local fans, it had been ex- 
pected the theatre telecast would 
be a good attraction. 


Seats for the telecast were sold 
in advance, but weren't reserved. 
The theatre’s boxoffice for the 
regular screen program closed at 
4:30 p.m. and doors opened for the 
TV show at 7 p.m., an hour before 
the bout’s start. Shorts in addi- 
tion to those on the regular bill 
preceded and followed the tele- 
cast, and the feature, “Here 
Comes the Groom,” went on after- 
wards when the theatre boxoffice 
reopened and the regular admis- 
sion again became effective. 

When the mechanical defect oc- 
curred and the screen remained 
dark for the ensuing three-and-a- 
half rounds, a period of nearly 15 
minutes, some restless patrons de- 
manded, and received, their money 
back. It’s now being pointed out, 
however, that theatre TV may pose 
a problem under such circum- 
stances when, in case of cable 
trouble interrupting a_ telecast, 
how much of the admission pa- 
trons are entitled to have refund- 
ed, and if newspaper ads should 
carry that infopmation. 


‘ 





Albany Scalper Nailed 
Albany, Oct. 2. 

The Saddler-Pep telecast, which 
drew: about 950 in the 1,550-seat 
Grand at $2 per person, Wednes- 
day night (26), passed without 
event except for the outside arrest 
of a Schenectady man on a dis- 
orderly conéuct charge after po- 
lice said he had tried ‘to scalp 
tickets. It was the first time in 
the city’s history that such a case 
had been noted on the police blot- 
ter. The man was identified as 
Peter A. Virgin, 27, who listed his 
occupation as a laborer. 





Chi B.O. Wavers 
Chicago, Oct. 2. 


Rain and small public interest 
put a damper on last week’s the- 
atre telecast of the Pep-Saddler 
bout at three Balaban & Katz 
neighborhood houses. 

Estimated 5,000 persons showed 
up, one-half the capacity of the 
Uptown, Tivoli and Marbro the- 
atres. 





‘Valentino’ in Dull Aussie Preem 
Sydney, Sept. 26. 

Biggest film disappointment re- 
cently in this area was the flop oi 
Columbia’s “Valentino” at the 2, 
600-seat State here. Film went no 
place the first week, but was held 
a second stanza in hopes that biz 
would improve. When it did not, 
the pic was yanked. 

The film was given an outstand- 
ing pre-selling campaign by Ted 
Lane, Greater Union publicity 
chief, and Tommy Dole, Columbia’s 
publicity topper. 


— | didates for 


Warter Thinks TV No 


Threat to Picture Biz 


London, Oct. 2. 

That the film industry had 
nothing to fear from TV, so long 
as it could offer the public good 
pictures, presented in comfortable 
surroundings, was the view ex- 
pressed in London last week by Sir 
Philip Warter, chairman of Asso- 
ciated British Picture Corp. He 
was speaking at a dinner at which 
“good housekeeping” awards were 
made to 21 of the company’s thea- 
tre managers. 

Warter felt that the industry 
could learn a lot from TV. It was 
foolish to turn one’s back on prog- 
ress, and as the new medium was 
undoubtedly here to stay, ‘he 
thought there should be more co- 
operation. Producers could learn to 
save time and money in studying 
TV methods. 


British Pic Looms 


As Command Film 


London, Oct. 2. 

A viewing panel of producers, 
distributors and exhibs are now 
eyeing the 10 pix nominated as can- 
this year’s Command 
Film Performance. The decision 
should be known in a few days. 
Contestants for the Royal honor in- 
clude five British and five Holly- 
wood productions. * 

With the ending of the original 
formula of alternating the selection 
yearly between British and Yank 
product, this is the first time the 
rival industries will compete for 
the honor. As a special gesture in 
the Festival Year, the odds. are 
heavily weighted in favor of a Brit- 
ish selection. 

This feeling is confirmed by the 
attitude of Spyros Skouras and 
Darryl F. Zanuck, who have direct- 
ed that no 20th-Fox films should be 
submitted for the selection commit- 
tee, although they had two poten- 
tials in “House on the Square” 
(titled “Between Two Worlds” in 
America), the British-made opus 
starring Tyrone Power, and “David 
and Bathsheba.” : 


More TV Owners Attend 
Drive-Ins Than Non-TV 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 2. 
More TV setowners attend drive- 
in theatres than non-TV set fami- 
lies, according to a survey released 
by Guide-Post Research here. Sur- 
vey director C. F. Ackenheil at- 


tributes the paradox to two reasons. 
Firstly, he says, TV families have 
more cars than non-TV families. 


In the second place, points out 
Ackenheil, TV families have more 
children than non-TV_ families. 
Moreover, in most drive-ins chil- 
dren are admitted free. Another 
important factor, the researcher 
stresses, is a finding that television 
is changing much of the public’s 
habits from “participation activi- 
ties” to “spectator entertainment.” 


Poll posed the question, “Did any 
of your family attend a drive-in 
theatre last week? Some 8.4% of 
TV setowners checked replied in 
the affirmative as against 7.8% of 
non-TV families. Of the 1,700 fam- 
ilies surveyed, 8.1% attended the 
ozoners. Statistics gleaned also 
showed that 8.4% of families visit- 
ing the fresh-air theatres earn 
over $5,000 a year, 8.3% are in the 
$3,500-$5,000 bracket and 7.5% fell 
in the under-$3,5Q0 classification. 











Nat’! Film Carriers Set 
On Snader Distrib 


Physical distribution of some 
nine films on Snader Productions’ 
“available” schedule will be han- 
dled by National Film Carriers, it 


was disclosed in New York last 
week by Snader sales chief Oliver 
A. Unger. Company’s release slate 
now calls tor the launching of a 
new picture every three weeks. 


Meanwhile, Unger has been aug- 
menting his sales staff. Peter Hor- 
ner has been named executive as- 
sistant to Unger, and sales reps for 
several eastern and midwest terri- 
tories were also appointed. Charles 
Rich will handle the Cleveland 
area, Abe and Charles Teitel, the 
Chicago and Milwaukee section, 
while Edward Ruff and Mack Far- 
ber take over the Boston-New 





Haven territories. 


Home TV Gets Louis-Marciano, So 
RKO Nixes Pix; Pep-Saddler NSG 
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Loew’s, WB Up in ’51 
Earnings, 5 & P Reports 


Assuming the proposed new 
corporate tax rates will be adopted 


by Congress retroactive to last 
Jan. 1, earnings of Loew’s, Inc., 
will jump to $1.80 per share of 
common for 1951, compared with 
$1.53 for the previous year, ac- 
cording to Standard & Poor’s Wall 
St. brokerage house. Latter's 
figures were compiled by Dreyfus 
& Co., Wall St. analysts. 


S & P also sees a gain for Warner 
Bros., jumping from $1.46 per 
share of common in 1950 to $1.55 
in ’51. Outfit anticipates Columbia 
will drop from $2.58 in '50 to $1.50 
in ’51. 

It’s figured 20th-Fox will wind | 
up ’51 with earnings of $2.25 per | 
share of common, compared with | 
$3.26 for the preceding year. Tech- | 
nicolor, states S & P, should show 
a profit of $2.20 per share for the | 
current fiscal year, against $2.40 | 
for 1950. | 

The above companies are the | 
only ones lowered in the report. 








Cleve. Citizens Group 
Asks Theatre Boycott In 
Rap at TV Exclusives 


Cleveland, Oct. 2. 
Most direct fight yet against ex- 
clusive theatre telecasts of sporting 
events is being staged here by Tele- 
vision Owners and Viewers League, | 
which is asking the citizenry to hoy- 
cott the Palace Theatre. 


Org, of which C. D. Weleh is 
prexy, has circulated handbills in 
the downtown area, stating: “Pal- 
ace Theatre has installed a large 
TV screen and they with other the- 
atres throughout the country are 
planning on showing main boxing 
bouts and other big events that 
in fhe past you were privileged to 
enjoy on your home sets. We trust 
you will stay out of the Palace 
Theatre as long as it continues this 
policy.” 


[_ FAM Urges | 


stances, the company claimed, the 
Commission should not limit par- 
ticipants to competing applicants. 

F & M also take issue with the 
Bureau’s fear that if one theatre 
company were permitted to inter-| 
vene? others would insist on the | 























same privilege and the proceedin“s | 
would become unduly compli- 
cated. “No other theatre operator | 
has applied for intervention,” 
F & M pointed out, even if they 
should do so the Commission cou!d 
limit the number to typical cases. 
The presence of one or more rep- 
resentatives ought to be of great 
assistance to the Commission,” 
company said, “and the exclusion 
of all would deprive the Commis- 
sion of correct and helpful inform- 
ation and views which should be 
received and considered by it.” 
Company told FCC it leases a 
theatre in L.A. from a corpora- 
tion whose stock -has been ac- 
quired by UPT and owns 50° in- 
terest in a theatre in Hollywood, 
the other 50% of which has been 
recently acquired by UPT “in 





violation of the antitrust laws.” 
F & M said that “because of the | 
unlawful monopoly,” of which 
UPT’s predecessor (Paramount . 
Pictures), was “adjudged guilty,” 
the only way it could engage in | 
the theatre business-in Hollywood | 
was to give Par half the stock in| 
the enterprise “and to submit to a 
series of unlawful restrictions for | 
the benefit of Paramount.” 

F & M said that UPT is attempt- | 
ing to acquire its L. A. and Holly- 
wood houses for its own use and if 
it succeeds and the merger with 
ABC is approved, “the merged 
corporation (ABC-UPT) will supp'y 
TV broadcasts in the L. A. area ex- 
clusively to those theatres when 
operated by it, or subpect to. un 
lawful preferences and discrimina- 
tions against F & M and all, other 
theatres in the area, like those | 
which Paramount Pictures granted 
for pix to Paramount theatres in 








other parts of the country. i 


With the Joe Louis-Rocky Mar- 
ciano fight Oct. 26 now set for 
home television, RKO Pictures has 
abandoned any idea of lensing pic- 
tures of the bout. Home TV stepped 
in. to snare the fight away from 
theatre TV, when the International 
Boxing Culb decided to postpone 
it from Oct. 10 to 26, and move it 
from the Polo Grounds, N. Y., in- 
side to Madison Square Garden. 

RKO had reservations about 
shooting the Louis-Marciano fight 
anyway, On the assumption that 
theatres can't absorb films of three 
fights in so short a period of time. 
Tf it went ahead with the lensing, 
it would only be to accommodate 
exhibs, since it would be tying in 
again with big-screen video to keep 
the fight away from home TV. 


Theatres playing the Pep-Sad- 
dler fight films and those showing 
the fray on large-screen tele suf- 
fered the same weak fate as the 
gate at the Polo Grounds, N. Y. 
That was compounded by the fact 
that the Randy Turpin-Ray Robin- 
|}son go took place only two weeks 
previously; the baseball pennant 
races had reached fever heat, thus 
Stealing sports pave space that 
might have built up Pep-Saddler, 
and the fight itse!{ lacked intrinsie 
interest. It was the fourth time they 


had fought. 


In the case of Pep-Saddler, the 
pix were sold to theatres at the 


same time as those of the Turpin- 
Robinson boul, in which there was 
peak interest. That assured RKO 
of full income on the second bat- 
tle, despiic limited b.o. draw, since 
virtually all sites were on a flat 
rental basis. RKO would not have 
the same soft touch in selling 
Louis-Marciano. 

The Pep-Seddler films were first- 
rate all the way. They reflected 
two things in contrast to the pre- 
vious fortnight’s Rayv-Randy foot- 
age. That was (2) that the fight 
itself was much more entertaining 
from a lensing viewpoint and (b) 
RKO had learned plenty as a re- 
sult of the first alfray. 

For one thing, instead of the 


1842 minutes to which Ray-Randy 
had been held—and which brought 
squawks because each round ap- 
peared to be so cut—this one was 
allowed to go to the full two reels, 
21 minutes. It makes for quite a 
difference. 


Likewise, much more intelligent 
use is made by the editors this 
time of the footace available. 
Thus, instead of sticking through 
almost the entire bout to a me- 


dium distance shot, there’s good 
intercutting of closcups by ring-_ 
side cameras to vive drametic ef- 
fect. There's also more liberal 


use of slow-motion. 


Commentary by Jimmy Powers 
is also an improvement. While 
still appropriately sp irs2, it adds 
interest by pointine up things to 
watch for, such es fouls and tricky 
footwork. 


Fight ilsclf. of course, was a 
honey picturewise. Among enter- 
taining items it oficred the closeup 


cameras was Pep's leg twining 
around Saddler’s in an effort to 
trip him, open giov:s with thumbs 
extended to ouge into eycs and a 
seventh-round me!ce that saw Ref- 
eree Ray Miller hil the canvas as 
he sought to‘purt the boys. 

Dyed-in-the-wool fitht fans may 
scoff at the whole affair, but for 
general film audiences, the bout of- 
fered action and humor which the 
RKO cameras caught nicely. 

Herb. 


Volks Order Mols. TV 


Minneapo'is, Oct. 2. 

The Terrace, a Volk brothers’ in- 
dependent theatre, is the first local 
suburban or neci¢hborhood house to 
order large-scresn TV equipment. 
It’s the newest Twin Cities’ thea- 
tre, reportedly built at a cost of 
$500,000. The Volks also plan to 
install cquipment in their three 
other Minneapolis neighborhood 
houses next year. 


Big-screen theatre TV equipment 
also will be installed by the Min- 
nesota Amus. Co. (United Para- 
mount Theatres) in its St. Paul 
Paramount this month. The Minn. 
Amus. Co.’s Radio City here is cur- 
rent’'y the on!» theatre in the ter- 
ritory to have the equipment. 
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“Comments cannot do it justice! You must see | “Jus 


it to appreciate it—and that we strongly urge 
you to do!” N.Y. TIMES | A f 


“So great was the emotional effect that for at We 


least five minutes after the last scene no one }“Goe: 


Sc congecsrtreees ee ae FO 
“Raw, rough and gripping for its full 122 minutes!” | «y 
‘ occ icccccccesececcce a, Ae Ve MIRROR 





“Something for movie audiences to experience 


and for its makers to take pride in!” 
N. Y. HERALD-TRIBUNE 
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TENNESSEE WILLIAM 
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IT'S “MOVIETIME U.S.A.’—NOW AND EVERY DA 
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“Just take it from me, it’s terrific!” 
N. Y. POST 


“A picture you will be a long time forgetting — 
if ever!” L. A. HERALD-EXPRESS 


eeeveveeeoeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeee 


“Goes down in the books as one of the great 
pictures!” L. A. EXAMINER 


eesveoeoeveeeveveeeeeeeeeeeeee eee 


: “Nothing but Oscars in sight!” 


LOUIS SOBOL 


e®eertsesoeovoeosveevoeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeve 


pictures!” N. Y. WORLD-TEL.-SUN 


“A momentous screen event to 


be lauded long and emphatically!” 
| L. A. TIMES 


@®eeeeveeveeoeveeeeeeeeeeeee ee 


“A grown-up, gloves-off drama of real human 
beings!” TIME MAGAZINE 


eoeeeevpeeeeeeeeeeeettPeeveeee 





“One of Hollywood's Best!” 
SATURDAY REVIEW OF LITERATURE 


“Breath-taking Vivien Leigh is an Academy Award 


potential if ever there was one!” 
DANTON WALKER —N. Y. News. Synd. 


ae 
— 
<— 
ee ‘ 
~ «. 
= ow 


















ee en ae 





Poe ek 


fo 5 


PICTURES 





Wednesday, October 3, 1951 





Emphasize English-Language Films 
In Foreign Prod. With Eye to U.S. B.0. 


While a number of producers 
abroad have been turning recently 
to pix simultaneously shot in two 
languages with the same multi- 
lingual cast in both versions, 
French film-maker Henry Deutsch- 
meister said in New York last week 





s e e 
Rubine Joins Dougfair 
Hollywood, Oct. 2. 
Irving Rubine, former v.p. of 
Robert Stillman Productions, 
s actical meth- | joined Dougfair Productions as as- 
tat cn possible, is to make films | sistant to the president, Douglas 
in English and dub into foreign | Fairbanks, i with headquarters 
; in Hollywood. 
languages. : = ‘! 
Whatever the method, however, | PP eased pet ig on a 
Deutschmeister — it is| starting with “Mr. Drake’s Duck” 
good business acumen that’s caus- | | > < cae 
ing European producers to put and “Another Man’s Poison 


there has ren anmereaine tend] Qa Ctaclholders 
Getting Ist Payoff 
At U Since 1948 


abroad toward shooting films in 
English, and indications are that 
Universal’s first payoff to stock- 
holders since the latter part of 


it will grow even more sharply 
during the coming winter. 
1948 is expected before the end of 
this year. There are further assur- 











Reason for the emphasis on Eng- 
lish is obvious, of course. And the 
reason is the American market, 
which can produce so much more 
money for even a run-of-the-mill 
film in English than for the best 
of the subtitled jobs. With a few 
exceptions, such as the current 
“Bitter Rice,” latter are limited to 
art houses, while the others can 
at least get second-feature billing 


‘ ances of an early divvy in U’s an- 
in all the standard houses. nouncement of 39-week earnings 
ed a Laurel & Hardy starrer, ’ : ‘ 


pany’s financial comeback. 


Profit for the 39-week period, 
ended July 28, was after provision 
of $1,675,000 for Federal taxes and 
$400,000 for contingencies. Latter 
for the most part covers possible 
damages in law suits. 

Net compares with $979,171 for 


“Atoll K,” in France and is cur- 
rently headed for Hollywood to 
line up other American players for 
jobs abroad. He feels he does bet- 
ter making the pix in English and 
then dubbing for the foreign mar- 
ket, since dubbed pix are well- 
accepted outside the U. S. Patrons : 
are in used to seeing the Hollywood | the corresponding period of the 
product dubbed that they take it as | Previous fiscal year. Important fac- 
quite natural. Yank audiences, on | tor was that in 1950 U required 
the other hand, unused to the pro- |° provision for Federal taxes be- 
French producers Jacques Bar the company as result of overpay- 
and Robert Dorfmann are the cur-| ment of taxes in preceding years. 
rent leaders of the simultaneous- | New earnings equal 98c. per share 
version school. Method is to shoot |" the 960,498 shares of outstand- 
a scene in one language and then | in& stock, after deducting dividends 
have the same cast (or mostly the | 0" the preferred issue. 
same cast) repeat it in the other Further tipoff on U's upbeat con- 
tongue. Since same actors, sets and dition is the fact it has been one 
camera setups are used, it is said | Of the top favorites among the va- 
to add only about 30% to the cost | "ious amusement outfits listed on 
of a single version. the N. Y. Stock Exchange big board 
Bar's first in French and English | f0F the past several months. U’s 
is ‘Mr. Peek-A-Boo,” which United | ©°™mon, which had been down to 
Artists is currently distributing in | # low of 8% for the current year, 
the U. S. He’s learned consider- | 'S Now Selling at close to 14. 
able from this initial experience Outfit has been on the climb both 
and will compromise with the domestically and in the world-wide 
Deutschmeister technique in his | ™@rket. Its “Francis” and “Kettle 
next to the extent that he'll use| S¢™ies have played as many as 
an American script, director and 14,800 accounts in the U. S. alone. 
star. It will be “Woman in Love,” Global gross in the second quar- 
from a mag story by Frederick ye of the current fiscal year 
Hazlitt Brennan, who's also doing | Climbed to $15,777,506, compared 
the treatment. Star and director | With | $13,400,000 for the corre- 
haven’t been decided on yet. sponding period in ’50. That is 
Dorfmayn in his next will try further reaching out for the world 
three languages—the first such ef- market was seen in its recent an- 
fort. It will be in English, French — of upcoming produc- 
Seen aa a tet wilde an | U has included in its sked eight 
Italy in November and is labeled oa budgeted at close to $1,- 
“Coach of Gold.” Bar will be asso- 00,000, all of which will have top 
ciated with Dorfmann in the pro- — nora n This represents a de- 
duction, thus taking advantage of vs last “omg the policy fqllowed 
his experience with bilingualers. e Jast few years which stressed 
One of the reasons these film-| /¢™Sing of pix at minimum costs. 
makers are throwing such emphasis oe behind the newly- 
on English-speaking versions is the | P that ee production 
apparently diminishing interest in th ¥ 1. 4 — pix will help in 
subtitled pix. Whether there is an | j; e sale of the company’s entire 
actual diminution of the tremen- | /"¢UP in many foreign territories. 


dous genes _ the arties that 
that there have ‘been’ few good | U.S. Sales Limited 
To 13 Pix in Japan In 
Deal’s 1st 13 Wks. 


ones recently, is a question. At any 
Japanese market for American 


rate, small amounts being earned 
companies has been limited to the 


currently by the subtitlers has 
| licensing of 36 films during the first 
~~ | 13. weeks, beginning next Jan. 1. 
MPAA Bo d On that date the various U. S. out- 
ar fits begin operations on their own 


turned to these other means of get- 
ting dollars for those European 
producers with an eye on the 
American market. 

Continued from page 3 ee eae ieee the Motion 
several postponements, the idea It is understood the 10 American 
was shelved until it came up for | companies which are members of 
discussion again at last Thursday's | the MPEA have agreed on a for- 
(27) N. Y. session of the company | mula governing the number of per- 
prexies. mits each will be given for the ini- 

Decision was made to take up| tial 13-week period. Probability is 
the desirability of a huddle with | each will be allowed three permits, 
the MPAA’s Hollywood subsid, the | with the balance of six going to 
Motion Picture Producers Assn. If | non-MPEA producers. 

MPPA still wants the session, the Entire Japanese situation has 
two groups will jointly work out | been a matter of concern for some 
the agenda, locale and dates. time, in view of the MPEA fade 

Problems planned for discussion | and the film imports restrictions. 
at the confab to be held last winter | Film company prexies and foreign 
included the Communist problem | department heads have engaged in 
in Hollywood, labor matters. public | a series of meetings on the matter 
relations and other al!-in“»stry 


and others will be held in the fu- 
matters, ture. 





























































Decca-U 


Continued from page 3 


a few months, with Goetz staying 


on as head of production. 


In the exchange of stock with 
International a few years ago, 
Spitz and Goetz split equally be- 


tween them 125,000 shares of 
This was valued in a report 


the Securities & eager ge Pte 
mission, at the time, at $ per } 
or a total of $5,000,000. producer. 
Spitz and Goetz in the interim 
have acquired on the open market 
another 5,000 shares, or there- 


share, 


abouts, of U common. Their aim 
selling to Decca is said to be 
capital gain. 


Why the record company should 
want to buy in so importantly on 
why 


Universal, or, vice versa, 
Blumberg should be anxious 


have Decca in the picture, is a puz- 
zle to trade insiders. Speculation 
is that both companies have an 
idea that the tieup will eventually 
better enable them to take advan- 
tage of television potentials, al- 
though how is not exactly clear. 
Decca is also said to want to 
strengthen its position in general 
The 
bullish performance of U in re- 
cent weeks has its obvious invest- 


in the entertainment field. 


ment benefits for Decca. 


Eventual merger is seen by 
some, as the aim on both sides, 
since it is not believed that Decca 
would come in purely on an in- 
Decca at the mo- 
ment has considerable loose coin, 
including about $6,400,000 in cash 
and U. S. Treasury notes as of its 


vestment basis. 


last report, Dec. 31, 1950. 


showed total current assets of $11,- 
587,000 and liabilities of $6,144,000. 

There are 958,911 shares of U 
outstanding, as of the moment, 
plus 218,809 option warrants. 
Since the stock is currently selling 
at about $14 and the options, which 
run until April 1, 1956, are at $10 
a share, the options must be count- 
ed as stock. That makes a total of 


1,177,720 shares. 


The Spitz-Goetz block of ap- 
proximately 130,000 shares thus 
comprises about 11% of U’s stock. 
With the shares and warrants ac- 
quired recently on the open mar- 
ket, Decca is understood to control 


a total of between 15% and 20 


of the outstanding stock. J. Arthur 
Rank is the only other major 
stockholder, with 134,375 shares, 


equal to 11.4%. 
Blumberg holds 100 shares 


common, plus 31,900 options, but 
is said to control in all, via his 
family and close associates about 


60,000 shares. 
Nate Blumberg In Control 


It is doubly emphasized by all 
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Inside Stufi—Pictures 

Syndicate of New York film men stands to make a husky profit on its 
investment in “Fabiola.” Pic, which they angeled to the extent of 
about $250,000, looks on the basis of present returns likely to rack up 
about $1,200,000 in domestic rentals. United Artists is distributing. 

Technicolor film, made in Rome, was recut and dubbed at a cost of 
about $125,000 by the New Yorkers, headed by Jules Levey, who ac- 
quired.the U. S. rights. In addition to that fee and the advance to the 
Italians, about $175,000 is being expended on advertising and publicity, 


When those charges are recouped and distribution fee is taken out, 
profit of about $500,000 is anticipated, half of which goes to the Italian 


U. 
to 


Among those sharing in the film with Levey are exhibitors Si Fabian 
and Sam Rosen, and National Screen Service topper George Dembow. 
Pic has taken about $700,000 to date on 3,000 engagements. 





i : 
; Gian-Carlo Menotti’s pic, “The Medium,” was given a sharp pro-and- 
con on NBC-TV’s “Author Meets the Critics” Sunday (30). Rapping 
was done by N. Y. Times reviewer Bosley Crowther, who tagged the 
effort “just a long-playing record of the opera, with little use of real 
cinematic technique.” Aiding Menotti in defense of his opus was 
NBC gabber Ben Grauer, who praised “Medium” as an experiment 
and a “great, powerful work.” Clip of the carnival sequence was 


screened as a sample, Program is reviewed in greater detail in the 
television section. 


to 





U. S. Department of Defense is stepping up its campaign to educate 
the public about Army, Navy and Air Force activities through means 
of films. Four more shorts are being released this month, all of which 
will be available in 16m via United World Films for public non-profit, 
theatrical and TV screenings. Quartet of pix includes “Women In the 
Air Force,” starring John Beal; “The Mt. Clemens Story,” another Air 
Force pic; “‘The Story of MDAP (Mutual Defense Assistance Program)”, 
an Army film and “This Is Your Navy.” Prints run around 14 minutes 
with exception of the “MDAP” short, which is 27. 





An offbeat, religioso pic, “Mr. Texan,” was made by Evangelist Billy 
Graham, and the best that can be’ said for the sad affair is that it’s a 
70-minute commercial tubthumping for Graham. 

The message picture straggles drably through a tenuous story line 
relating how Graham goes about his revivals and his “conversions.” 
Appeal for this will be confined to the religoso circuit, and even there 
it may be limited to the Graham converts. Redd Harper and Cindy 


it | Walker make the best of a bad situation in the leads of the amateurish, 
Ansco color film. 





Based on a script written by Norman Corwin, the United Nations 
Films Division has produced a one-reel documentary to show how the 
UN is fighting hunger, disease, illiteracy and war. Short is tagged 
“The Grand Design” and is to be offered for distribution in all coun- 
tries. Plans have already been made through the United Kingdom 
Central Office of Information for release to all theatres in Britain in 
connection with United Nations Day, Oct. 24. 





Comedian Arnold Stang has the top role in a 35m sales short now in 
the final stages of completion at the Princeton Film Center, Inc. Titled 
“Double Feature,” the picture ballyhoos products of the Yale & Towne 
Mfg. Co., with Stang giving the pic a touch of comedy. It’s scheduled 
to be screened at. some 300 Y. & T. sales meets during fall and early 
spring. PFC also turned out some seven other shorts for the same firm. 

‘3 

% Council of Motion Picture Organizations is making available reprints 
of a series of answers by Silas F. Seadler to various criticisms of the 
film industry. The replies are designed to be made by industry em- 





ployees, with the pamphlet bearing the title: “Speak Up, Movie Folk! 
Seadler is advertising manager 
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started, that the baritone might 
still be back on the list this fall, 
but this hasn’t eventuated. 

A few other veterans dropped, 
however, occasion surprise. These 
include Karin Branzell and Irene 
Jessner, who have had important 
spots in the past, as well as 
Lucielle Browning and Lillian Ray- 
mondi. Another among the missing 
is Erna Berger, highly-touted 
soprano who sang leads the past 
two seasons. 

Jarmila Novotna is 6n leave of 
absence. So’'is Lawrence Tibbett, 
who’s out with the legiter, ‘Peter 
Pan,” playing lead opposite Veroni- 
ca Lake. 

Among the important returnees 
is, Martial Singher, baritone lead 
who’s back after a couple of sea- 
sons’ absence. Mme. Flagstad is 
also back, although she had at one 
time announced her retirement 
from opera. 

Newcomers comprise an interest- 
ing lot. Of the 16 new singers, 
only six are -native; the other 10 
are foreigners. Brenda Lewis, 
operatic soprano who was also 
seen on Broadway as a lead in 
“Regina” and “Rape of Lucretia,” 
was signed for the touring ‘“Fleder- 
maus,” but has also been added 
to the regular Met roster. (Other 
leads for the touring “Fledermaus,” 
such as Virginia MacWatters, have 
not been added thus far.) 

Another unusual newcomer is 
George London, Montreal-born 
baritone who was a sensation at 
the Vienna Opera two seasons ago, 
and has stepped into the Met as 
a result. 

Sixteen newcomers are Hilde 
Gueden, Miss Lewis, Walburga 
Wegner, sopranos; Elisabeth Hoen- 
gen, Mildred Miller, Nell Rankin, 
mezzos or contraltos; Gabor Carel- 
li, Mario Del Monaco, Anton 
Dermota, Hans Hopf, Giacinto 
Prandelli, tenors; Algerd Brazis, 
Renato Capecchi, London, bari- 
tones; Norman’ Scott, Alois 


Pernerstorfer, basses. 
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New Brit. Quota, Giving U.S. Distribs 
More Concessions, Into Effect Oct. 1 


London, Oct. 2. +— 





With approximately $5,500,000 
remaining frozen in the kitty, the 
second Anglo-American film agree- 
ment expired last Saturday (29). 
The new pact, agreed in principle 
during negotiations in July and 
August last, is now in final draft- 
ing stages and is expected to be 
ready for signature within a few 
weeks. It is expected it will be 
formally inked via mail, it being 
unlikely that the Board of Trade 
will send one of its reps to partici- 
pate in a signing ceremony. Last 
year, Rupert G. Somervell, Board 
of Trade under-secretary, made the 
journey to the U. S. for this pur- 
pose. 

While there is no official break- 
down at this juncture of the meth- 
ods in which the Hollywood film 
earnings were*thawed, it is known 
that the production incentive bonus 
was by far the biggest of the per- 
mitted “extras,” in addition to the 
basic $17,000,000. . The distribution 
bonus reached a more mocest fig- 
ure, but the turnover on other 
uses, like real estate, was almost 
negligible. 

The new pact, which came into 
force over the last weekend, run- 
ning for two years, adheres to the 
basic principle of the former agree- 
ment, but offers improved conces- 
sions for the Yank companies. In 
particular, the bonus for produc- 
tion has been upped from 23% to 
3314%. In addition, extra earnings 
under the Eady plan are automatic- 
ally convertible. It was estimated 
that these will yield nearly $6,000,- 
000 annually. 


Report Layoffs Due 
In 20th’s Ad Dept., 
Acct. to Outside Agcy. 


Reports of major changes im- 
pending in the 20th-Fox homeoffice 
publicity-advertising setup were 
given weight this week by formula- 
tion of plans for switching respon- 
sibility for all advertising crea- 
tion to an agency. Advertising 
manager Jonas Rosenfield has been 
offered the post of 20th account 
exec for the agency. 


Removed from the department 
headed by pub-ad chief Charles 
Einfeld, if plans go through, would 
be both the copy and art depart- 
ments. That includes about 27 of 
the approximately 43 people in the 
whole pub-ad setup. Plans call for 
retention of just a skeleton adver- 
tising staff. 


It is supposed that the agency 
to take over the additional chores 
would be Charles Schlaifer’s, which 
now has the account. Actually, 
however, there has been no for- 
mal indication that Schlaifer, a for- 
mer 20th pub-ad chief himself, will 
continue to handle the company’s 
business when his agency’s con 
tract is up. 

Rosenfield is understood to have 
made no decision yet as to whether 
he'll accept the switch to the 
agency payroll or sever the asso- 
ciation altogether if the change 
becomes reality. If he moves to the 
Schlaifer organization, problem 
arises as to the future of Christy 
Wilbert, present 20th account exec. 

Holding up final decision on 
switching the creative ad men to 
the agency is understood to be 
strong objection by the Screen 
Publicists Guild. Its reps have had 
several talks with 20th execs in the 
hope of saving the jobs. SPG is 
planning strong action if the fir- 
ings take place. 

Company toppers claim the 
scheine is nothing new and in no 
sense punitive to anyone involved. 
They say it was considered as far 
back as the Hal Horne pub-ad re- 
gime at 20th as a means of econo- 
mizing. Similar plan is used at 
other companies. It saves money 
in that the agencies let out jobs to 
freelance workers, rather than 
keeping artists and writers on the 
payroll when there’s no immediate 
work for them. 








Gordon Doing 2 German Films 
Frankfurt, Sept. 25. 

Paul Gordon, back in Germany 
from Venice Film Festival, is pro- 
ducing two German pix in Berlin 
with his Central Europa outfit. 
One film, “Count of Pappen- 
heim,” will be distributed by 
Prisma, while Allianz will handle 


San Antonio Optimistic; 
Theatres Double in Decade 
San Antonio, Oct. 2. 
Local theatre operators have an- 
nounced that biz has been upbeat 
in this area ever since the first of 
the year, after reaching the lowest 
point since the depression of the 
30s. Nor has any major local pic 
house closed since depression days. 
To the contrary, the city now 
has 44 houses in operation, includ- 
ing 13 ozoners, and this is almost 
double the number operating 10 
years ago. Five major theatres 
have been opened here within the 
past seven years. 
Interstate Theatre Circuit de- 
scribe this year’s boxoffice gains as 
steady and substantial. Overall at- 
tendance for last July and August, 
for example, was 10% above the 
corresponding months last year. 


No Amending of British 
Quota Seen Till After 
Gen’! Election, If Then 


London, Oct. 2. 

Proposals for amending the 
Quota Act, made by the Films Coun- 
cil to the Board of Trade prexy, 
Sir Hartley Shawcross, must re- 
main in abeyance until after the 
General (Election. There is no 
guarantee that even if a Socialist 
Government returns to power that 
Parliamentary time can be found 
in the immediate future for trade 
legislation of this sort. Suggestion 
for amending legislation was the 
outcome of an inquiry instituted 
by the Board of Trade earlier in 
the year when organized sections 
of the industry were asked for 
their views on the operation of the 
first three years of the Act. 


The most drastic amendment 
recommended came from the labor 
side, which pleaded for a return 
of the Distributors’ Quota. This 
condition, which had been a fea- 
ture of the 1928 and 1938 Films 
Acts, was dropped from the cur- 
rent legislation. Its re-introduction 
now would be hampered by the 
Geneva and Havana trade con- 
ventions. 

The BOT has now closed its 
books on_ prosecutions arising 
from exhibitor defaults in the first 
quota year, when the percentage 
stood at the peak figure of 45%. 
Although around 1,200 theatres 
failed to meet their quotas, only 
50 selected houses were prose- 
cuted. Question of prosecution of 
defaulters in the 1949-50 period 
under its 40% quota is to be con- 
sidered when the new Films Coun- 
cil sets up its defaults committee. 
More than 2,000 exhibitors, includ- 
ing the three major circuits, fell 
down on their obligations. 


Wolf to Variety Meet 


Indianapolis. 

Mare J. Wolf, chief barker of 
the International Variety Clubs, 
leaves here this week for Toronto 
to attend the organization’s annual 
mid-year conference. 

Only four days ago Wolf re- 
turned from Las Vegas, where le 
huddled with the Variety Clubs’ 
1952 convention committee. He 
also visited San Francisco, where 
he formally presehted the Annual 
Charity Citation Award ‘and Plaque 


to the Variety Clubs of Northern 
California. 


DETROIT’S HISTORICAL PIC 


Detroit, Oct. 2. 

A color film depicting Detroit’s 
history will be given to the city 
by the Ford Motor Co. as a 250th 
birthday present to Detroit. 

The 25-minute film, more than 
a year in the making, will present 
a re-enactment of the City’s early 
| days and a view of 1951 Detroit. 














Workers Squawk About Vienna Pic 
Vienna, Sept. 25. 

The workers union of the brick 
factories at Wienerberg protested 
against the script of a picture 
which depicted them as drinkers 
and hoodlums. They learned of the 
scenes when advance pix revealed 
the story at patterned after the 


“Third Man” description of post- 
war Vienna. 























“Parade of Laughter.” 











Producers promised to change 
the episodes. 


syne 49 

W-K Shelves ‘Girls 

Hollywood, Oct. 2. 

Wald-Krasna has shelved “The 
Girls Have Landed,” pic about the 
USO, due to inability to get a top 
cast. 
Jack Benny was originally set 
tentatively, but exited due to radio- 
video activities. 
similarly became unavailable, and 
name musicomedy actresses could 
not be gotten. 

Eddie Buzzell set to direct, has 
been shifted to “Three to Make 
Ready,” adopted from Catherine 
Turlington novel. 


2.Key Film Items 
Due for lroning 
In D.C. Tax Wash 


Washington, Oct. 2. 


So far as show biz is concerned, 
there are only two important items 
for the joint House-Senate Confer- 
ence Committee to iron out in the 
new tax bill. There are only two 
big ones in which the Senate failed 
to follow the House measure. 


Both affect motion pictures, with 

the industry cheering the Senate 
version of the admissions tax 
change and the House section on 
the equipment tax, Exhibitors are 
understood to be showering the 
conferees with requests to take the 
Senate twist on admissions. 
- The House bill, passed in June, 
included a number of exemptions 
from the 20% general admissions 
tax. It excluded benefit entertain- 
ments for religious, educational 
and charitable groups from the 
levy, as well as shows operated by 
cooperatives. The tax exemptions 
applied even when a motion pic- 
ture show was offered. 

The Senate bill, passed last Fri- 
day (28), tightened up the defini- 
tions of churches, educational and 
charitable bddies and threw out 
the co-ops entirely. Then it 
eliminated motion picture enter- 
tainment from the tax exemption. 
Thus, even if a bona fide church or 
hospital should throw a motion 
picture benefit, the 20% must be 

aid to Uncle Sam. This has the 
ull backing of the exhibitors. 

Other major discrepancy in- 
volves the manufacturers’ excise 
on raw film, cameras, projectors 
and other photographic apparatus. 
At present the law calls for a 15% 
bite on raw film and 25% on all 
photographic equipment, eat the 
manufacturers’ level. House 
changed this to 20% for both cate- 
gories and exempted all film and 
equipment used for business pur- 
poses. Thus, film, cameras, pro- 
jectors, etc, purchased by Holly- 
wood studios .and theatreowners 
would be free of the tax. 

Senate changed this. It provided 
for a uniform 15% excise on film 
and equipment, with the levy to be 
paid for by all users, including mo- 
tion picture industry . 


Other Minor Differences 

Most important to film indus- 
try and others subject to the gen- 
eral admissions tax is a change in 
the bite on reduced rate or free 
admissions. At present, the 20% 
admissions tax on thé full face val- 
ue must be paid even if the ticket 
is sold for less or if passes are 
given. Under the new law, the ad- 
missions tax will be based entirely 
on the price actually paid, and 
there will be no tax on a pass. 

The 10% manufacturers’ excise 
on radio and television sets and 
parts was left unchanged. How- 
ever, equipment sold to the Gov- 
ernment for navigation purposes 
is exempted. This doesn’t make 
any difference since the Govern- 
ment would only be paying itself 
the tax. 

Non-profit opera companies and 
symphony orchs, such as New 
York’s Metropolitan Opera and 
Philharmonic Symphony, get their 
tickets exempted from the admis- 
sions tax. 

The 20% levy on nightclub 
checks remains unchanged. How- 
ever, it will no longer apply to 
ballrooms and dancehalls, where 
the sale of food and drinks is pure- 
ly incidental. 

Tax on slotmachines will jump 
from $150 to $250 per year per 
machine, 

Bookies are made subject to a 
$50-a-year occupational tax. Also a 
10% excise is slapped on all wag- 
ers made with bookies and lottery 
operators. This is not limited to 
profit but covers the full amount of 








the bet. Pari-mutuels are exempt. 


Jimmy Durante 


He pointed out that he knew he 
faced \a contempt citation for re- 
fusal to give names and that such 
a citation might mean a jail sen- 
tence. 

“I am not,” he commented wryly, 
“a character who would thrive in 
jail. But in testifying, I adhered to 
the truth and in declining to di- 
vulge names I acted in response to 
a matter of principle. 


Stands on Principle 


Buchman’s dramatic refusal came 
midway in a witness stand appear- 
ance that lasted one hour and 50 
minutes, Up to that point, he had 
answered questions freely — ..- 
though obviously emotionally upset 
and physically lethargic as a result 
of barbiturates administered dur- 
ing the preceding days to permit 
him to sleep. He told of his entry 
into the party and his growing dis- 
illusionment. He stressed his loyal- 
ty to the U. S. and his belief in 
democracy. He took pains to insert 
into the record that Mr. and Mrs. 
George Corey—whe had been listed 
by Edward Dmytryk as partici- 
pants at'a party meeting at Buch- 
man’s home — were non-Commu- 
nists who had accidentally dropped 
in on Buchman while the meeting 
was in progress. He also told the 
committee that he believed Fran- 
cis Faragoh—named as a party 
member—‘“is not a Communist and 
never-has been,” 

Buchman’s Bombshell 


a - 
Then, minutes after a _ recess, 


Asked by committee counsel Frank 
S. Tavenner Jr. to identify those 
with whom he had been associated 
in the party, Buchman replied: 

“Most respectfully,” he said slow- 
ly and firmly, “I must decline.” 

Then Buchman proceeded to tell 
the committee why he was flatly re- 
fusing, without invoking the privi- 
lege of the Fifth Amendment, 
whose protection had been cited 
by other witnesses before him. 

“First as to the person or per- 
sons—like others you may ask me 
about—they never planned, nor 
committed, nor suggested an illegal 
act. Secondly, the names of such 
person or persons already have 
been made public to you. If this 
person, or any person who may 
not have been mentioned by this 
committee is ever accused of sub- 
version and if I have any knowl- 
edge of it, I will bring it to the 
attention of this committee. 

“Third—it is repugnant to any 
American to inform.” 

The lack of a quorum was by 
this time obvious to press, radio 
and television reporters covering 
the hearings. One television micro- 
phone picked up a. frantic query 
from one member of the congres- 
sional group to another as to the 
whereabouts of the missing con- 
gressman. Buchman said later that 
he not only didn’t know of it, but 
didn’t realize its significance until 
long after he had finished testify- 
ing. It was this realization, he 
added, that prompted the waiver 
of the technicality. 

The quorum situation was placed 
on the record at the close of Buch- 
man’s testimony by his attorney, 
R. Lawrence Siegel of New York. 
It touched off speculation, debate 
and innuendo. 

Jackson Watched on TV 

Jackson, in seeking Buchman's 
recall, said Mis “honor had been 
impugned.” He admitted, however, 
that he had seen most of Buch- 
man’s testimony on television in 
his Santa Monica home rather than 
in person at the Federal Building 
but claimed it was “impossible” 
for him to telephone the committee 
and request a recess until he could 
return and thus restore a quorum. 

His departure, he added, had 
been based on the assumption that 
Buchman would be a “friendly” 
witness and had been motivated 
by his desire to speed his depart- 
ing guest, Rep. Charles E. Potter 
(R. Mich.), who had been excused 
earlier, leaving Jackson and Reps. 
Francis E. Walter (D. Pa.,) and 
Clyde Doyle (D., Cal.,) to function 
as a bare quorum for the remainder 
of the session. 

Other Witnesses 

Buchman was preceded to the 
stand on the final day by George 
Beck, screenwriter, and Karl Tun- 
berg, president of the Screen 
Writers Guild. Latter, a voluntary 
witness, gave the committee an in- 
sight into the manner in which the 
Guild had defeated the Communist 
block within its ranks. 

Beck proved to be the most 





humorous witness in the commit- 
tee’s history. He admitted he had 





Buchman exploded his bombshell. | 





been a member for eight or nine 
years, having joined because “Hit- 
ler an@ Chamberlain were playing 
footsie and I got a little angry. 


At one point in his testimony, 
Tavenner urged Beck to bring up 
names beyond the 25 familiar ones 
he had reluctantly provided. Taven- 
ner asked the witness to mention 
names as they “occurred” to him, 
even if it interrupted the flow of 
his testimony. 


“If they occur to me next week,” 
Beck retorted, “Ill write you a 


letter.” 
Beck’s Gags 

Later, Tavenner’ interrupted 
again to determine whether Buch- 
man’s counsel was in the room 
and, turning to Beck, murmured 
politely, “Excuse Me.” 

“I wish,” muttered Beck, “that 
you’d excuse me.” 

Some of the other points Beck 
made included: 

Qn party literature: “Those 
books—there was very little dialog 
and none of it sparkling.” 

On development as a Communist 
through lugging books from the 
party store to meetings: “I de- 
veloped, but I guess all I developed 
was my muscles.” 

On the tenor of a party meet- 
ing: “It was the same old four- 
letter word.” 

On the advice of a non-Com- 
munist friend: “Either get the hell 
out or get up off your—get up on 
your feet and holler.” 

On party donations: “I gave vol- 
untarily—but with reluctance.” 

On party line: “I’d find myself 
in the middle of a sentence when 
the line would change.” , 


3 New Texas Ozoners 


La Marque, Texas. 

Long Theatre Circuit opened new 
700-car Trade Wind drive-in here. 
Ozoner also has accommodations 
for 100 walk-in patrons. - 

Hondo drive-in opened at Hondo 
by Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hammill. 

Theatre Enterprises, Inc., 
opened Circus drive-in at Mc- 
Camey. Doug Spieckerman, man- 
ager of the Grand, also will man- 
age the ozoner. 

Jack A. Pickens is new owner 
and operator of Starlight drive-in 
at Uvalde. 

T. L. Duke is new manager of 
Long’s drive-in at Angleton. 








Mexico’s Film Bank Head Quits 

Mexico City, Sept. 25. 
Andres Serra Rojas resigned as 
head of the film trade’s own bank, 
the semi-official Banco Nacional 
Cinematografico, which he had di- 
rected since 1948. Desire to re- 
sume his law practice prompted the 
resignation. He is an ex-labor min- 


er. 
Eduardo Vidal Cruz, former pie 
producer, is the bank’s new chief. 


MPAA-SIMPP 


Continued from page 7 


Carthy was not doing right by 
them. 

As far as the pact itself goes, 
feeling of those closest to the nego- 
tiations in Spain is that SIMPP 
might have accepted the deal had 
|McCarthy been at the SIMPP ses- 
sion last week to explain the give- 
and-take of the negotiations. 
SIMPP’s rejection on principle of 
the provision for payment to the 
government for import permits is 
a sore point. Deal takes 
the sale of these licenses out of 
the hands of private individuals at 
prices of up to 1,200,000 pesetas 
($24,000) and formalizes it through 
government channels at 638,000 
pesetas ($13,000). 

MPAA’s reaction is that SIMPP 
is “unrealistic” in thinking that 
the license fee can be eliminated 
“in one-easy lesson” and that the 
saving via the new pact should be 
appreciated. As for the principle of 
paying for the right to import, 
MPAA points out that this already 
exists in various other countries 
in different forms, such as dubbing 
taxes. 

As for the limitation of 60 per- 
mits a year for producers operat- 
ing their own distributing compa- 
nies and 40 for others, to which 
SIMPP took exception, feeling is 
that this is sufficient to get along 
with in the 12 months’ duration of 
the agreement and that the indies 
can't expect every ill to be cured 
‘overnight. It represents the result 
of negotiations in which the Span- 
iards wanted to cut last year’s 88 












imports to 50. 
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Predict 


More Science Fiction Pix, 


Sparked by Increasingly Big Grosses 


Plenty of science-fiction ahead + 





is the forecast for the industry on | 
the basis of business currently be- | 
ing wrapped up by RKO’s “The | 
Thing” and 20th-Fox’s “The Day | 
the Earth Stood Still.” Crystal- | 
ballers, eveing grosses on the pair 
of man-from-Marsers, see them 
sure to hypo an already existent 
“cycle.” 

That’s particularly true in light 
of biz drawn by previous pix in this 
genre. They include “Destination 
Moon.” “Man From Planet X” and 
“Rocketship XM.” “Moon.” in 
color, was the most successful of 
the lot. Estimate of its final U. S. 
and Canada gross is $1,800.000. In 
addition, it has been highly suc- 
cessful in England, where it is ex- 
pected to garner another $1,000,- 
000. That’s considerably higher 
than the normal U. S.-British ratio 
of gross. 

“Rocketship XM,” produced and 
distributed by Robert L. Lippert, 
easily holds payoff position in pro- 
portion of return to cost. It came 
in at $94,000 end has grossed over 
$600,000. “Planet X” was the 
weakest of the lot, garnering only 
$300,000. Nevertheless, it made a 
good profit. “Moon” and “X” w “ec 
both originally distributed by 
Eagle Lion Classics and taken over 
by United Artists when it ab- 
sorbed ELC. 


Of the pseudo-sciencers in ear- 
lier stages of release, ‘“‘The Thing” 
looks like the biggest. Current 
estimates are. for $2,000,000 gross. 
“Earth Stood Still” has not hed | 
enough playing experience yet to 
make a reliable guess as to ulti- 
mate income, but is doing well. 

Paramount has. réady “When 
Worlds Collide.” Release is being 
held_up, however, for a short time 
to let the atmosphere clear of the 
other foreign bodies. 

Observer’s guesses that this se- 
ries of films will result in plenty 
more is based on normal Hollywood 
experience that success breeds cy- 
cles. These occur regularly despite 
squawks from exhibs, critics and 
the public and every effort by pro- 
duction execs to head them off. 


Witness Backs Republic 
That Rovers Pix on TV 
Would Aid Tieun Biz 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 
Meyer H. Lavenstcin, Repvublic’s 
general counsel, took the stand 


this week as the second of 13 wit- | 


nesses rep lanes to call in the final 
lap of Roy Rogers’ suit to prevent 
the studio from selling or leasin4 
his pix to te'evision. Federal Court 
case is due to wind this week. 

First rep witness, Metro publicist 
William R. Golden, in charge of 
flackery’s special-service depari- 
ment, opined that release of 
Rogers’ pix to TV would greatly 
increase Rogers’ commerical tieup 
business, which cowpoke testified 
grossed $20,000,000 last year. 
Rogers’ contention is that release 
of the pix would “harm” that busi- 
ness. 


Federal Judge Pierson M. Hall 
overruled Ro~ers’ counsel Frederic 
Siurdy, permitting Golden's 
opinion. Latter also said he doesn’t 
believe there is such a thing as 
implied sponsorship on radio or 
television. Rogers’ contention wes 
that showing pix on teevee implies 
sponsorship. 

Herbert J. Yates, prexy of Rep, 
is expected to testify this week. 





‘Lonesome Gal’ Biopic 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 
Dore Schary will film the tife 
story of Jean King, radio persoi?!- 
ity, known as “The Lonesome Gal.” 
Picture will be made at Mc‘ro 
next year with either Lana Turner 
or Ava Gardner in the top role. 





Farnol’s Goldwyn Special 
Lynn Farnol’s publicity office has 
been reiained by Samuel Goldwyn 
Productions to assist on the c2m- 
paign for “I Want You,” ad-pub di- 

rector David Golding disclosed. 
Farnol was Goldwyn’s ad-pub 
topper until he opened his own 
publicity office about two years 


ago. His new deal is for four 
weeks. 


| again. 


| provinces, 


Old ‘Money’ Circulates 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 
Oldest unreleased film in 
Hollywood will be released by 
RKO next month. Picture is 
“It’s Only Money,” with Jane 
Russell, Frank Sinatra and 
Groucho Marx in top roles. 
It has been on the shelf 
since its completion in Decem- 
ber, 1948. 


Show Biz 
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following Saturday’s “Three Hus- | 


bands,” which failed to fill the 
smaller, 500-seat Eagle, opposing 


Metro Gunning Six 
Hollywood, Oct. 2. 
Total of six Metro pictures will 
get under way in the next six 
weeks, starting this week with the 
Jaek Cummings production, “Love- 
ly to Look At.” 


Latter stars Red Skelton, Kath- 
ryn Grayson, Howard Keel and 


Marge and Gower Champion. . 














Saddler’s Ballet 
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The Lady With the Lamp 
this pitch for authenticity, Miss 
Neagle plays the character in the 
legendary style of a determined, 
yet gentle woman, rather than as 
the flaming personality she was. 
Although the name of Michael 
Wilding, particularly teamed with 


| Miss Neagle, is a definite boxoffice 


| 


lure, he is not too happily cast as 
Sidney Herbert, War Minister. 


‘| Within limitations, he makesi the 
quality of entertainers and enter- best of this part. The strong fea- 


| tainment unknown in the U. S., the | ture cast includes Felix Aylmer, 


troupe has 


had heavy advance | with an exceptionally good study 


' sales in many places, solely on the | of Lord Palmerston; Arthur Young, 


success and reputation of 
| It has a tariff running from $4.80 
| to $6.60. In some cases, as in Salt 
| Lake City, for instance, ' 
| highest ticket bite ever attempted 
locally, in concert or legit. 

With tour 
coasts of the U. S. and Canada, for 


| 


it’s the | 





its|in a nice sketch of Gladstone; 
| predecessor, Sadler’s Wells Ballet. | 


Gladys Young and Julian D’Albie 
effective as the couple who accom- 
pany Miss Neagle to Turkey; Henry 
Edwards okay in a bit role as a re- 
porter; and Monckton Hoffe shin- 
ing as the almost imperturbable 
British Ambassador in Constanti- 


stretching to both | nople. 


Herbért Wilcox, as ‘always, di- 


“I'd Climb the Highest Mountain” | 975 Weeks or more, troupe is ex-|rects in a plain, straightforward 
at the Lyric. The nick is 50c a 


night. Eagle plays continuously, 
2 to 11 p. m., Lyric two matinees 
oly. 
Hooferies, Pix Houses 

Two Saturday night dances in 
community halls—the commercial 
dance pavilion recently 
down, but is being rebuilt—has 
orchestras, no square-dancing and a 
35¢ tab, with a nickel for checking 
clothing. They draw excellent 
crowds, though few arrive before 
10, despite the midnight closing, 
when Sunday officially begins. Dur- 
ing breaks in each dance all cou- 


| ples link arms and promenade in- 
|formally from right to left round 


the hall until the music starts 
This attractive custom pre- 
vails only in the three western 
Saskatchewan, Alberta 
and British Columbia. 

The Eagle Theatre has a perma- 
nent sign inside: “Rest Room Up- 
stairs. Please Apply to Doorman 
for Key.”” When obtained, the key 
admits either one male or female 
patron to a, place marked “Lava- 


tory” upstaifs in a suite of offices | 


next door to the theatre. 
the town’s three hotels, the Im- 
perial, has a locked bathroom 
which even room guests can use 
only by getting the key at the 
lobby desk—along with a bathtowel 
which is not supplied otherwise. 
One of the hotels, the Healy, has 
an elevator. 

Swift Current (population nearly 
8,000) is a railway and grain-eleva- 
tor center, with a federal experi- 
mental farm and irrigation plant 
nearby, located in the Saskatche- 
wan “dust bowl” (less than 100 
miles from the U. S. border) where 
the year before last the wheat crop 
was killed in infancy by lack of 
rain. Last year’s was frozen to 
death in mid-August, and_ this 
year's bumper crop looks like be- 
ing impossible to harvest because 
of three weeks’ fairly steady rain, 
which, however, has just let up. 
One of the more successful farm- 
‘ers is also a plastering contractor, 


One of 


{his business guaranteeing him 
against crop failures. 
The town’s newest, smartest 


|store is a consumer cooperative. 
| Its largest dairy is also a co-op, 
and one of its small private homes 
has its street number written in 
|red neon, which glows all day and 
; night in odd contrast to the wooden 
| sidewalk in front of the house. 
| Its weekly paper, the Sun 
(“Everything in Swift Current Re- 
volves Around the Sun’), recently 
raised its price from a nickel to 
6c, has a good circulation (nearby 
| dailies from Regina and Saskatoon 
| sell well here, too), largely due to 
_clearly written, alert local cover- 
/age, bright chatty columns by the 
ecitor, Jim Greenblat, end the 
news editor, Dave Belbeck, and a 
| lively, controversial letters-to-the- 
| oditor page. 





_ ‘Queen’ Bows Xmas Day 
Hollywood, Oct. 2. 

| Horizon’s “African Queen,” filmed 
|in Africa with Humphrey Bogart 
{and Katharine Hepburn starring, 
;will open Christmas Day in Los 
| Angeles on a reserved-seat, two-a- 
day policy after a gala preem in 
| Hollywood. 

' Picture is being rushed to com- 
nletion in Léndon, with John Hus- 
ion doing the editing. 





900-Seater for Hanover 

Hanover, N. H. 
The new 900-seat Nugget The- 
, atre opened here Sept. 24. Since 
_the old Nugget was destroyed bv 
‘fire in 1944, local film shows had 
been held in Webster Hali at Dart- 
| mouth College. 





burned | 


pected to gross an_ estimated 

| $1,750,000 (tax excluded) on the 
| journey. Figure compares favor- 
| ably with the $2,000,000 net racked 
|up by Sadler’s Wells Ballet in its 
| 20-week tour last season, or with 
| any Met Opera Assn. spring junket. 
| Tour will be one of the most im- 
| pressive in ballet. or music annals. 
| Personnel will total 112, calling for 
|a 12-car train, with five 70-foot bag- 
gage cars. Troupe consists of 50 
dancers, and will utilize an orches- 
tra at 40. Baggage includes 30 
tons of scenery, with 20 backdrops 
and 6,000 cubic feet of gear. It’s 
estimated the outfit will use up 
4,000 pairs of ballet slippers on the 
tour. High boxoffice tariff is at- 
tributed to the heavy physical set- 
up of the tour. 


Two ‘Magic Names’ 


Eagerness with which the new 
| troupe has been sold, and at its 
high scale, is explained in the trade 
by the combo of two “magic 
names,” Sadler’s Wells and Sol 
Hurok. Phenomenal success of 
Sadler’s in two previous seasons 
| apparently has whetted the pub- 
| lie’s appetite for the new. troupe. 
The Hurok tag, always associated 
with 
tions, has been taken as guarantee 
that this troupe will measure up 
to the other one. There’s been 
complaint that local managers have 
been selling the new troupe as the 
other Sadler’s, although all Hurok 
promotion has pointed out the dif- 
ference. There’s been eye-brow- 
raising at the $6.60 tariff as well, 
but no stiff kicks. 


Ballet troupe is managed by same 
officials as run Sadler’s Wells, 
namely, Ninette de Valois and 
Frederick Ashton. Its leads, not 
as well known as Margot Fonteyn 
and Moira Shearer, comprise 
Elaine Fifield, David Blair, Svet- 
lana Beriosova, Patricia Miller, 
Maryon Lane, David Poole, Donald 
Britton and Stanley Holden. SWTB 
has 12 productions never seen here, 
including a _ full-evening ‘“Cop- 
pelia,” a new “Nutcracker,” a Gil- 
bert & Sullivan ballet titled “Pine- 
apple Poll,” which the British have 
called the best thing in its line 
since “Gaite Parisienne,” and an 
equally-praised “Harlequin in 
April.” 

Troupe 
quite distinct from Sadler’s Wells 
Ballet, and has its own home at the 
Sadler‘s Wells Theatre (while Sad- 
ler’s Wells Ballet dances at Covent 
Garden). It has toured Britain but 
not elsewhere. 


Tour is probably the biggest any 
visiting dance organization has at- 
tempted in this hemisphere. Af- 
ter brief appearances in Quebec and 
Ottawa, troupe plays six times in 
Montreal next week, followed by a 
week (eight shows) in Toronto, and 
then heads through northern U. S. 
towards the Coast. It plays a full 
week in Vancouver, with the 
Canadian Pacific running a special 
boat nightly to and from Victoria 
(a four-hour trip) for ballet audi- 
ences. From the Coast the troupe 
works back east through the south. 
It has 10 performances skedded in 
Frisco, 14 in L.A., and 10 in Chi. 
The Chi top is $4.80; fop in L.A. 
and Frisco is $6. Troupe will ar- 





stay, before heading home. 





‘My Boy,’ ‘Alice’ on Army Circuit 


Frankfurt, Sept. 25. 
caus My Boy” (Par), “Alice in 
Wonderland” (RKO-Disney), “Cat- 
tle Drive” (U) and “He Ran All 
Way” (UA) are releases on the 
Army’s theatre circuit for week 
starting Sept. 30. 














| 
| 





is five years old; is 


high-calibre concert attrac- | 


rive in N. Y. in March for a short | Bo 





manner. Austin Dempster does an 
okay job at the camera, while Bill 
Lewthwaite’s editing, at all times 
competent, is notable for some ex- 
pert cutting of the Crimean battle 
scenes. Myro. 


Seeret Flight 





Old-hat British war film with 
little American appeal, even as 
program dualer. 





Hollywoode Sept. 26. 

Herbert Bregstein release of Two Cities- 
J. Arthur Rank production (George H. 
Brown-Peter Ustinov, associate producers). 
Stars Ralph Richardson; features Raymond 
Huntley, John Laurie, Ernest Jay, David 
Tomlinson. Directed by Peter Ustinov. 
Screenplay, Ustinov; camera, Jack Hildy- 
arde; editor, Russell Loyd; music, Alan 
Rawsthorne. Running time, 72 MINS. 
Prof. Heatherville Ralph Richardson 


eeeee 


Prof. Laxton-Jones...... Raymond Huntley 
DP. HRCVIAS swore cc ceicasuve John Laurie 
Se RSs eee Ernest Jay 
Mr. Watlington .......... David Tomlinson 
Mrs. Watlington........Pamela Matthews 
Jack Arnold........ Richard Attenborough 
a eee . David Hutcheson 
are Patrick Waddington 
| OO ree Marjorie Rhodes 
Dr. Klemmerhahn .......... Joseph Almas 


American sheatregoers will find 
little to intrigue them in this Brit- 
ish entry, which must depend upon 
grosses for lower-bracketing in 
smaller situations. Film is about as 
old hat as anything which has 
come out of the Isles in years, 
everything about it being dated. 


Film recounts a hodge-podge 
yarn about five leading British sci- 
entists recruited by their govern- 
ment, directly prior to World War 
II, to develop radar and other in- 
struments of war for the upcoming 
conflict with Germany. As worked 
out in Peter Ustinov’s screenplay, 
which he also directed and co-pro- 
duced, action is slow, uninteresting 
and often silly. 

So fine an actor as Ralph Rich- 
ardson, billed as star, is shesiutely 
wasted in film, which presents him 
more as a clown than a serious and 
able scientist. His scenes usually 
consist of walking in and out of 
the action in a flustered sort of 
way. Raymond Huntley is the only 
other player whose face is at all 
known to U. S. audiences, and as 
another scientist he likewise is ad- 
dicted to wandering. John Laurie, 
still another man of science, is the 
only standout. 

There is a certain interest to the 
final experiments in radar, in 
ground-to-air control whereby a 
German night flier is*blasted out 
of the sky; there is a-successful 
conclusion of navigational radar 
guidance in British pinpoint bomb- 
ing of Cologne. But these are iso- 
lated instances and are far over- 
shadowed by long passages of 
spiritless, hard-to-understand Eng- 

h dialog. Attempted comedy 
dragged in. 

Technical credits are we. 

Whit. 





Jungle Manhunt 
Johnny Weissmuller, Bob 
Waterfield in cliffhanger. For 


some dualers, swell for kid 
matinees. 








Columbia release of Sam Katzman pro- 
duction. Stars Ma we f Weissmuller; fea- 
tures Bob Waterfield, Sheila Ryan. Di- 
rected by Lew Landers, Screenplay, Sam- 
uel Newman, based on Jungle Jim comic 
strip; camera, William Whitley; editor, 
Henry Batista. Tradeshown in N. Y., 
Sept. 28, 51. Running time. 66 MINS. 


Jungle Jim .......... Johnny Weissmulle 
Se ME 6b cc estovedashss b Waterfield 
Anne Lawrence...... ec derne ila Ryan 
De Anon an csactethatenes Rick Va 
Dr. Mitchell Heller........... Lyle Talbot 
Chief ...... me P. ilkerson 
a 


Tamba 

This is a routine series entry of 
the cliffhanger type. The addition 
of pro football star Bob Waterfield 
as virtual co-star with’ Johnny Weis- 
muller mere'ty adds another mus- 
cle-man to this adventure picture, 
which may do on lewer rung of 
some twin bills and will entertain 
kiddies at Saturday matinees. For 


Film Reviews 
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most adult audiences, “Jungle 
Manhunt” is implausible and indi- 
gestible. 

Story is of a Los Angeles free- 
lance femme photographer search- 
ing for Waterfield, who plays a 
former grid star who disappeared 
in his Army plane on a routine 
flight over jungle territory. When 
her boat capsizes, the gal, Sheila 
Ryan, stumbles into Weissmuller, 
a jungle guide. They immediately 
spot Waterfield during a tribal 
fight in the jungle when he comes 
to their rescue by tossing a hand- 
grenade like a. pigskin at the at- 
tacking natives. It’s as simple as 
all that. A scheming white man 
using captured natives to mine a 
mineral which he, employs to manu- 
facture synthetic diamonds, etc., 
comprises some of the other action, 
all of it too hokey. A death 
struggle between ®*two huge rep- 
tiles is injected for no plausible 
reason. 

Weissmuller still is the he-man 
of old and a terrific swimmer as 
Jungle Jim. Waterfield shapes up 
as'a screen possibility, this being 
his first picture, though he obvi- 
ously lacks thesping ability. Miss 
Ryan supplies a pat performance as 
the insipid newspaper shutter-bug. 

Lew Landers has done better di- 
recting. William Whitley’s camera- 
ing is okay. Wear. 


Brit. Fest Year 
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8,000,000 will have passed: through 
the turnstiles. 

The legit side of the entertain- 
ment industry, which planned a 
year in advance in the expectations 
of a lush season, got its first re- 
buffs the opening days of the fes- 
tival. The first major. calamity 
was the Alec Guiness production 
of “Hamlet,” which got off to a 
bad critical start and had to be 
withdrawn just as it was gettirg 
on its feet. Of all the special fes- 
tival productions, by far the most 
impressive were the twin Olivier 
presentations of “Anthony and 
Cleopatra” and “Caesar and Cleo- 
patra,” which folded a week ago 
after a solid capacity season. 


In almost every respect, it was 
a normal trading season for legit. 
The big hits like “Waters of the 
Moon,” “The Winter’s Tale,” “The 
Loves of Four Colonels,” and mu- 
sicals like ‘‘Kiss Me, Kate” and 
“Carousel” stayed in -the big 
money. The failures passed into 
oblivion as quickly in festival year 
as they would have done in any 
other year, while the average mide 
dle-of-the-road attractions mane 
aged, as they have done in the 
past, to keep their heads above 
water for a few months. 


Weather Helped Film Theatres 

The picture business, in a very 
modest way, was up during the 
festival season. But probably the 
greatest contributory factor was 
the weather, which nearly answere- 
ed the exhibitors’ dream The film 
industry’s only festival contrihu- 
tion, the co-operative production 
of “The Magic Box,” is now. hav- 
ing its West End preem, but will 
not be released until after the fes- 
tival is over. 

For hotels, cafes and niteries, It 
has also been only an average sea- 
son. The first two festival months 
of May and June were well below 
average. Many hotels with ad- 
vance bookings from North Amere- 
ica were inundated with cancella- 
tions when the international situa- 
tion worsened. The visitors from 
the Provinces did not have the 
money to spare for lush entertain- 
ments, and there not enough 
Americans to fill all the night 
spots every night. 

Start Dismantling Work Soon 

Within a few days, dismantling 


‘work will start on the South Bank 


Exhibition site. But two of the 
structures are to remain. The 
Telekinema, which offered a com- 
bined f¥m and TV program and 
played to capacity nine shows a 
day, is to stay for at least another 
five years. Patrons have been quizz- 


r}ed on the type of program they 


would like in the future. 

The other permanent building is, 
of course, the $5,000,000 Festival 
Hall, which already has become an 
institution in music and concert 
circles. With an.average gross of 
$6,500 per performance; it has 
played to more than 98% capacity 
since its” official opening May . 3. 
Opera, ballet, and stage stars took 
part in an end-of-the-festival ball 


held in the foyer of the Concert 
Hall. 
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a stuff... fist fights, gunfire, j 
salty 
im dialogue 
im and 
Sexy 
interludes... 


—Variety 


... hardhitting police drama... 


first rate gripping suspense job... 
—The Film Daily 





.. hotable for intense dialogue 


and pertinent handling... 
—The 
Film 
Daily 


tensely 


paced... 
tautly 
staged 


climax... 
splendid assortment of 
bad guys... 


—Voariety 


Si | OO) ©) Be Ol 





rough, tough 
convincing... 
... Narrative 
vigor and 


excitement... 
—Hollywood Reporter 


...most successful in 
lightening 
dramatic 
load 
with 
moments ie) 
of humor... 
—Hollywood 
Reporter 





SINCE “THE KILLERS” 
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Clips From 


Film Row 





NEW YORK 


Russell V. Dowling, executive 
veepee of the Radio City Music 
Hall, to the Coast to eye new 
product. The Music Hall is not 
set on any product after “Ameri- 
ean in Paris,” which opens tomor- 
row (Thurs.) and looks for a run 
comparable to “Show Boat” and 
“Great Caruso.” 

Charles M. Amory, Souvaine 
Selective Pictures sales. chief, 
planed to London last week to set 
British release dates on Lou 
Bunin’s “Alice in Wonderland.” 


Maurice A. Bergman, Universal- 
International ad-pub topper, named 
publicity chairman of Brotherhood 
Week for the film industry. 

Joseph A. Tanney, head -of 
S.0.S. Cinema Supply Corp., left 
last week on a month’s cross-coun- 
try combined business and vacation 
junket. 

Astor Pictures Corp., headed by 
R. M. Savini, last week acquired 
U. S. distribution rights to the 








western, “Border Fence.” Deal was 
set with H. W. Kier, prez of the 
Kier Film Co., San Antonio. 


BUFFALO 


Leonard Joswiak has been tem- 
porarily named acting manager of 
Shea’s Teck Theatre, succeeding 
Donald Measer, resigned. 

Paramount Theatres announced 
consolidation of management of its 
Buffalo and Rochester theatres. 
Edward L. Hyman of New York, 
veepee of United Paramount Thea- 
tres and a former Buffalonian, 
named Arthur Krolick, former 
Rochester manager as general man- 
ager and Charles B. Taylor in 
charge of UPT’s advertising and 
publicity here, as associate man- 
ager of Par houses, including the 
Paramount, Center, Seneca and 
Niagara here, and the Paramount 
and Regent in Rochester. Head- 
quarters will be in Buffalo. 





Edward .Miller, formerly man- 
ager of Center Theatre, appointed 
manager of the Paramount start- 
ing in October, succeeding Joseph 
B. Clements. Walter Burgon be- 
comes acting manager at the 
Center. 

Buffalo area now has an outlet 
for German-language pictures fol- 
lowing completion of negotiations 
between Herman J. Endres and 





Tone Slugger,” “Dalton’s Woman” 
failed to draw at Loop sureseater 
Pix. 

Twin Cities independents mulling 
proposal to admit all children free 
when accompanying their parents, 
proponents insisting it would stim- 
ulate boxoffice. 


With 300 bookings to date, local 
RKO branch expects to break all 
of its fight pictures sales records. 


Old high was 315 for Louis-Walcott 
scrap. 


of their stars for purpose of plug- 
ging their impending releases. 


Ted Mann, North Central Allied| Kirby in Houston. 
prexy and circuit owner, in Cali-| heads 


fornia visiting his theatre proper- 
ties. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Warner’s Stanley had a com- 
plete sell-out for Saddler-Pep fight 
telecast Wednesday (26) with sev- 
eral hundred standees. Mo Wax’s 
Royal Theatre, in S. Philly, had 
four-fifths of a house and adver- 
tised the available seats by run- 
ning a sound-truck up and down 
Market St., for the benefit of the 
crowd unable to get into the Stan- 
ley. 

The Patti Page-Guy Mitchell 
package, due at Mastbaum, Oct. 11, 
will mark the first time the War- 
ner deluxer has had a stageshow 
since Danny Kaye appeared there 
early in 1949. 

The Notre Dame-Indiana foot- 
ball telecast Saturday afternoon 
(29) proved only a slight hypo for 
the Stanley. 

Max Korr, Allentown, Pa., exhib 
and an up-state group formed a 
corporation to build a drive-in 
near the Las Monjas racetrack, 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Warner Club has reelected the 
following officers: 
president; Ben Blumberg, veepee; 











| 
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agua Boston and Portland, 
e. 


Monogram- Allied Artists will 
hold its midwest regional sales 
convention Sept. 29 at Drake 
Hotel, Chicago, with Morey Gold- 
stein presiding. 


Lippert Pictures mapping an art 
house releasing campaign for 
“Navajo,” one of the two Ameri- 
can features to win awards at the 
recent Film Festival in Edinburgh. 

Tom W. Bridges, former Para- 
mount sales manager in San Fran- 
cisco, appointed manager of com- 
pany’s Dallas branch. 


DALLAS 


Raymond Hay replaced Johnny 


| Smith as manager of Metropolitan 
Pine & Thomas, Paramount pro-| 


ducers, due here Oct. 10 with one | 


Theatre in Houston. Smith recent- 
ly resigned. Hay was manager of 
Kirby Theatre. 


John Arnold succeeds Hay at the 
Preston Huey 
the Yale Theatre while 
Johnny Ellis takes over as skipper 


of New Wayside Theatre, both in 
Houston. 


W. E. Finch named branch man- 
ager of Monogram-Allied Artists 
exchange here. Formerly with 
Warners, Eagle Lion and RKO, he 
had been a salesman with Mono- 
gram since 1949. 

United World Films, Inc., of New 
York City, opened southwestern 
branch office here with E. E. 
Grindstaff as manager; formerly 


was manager of the Hollywood 
branch. 


CHICAGO 


Balaban & Katz declared a third 
quarter dividend of $1.25. 

Eight more theatres reopened 

this week on strength of a slight 
upsurge in business here. 
_ Six Paramount division managers 
in town over the weekend for 
three-day sales conclave at the 
Ambassador East. 

North Center theatre, which 
shuttered after union projectionists 
staged a sympathy walkout over 
the dismissal of a union stage 


Larry Graver,|hand, has reopened. Theatre re- 


portedly effected the settlement 


Adele Plechner, veepee in charge| with the union by rehiring the 
of welfare; Mary Egan, veepee in| stage hand on a part-time basis. 


charge of membership; J. 
Shipman. treasurer, and 
Mahoney, secretary. 


PITTSBURGH 


Parker, Pa., Theatre sold by 
James H. Madden, owner-manager 
for a number of years, to Marie 
Birocco of Clarion. 


Ellis 
Heler 





the Casino Film Exchange of New 
York. With Casino supplying the 
product, Endres took over the Sil- 
via Theatre here for German fea- 
tures, shorts and a newsreel. 

Herbert Hoch, whose Rialto has 
been closed for several months, re- 
turned with his family from Cali- 
fornia to decide whether to re- 
open the house or move to the 
Coast. 

Ed Haughan replaced Bob Fer- 
guson as salesman for Perkins The- 
atre Supplies. 

Strand in Elmira reopened by 
Warner Bros. 

The Capitol in Oswego opened 
again by Martina Circuit while the 
Rexie in Rochester reopened by 
Robert Carone. 

The Orpheum here shuttered by 
E. J. Stachowski. 

Al Herman back as Columbia 
salesman after recovering from in- 
juries sustained in a fall last July. 


CINCINNATI 
Monogram’s local franchise, for- 
merly held jointly by W. Ray 
Johnston and George West, 


ac- 
uired by the company. Milton 
Gusien, previously a Mono sales- 


man, named branch manager. 

A default judgment for $1,476 to 
the Central Ave. Amus. Co., oper- 
ating the Colonial Theatre, against 
Milton Kravitz, a former manager, 
was awarded hy City Court Justice 
George Myers Friday (28). Kravitz 


* was arraigned in Police Court the 


week before on a charge of second 
degree larceny for alleged theft 
of $162.70 from theatre receipts 
last May 23. Pleading not guilty, 
he was remanded to Albany Coun- 
ty Jail for a later hearing. The 
theatre charges that Kravitz ap- 

= $1,476 from company 
unds, ; 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Big screen TV being installed in 
St. Paul Paramount, making it sec- 
ond Minnesota Amus. Co. house to 
= one, other being Radio City 

ere. 

Paramount producers Bill Pine 
and Bill Thomas due here next 
week to plug their future releases. 

Bill Donald, formerly with The- 
atre Associates, local buying and 
booking combine, new 20th-Fox 
northern Minnesota salesman, suc- 
ceeding Sol Malisow, promoted to 
assistant district manager. 

Although advertising made much 
of fact that cast included Tom 
Neal, billing him as “Franchot 


Henry Miller, who managed 
Beechview Theatre for Harris Cir- 
cuit, joined the boxoffice staff of 
The Garden, Harris-owned sports 
arena. 

Jack Weltner, former Eagle Lion 
and United Artists booker, joined 
Monogram as its West Virginia 
salesman. 

Mark Silver, former UA district 
chief, resigned sales post with 
Columbia here but sticking with 
company in exploitation. 

Samuel Ross of Vandegrift 
placed his Aurora Theatre in Rus- 
selton on the market, because of 
Mrs. Ross’ illness. 

Dave Kimelman, manager of 
Par exchange, returned to work 
after recuperating from recent 
operation, 


ST. LOUIS 


Hubert Lyons now a UA sales- 
man, vice Fred Lawrence, who has 
joined the Lippert Pictures as a 
salesman. 

William Emas, booker for Mono- 
gram-Allied, resigned to become 
sales manager for a radio station 
in Taylorville, Ill. 

Robert Jones, ad-publicity direc- 
tor for the Kerasotes Theatres, 
Springfield, Tll., discharged from 
Mayo Bros. clinic as okay. 

Frisina Amus. Co., and Mrs. 
Freda Paul, owners of the Marvel, 
Carlinville, Ill., will construct a 
—_ 400-car ozoner near Raclin- 
ville. 

Jack Campbell, recently mana- 

er of the Midland, Hutchinson, 

ans., has succeeded Earl Mitchell, 
as top man of the Globe, a Fox 
Midwest house in Christopher, Ill. 
Mitchell transferred to the Capi- 
tol, Benton, IIl. 


house, Litchfield, Ill., dark since 











ing. 





LOS ANGELES - 


Paul Sperling appointed presi- 
dent ard secretary of Nevada The- 
atre Corp. of Las Vegas, succeed- 
ing Albert Gould, resigned. 

Frank Thomas, 25 years a sales- 
man for Pgramount, switched to 
Monogram’s Kansas City exchange. 

Paramount will pre-release its 
“Submarine Command” this month 
in 21 cities, including San Fran- 
cisco, Oakland, San Diego, Norfolk, 
Washington, Baltimore, New Lon- 
don, Portsmouth, Providence, Pen- 
sacola, Jacksonville, Key West, 





The Ritz, Frisina Amus. Co./|d 
May 20, being readied for relight-|b 


_Essaness Theatres’ prexy Edwin 
Silverman will get a rehearing in 
Appellate Court on a previous de- 
cision calling for renegotiation of 
lease on Woods Theatre. 


CLEVELAND 


Karl Fasdick, manager of Loew’s 
Park for two years, promoted to 
advertising director of Loew’s 
houses in Boston. Took over job 
last week. Sam Shubouf, who man- 
aged Loew’s Ohio about 18 months, 
is succeeding Fasdick as Park man- 
ager while Shubouf’s place at Ohio 
is being taken over by Frank 
Arena, assistant manager at State. 


Dale Tysinger, manager of the 
Shea Circuit’s four houses at Ash- 
tabula, O., outstanding manager of 
chain for first six months of 1951. 
Award carries a cash prize with it. 


BIRMINGHAM 


R. M. Kennedy, owner of the 
Stran@, heads “Movietime, U.S.A.” 
program for Alabama, 


Norris Haddaway, manager of 
Alabama Theatre, heading up pub- 


licity for Community Chest drive 
here. 


Fred McCallum, manager of the 
Waters Starlite drive-in, appointed 
by city to manage Municipal Audi- 
torium, replacing the late Ted 
Brownell. . 

Don Waters, who returned last 
month after a year in Marines, 
takes over McCallum’s old spot as 
manager of Starlite drive-in, 


COLUMBUS, O. 


Charles Sugarman, manager of 
the World, art house here, has 
become new manager of Ken- 
tucky Theatre, Louisville. Al Su- 
garman, co-owner of H. & S. The- 
atres, will manage the World. 

Harry Schreiber, RKO city man- 
ager, vacationing in Maryland, 
with Grand manager Simons mov- 
ing up to take his place tem- 
porarily. , 
Film Deliveries getting into real 

ough since the State Utilities 
Commission granted this Colum- 
us “film truck outfit temporary 
right to make hurry-up deliveries 
for two bakeries, one in Cleveland 
and the other in Cincinnati. 


OMAHA 


Myron Blank, son of A. H. Blank 
and head of Central States Thea- 
ters Corp., announced he had pur- 
chased 40 acres in Omaha’s — 
growing West Dodge sector for a 
$3,000,000 shopping center there. 
Spot is close to Tristates Theater 
Corp. drive-in. , 

Ralph Goldberg bought “Tales 
of Hoffmann” and will put it in 

















his little art house, the Dundee, 
starting Oct. 5. 


_| (M-G). 
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DENVER 


(Continued from page 8) 


“Joe Palooka Triple Cross” (Mono), 
day-date with Tabor, Webber. Slow 
$5,000. Last week “Thunder On 
Hill” (U) and “Stand Up, Sing 
(Rep), $7,500. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 40- 
80 — “Strictly Dishonorable” 
Fine $9,000. Holds. Last 
week, “Night Into Morning” 
(M-G), $7,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-80) 
—“‘Rhubarb” (Par), (2d wk). Sad 
$8,500. Last week, $12,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-80)— 
“People Will Talk” - (20th) and 
“This Is Korea” (Rep), day-date 
with Esquire. Good $15,000. Last 
week, “Meet After Show” (20th) 
and “Pardon French” (UA), $16,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 40-80)—"Peo- 
ple Will Talk” (20th) and “This Is 
Korea” (Rep), also Denver. Good 
$3,000. Last week, “Meet After 
Show,” (20th) and “Pardon French” 
(UA), $4,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 40-80)— 
“People Against O’Hara” (M-G) 
and “Lilli Marlene” (RKO). Nice 
$14,000. Holds. Last week, “Angels 
In Outfield” (M-G) and “Indian 
Territory” (Col), $12,500. + 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 55-$1.20) 
—‘David and Bathsheba” (20th) 
(2d wk). Trim $10,000. Last week, 
record $25,000. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 40-80)— 
“Christy” (20th) and “Joe Palooka”’ 
(Mono), also Aladdin, Webber. 
Dull $5,000. Last week, “Thunder 
On Hill” (U) and “Stand Up, Sing” 
(Rep), $7,000. 

Webber- (Fox) (750; 40-80)— 
“Christy” (20th) and ‘Joe Palooka” 
(Mono), also Aladdin, Tabor. Okay 
$3,500. Last week, “Thunder On 
Hill” (U) and “Stand Up, Sing” 
(Rep), $3,500. 


‘BELVEDERE’ BRISK AT 
$11,000 IN SLOW PROV. 


Providence, Oct. 2. 

All stands are fairly steady here 
currently with State’s “People Will 
Talk” and Majestic’s “David and 
Bathsheba,” both holdovers, doing 
exceptionally well. RKO Albee 
looms sound with “Belvedere Rings 
Bell.” Strand opened nicely Mon- 
day (1) with “Sunny Side of 





Street.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 


“Belvedere Rings Bell” (20th) and 
“Sailors On Leave” (Rep). Stout 
$11,000. Last week, “Little Giant” 
(Indie) and “Time of Lives” (Indie) 
(reissues), so-so $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65— 
“David and Bathsheba” (20th) (2d 
wk). Nice $10,000 after sock $18,- 
000 first round. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—“‘Passage West” (Par) and 
“Alice In Wonderland” (Indie). 
Slow $5,500. Last week, “Force of 
Arms” (WB) and “Gold Raiders” 
(UA), fair $8,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“People Will Talk” (20th) and 
“The Strip” (M-G) (2d wk). Fairly 
good $11,000. Last week, $14,000. 
ss Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
‘Sunny Side of Street” (Col) and 
“Magic Face” (Col), Opened Mon- 
day (1). Last week, “Two of Kind” 


(Col) and “Lady and Bandit” (Col), 
slow $5,500. 


‘Woman’ Sturdy $14,000, 
Buff; ‘Pickup’ Hep 126 


Buffalo, Oct. 2. 

Trade is sluggish here this 
round. However, “His Kind of 
Woman” looks sturdy at Century 
while “Pickup” shapes neat at the 
Lafayette. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew's) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Angels in Outfield” @1-G). Mild 
$10,000. Last week, “People Will 
Talk” (20th), $11,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Rhubarb” (Par) and “Basketball 
Fix” (Indie). Tame $9,500. Last 
week, “Place in Sun” (Par) and 
“Varieties on Parade” (Lip) (9 
days) (2d wk), $13,000. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70) — 
“Millionaire for Christy” (20th) 
and “Beware of Pity” (Indie). Mild 
$8,000; Last week, “David and 
Bathsheba” (20th) (2d wk), $12,000. 





“Pickup” (Col) and “Never Trust 
a Gambler” (Col). 
Last week, “Thunder On Hill” (U) 
and “Maniac on Wheels” (Indie), 


$10,500. . 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)—“His Kind of Woman” (RKO) 
and Saddler-Pep fight pix. Sturdy 
$14,000 or near. Last week, “Fly- 
i Leathernecks” (RKO) and 








“Havana Rose” (Rep) (9 days), 
$13,000. : 


| Picture Grosses | 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— | Fair 








‘DAVID’ WOW $25,000, 
STANDOUT IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, Oct. 2. 
Big news here this session is the 
giant biz being done by “David and 
Bathsheba” with upped scale at 


Fifth Avenue. “Flying Leather- 
necks” still is great at Orpheum in 
second round. “Saturday’s Hero” 
also is solid in second frame at 
Coliseum. Elsewhere, trade _ is 
mainly okay to slow. 


Estimates for This Week 


Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 
90)—“‘Saturday’s Hero” (Col) and 
“Sunny Side Street” (Col) (2d wk). 
Swell $8,500. Last week, $14,000. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,366: 
80-$1.25)—“‘David and Bathsheba” 
(20th). Huge $25,000. Last week, 
“Rhubarb” (Par) and “Corky” 
(Col) (2d wk-5 days), $6,400. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,600; 65-90) 
—"The Strip” (M-G) and “Panelled 
Door”. (Indie). Slow $5,500. Last 
week, “Little Egypt” (U) and 
“Pistol Harvest” (RKO), $5,600. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 65- 
90)—“‘Manon” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Good $4,000 after $7,200 opener. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,282; 65- 
90)—“‘Mr. Imperium (M-G). Slow 
$5,500. Last week, “Thunder on 
Hill,” (U), $6,200. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,599; 65- 
90)—“Flying Leathernecks” (RKO) 
and “Try t Me” (UA) (2d wk). 
Great $8,000. Last week, $13,800. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-70) 
—‘Show Boat” (M-G) and “Cattle 
Drive” (U) (2d runs). Oke $4,000. 
Last week, “Kind Lady” (M-G) (2d 
run) plus Latin Quarter revue on- 
stage, $10,000 at '75-$1.50 scale, 
good but below hopes. 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3,049; 
65-90)—“His Kind of Woman” 
(RKO) and “Hurricane Island” 


(Col) (2d wk). Okay $6,000 in 5 
days. Last week, $10,000. 


ST. LOUIS 


(Continued from page 9) 
Earth Stood Still” (20th) and 
“Hurricane Island” (Indie). Opened 
today (Tues.). Last week, “The 
Mob” (Col) and “Criminal Lawyer” 
(Col), good $14,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“People Against O’Hara” (M-G) 
and “‘Lady and Bandit” (Col). Okay 
$14,000 or less. Last week, “Mask 





of Avenger” (Col) and “Chain 
Gang” (CoP), $10,500. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75) 
—‘‘Painting Clouds With Sun- 


shine” (WB) and “Happy Go Love- 
ly’ (RKO). Good $11,000 or under, 
Last week, “People Will Talk” 
(20th) and ‘‘The Scarf” (UA), same. 
Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 
90-$1.20)—“‘David and Bathsheba 
(20th) (m.o.). Big $6,000. Last week, 
“Face To Wind” (WB), $10,000. 
St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 75-90)— 
“Journey Into Light” (20th) and 
“The Guest” (20th). Passable $10,- 
000. Last week, “David and Bath- 
sheba” (20th) (3d wk), big $11,000. 
Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 60)—“Fury 
of Congo” (Col) and “Lion 
Hunters” (Mono). Oke $3,000. Last 
week, “Try and Get Me” (UA) and 
“Three Steps North” (UA), $3,500. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


(Continued from page 8) 
(RKO) and “My Outlaw Brother” 
(UA) (m.o.), $6,700. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 65- 
90)—“‘Here Comes Groom” (Par) 
and . “According Mrs. Hoyle” 
(Mono), day-date with Orpheum 
$1700. Sock $6,000. Last week, 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,700; 65- 
90)—“‘Here Comes Groom” (Par) 
and .-“According to Mrs. Hoyle” 
(Mono), also Oriental (2d wk). 
Smash $9,000. Last week, $10,500. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
65-90)—“Force of Arms” (WB) and 
“Pardon My French” (UA). Slow 

000. Last week, “Saturday’s 

ero” (Col) and “Sunny Side of 
Street” (Col), $8,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 
90)—"‘People Vs. O’Hara” ‘(M-G). 
ring | $6,500. Last week, “Angels 
PA utfield” (M-G) (4 days) (2d wk), 








MINNEAPOLIS 
(Continued from page 8) 
(Col) plus Saddler-Pep fight pix. 

,000. week, “Five” 
(Col) and “Suicide Attack” (Indie), 


Neat $12,000. | $4,500 


State (Par) (2,300; 50-76)—“Rhu- 
barb” (Par). The comedy landed 
crix plaudits. Fine $9,000 or close. 
Last week, “Christy” (20th), $5,800. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-90) — 
“Affairs of a Model” (Indie). : 
nounced as world for this 
Swedish picture. Staunch $3,000. 
Last week, “Belvedere Rings Bell 











(20th) ¢ wk), mild $2,000. 
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Key TOA 





complained that TOA toppers were 
indifferent to rental squabbles 
across the country. “These are the 
problems we little men want to talk 
about,” Morton Thalheimer, Vir- 
ginia circuit operator, beefed. 
Outburst came at the windup of 


the exhib-distrib committee meet- 
ing, which was attended by a large 


part of the membership. 


Continued from page 5 





Members 


policies of increasing sliding-scale 
formulas and split figures. 

Nat Williams, of Thomasville, 
-Ga., spoke from the floor, following 
Reade’s reading of his report. He 
| questioned the secrecy regarding 
the two particularly hard-hitting 
| distribs, and named Paramount as 
| his choice for the condemnation. 
Connett joined in, asserting both 


|his area. It was made clear Par 


|Par and Warners were offensive in | 


Aussie Sun. Film Shows 
Seen Unlikely by Snider 


- Prospects of Sunday film per- 
formances being staged on a wide 
scale in Australia are considerably 
remote opines Leon S. Snider, 
Snider & Dean Theatres chief, now 
in N. Y. He believes such a move 
would be unprofitable if most 
houses adopted them. 

The unions are opposed to Sab- 
bath shows and the theatreman 
also doubted that the supply of 
product is ample enough to sup- 


| Port the extra day’s showings. In 





“You must look the facts of life | and WB were the two referred to | addition, the exhibitor would be 


squarely in the face and stop kid- 
ding us,” Thalheimer told the TOA 


toppers on the dais, referring to| 


the lack of attention specific rental 
complaints and other trade prac- 
tices were given at the convention. 

As Thalheimer and others de- 


manded that TOA take a firmer 
stand in dealing with trade prac- 
tices and publicly identify the film 
companies and individual execs 
found especially objectionable, 
Walter Reade, Jr., chairman of the 
exhib-distrib committee, imme- 
ditely made an effort to censor re- 
porters on the scene. He wanted 
a closed meeting or, as an alterna- 
tive, would permit the press to 
stay on condition all copy would 
be submitted to chief counsel Her- 
man Levy for clearance. 


Reporters nixed the censorship 
proposal, and the issue was placed 
before the meeting for a vote. Dele- 
gates overwhelmingly favored con- 
tinuation of the open session, and 
the press remained. Max Connett, 
TOA secretary and board member, 
stated. he preferred to be quoted 
on anything he said. Glen Thomp- 
son, of Oklahoma City, branded the 
effort to bar or censor the press as 
“not the kind of procedure we ‘n 
TOA stand for.” Henry Reeve, of 
Menard, Texas, said the atteinpt 
to muzzle the press was a “further 
attempt to hush up the complaints 
that the small exhibitors have on 
their mind.” Reeve was among the 
outspoken exhibs who blasted the 
entire TOA convention for its lack 
of a militant stand against the dis- 
trib practices. 


TOA policy, as stated by Reade’s 
committee, was that “a national 
trade association, such as TOA, 
specious claims to the contrary not- 
withstanding, is not gble to be of 
assistance in determining what its 
members should pay for film.” 

Wanted More Info 

This, in effect, was cause of a 
threatened revolt by the grassroot- 
ers. They wanted more informa- 
tion on distrib-exhib relationships 
with which, they said, they were 
vitally concerned. Their main 
problems, they said, concerned 


rentals, labor, costs of management |' 


and such, and the TOA convention 
was offering no solution te these. 


As a result ef the flareup, it was 
clear that TOA in the future will 
either begin dealing with the basic 
rental matters or suffer the loss of 
some smaller theatre op members. 
Thalheimer, at one point; said in 
effect that he was envious of Allied 
because that outfit holds “film 
clinics’ which do not hesitate to 
tackle the cost-of-product com- 
plaints of exhibs. 


Lending a sympathetic ear to the 
less prominent TOA members’ 
squawks was Connett. He prom- 
ised to try to influence both prexy 
Mitchell Wolfson and the board 
chairman to make rentals one of 
the top considerations in their 
TOA labors. 

The Reade committee, in general 
fashion, lashed out at “inequitable 
sales policies” and condemned two 
companies (unidentified) for their 


New York Theatres 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL———— 
Rockefeller Center 


“AN AMERICAN IN PARIS” 


Te the Music of GEORGE GERSHWIN 
starring ; and Introducing 
GENE KELLY ® LESLIECARON 
Color by TECHNICOLOR 
An M-G-M 


Picture 
plus Spectacular Stage Presentation 








|in the Reade report. 





Eastern Pix Prod. Eases 
Off to Sporadic Junkets 


Eastern film production, after 
hitting a postwar peak in 1949, ap- 
pears to have ieveled off into 


sporadic Hollywood junkets_ to 
New York and kindred seaboard 
areas in quest of location back- 
grounds. 

















Headed by star Judy Holliday, 
Col’s “Marrying Kind” shot scenes 
at a downtown peanut firm and the 
Port Authority Bus Terminal, 
among others, last week. Group 
then returned to the Coast for in- 
terior shooting. 


Hal Rosson, Lee Katz and 
James Basevi, of Metro’s produc- 
tion unit for “Sometimes I Love 
You,” have headed west after 
a week of locationing in Boston. 
Robert Z. Leonard is directing the 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr., production, 
which stars Clark Gable and Ava 
Gardner. 


Louis de Rochemont, who’s film- 
ing “Walk East on Beacon Street” 
for Columbia release, did part of 
the feature in Portsmouth, N. H., 
moved on to Boston and is sched- 
uled to go to Washington before 
wrapping up the project. 20th- 
Fox recently lensed a few N. Y. 
scenes for the upcoming Jeanne 
Crain starrer, ‘The Model and the 
Marriage Broker,” as did Univer- 
sal-International on “Francis Cov- 
ers the Town.” 


Paramount’s William Perlberg 
and George Seaton sent a crew to 
N.,Y. a few months ago for harbor 
sequences on their Jose Ferrer 
starrer, ‘Anything Can Happen.” 
Same _ studio reportedly may also 
do some N. Y. location work on 
“The Goddess,” which has Pier 
Angeli in a top role. 


Theatre Vets 


———— Continued from page 5 














they were touring together recent- 
ly on behalf of ‘“Movietime U.S.A.” 
Resultant friendly discussion 
showed them they weren’t so far 
apart as they had thought. 


Thus the whole exhibition indus- 
try is watching with interest 
further closing of the gap between 
the two rival national theatremen’s 
organizations with the Memphis 
meeting. Groups are the Allied In- 
dependent Theatre Owners of the 
Mid-South (Allied), headed by 
John C. Mohrstadt, and Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of Arkansas, 
Mississippi and Tennessee. (TOA), 
headed by. K. K. King and Max 
Connett, with M. A. Lightman, Jr., 
secretary-treasurer. 


Plan for the two-day convention 
at the Gayoso Hotel calls for the 
two outfits to hold separate ses- 
sions in the mornings, to handle 
their own organizational problems, 
and joint meetings in the after- 
noons. 


One of the gripes of the oldtime 
members of TOA (or its predeces- 
sor organizations) is that Allied, 
by its suits and constant demands 
for trade practice changes, has 
brought the industry on its present 
hard times. They think that the 
current runs and clearances situa- 
tion has been brought on partly 


boxoffice difficulties. 


circuit members, played the game 
longer true—if it ever was—has 


have come from TOA conventions 
in recent years. Gibes and bitter- 
ness at the distribs have sounded 
exactly like those heard at Allied 
affairs. Difference, at the most, has 
been a more evolutionary approach 
to solution by TOA leaders than 
by Allied’s. 





To N.Y. for Locationers | 


by Allied and is responsible for. 


of the majors. That that is no| dramatic role 


up against double-pay for em- 
ployees. Snider conceded that if 
only a few exhibitors went for 
Sunday films they might be suc- 
cessful. Still another handicap, he 
said, is the Australian custom of 
| observing a long weekend with its 
consequent exodus of people from 
urban centers. 

Meanwhile, the Theatrical Em- 
ployees’ Union has brought a test 
suit in a Sydney court to stop Sun- 
| day shows. Naming two theatre 
operators and a distributor as de- 
fendants, the TEU claims the Sab- 
bath screenings violates the 1908 
act which bars Sunday entertain- 
ment. Court ruling may be handed 
down this week. 











Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 

Jack Benny made a brief appear- 
ance in Paramount’s “Somebody 
Loves Me,” playing a sequence 
with Betty Hutton and Ralph Meek- 
er ... Technicolor prints of the 
Jennifer Jones ‘starrer, “Gypsy 
Blood,” will be made in Hollywood 
for the American market and in 
London for European distribution 
... Franca Faldini makes her Hol- 
lywood film debut in the Martin- 
Lewis starrer, ‘Sailor Beware”... 
Jerry Wald and Norman Krasna 
are setting up their own Oscar 
awards for films turned out by 
collegiate motion picture classes 
... Anita Louise comes out of re- 
tirement for the femme lead in 
“Retreat, Hell’? at Warners. 


Sol Lesser signed Tommy Carl- 
ton, moppet, to a term pact for 
the “Tarzan” series .. . Geraldine 
Car drew a part in Stanley Kram- 
er’s “The Sniper”... Samuel Ful- 
ler’s first indie production will be 
“Park Row,” a tale of American 
journalism, with Gene Evans as 
star... Deneen Combs, a year o!d, 
plays the Nellie role in “Wait Till 
the Sun Shines, Nellie,” at 20th- 
Fox ... Hazel Brooks into “The I 
Don’t Care Girl”... Delmer Daves 
brought in “Return of the Texan” 
two days ahead of its 20th-Fox 
schedule . . . Cindy Garner and 
Judith Braun joined the ‘‘Red Ball 
Express” troupe at UI... George 
Fox Organization is making nine 
one-minute films on fire prevention 
for the California State Forestry 
Division . Cecil B. DeMille’s 
“The Greatest Show On Earth” will 
have 98 minutes of musical back- 
ground, a new record for a non- 
musical picture. 

Twentieth-Fox is going right 
ahead with preliminary work on 
“Way of a Gaucho” in Argentina 
regardless of the recent political 
troubles ... Phyllis Stanley plays 
la socialite in Metro's “Lovely to 
Look At” ... Joseph Mankiewicz 
checked off the 20th-Fox lot and 
will make his headquarters in N.Y. 
. .. Metro bought “I Love Mel- 
vin,” authored by Lasto Vadnay, as 
a starrer for Debbie Reynolds... 
“The Behemoth” is the new tag 
on David Diamond’s “Panic in New 
York,” which sounded too much 
like 20th-Fox’s “Panic in the 
Streets.” 


Lisa Howard signed by Film 
Group for a role in “The Waif,” 
to be filmed in India .. . Jimmy 
Dundee taking a vacation from his 
stunting and playing a straight role 
in Paramount’s “Son of Paleface” 
.. . Alan Hale’s widow, Gretchen 
Hartman, and daughter Karen 
Hale drew roles in “Room For One 
More” at Warners . .. Dennis Mor- 
gan and Jo Stafford will costar in 
“My Fine Feathered Friend” for 
Fidelity Pictures . . . Leslie Caron 
will play opposite Ralph Meeker 
in Metro’s “Glory Alley” ... Wil- 
liam S. Roberts scripting —_ 








Allied, on the other hand, has| i, Paris” for production by Ro 
always felt that TOA, with its big | ¢™t Arthur at Warners. 


J. Carrol Naish plays a straight 
in Wald-Krasna’s 
“Clash By Night” at RKO . 


been evident by the noises that John Russell signed for a featured 


spot in “The Hoodlum Empire” at 
Republic . . . Julie Harris will re- 
create her Broadway role in Stan- 
ley Kramer’s film version of “Mem- 
ber of the Wedding” at Columbia 
... First of a series of collegiate 
pictures at Monogram will be “Mr. 
All-American,” with Walter Mirisch 
as production overseer 

















TOA Would Make Solo Arbitration T 
In Pix Disputes Even If Allied Nixes Tie 


> 





Pic Star Tours Abroad 
To Plug Democracy In 


. 0 = | TOA-ers plans to appear before 
Tie With Labor Unions | Allied’s convention a 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 
The film industry, through the 


| Motion Picture Industry Council, | ging trade differe 


will closely cooperate with the AFL 
International Free Trade Labor 
movement, and will assist in secur- 
ing services of screen personalities 
for goodwill tours abroad. Presi- 
dent Allen Rivkin of MPIC will ap- 
point a committee to function as 
liaison with the AFL officials, with 
Roy Brewer, international rep of 
IATSE in Hollywood, expected to 
be chairman. 

Decision followed appearances of 
Irving Brown and Jay Lovestone, 
AFL reps stationed in Europe, who 
appeared at a special meeting of 
MPIC last week. Both stressed that 
Hollywood films play a most im- 
portant part in selling the Ameri- 
can way of life abroad and are a 
major factor in combating Com- 
munist propaganda in the free 
countries of Europe, Africa and 
Asia. 

Brown and Lovestone, who have 
been working in various countries 
to combat Russ propaganda which 
seeks to gain control of trade 
unions abroad, stated the film star 
personal tours would be of strategic 
importance in the fight, especially 
in that all are members of the 
actors’ unions in this country. Talks 
by the talent stressing this fact will 
do much to impress the foreign 
labor leaders on the importance of 
following the American method of 
a free and democratic union pro- 
cedure. 


Brown stated that those selected 
for the tours should be convincing 


| speakers, pointing out the partici- 


pation of Robert Montgomery in a 
labor union conference in Berlin 
last year. His various talks before 
trade union leaders had a terrific 
impact, as he was speaking as a 
trade unionist himself. Brown said 
that Montgomery was an important 
factor in getting over the free labor 
idea. 

Lovestone pointed out that the 
film industry was engaged in the 
export of ideas as well as entertain- 
ment, and pictures exported should 
not distort the American way of 
life to create wrong impressions 
abroad. He said that ‘“Ninotchka”’ 
was still being widely shown in 
free countries of Europe for excel- 
lent reception, although the Corh- 
mies have at various times attempt- 
ed to prevent screenings. The So- 
viet agents, he continued, continu- 
ally attempt to point out minor 
incidents in U. S. pictures as ex- 


{amples of how bad America really 


is, but this type of campaign is 
having little success. 

Workers in the film industries of 
European countries should be 
brought closer to the Hollywood 
workers, Brown recommended, and 
the local studio unions can assist 
in such a procedure. He pointed 
out that Communists either control 
or dominate picture production, ex- 
hibition and distribution in France 
and Italy, but this situation can be 
corrected through cooperation be- 
tween the workers abroad and those 
in Hollywood. 


TOA-Allied 


Continued from page 5 | 


ly could gain strength through 
unity. 

Another obstacle in the path of 
a merger, in addition to the prob- 
able conflict of personalities, is the 
industry position held by members 
of the two associations. In the TOA 
fold are many of the larger circuit 
operators. Allied’s membership is 
made up largely of smaller, inde- 
pendent theatre owners. These 
constitute two “sides,” each, be- 
cause of the nature of the business, 
sometimes regarding the other as 
an enemy. 


Example of this is the upcoming 











Memphis meet. Old-guard TOA-ers, | 


who have large theatre holdings, 
frown on the joint session in the 
belief some Allied-ites would be 
just as happy to engage in a court 
bout as they would conducting a 
trade meeting under the same roof. 


PORTSERVICE BLOG 


* Theatre Owners of America on 


its own will undertake to establish 
a system of arbitration for concilia- 
tion of industry disputes in the 
event Allied States Assn. nixes the 
TOA proposal to join in. Group of 


| in this 
| month with a recommendation that 
{the two organizations set up some 
| form of arbitration method of han- 
nces. 

However, Allied in the past 
hasn't been receptive to the idea. 
| Thus, TOA principals are prepared 
to tackle the job of establishing 
| arbitration panels by themselves. 

; They reason that only one out- 
| fit, such as TOA, could hardly ac- 
complish much in the way of keep- 
ing theatre distrib rows out of 
court via arbitration. However, 
| it's figured that if only a few legal 
| suits are averted through the sys- 
) tem which TOA is contemplatin :, 
sentiment among other’ groups, 
| such as Allied, in favor of arbitra- 
| tion would doubtlessly result. 

TOA’'s exhib-distrib committee 
Gene week lashed out at the film 
companies for abseiuce of any effort 
by them in the direction of encour- 
aging arbitration panels. Fact is, 
however, the film outfits are wary 
of joining hands in any trade mat- 
ter, including arbitration, in view 
of the court decrees in the industry 
antitrust suit. They frankly fear 
conspiracy charges. 

Execs and attorneys for the pic 
outfits believe it’s up to exhibi- 
tion to take the initiative in con- 
structing arbitration machinery. If 
proposals made by exhibs are 
agreeable, the film companies, it’s 
believed, will go along. 

Factor being “underscored by 
TOA is that while any outfit such 
as TOA or Allied may endorse ar- 
bitration, members of the org are 
not committed to that endorse- 
ment. They would still be free to 
fo to court, or whatever, with thcir 
complaints rather than seck a com- 
| promise via arbitration. 


Col Has 9 Lensing 
Hollywood, Oct. 2. 

Start of Stanley Kramer's “My 
Six Convicts” mace a total of nine 
| Columbia features in work at the 
same time. 
| This is the highest number at 
|Col since August, 1949, when the 
studio had eight pictures before 
the cameras. 





| 
| 





Mex Production to 110 in ’51 
Mexico City, Sept. 25. 

Film production may reach a to- 
tal of 110 this vear, it is forecast 
by the trade. This is based upon 
the fact thet 86 nix have already 
been made for 1951 season. 

This year’s outnut will be much 
below that of 1950 when a total of 
126 was reached. Few of these 
were important at boxoffice. 








BOT Probes Cinema Concessions 
London, Oct. 2. 

A new exhibitor quiz, being car- 
ried out by the Board of Trade as 
part of its policy of collating com- 
| prehensive statistics of the picture 
industry, seeks information on ice 
cream, tobacco and confectionery 
sales at theatres. Where the sales 
are carried out directly by the the- 
atre, the BOT is seeking details of 
the turnover. 

The BOT questionnaire covers 
the second quarter of the year. 
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FOR RENT 
Western Electric sound sated 
magnetic or optical systems. 
Fully equipped, including 
camera platform and op- 
tional use of Mitchell cam- 
era. Special rates. Wire or 
write Box V-58, Variety, 154 
W. 46th Street, New York 
19, N. Y. 
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Important Witnesses Rap Judgeship 


For Hennock; 3 


Washington, Oct. 2. + 


FCC-ers to Aid Her 





Senate Judiciary Committee has 
been hearing strong opposition to 
the nomination of FCC Commis- 
sioner Frieda Hennock for a fed- 
eral judgeship in New York. To- 
day (Tues.) two judges of the court 
of general sessions in N. Y., 
Judges James G. Wallace and John 
A. Mullen spoke against her nom- 
ination, reportedly hitting her rep- | 
utation. a | 

So far most of the testimony at 
the hearings has been against Miss 
Hennock.. who has attended all the 
sessions but hes not yet been called 
on. Tomorrow's (Wed.) session will | 
present a list of witnesses favoring 
the Hennock appointment, includ- 
ing three members of the FCC. 

Generally, it’s considered doubt- | 
ful whether the nomination can be 
confirmed before Congress ad- 
journs, without extended debate 
on the Senate floor. In view of the 
lateness of the session, therefore, | 
a recess appointment, subject to| 
Senate action when Congress re-| 
convenes, is regarded as a likely 
possibility. 

Witnesses from four bar asso- 
ciations testified at closed sessions | 
of the Committee last Thursday 
and Friday that Miss Hennock 
lacks the qualifications for a judge. 
Their testimony, VArreTY learned, 
covered the candidate’s social and 
professional activities over a pe- 
riod of 20 years and was subjected 
to intensive examination by Com- 
mittee members. 

Appearing in opposition to the 
nomination were Howard F. Burns 
and Frank Wideman, representing 
the American Bar- Assn.; Henry 
Root Stern, for the N. Y. County 
Lawyers Assn.; Mason H. Bigelow, 
of the N. Y. State Bar Assn.; and 
Whitney N. Seymour, Leo P. Fen- 
nelly and Louis Loeb, 
of the Assn. of the Bar of the City 
of New York. Loeb’s law 
counsel for the New York Times. 

One pro-Hennock witness—John 
T. Cahill, board member and gen- 
eral counsel of _RCA—was heard 
briefly during last week's hearings, 








and the Committee, it was learned, | 


utilized the occasion to ascertain 
whether the broadcasting industry 
is supporting Miss Hennock to get 
her off the Commission. 
Cahill was questioned by 
Willis Smith (D., N. C.), 


Sen. 
a former 


in behalf | 


firm is | 
' 


Video’s Vagaries 

Underscoring the competi- 
tion-inspired vagaries in big- 
league television this season, 
General Foods, which had the 
three hottest situation comedy 
properties on the air last year, 
now has only one left—and 
that one will be competing 
with one of the other two bank- 
rolled by GF last year. 

In 1950-51, the sponsor had 
*“‘Mama” Friday nights on CBS; 
“Goldbergs’” Monday nights on 
CBS, and “Aldrich Family” 
Sunday nights on NBC. “Ma- 
ma” is the only one left to 
GF and NBC, which picked up 
“Goldbergs” after GF failed 
to come to terms with pack- 
ager-star Gertrude Berg this 
year, has decided to slot it di- 
rectly opposite “Mama,” in the 
Friday night at 8 period. NBC 
reportedly has another bank- 
roller near the inking stage 
for “Goldbergs.” 

GF also could not come to 
terms with the William Morris 
office on “Aldrich.” That agen- 
cy, aS a result, sold the show 
to Campbell's Soups, which 
now sponsors it Friday nights 
on NBC, 


CBS Formulates 
Own Video Code 


CBS-TV, taking its part in the 
| video industry’s attempt to police 
itself, is lining up a general code 
| of good practices to govern its pro- 
gramming. 














other webs, though, the CBS code 
will not delve into specifics, since 
\the net would rather decentralize 
responsibility for such items as the 
depths of a gal’s neckline to the 
| individual producers and directors 
' on each show. 

| Instead, according to a CBS 


| Spokesman, the code will deal with 








HARRY SALTER 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 








Networks Shy On 
New Tele Rating 


Plan Due to Cost 


The networks are reappraising 
their relations and business deal- 
ings with the television rating or- 
ganizations. A. C. Nielsen, who 
lost out at NBC-TV in the competi- 
tive sweepstakes, and has been 
obliged to settle for CBS and ABC 





Unlike some of the| 


| among the webs, is pitching up a 
| whole new servicing formula to the 
| webs, in a bid to restore NBC to 
| the fold and hike his billings take. 
| (DuMont has rejected Nielsen on 
| the basis that it cost too much.) 
| The webs are still undecided 
; whether to embrace the new Niel- 
;sen service, which would be all-en- 
| compassing in covering every facet 
/of research available. However, it 
|} would increase the tab by a con- 
siderable amount. CBS-TV, for ex- 
| ample, now pays $1,000 a month for 
the Nielsen service, but under the 
' expanded pattern would contribute 
about $3,500 to the Nielsen organi- 
, zation. 


However, that figure would be 
i subject to change, depending on 
| the web’s gross billings in relation 
|to the other networks, and would 
|also be influenced by the increase 


president of the American Bar | ™0st of the factors covered in the _in TV sets. CBS is hesitating be- 


Assn., whether he favored the pro- 


early radio codes, such as how 


| cause, in effect, the cost to Nielsen 


posed set-aside of channels for| much time in each show should , for the services would be out of the 


education. Cahill said he was op-! be devoted to commercials, etc, | network’s control. 


posed to the set-aside and believed 
that commercial stations are doing 
a good educational job. In re- 


(Continued on page 43) 


Pres. Truman’s 50.5 
Rating in First Pickup 
Of Coast-to-Coast TV 


Chicago, Oct. 2. 

President Truman’s speech last 
month from the San Francisco 
Japanese peace treaty conclav 





|Web spokesman emphasized, how- 
ever, that CBS is not attempting 
to follow the radio pattern’ too 
closely, on the assumption that 
video ¢s a separate and distinct me- 
dium. ‘“‘We’re starting strictly from 
scratch,” he said, “and devoting 
time continually to work it out.” 


Even though the code has not 
been completely formulated, the 
web has already put into effect 
many of the factors with which it 
will deal, the CBS spokesman said, 
For example, he pointed out, the 
, overly-lurid gore on some CBS pro- 





Whether ABC 
or NBC will buy the new Nielsen 
service also remains undetermined. 

Meanwhile, NBC-TV  has_ pur- 
chased the Trendex service, which 
cost about $500 a month. Rating 
outfit has also made overtures to 
CBS, but the latter web is unde- 
cided. 


CBS Shifts ‘Winner’ 


CBS, stripped of an hour of day- 
time cross-the-board business as re- 
|sult of Colgate shifting “Strike It 
| Rich” and “King’s Row” to NBC, 











€| grams, such as “Danger,” which |is moving “Winner Take All” into 


which was beamed on the first! drew squawks from some viewers, | the “Rich” period, in a bid to re- 


coast-to-coast video hookup regis- 
tered a 50.5 Nielsen rating. A.C 


. 


Nielsen firm ran a special survey | 


on the telecast which was the first 
time the audience research com- 
pany used a_ nation-wide TV 
sample. 

The chief executive’s address was 
viewed in 6,348,000 homes out of 
a maximum of slightly more than 
13,000,000 tele-equipped house- 
holds which had access to the tele- 
cast. 

Speech was carried by 94 sta- 
tions in 52 of the country's 62 tele 
markets. 


BERLE’S GUEST WHIRL 





TO RETAIN NO. 1 SPOT. 


Milton Berle will make an all- 
out pitch to maintain his No. 1 
Nielsen status this year despite 
the fact that rival networks are 
pitching shows directly opposite 
him. Berle called a meeting of 
William Morris Agency toppers, 
who service the show, and asked 
them to get guest names such as 
Jimmy Durante, Red Skelton and 
others. 

Berle, on his own, will attempt 
to increase his schedule of appear- 
ances on other top NBC shows on 
a reciprocal basis. Thus costs will 
be held down for his own pro- 
grain, 

S42FDHDEKEIL 645 
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|has been eliminated. ; 
{ 


‘tain the latter’s audience pull. 














Mystery Theatre. Mystery. 


p.m. Participating. 


Religious Hour. Religion. 


Donald O’Connor Show. 


Keep Posted. Panel. 
tions, via BBD&O. 
Frank Sinatra Show. 


Danny Thomas Show. 
p.m. Participating. 





aa @2 & 


ABC, 8-8:30 p.m. 
via Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample. 


Variety. 
Oct. 13 
(All Star Revue.) Comedy. NBC, 8-9 
e 


aimee 
—= 


Television Premieres 


(Oct. . 
Following is a list of shows, either new or returning after a 


summer hiatus, which preem on the four_major television networks 
during the next 10 days (Oct. 3-13): 


3-13) 


Oct. 3 
Celanese Theatre. Drama. ABC, 10-11 p.m. Celanese Corp., 
via Ellington. 
Oct. 4 
Groucho Marx Show. Quiz. NBC, 8-8:30 p.m. DeSoto-Plymouth, 
via BBD&O. 
Oct. 5 


Sterling Drug, 


Schlitz Playhouse of Stars. Drama. CBS, 9-10 p.m. Schlitz, 
via Young & Rubicam. 
Oct. 6 ; 
Jimmy Durante Show. (All Star Revue.) Comedy. NBC, 8-9 


Oct. 7 


NBC, 1-1:30 p.m. Sustaining. 
Hallmark Presents Sarah Churchill. 


5:45-6 p.m. Hall Bros., via Foote, Cone & Belding. 
(Comedy Hour.) 
p.m. Colgate, via Sherman & Marquette, Ted Bates. 

Oct. 
DuMont, 8:30-9 p.m. 


Guest interviews. CBS, 


Comedy. NBC, 8-9 


9 
Curtis Publica- 


CBS, 8-9 p.m. Sustaining. 


4 . 








Wednesday, October 3, 1951 


Time for Reappraisal 


In a relatively short period TV has started to pall. Video fans 
air the same gripes about the mediocre programs after two 
years as they did about pictures after over a quarter-of-a-cen- 
tury. Films are marking a boxoffice comeback; TV is standing 


still, if not retrogressing. 


Video is in for some serious soul-searching and self-examina- 


tion. The sooner the better. 


Too many programs are NSG, 


Audience reaction is lethargic or negative—certainly not as en- 
thusiastic as in the first flush of TV’s vigor. 


Since the show’s the thing, neither a microwave-coaxial nor 
color will gild a wilting lily. If you’ve got the attraction you can 
put it in Siberia and they'll seek it out; if it’s a medley of medioc- 
rity it can stand smack on Times Square and catch only the 


breeze of customers passing by. 


Showmen don’t need any expositions on what’s happening 
with TV as of the moment—or, rather, what is not happening. 
Formulas are the same, be they the highpowered comedic pro- 
grams or the relatively penurious panels. 


Unfortunately for the medium the impact is so socko that the 
audiences soon tire after absorbing so much. In some instances 


the viewers have 


literally become contemptuous 


through 


familiarity with the program content unreeled week after week. 
The eye absorbs so much and so fast that the reservoir of fresh 
material becomes an almost physical and creative impossibility. 
Radio was different—the imagination through the appeal of 
only one faculty, the aural, maintained greater interest over a 
longer period of time. TV is a combination of the aural and the 
visual, and both faculties reject after a short spell what they 


first eagerly accepted. 


Ratings are no longer a criterion. 


They only indicate that 


the number of viewers is the same because of the constantly 


replenishing new setowners. 


It also means that sets in use are 


not the same, because the vet video fan has gone back to pix, or 


gone out of the house for other entertainment. 


Ratings cer- 


tainly don’t tell of the many tune-outs on programs of late— 
and this goes for the biggest shows. 


It’s a challenge therefore, to the new medium’s showmanship 


if TV is to maintain its potency. 


It certainly indicates a neces- 


sity to dare to do the different; to explore new avenues and 


channel new talents for that iconoscope. 


There’s a limit to 


comedians, variety shows, ballets, whodunits, panels, quizzes, 


charades. 
over the deadline. 


That limit is being reached. 


In some\instances it’s 


Sponsors happy over trademark identifica- 


tion won’t be so happy if it gets around that the lookers ain’t 
looking. TV, like radio, is still a medicine show with electronics. 
If they’re not selling nostrums the pitch is for something else, 
but whatever the sugarcoating it is pertinent that the lure had 
better be potent or they won’t stick around for the commercial. 
At least the picture business, sells nothing but entertainment. 
If the film’s value isn’t there they don’t lay it on the line as 


has happened until 


Hollywood buckled-down-Winsocki 


and 


started turning out the recent crop of quality celluloid. TV is 
in the same hazardous position, which is the more dire in por- 


tent considering the relative infancy of the medium. 


NBC Pushing Barry Gray 
Buildup Into Major Web 
Figure; Pact Shift Due 


The Barry Gray buildup into a 
major network personality is ap- 
parently high on the NBC agenda, 
with the WMCA, N. Y., late-night 
gabber already taking over thé role 
of moderator on the Sunday TV 


version of “Author Meets. the 
Critics.” Program, on which Gray 
preemed Sunday (30), has moved 
from its late Sunday night spot into 
the noontime period. 


Finalization of Gray’s integration 
into the AM-TV programming ros- 
ter at NBC will await the conclu- 
sion next June of his current con- 
tract with WMCA and Chandler’s 
46th street, N. Y., restaurant, orig- 
inating point of his midnight to 3 
a.m. broadcast. Meanwhile, NBC 
has an option for a first call on his 
services, with a new radio program 
entry, “Barry Gray’s_ Investiga- 
tions” (patterned along the lines of 
the Kefauver hearings), currently 
being prepped by WNBC, the web’s 
New York flagship. 


PIERMONT JOINS NBC-TV 
AS TALENT CONSULTANT 


Sidney Piermont, a member of 
the Loew’s vaudeville booking 
office for almost 30 years, leaves 
that organization within the next 
two weeks to join NBC-TV as a 
talent consultant. His first duties 
will be concerned with both the 
daytime and evening Kate Smith 
shows. 


Piermont, who joins NBC around 
Oct. 15, started with Loew’s as an 
office boy for Jake Lubin, long- 





time head of the Loew's booking. 


office. He had worked himself up 
to chief booker, and at one time 
handled talent for around 40 Loew 
theatres that played  full-week 
vaudeville. Loew’s currently has 
only ohe house regularly playing 
full-week shows, the Capitol in 
Washington. 


The only organization Piermont 
ever worked for has been Loew's, 


Chi ABC-TV Pacts 








Abel. 





$4,000,000 New Biz 


Chicago, Oct. 2. 

The disparity between Chicago 
as a network television market 
place and as a show originating 
centre, has been underscored again 
by the sales figures registered at 
the ABC-TV eentral division head- 
quarters here. Latest tajly of the 
new and repeat business inked by 
the Chi ABC network TV salesmen 
stands at just a notch below 
$6,000,000 for gross time charges. 

Reflecting the web's strengthened 
position for the just-arrived season, 
nearly $4,000,000 is new revenue, 
according to Chi ABC-TV topper 
James Stirton. The Windy City to- 
tal represents a sizeable hunk of 
ABC’s overall billings and indicates 
the kind of coin funnelled into 
broadcast Media by such Chi-based 
ad agencies as Foote, Cone & Beld- 
ing, Leo Burnett, Tatham-Laird and 
Weiss & Geller. 

Most recent sale wrapped up by 
sales manager Jerry Vernon’s crew 
was the Wednesday night 8:30 to 9 
period, which Rhodes Pharmacal 
purchased, through O'Neil, Larson 
& McMahon. Half-hour will be 
filled, starting Oct. 17, with “The 
Clock” dramatic series. 

All in all, the Chi ABC sales 
force has peddled seven different 
evening time segments this season 
totalling hours weekly. Also moved 
were four daytime periods adding 
up to two hours weekly. 

Renewal business tied up in- 
cludes the Wednesday night 
“Chance of a Lifetime,” bankrolled 
by Bendix; “Life With Linkletter,” 
bankrolled by Green Giant; “Ted 
Mack’s Family Hour,” co-sponsored 
by C. A. Swanson Co. and General 
Mills, and Peters Shoe’s half-hour 
portion of “Super Circus.” 





Keys Newsreel Post 


Philadelphia, Oct. 2. 
Charles J. Keys, a member of 
the WFIL staff since March, 1947, 
has been named director of the 
WFIL-TV television newsreel and 
manager of film production, effec- 
tive as of yesterday. 
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NBC's 40-Second Affliate Reprieve 


NBC has come up with a new “cowcatcher” formula whereby its 
affiliates would be able to sell 40-second announcements to local 


bankrollers immediately preceding 10 network sustainers. 


Plan is 


expected to be announced to stations.today (Wed.). 
According to the plan, 40 seconds will be trimmed from the top 


of the shows, to make room fo 


r the local spots. Courtesy an- 


nouncements or public service messages will be aired on the web 
during the 40-second interval, as a feed for those outlets which 


don’t sell the time. 


Project is one of the moves designed to cement better relations 
with the webs’ outlets, by giving them a chance to pick up addi- 


tional coin. 


Since the stations retain a greater percentage of the 


local and national spot dollar than they do of the network adver- 


tising dollar, and since business 


in both fields is good, the “cow- 


catcher” operation can add to their coffers. 


ee” 











$1,000,000 Payoff Seen in Winchell 
Cash-Stock Deal With ABC, Hudnut 


Walter Winchell has been inked 





by ABC on a lifetime basis, cover- 
ing his services in both radio and 
television and also providing for 
the gabber to act as consultant. In 
a separate pact, Warner-Hudnut, 
WW’s present bankroller, renewed 
the spieler in his 9 p. m. Sunday 
period for a full year, effective 
Dec. 30. 

Hudnut contract, which also 
gives the cosmetic outfit first re- 
fusal on Winchell for TV, will pay 
the gabber $9,000 a week. It grants 
WW an option to buy 10,000 shares 
of Hudnut stock, which Winchell is 
more interested in than cash. Op- 
tion is “assignable and divisable,” 
which means that he can buy the 
stock when he wants to, leave the 
option to his heirs or sell it. Option 
was made for the stock at last 
week’s quotation of $18 a share. 

No stock is involved in the ABC 
deal, although Winchell has_ been 
given to understand that he’d be 
the first ABC artist to get a stock 
deal when and if the proposed 
merger with United Paramount 
Theatres is approved by the FCC. 
The consultant arrangement with 
the web “takes him into the com- 
pany,” a recognition of his many 
years with the chain. 

Under the consultant deal, ABC 
will pay Winchell over $50,000 a 
year for life, regardless of whether 
he is able to broadcast. Figuring 
his life expectancy, the setup is 
worth more than $1,000,000 to WW. 

Gabber’s previous deal with ABC 
called for the web to guarantee him 


Signoff Gets Rating 

In what's believed to be the 
first time in broadcasting, a 
station’s signoff has drawn a 
rating. 

It’s the short, five-minute 
nightly spot on WNBT, NBC- 
TV’s N. Y. flagship, which has 
Mary Kay telling viewers what 
the station will program the 
following day. Spot opposes 
feature films on several other 
Gotham outlets, but nonethe- 
less has drawn a 5.6 rating 
figure. 


FBI, ‘Maugham 
Sponsor Sales In 
CBS Radio Upbeat 


The radio sale upbeat continued 
this week, with CBS finalizing two 
new deals. Bymart (Tintair) has 
negotiated for the return of “Som- 
erset Maugham Theatre” on AM, 
starting Oct. 7. Show goes into 
the Sunday 5:30 to 6 period, pre- 
ceding the web’s “My Friend 
Irma.” Tintair also sponsored the 
program last season in a Saturday 
morning slot, but cancelled out in 
addition to yanking the TV ver- 








$10,000 a week. With the $9,000" sion and moving it over to NBC. 


(Continued on page 43) 


(BS May Expand 
1-Shots to ‘Irma 


“My Friénd Irma” may be the 
next CBS radio show to be offered 
sponsors on a_ special one-shot 
basis, a la Red Skelton. Top web 
spokesman said this week that sev- 
eral potential clients had inquired 
about buying “Irma” that way and 
declared CBS is considering such 
a move. Only thing which might 
prevent it is a firm offer for 13 
weeks’ sponsorship of the show. 

” Final decision to s€il one-shots in 
Irma,” of course, will be based on 
two factors: CBS’ partial success 
to date in dealing with the Skelton 
show in that wy, and its inability 
to sell “Irma” on a regular deal. 
Program, airing this season Sun- 
days from 6 to 6:30 p.m., has been 
minus a client to date, despite CBS’ 
having trimmed the budget to the 
core. MeanWnhile, a new sponsor has 
inked for four weeks on the Skel- 
ton show, starting next February. 
Web had previously sold the show 
for four weeks to Pontiac, which 
Will use it to introduce its new 
line of cars to radio listeners. 


CBS exec reported also that one 
advertiser is interested in buying 
Irma” for five or six weeks this 
fall, and a deal may be worked 
in that way. Such a sale would ap- 
proximate more closely the CBS 
System of selling its sustainers .in 
Package form to individual spon- 
sors, as it does during the summer, 
than it would the skelton deal. 





CBS also pacted Ennds for spon- 
sorship of the Thursday night “FBI 
in Peace and War” on an every- 
other-week basis. Wildroot picks 
up the tab for the alternate weeks. 

Two such major sales in one 
week has been a rarity around the 
networks in recent months, but of 
late there has been increasing 
bankroller interest in the medium. 

CBS this week also pacted with 
North American Van ~ Lines to 
sponsor a new five-minute Sunday 
afternoon show, “Fan Mail.” A 
Howard Blake package originating 
from Hollywood, it will move into 
the 4 to 4:05 p.m. slot starting Oct. 
14. Show will have Jay Stewart 
as emcee interviewing Hollywood 
stars, who will answer queries con- 
tained in letters to the program. 
Agency is Castor. 


Arrid’s ‘City Hospital’ 

Julian Funt, packager of the “Big 
Sister” daytime serial and writer 
on the “Young Doctor Malone” 
strip, has packaged a new show 
called “City Hospital,” a half-hour 
dramatic stanza, which has been 
bought by Arrid for a Saturday aft- 
ernoon CBS series. Program goes 
into the 1:30-2 p. m. slot starting 
Saturday (6). 

Funt will write the series along 
with Robert Newman. Packages 
have been sold for $2,500 a week. 


Donohue & Coe Expands 


Donohue & Coe agency has ab- 
sorbed the Walter Weir agency. 
Weir and several of his associates 
have moved over to D&C. 


Among the latter are David 
Echols, who will be executive vee- 
pee, and Wilber Downes. 
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WEB BLUEPRINTS 
RADICAL CHANGE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


NBC is going after 200 more 
radio stations, designed to improve 
its grass-roots coverage and em- 
brace more small community, non- 
TV areas, it’s been learned by 
VARIETY. 

In the most revolutionary re- 
patterning of a network structure 
in broadcasting annals, keyed to 
the new “TV economy,” NBC is 
drafting an entirely new modus 
operandi for the future, which 
breaks down into three major “re- 
forms.” 

During the past week the net- 
work echelon and the Economic 
Study Group of the:Station Plan- 
ning Advisory Committee, compris- 
ing the key affiliate membership, 
have been in closed session hud- 
dling over the multiplicity of prob- 








lems attending the “NBC: Opera- 
tions Future” formula. 
It’s this formula that will be 


submitted for acceptance among 
the entire affiliate family at the 
upcoming NBC convention in Boca 
Raton, Fla., in late November 
convention that has already stirred 
up more excitement and mterest 





than any previous industry meet in | 


years. Out of it is expected to 





Boca Raton Agenda 

NBC executives last week 
started their preliminary hud- 
dles on setting up the Boca 
Raton, Fla., four-day conven- 
tion agenda, to be held Nov. 
28-Dec. 1. The network has 
taken over all the hotel facili- 
ties for the’ occasion, with a 
record turnout anticipated in 
view of the crucial issues at 
stake. 

Initial day of the convention 
will be devoted to radio, in- 
cluding presentation of the 
recommendations for “NBC's 
Operations Future,” with its © 
all-important proposal for an 
extension of the network to 
include 200 additional  sta- 
tions. Second day will be de- 
voted to television. On the 
third day the affiliates will go 
into action on both the AM 
and TV issues, with the fourth 
day devoted to joint sessions 
for settlement of all differ- 
ences. 





——— 
come a structural revamping of 
network radio and new basic set of 
principles by which affiliates and 
networks can live together, that 
will set a pattern for radio in the 
future. 

Here, in essence, is the three- 
pronged radio formula designed to 
meet TV inroads and, if it meets 
with affiliate membership approval, 
will spark a brand new relation- 
ship between affiliate stations and 
networks: : 

Small Station Prized 


(1) Expansion of the NBC net- 
work to embrace 200 additional 
stations, with NBC suppiementing 
its cream major-market facilities— 
the most enviable lineup among all 
the webs in the 25-year history of 
network broadcasting — with a 
grassroots coverage where the TV 
penetration is not so pronounced. 
This represents the most radical 
reversal of network thinking to 
date, for up to V (for Video) Day, 
the big battle among networks was 
for the major league 50,000-watt 
stations in the bigtime markets. 

But today it’s the small station 
in the non-TV area that’s the prize 
bait for the webs, a situation which 
has cued a growing recognition of 
Mutual’s enviable status with its 
far-flung small market radio cover- 
age. Thus Mutual, with its already 
tailor-made grassroots network, and 
NBC will be slugging it out in the 
hinterlands for major sponsorship 
recognition. Whether or not the 
NBC ascendancy into small market 
coverage will invite a wholesale 
shift of Mutual affiliates to the NBC 
fold, is one of the intriguing as- 
pects of the “new thinking” at 
Radio City. 

(2) An overhauling of the entire 

(Continued on page 43) 





ATIONS F 





OR NBC 








TV Producers Come Into Own As 
Top Comedy, Drama Shows Drain 
List of Available Hep Showmen 





. 

Oops! | 

Trade is commenting on | 
how the new green-facade 


i 
Lever House on Park avenue, 
N. Y., is taking the shape of | 
a mammoth cake of Palmolive | 
soap. 

That's a product out of the | 
rival Colgate house. | 








a} 














On TV Ignoring 


N.Y.-to-L.A. Micro 


Efforts to entice daytime video 
bankrollers into embracing the 
coast-to-coast micro-relay are ap- 
parently proving futile, with virtu- 
ally all clients settling for the 
status quo. On a five-times-a-week 
basis, the extension of New York- | 
originating daytime quarter-hour 
shows to the Coast would mean an 


additional $1,500 hike «in time 
charges. (That's based on $300 per 
quarter-hour.) Clients with 30- 
minute shows would be nicked | 
$3,000 additional. 
The sponsors apparently feel | 


that, in terms of daytime TV, there 
isn't that much to be gained in go- | 
ing coast-to-coast, particularly in 
view of the three-hour differential 
on time. 

On the other hand, nighttime 
programming sponsors are latch- 
ing on to the cross-country spread 
at an accelerated pace, although 
the west-to-east transmissions will 
be considerably fewer numerically. 
While the east-to-west additional 
time tab for an hour nighttime 
show is $1,500, it cost $2,400 more 
for an hour transmission the other 
way. 


CBS-TV SMITTEN BY 
SCIENCE-FICTION BUG 


CBS-TV soars into the realm of 
science-fiction for the first time 
next month via a new half-hour | 
series titled “Out There.’’ Kine- | 
scope audition on the show was | 
finished last week and is now being 
pitched to agencies and potential | 
clients. It will take over the Sun-| 
day 6 to 6:30 p.m. slot, with Oct. 14° 
set as the tentative starting date. | 

CBS hopes to get away from the | 
scientifiction stereotype anent mon- | 
sters from another planet invading 
tl. earth. Instead it will concen- 
trate on the wonders to be found 
when earthmen first leave the con- 
fines of their own world, and the 
web consequently is seeking the | 
best scientifiction stories available. | 
Show will be staged live each week | 
but will use film for the necessary 
special effects. 

Exec producer Donald Davis is | 
supervising the project, with John 
Haggodd producing. Byron Paul di- 
rected the audition kine but, since | 
he also directs “This Is Show | 
Business” Sunday nights, it’s be- | 
tieved CBS will assign the show 
to another staff director. 


Gothamites on the Lam 
Set for WNBC Pickup 


Keyed to its community-slanted 
activities, WNBC, N. Y., is arrang- 
ing for a pickup of New Yorkers 
from all the world capitals. Cap- 
sule comments and interviews with 
the Gothamites abroad will be in- 
tegrated into the station’s daily 
news programs under the station’s 
blanket “‘we-cover-New York-wher- 
ever-New York-may-be” formula. 

In addition, the Tex McCrary 
news show will include wire-record- 
ing pickups of New Yorkers in 
army bases throughout the world. | 














| agencies, 
| America and William Morris, 


Daytime Clients 


| continue 


With 
the 


the advent of television, 
producer has come into his 

He’s the most sought-after 
guy in the TV realm—a far cry 
from the radio days of the $100 a 
week man in the control room. 

Today the TV producer with the 
show biz knowhow can write his 
town ticket and, for the first time 
in broadcast annals, the talent 
chiefly Music Corp. of 
are 
putting as much accent on wrap- 
ping up exclusive contracts with 
key producers as they are with 
performers, 

The list of availabilities on top- 
flight producers is already drained, 
as evidenced by the present scur- 
rying around by Chesterfield to 
latch on to a hep producer for the 
upcoming Sunday night NBC-TV 
series, which will rotate Bob Hope 
with other stars on the NBC com- 
edy roster. NBC has already si- 
phoned off a major chunk of’ the 
availabilities for its multiplicity of 
comedy shows, with the major 
comics, in some instances, insisting 
on an exclusivity for a producer's 
services, 


own 


Since some of these are on a 
onee-a-month basis, it means shell- 


|ing out top coin to make it finan- 


cially worth while for a producer 
to continue. Some shoWs' even 
have two producers—one for the 
comedy segments and another for 


the dramatic inserts—as in the case 
of the Wednesday night Kate 
Smith show on NBC-TV, which has 
pacted Albert McCleery just to 
handle the drama vignettes out of 
a separate studio while Barry 
Wood (with an assist from Ted 
Collins) is in as regular producer. 


While NBC has the jump on 
committing producers to exclusiv- 
itics on shows, because certain 
comics will only work with cer- 
tein producers, the majority of 
them prefer to work freelance. 
If it’s a case of doing a major show 
ior $1,500 without screen credit or 
for $900 with a credit tagline, 
inmost of them today will take the 
short end of the money, recogniz- 
ing a value of important credits as 
the agencies, networks and clients 
their jockeying for the 
right guys. Once he’s established, 
money's no object with the client. 


Hadacol Proves No 
Tonic to B casters 


Number of broadcasters carrying 
their spot campaigns for Hadacol 
are worrying about uncollected 
bills which in some cases go as far 
back as five to six months. Their 
anxiety stem§ from the fact that 
the firm has been sold and with a 
renorted $4,000,000 owed to some 
8,000 creditors. 

One southern broadcaster, own- 
er of four small stations, has 





| $25,000 worth of bills still unpaid. 


Others who have not yet been paid 
said that when they dunned 
Louisiana state senator Dudley J. 
LeBlanc’s outfit, they were told 
“cancel out the .business if you 
don’t trust us.” Fearing that can- 
cellation would lose them chance 
of future Hadacol income, some 
outlets continued their plugging 
for the dietary supplement. At 
least one station rep, who handles 
six outlets with Hadacol biz, has 
repeatedly counseled his clients in 
recent weeks to drop the Hadacol 
business until back bills are paid. 


Rep hit at the Hadacol business 
because some of it was made in 
bulk deals which cut rates and be- 
cause some of it was placed direct, 
without ad agencies or station reps 
getting commissions. Some time 
was bought through the Majestic 
agency of Houston. 


Hadacol folded in Texas recently. 


— 
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WLTV, Atlanta’s Third Station, 


VARIETY. 
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Takes to Air in 6 Weeks, for Record 





Atlanta, Oct.2. + 


WLTY, nation’s 108th station and 
Atlanta’s third, went on the air 
Sunday (30) on Channel 8, vacated 


by WSB-TV, which took over Chan- 


nel 2. 
WLTV skipped the dedicatory 


services, but WSB-TV celebrated | 


its switch with hoopla, including a 


program participated in by son. | 


Herman Talmadge, Mayor William 
B. Hartsfield, Fulton County Com- 
mission Chairman Tom Camp and | 
officials of Atlanta Newspapers, | 
Inc., owners and operators of WSB- | 
FY, | 

Although WLTV has an affilia- 
tion with the ABC video netwoyk, | 
it will be 28 days before the new | 
station will be on the air with any | 
“live” shows: Actually, WLTV got | 
on the air only nine days after | 
getting its license. This stemmed 
from the fact that granting of the 
license was in dispute in a hassle 
before the Federal Communications | 
Commission. 


Presence of the nation’s 108th 
license, issued before FCC’s freeze, 
emanated from merger in June, 
1950, of the Atlanta Journal, after- 
noon newspaper, and the Constitu- 
tion, morning sheet. Atlanta News- 
papers, Inc., was organized as the 
company to own and operate both 
rags. Journal owned and operated 
WSB-TV, AM & FM, NBC affili- 
ates, and Constitution owned and 
operated WCON-AM .& FM, ABC 
mouthpieces, and held license for 
WCON-TYV, which was due to take 
the air about the time the merger 
of the papers was effected. 


Willlam T. Lane is veepee and 
general manager of WLTV. Walter 
C. Sturdivant is president of Broad- 
casting, Inc., the new station’s op- 
erating company. Lane came to 
Atlanta from Syracuse, N.Y., where 
he was general manager or part 
owner of WAGE. Prior to his 
radio affiliation he had his own 
advertising agency in Syracuse. 


WLTV is telecasting on Channel 
8, but is scheduled to switch to 
Channel 11 under the FCC’s real- 
location plan. Since it actually 
had no license while cable time 
was being allocated for this quar- 
ter, it must wait 28 days before it 
can present “live” programs fed 
out by the network. Lane esti- 
mates that his station will carry 
around 16 hours of ABC commer- 
cial programs per week after Nov. 
1. Meanwhile, WLTV is showing 
most of the ABC programs via 
kinescope recordings. . 


All in ail, getting WLTV on the 
air from scratch within a period of 
six weeks must constitute some 
sore of record. Personnel num- 
bers 31. Arch Ragan, formerly 
with Fort Industry, Inc., is com- 
mercial manager; Roger O. Van 
Duzer, formerly with WMBR, Jack- 








sonville, is program director. 


Hub Recruits TV 
To Solve Murders 


Boston, Oct. 2. 

On the heels of the current 
crime wave in the Hub area, state 
and city police are turniag to TV 
in an attempt to crack several un- 
solved murders with result WBZ- 
TV has skedded a series of 30- 
minute programs to hit the air this 
weekend (6) tabbed “Public Prose- 
cutor.¥ During the series, a po- 
lice chief of a neighboring citv or 
town will present all known facts 
concerning a specific crime, with 
hopes that a viewer might come up 
with some hitherto unknown info. 
As an added incentive for viewers 
to be alerted to clues, the Gott 
Bottling Co., bankrollers of the 
series, will award $500 to anyone 
whose testimony or clues result in 
apprehension and conviction of the 
person guilty of the murder +tele- 
vised on the “Public Prosecutor” 
program. 

WNAC-TV carried a special 15- 
minute telecast last week, during 
which all clues and facts regarding 
the recent murder of a State 
Trooper were passed along to 
viewers by State Police officials, 
who urged public's cooperation in 
tracking down the murderer. While 





doubtedly will cooperate with 


lice officials whenever needed. stad 

















Murphy a Crosley V.P. 


Cincinnati, Oct. 2. 

John Thomas Murphy, who 
started as a page boy for NBC 
back in 1930, has been elected vice 
president in charge of television 
operations for the Crosley Broad- 
casting Corp. 

Murphy resigned from NBC sev- 
eral years ago to join Crosley, 
with its three-way Ohio spread, 
including WLW-T, Cincinnati; 
WLW-D in Dayton, and WLW-C 
in Columbus. 

Crosley Corp. also elected Kieran 
T. Murphy, gontroller, a veepee 
and appointed Harry Mason Smith, 
v.p. in charge of WLW sales, as 
vice-president in charge of Crosley 
Broadcasting Corp. sales. In addi- 
tion to the Ohio network, Crosley 
owns WINS, New York. 


FCC to Witness 
RCA Color Test 


Washington, Oct. 2. 

Members of the FCC will witness 
the new RCA color system for the 
first time here next Tuesday (9), 
when the system will be shown to 
the FCC, other Government of- 
ficials and members of Congress. 
Demonstrations to be held three 
times daily for 10 days will com- 
prise color shows transmitted from 
New York to Washington via 
coaxial cable and: microwave relay. 

(In N. Y., RCA will invite the 
public to watch tiie demonstrations 
for the first time, at the Center 
Theatre and the Johnny Victor 
Theatre in the RCA Exhibition 
Hall. Last series of color shows 
in N. Y. were confined to agency 
execs, potential advertisers and the 
press.) 

A preliminary closed-circuit test 
of the transmissions was made here 
Sept. 20 for Brig. Gen. David Sar- 
noff, RCA board chairman, and 
other company brass. Gen. Sarnoff 
said the trial run proved that the 
company’s color system could have 
been transmitted successfully across 


the country over the new east-west 
relay. 








DENNIS DAY, CBS 
DICKER FOR AM-TV 


Dennis Day, who had his own 
radio show on NBC last season, 
may wind up on CBS exclusively 
for both AM and video this year. 
CBS is currently dickering with 
the tenor for a weekly half-hour 
show on both AM and TY, both of 
which would start before New 
Year’s if the deal goes through. 

While the radio show would 
probably have a situation comedy 
format, CBS hopes to build a revue- 
type program for TV, similar to 
that currently done by Alan Young 
but tailored to Day’s talents. Day 
continues, of course, in the cast of 
Jack Beriny’s CBS radio show. 


CBS Record TV 
Budget in Bid To 


Evolve Patterns 


While televisiom guest fees in 
many cases are pushing program 
costs up to unprecedented heights, 


the networks are doing everything 
possible to hold the line on other 
budgetary factors, CBS-TV prexy 
J. L. Van Volkenburg said this 
week. He also revealed that he 
has just signed the biggest three- 
month budget in the web’s history 
for the final quarter this year and 
that CBS, despite its near-SRO 
nighttime status, is still trying to 
develop new formats and program 


ideas to replace some shows now 
on the air. 


“We afe not stopping our search 
for new ideas just because we’re 
almost sold out,” the web chief 
said. “If we find a program that 
we think may be stronger than one 
now on the air, we'll try to find.a 
place for it.” He said the web prac- 
tice would be to present such shows 
to current sponsors first, on the as- 
sumption that they might want to 
replace their present programs. He 
emphasized, moreover, that the new 
program need not necessarily be a 
CBS house package, adding that 
CBS will try to spot any show 
which it thinks offers more possi- 


bilities than one currently on the 
schedule, 


As for program and production 
costs, Van Volkenburg underlined 
that the area of high guest fees is 
the exception, rather than the rule. 
He conceded, though, that the cost 
of talent is the biggest factor push- 


(Continued on page 46) 











Radio Premieres 


(Oct, 
Following is a list of shows, 


¢ Halls of Ivy. 

Young & Rubicam. 

Mystery Theatre. Mvysteries. 
via Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample 

Casebook of Gregory Hood. 
taining. 

Groucho Marx Show. 
via BBD&O. 

Bing Crosby Show. Variety. 
via Cunningham & Walsh. 

Red Skelton Show. Comedy. 
one-shot basis.) 





this was a “one-shot,” station un- | 


10:30 p.m. Sustaining. 


. Richard Diamond. Mystery. 
sty. 
Roy Rogers Show. 
Foods, via Benton & Bowles. 
Musicland, U.S.A. Music. 
Martin & Lewis Show. 
Operation Tandem.) 


Duffy’s Tavern. 
tion Tandem.) 
Paul Weston Show, Music. 


Give and Take. 


City Hospital. 
SSC&B. 
Vaughn Monroe Show. 


Talent Search, Country Style. 
taining. 


Drama. CBS, 


Frankie Laine Show. 


Music. 
via Grant Advertising. 








via Ted Bates. 


Barrie Crane, Confidential Investigator. 


Adventure. 


Our Miss Brooks, Situation comedy. 


3-13) 
either new or returning after a 


summer hiatus, which preem on the four major radio networks 
during the next 10 days (Oct. 3-13): 


Oct. 3 
Situation comedy. NBC, 8-8:30 p.m. Schlitz, via 


ABC, 8-8:30 p.m. Sterling Drug, 


Mystery. ABC, 8:30-9 p.m. Sus- 
Quiz. NBC, 9-9:30 p.m. DeSpto-Plymouth, 


CBS, 9:30-10 p.m. Chesterfield, 
CBS, 9-9:30 p.m. (Sold on special 


Mystery. NBC, 10- 


Oct. 5 


ABC, 8-8:30 p.m. Camels, through 


NBC, 8-8:30 p.m. General 


CBS, 8:15-9 p.m. Sustaining. 
Comedy. 


NBC, 8:30-9 p.m. (Sold via 


Big Time. Music. CBS, 9-9:30 p.m. Sustaining. 
Comedy. NBC, 9-9:30 p.m. 


(Sold via Opera- 


CBS, 9:30-10 p.m. Sustaining. 
Oct. 6 
Audience participation. 
Cannon Mills, via Young & Rubicam. 


CBS, 11:30 a.m.-noon. 


1:30-2 p.m. Carter Products, via 


CBS, 7:30-8 p.m. Camels, via Esty. 


Music, NBC, 9-9:30 p.m. Sus- 


t. 7 
CBS, 4:30-5 p.m. U. S. Army, 


CBS, 6:30-7 p.m. Colgate, 


Bergen-McCarthy Show. Comedy. CBS, 8-8:30 p.m. Coca- 
| Cola, via D'Arcy. 
Hollywood Stars on Stage. Drama. ABC, 9:30-9:55 p.m. Ron- 

son, via Grey. 


Indie Packagers Beef as Networks 
Shave Program Prices; 2G Now Tops 





Barber on a Bicycle 


CBS sport chief Red Barber 
was probably the busiest an- 
nouncer in the business last week- 
end, what with his ‘Football 
Roundup” for the web Saturday 
afternoon and his coverage of the 
Brooklyn Dodgers’ baseball game 
for WMGM, N. Y. indie station. 
Barber called the Dodger game 


from Philadelphia Friday night 
(28) and returned to N. Y. the same 
night to handle the three-hour 
“Roundup” Saturday afternoon. He 
then returned to Philly in time to 
do the Dodger game Saturday 
night. He was also slated to tee 
off ‘“‘Take Another Look” via CBS- 
TV Sunday afternoon, but turned 
that job over to Vin Scully in or- 
red to stick with the Dodgers Sun- 
ay. 


4 Indies Shed Reps, 
Set Up Own Office 


Chicago, Oct. 2. 
Four indie stations are casting 
off their station representatives to 
set up combined sales offices in 
Gotham and Chicago. Stations are 
WMCA, N. Y., WIND, Chi, WLOL, 


Minneapolis, and KIOA, Des 
Moines. 


Venture is masterminded by 
Ralph Atlass, WIND general man- 
ager and WLOL and KIOA prexy. 
He’s also associated with WMCA 
in a consultant capacity. 


WMCA previously was repped by 
Free & Peters; WIND by Katz; 
WLOL by Blair, and KIOA by 
Raymer. New outfit, tagged AM 
Radio Sales, will get underway by 
Nov. 1. Wilmot Losee, who pre- 
viously was with WINS, N. Y., will 
head the Gotham office. Chi topper 
hasn’t been selected yet. 


CBS’ THEATRE LEASE 
IN N.Y. TV EXPANSION 


CBS-TV,_in a new move to hold 
down production costs, has inked a 
five-year lease on the Monroe The- 
atre, a former film house on Man- 
hattan’s east side, where it will 
retain standing sets on three of its 
cross-the-board daytime programs. 
In that way the cost of striking a 
set after each performance to make 
way for another show, which has 
long been a budgetary problem, 
will be eliminated. 

New system is made possible by 
the fact that the Monroe, at 76th 
Street and First Avenue, has 8,100 
square feet of usable floor space, 
making it the largest studio theatre 
operated by CBS-TV in the east. 
Sets for the daytime strips can be 
kept standing in different corners 
of the studio, making it possible to 
air the shows back-to-back if nec- 
essary. All three will be struck 
Saturday mornings, however, to 
make way for the Fred Waring 
show, which moves to the Monroe 
from its former origination site 
at the Town Theatre, 55th Street 
and Ninth Avenue. Waring show 
will. require the entire studio, and 
the sets for the daytime strips will 
be set up again Sunday nights in 
time for Monday’s airings. 

New CBS studio, incidentally, is 
directly across the street from the 
web's scenery dock, where it’ stores 
most of its sets, props, costumes, 
etc. No saving is possible because 
of that factor, however, since the 
unions will still require the sets to 
be trucked across the street. 


Tint Film Over CBS 


California Light Opera Co.’s 16m 
tinted version of “H. M. S. Pina- 
fore,” which was lensed at the 
Republic Studio, will be the first 
pastelized pic to be telecast on the 
CBS color net. Film will be shown 
Saturday (6) on the CBS outlets 
in N. Y., Washington, Baltimore 
and Boston where, in all, a total 
of about 200 receivers are equipped 
to pick up the color images. 

Feature, which runs 74 minutes, 
was booked by Hoffberg Produc- 
tions, indie distributor. CBS on 
Oct. 15 starts using color pix in 
two half-hour programs daily for 














the four-station network. 


. 


— + Current situation in radio, de- 


spite renewed bankroller support 
for the medium, has pushed pro- 
gram prices down to a point which 
has independent packagers squawk- 
ing. While the network time 
charges were cut 15%, the show- 
packagers complain that the webs 
have axed price tags for talent to 
a much greater degree. 


A survey of program depart- 
ments at the chains reveals that 
the average price for a sustaining 
half-hour dramatic vehicle is $1,- 
500-$2,000, with the figure for com- 
mercial airing of the entry going 
up to $2,500-$3,500. 

The hard-pressed packagers are 
getting some help from the nets, 
which are contributing facilities, 
staff scripters, house musicians, an- 
nouncers and directors. This aid is 
helping the outside producers make 
ends meet on the reduced nuts. 


While packagers have been try- 
ing to resist the pressure, the 
chains are standing firm behind 
“take it or leave it” offers. They 
flatly state that prices have to be 
“realistic.” 

One coneession being made is 
giving the package houses the op- 
tion of taping their shows. Almost 


(Continued on page 44) 


Weintraub Axes 


Sat. TV Block 


Three shows launched this spring 
by the Weintraub agency on ABC- 
TV in an hour-long Saturday morn- 
ing block are exiting... Meanwhile 
the web has inked two new evening 
sponsors, Amm-i-Dent and Rhodes. 


“Two Girls Named Smith,” 
backed by B. T. Babbitt, leaves the 
12 noon period on Oct. 13. In its 
place General Mills will install 
the new “Betty Crocker Show,” 
which will have a production budg- 
et of $15,000, a higher nut than 
previously has been allocated for 
a daytime stanza on Saturdays. 
Airer, handléd by Dancer-Fitzger- 
ald-Sample, had previously been 
skedded for a 1 p. m. slot. 

“Faith Baldwin Theatre of Ro- 
mance,” sponsored by Maidenforti 
bras, goes off Oct. 20, and “I Cover 
Times Square,” bankrolled by Sea- 
man Bros. (Air-Wick), departs Oct, 
13. Latter two stanzas alternate 
in the 12:30 p. m. period. 

Rhodes Pharmacal has bought 
the Wednesday 9:30 time on ABC- 
TV, for “The Clock,” show which 
has had runs on NBC-TV. Airer, 
produced by Rosenberg & White, 
was placed through O’Neil, Larson 
& McMahon to start Oct. 17. Wil- 
liam Stier will direct. 

Amm-i-Dent (Block Drug) has 
bought “Crime With Father,” which 











started on the network as a suse. 


tainer last month. It will remain 
in the Friday 9 p. m. period. Show 
is Block’s second tele whodunit; 
dentifrice backs ‘“‘Danger” on CBS- 
TV. Agency is Cecil & Presbrey. 


NBC’s N.Y. Key Heavy 
On Ziv Transcriptions 


' Four transcribed series of the 
F. W. Ziv Co. were bought by 
WNBC, Gotham flagship of NBC. 
Airers are “Bright Star,” with Irene 
Dunne and Fred MacMurray; 
“Bold Venture,” with Layren Ba- 
call and Humphrey Bogart; “Favor- 
ite Story,” Ronald Colman starrer; 
and “Guy Lombardo Show.” 

“Venture” has been resold by 
WNEC to Nu-Pax, a Somnyl Phar- 
macal Co. sedative, via Emil Mogul 
for 52 weeks. Airer starts Sunday, 
Oct. 21, at 5:30-6. p. m. 


‘WNBT Cuts Morgan 
5-Min. Cross-Board Kine 


WNBT, N. Y., has cut a kine 
audition of a five-minute, cross- 
the-board show with Henry Mor- 
gan, It’s planned to slot the briefie 
in the 5:25 to 5:30 time, Monday 
through Friday, although the deal 
hasn’t been fina as yet. 

Station feels it’s hit on the right 
video formula for Morgan, who will 
do a daily gabbing routine on such 
items as “How To Fix a Trolley 











Car,” ete. 
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Kickback Racket - 


Complaints of kickbacks within 


no little anxiety among agency execs in recent weeks. 
projection of the TV kickback racket is said to stem from negotia- 
tions with some of the indie producers who are engaged in the 


filming of video commercials. 


Within the past year or so literally hundreds of such indie film 


producers have sprung up both in 


in a desperate bid for business it’s reported that a number of them 
have been enticing some of the lesser agency echelon into accept- 


ing kickbacks for the privilege of 
: Since TV’s emergence into the 


finger-pointing at alleged kickbacks on talent-property acquisi- 


tions, ete., but thus far nothing approaching a full-scale scandal 
has hit the industry. 








They Ain't Pitchmen, But Entertainers, 
Say Backers of AM-TV Spielers 


BY HOWARD BURMAN + 


agency circles have been causing 
Chiefly, the 
New York and on the Coast, and 


doing business with the agency. 
bigtime, there has been periodic 





Baltimore, Oct. 2. 

Those 15 and 30 minutes of 
straight talk on behalf of a hair 
shampoo and a “vitamin-mineral 
dietary supplement,” now being 
aired on some 193 AM and 29 video 
outlets across the country through 
TV Advertising Associates, Inc., 
here, are strictly “entertainment.” 
You could take the final four min- 
utes' of the program, say the spon- 
sors, dor a distinct straight-out 
sales* talk to successfully market 
anything. 

That’s the answer Charles D. 
Kasher, president, and Allen C. 
Kaye-Martin, general manager, of 
TV Associates, make to recent 
newspaper columns attacking the 
programs as solid pitch. And they 
boast of a raft of fan letters from 
delighted listeners and viewers to 
prove their point. They also claim 
urgent requests from top ad agen- 
cies for a similar treatment on t-e- 
half of some blue chip accounts. 
There are plenty of orders too, 
they say, and at two and three 
bucks a throw for the shampoo, 
and $5 and $10 for the vitamins. 

Kasher, a former store demon- 
strator, and Kaye-Martin, an ad- 
vertising exec -with a youthful fling 
at the stage charged up to his 
salad days, have garnered a hep 
troupe of former pitchmen, auc- 
tioneers and storemen, including 
such compelling spellbinders as 
Richard Lewellyn, Paul Bedell, Sid 
Hassman and David Klein, and 
they have developed a series of 
platters and films on behalf of 
Charles Antell, Inc., for the “For- 
mula No. 9 Lanolin Shampoo,” and 
National Health Aids of Baltimore, 
which markets the “NHA Complex 
Vitamin Mineral Dietary Supple- 
ment.” Boys work live too. 

Move Products Fast 

Object of the current air cam- 
paign is to get the products on 
store shelves and moving across 
the counter, says Kaye-Martin, and 
they have accomplished their goals 
in Philadelphia, Washington and 
Detroit already. In Philadelphia 
they are using the Westinghouse 
station, KYW, airings of the Tem- 
ple University football games at 


(Continued cn page 42) 


Faye, Robert @. 
Rating Casualties? 


On the assumption that “you can 
fight strength only with strength,” 
several shows currently bucking 
the top-rated programs on the air 
may feel the sponsor’s axe within 
the next month or so. Among those 
reportedly earmarked for scuttling 
are Faye Emerson’s “Wonderful 
Town” and Robert Q. Lewis’ 
“Show Goes On,” both CBS entries 
which are stacked directly opposite 
NBC’s “Your Show of Shows,” a 
consistent top-10’er. 

CBS spokesmen declared this 
week that there are enough view- 
ers across the country now to 
support two bigtime shows, if both | 
have sufficient drawing power. 
They cited Ed Sullivan’s “Toast 
of the Town” and NBC’s “Colgate 
Comedy Hour,” both of which are 
aired Sunday nichts at 8 and both 





That’s My Pop 

Contest sponsored by RCA 
early this year on guessing the 
date when the coast-to-coast 
micro-relay would be com- 
pleted was won by 16-year-old 
Virginia Poppele, daughter of 
Jack Poppele, WOR, N. Y., 
engineering v. p. She came 
within 30 hours of the actual 
launching time. 


Miss Poppele, whose guess 
was for an opening consider- 
ably earlier than estimates by 
the experts, won an all-ex- 
penses-paid trip to Hollywood 
and an RCA television re- 
ceiver. 








ALA Moves to End 
Rift on TV Control; 
Plans Full Revamp 


Steps to leal the breach be- 
tween factions on jurisdiction for 
video scripters was taken last 
week at the Authors League Coun- 
cil. Latter passed a series of reso- 
lutions seeking cessation of hos- 
tilities. 


Battle has been chiefly between 
the Radio Writers and Screen 
Writers guilds. After RWG left 
the National Television Confer- 
ence last July, when its demand 
for dissolution of the Television 
Writers Group was nixed, the NTC 
recommended that the entire 
structure of the League be revised. 
In the interim it gave tele juris- 
diction to the SWG on the Coast 
and to TWG in the east. That led 
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THE 


AFTERNOON’ 





NIGHTTIME AURA, 
TOP ATTRACTIONS 


The daytime television _ picture 
represents a radical departure from 
radio. The application of “night- 
time thinking” into daytime TV in 
regards to big-league variety-slant- 
ed programs and projection of per- 
sonalities becomes more and more 
pronounced. If the housewife has 
a craving for visual soap operas, it 
is neither reflected in the present 
day Nielsens nor in the ambitious 
programming formulas being blue- 
printed by the video entepreneurs. 

In sharp contrast to only a year 
ago, when agencies and networks 
alike were crying: “Show us the 
right TV soap opera pattern; that’s 
what the hausfrau still wants,” the 
tables appear to be reversed. There 
have been some isolated stabs at 
integrating the daytime serial for- 
mat into daytime TV, with such as- 
sorted items as CBS’ “First Hun- 
dred Years” and NBC’s “Miss Su- 
san,” but they haven't created 
much of a stir. 

The housewife with her multiple 
chores, it would seem, wants her 
TV distractions on a “catch as catch 
can” basis, and the single-minded 
concentration on _ sight-and-sound 
weepers doesn’t jibe with her 
household schedule. That’s why the 
radio soapers continue their wide 
audience pull (allowing for. the in- 
roads in major TV areas), for AM’s 
“sound only” escapism remains, 
now as 15 years ago, the ideal meth- 
od eof “getting-away-from-it-all” 
presentation. 

Daytime TV, instead, has gone 
“show business” in a big way; in 
some respects.even more variety- 
conscious that nighttime, when an 
approximate 40% of the program- 
ming is channelled into dramatic- 
adventure-mysterioso (talk) fare. 

The daytime TV kingpins, both 
in terms of audience acceptance 
and sponsor lure, are Kate Smith 
(with her SRO for a second sea- 
son); Garry Moore (with his $6,- 
000,000 billings intake for CBS); 
Steve Allen, Bert Parks, Bill Good- 
win, the new Don Ameche-Frances 
Langford hour show on ABC-TV— 
all names with a former stake in 
the big-league night time speetrum. 
They’re all geared to the “take it 
awhile, leave it awhile” school of 
entertainment projection and prac- 
tically all are reaping a bonanza 
for the networks. 

Also in the Morning 

The same thinking is carrying 
over into morning video, as well. 
Arthur Godfrey’s 90-minute radio 
showcase with its multiple sponsors 
is getting ready for the simulcast 
treatment with clients ehamping at 
the TV bit. Even the NBC early- 
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‘We Did It and We're Glad’ Sez 
NBC on ‘Big Show’ Europe Junket 





+ 


—And Keep Calling 

Arthur Godfrey, on his CBS 
“Talent Scouts” simulcast Mon- 
day night (1), requested his 
audience not to call CBS head- 
quarters in N. Y. to learn the 
score of the Brooklyn Dodgers- 
N. Y. Giants playoff games. In 
deadpan style, Godfrey pointed 
out the calls swamped the CBS 
switchboard, thereby slowing 
down network operations. 


“If you have to call some- 
body,” he said, “I'll give you 
a number. It’s ClIrcle 7-8300.” 

That's NBC. 


TV Industry Plays 
Ballin N.Y. Playoff 
On Dodgers-Giants 


Virtually the entire television 
industry was forced to cooperate 
Monday (1) to bring viewers from 
coast-to-coast the first baseball 
game in history to be televised 
from N. Y. to L. A. With CBS 
gaining rights to the first National 
League playoff .game Monday be- 
tween the N. Y. Giants and Brook- 
lyn Dodgers, NBC gave up its hold 
on its part of the new micro-relay 
in return for CBS granting NBC 
an okay to utilize its part of the 
relay channel yesterday (Tues.) 
and today. 

ABC and WOR-TV, N. Y. indie, 
also took part in the cooperative 
process. American Tobacco orig- 
inally attempted to get the play- 
off series, hoping to do business 
with NBC, but then nixed the idea 
on the assumption there would be 
no time to publicize it. Since 
WOR-TV which has carried the 
Dodger home schedule this season, 
has no network and thus no wire 
connections to American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph headquarters 
(from where the pickup could be 
put on the net), WOR. prez Theo- 
dore Streibert offered the web 
rights to ABC, on the assumption 
that it would be a simple opera- 
tion to connect WOR-TV_ with 
ABC-TV, which have neighboring 








| years. 


Although NBC’s “Big Show” 
London origination got a bitter re- 
ception in some segments of the 
British press, producer-director 
Dee Engelbach told Variety the 
overseas junket was well worth 
the effort. 

Trek to England enabled the 
show to use Sir Laurence Olivier 
and Vivian Leigh in a preview of 
their “Caesar and Cleopatra” for 
American audiences; vocalist Vera 
Lynn, whom NBC has invited to 
come to the States in January; and 
to air the singing debut of actor 
George Sanders, who as a result of 
his “Big Show” vocalization has 
been offered a.concert in Royal 
Festival Hall. 

Similarly, the show transcribed 
in France for beaming here Sun- 
day (7) was able to get good color 
and put a slice of Parisian night- 
life on tape. Trip made’ possible 
the addition of Gallic stars Fer- 
nand Gravet, Francoise Rosay, 
Georgeo Alsam and Georges Guet- 
ary, Engelbach said. In adgition, 
it gave Paris its first public appear- 
ance of Josephine Baker in two 
Besides the “Big Show” 
regulars—Tallulah Bankhead, Fred 
Allen, Meredith Willson, etc.—the 
Paris editiog offered Joan Fontaine 
(who came’ from England) and Wil- 
liam Gargan (en route from the 
U. S. A.). 

Barrington’s Kudo 

While some of the British critics 
panned the show as too sentimental 
or too expensive, some welcomed 
the sample of Yankee radio tech- 
niques. Jonah Barrington, in the 
Daily Mail, cited the stanza as a 
fine model of tailoring interviews 
to a celeb, getting humor from the 
art of insult with the audience 
laughing with, rather than at, the 
victim, and as a noteworthy demon- 
tration of “speed, timing and pol- 
ish.” Barrington said that “Big 
Show” had “brought radio back,” 
by getting people to talk about 
AM. 

Even though news space is at a 
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Set Top Talent For 
Steel's ‘Guild Airer 








studios. 

When ABC prez Robert Kintner 
started to clear stations, however, 
it was found that CBS already had 
snared the rights (presumably 
through the efforts of Red Barber, 
CBS sports chief, who has called 
all Dodger games this season on 
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The New Economy—H wood Style 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 

The face on the cutting room 
floor, the doomed hope of a thou- 
sand actors, is no longer a clutter 
of tangled celluloid consigned to 
the consuming blaze of a back lot 
pyre. This destiny of a cruel fate 
will be spared the hopefuls in 
greasepaint, thanks to television 
and its devouring demands in the 
days to come when 2,000 transmit- 
ters will rise over the country’s 
landscape to be fed the remnants 
of whatever Hollywood can give or 
spare. 

Adopting a variant paraphrased 
from an old western legend, 
“there’s gold in them thar scraps,” 
the men who keep vigil over the 
ledgers in the sprocket plants have 
seized upon the new economy with 
packing house efficiency, the ir- 
reducible minimum of _ waste. 
“We're burning up the profits,” 
said one watchdog of the ex- 
chequer, and the cry has been 
taken up by indie and major alike. 
A normal over-shooting of 20,000 
feet could be made to fit well the 
needs of TV for a half-hour sub- 
ject, perhaps not today but against 
the time when the wedding of the 
arts reaches the anniversary stage. 

It was a television producer with 
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vision, however, who brought this. 





new facet of economics to the at- 
tention of the studios. He is Frank 
Ferrin, who salvaged more than 
100,000 feet of completed film from 
the teevee series, “Smilin’ Ed’s 
Gang,” now repeating its earlier 
run on the megacycle circuit. What 
Ferrin put away for another day 
is animal footage shot in the com- 
pound at Thousand Oaks on the 
outskirts of Hollywood. He paid 
the price of pioneering in the new 
medium but is confident it will at 
last pay off. What he lost in tele- 
vision, said to be around $50,000, 
he is hopeful of recouping in pic- 
tures. Hollywood film makers are 
working on a reversal of his tack. 
The Long Gamble 

To wipe out his loss Ferrin is 
gambling $250,000. By now he has 
arrived in India with a crew from 
Hollywood for six weeks of shoot- 
ing “Ghanga” in the elephant 
country. The footage assembled 
there, to be processed in Techni- 
color, will be integrated and edited 
with the overage from the “Smilin’ 
Ed” teevee film for a feature length 
theatrical release. The project is 
two-pronged; television will come 
later. 

Studio heads must reason that 
what work- for TV can work for 


pictures. What Ferrin took out of | 


television to put into a picture can 
advantageously be applied reverse- 
ly. It is no closed circuit secret 
that the smaller picture producers 
are eyeing TV revenue once their 
product is out of the runs. The 
word “residual” has come to take 
on a new and fiscally important 
meaning to film makers. That a 
picture can have-as many runs in 
TV as in theatres is no recent dis- 
covery. The “Hopalongs” and Eng- 
lish imports have already been 
around four or five times. Feature 
films bring their biggest revenue 
from continuing runs; new stations 
will open up new markets and the 
mounting volume of home receivers 
stabilizes price levels. 

If Ferrin comes out on his ex- 
periment the die will be cast. Take 
what you've got, back it up with 
authentic locale and background 
and get it out in the market. Fer-. 
rin had his distribution setup for 
theatrical release arranged before 
he packed for India, assuring him 
a fairly safe return on his invest- 
ment. What he hopes to eventually 
wrap around the spools is a modern 
version of the old Martin Johnson 
wild animal pictures. The differ- 
ence will be in a story line. The 
Sabu of yesterday will be the 
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Top array of legit and film talent 
has been set for this fall on U. S. 
Steel’s “Theatre Gui!d On the Air” 
program, in sponsor’s bid for top 
ratings, and NBC network's plan 
to strengthen its Sunday night 
roster. 

Biggest pluni are two appear- 
ances set for the unts, who’ll do 
no other radio shows than this 
series. Legit pair will do Shaw’s 
“Pygmalion” Oct. 21, which they 
did on Broadway for the Theatre 
Guild 25 years ago, and not since, 
with Alfred Lunt as Professor Hig- 
gins and his wife Lynn Fontanne 
as Eliza Doolittle. The Lunts will 
also do the premiere airing of their 
last Broadway show, “I Know My 
Love,” with date not yet set. 

Joan Fontaine has been set “for 
two fall dates, in “Main Street,” 
which she played in last Sunday 
(30), and in “The Major and the 
Minor.” opposite Ray Milland, Oct. 
14. Rosalind Russell and Burgess 
Meredith will star in “Skylark” 
Oct. 28. Claudette Colbert will 
appear “Twentieth Century” 
Nov. 4. 

Steel has been hypoing the show 


in 


}this season with an extra-heavy ad 


and promotion campaign, although 
its budget on the show itself is the 
same as last season. It leaves 
casting of the shows to the Theatre 
Guild, which does the anglifig for 
the star talent. 

There’s been talk of Steel spon- 
soring the Guild show on TV, but 
outfit has no such plans at present. 
Under present arrangements, the 
Guild is a free agent and could get 
another backer for a TV version 
if it wished. Guild has shad a 
couple of offers, which it has 
turned down: It would like to win 
Steel over to a TV version, but so 
ifar the latter hasn't evinced enough 
interest, ' 
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THE BIG SHOW 

With Tallulah Bankhead, Fred Al- 
len, Portland Hoffa, Beatrice 
Lillie, Jack Buchanan, Laurence 
Olivier, Vivien Leigh, George 
Sanders, Vera Lynn, Michael 
Howard, Robb Wilton, Meredith 
Willson orch 

Producer-director: Dee Engelbach 

Writers: Goodman Ace, Selma Dia- 
mond, George Foster, Mort 
Green, Frank Wilson ' 

90 Mins.; Sun., 6:30 p.ms 

REYNOLDS METAL, CHESTER- 
FIELD, WHITEHALL 

NBC, from New York 

(Buchanan, Cunningham & Walsh, 

John F. Murray) 


NBC’s 90-minute radio extrava- 
ganza, “The Big Show,” returned 
to the airlanes Sunday (30) for its 
second season. The initial broad- 
cast was a taped version (edited 


and revised) of the performance 
staged at the Palladium in London 
and broadcast via the BBC as 
NBC’s contribution toward further- 
ing international goodwill and as 
an expression of unity between 
nations. (Next week’s broadcast 
will be the taped version of the 
“Big Show” performance in Paris.) 


If the “Big Show’s Palladium- 
BBC “engagement,” rather than 
help foster Anglo-American rela- 
tions, culminated in something ap- 
proximating an international inci- 
dent, as indicated by NBC’s un- 
happiness in the wake of mixed 
British reaction and critical 
panning from the press, last Sun- 
day’s taped playback for American 
audiences helped unravel some of 
the attendant conclusions. What- 
ever the ramifications attending 
American humor. vs. _ British 
humog the “Big Show’s” so-called 
“hands across the sea” show biz 
gesture, as embodied in this Lon- 
don program, was a disappoint- 
ment, whether heard on the NBC 
kilocycles or by BBC (sans com- 
mercials), 


The majority of last season’s 
resentations by Tallulah Bank- 
ead, Dee Engelbach, Goodman 
Ace & Co. topped in entertain- 
ment, and particularly comedy 
values, last Sunday’s taped display, 
despite the presence of Beatrice 
Lillie, George Sanders, Jack Bu- 
chanan, Laurence Olivier-Vivien 
Leigh and songstress Vera Lynn 
(mainstays of the British con- 
tingent), and Fred Allen-Portland 
Hoffa and Meredith Willson as 
America’s added starters. 


It’s more than likely that in sub- 
sequent weeks when “Big Show” 
hits its “only for Americans” 
stride, with its rotating guest cycle 
of Bob Hope, Groucho Marx, Ed- 
die Cantor, Jimmy Durante, Judy 
Holliday, et al., and with a more 
proper respect for Meredith Will- 
son’s talents, it’ll bounce back into 
its boff programming groove. But 
the “concessions,” in trying . to 
give the British the best that 
America has to offer, and vice 
versa, jelled as unsatisfactorily on 
this side of the Atlantic as over 
there. 


It’s likely in fact, that Sunday’s 
NBC premiere benefited immeas- 
urably through the taped _re- 
visions, for in place of the Allen- 
Bankhead satirization of the Mr. & 
Mrs. Breakfast radio team pre- 
sented in London and subsequent- 
ly “taped out” because of its two 

revious NBC performances, “Big 

how” substituted Laurence Olivier 
and Vivien Leigh. Their brief re- 
enactment of a scene from their 
current London smash “Caesar 
and Cleopatra” (due for a Broad- 
way reer in December) was un- 
questionably the program’s top 
moment. 


Chalk up as assets, too, the tal- 
ents of Beatrice Lillie, am 4 
fted in London or New York, 
oth in her verbal dueling with la 
Bankhead and her buffoonery in 
vocaling “I Apologize” (though 
her obvious stage business mim- 
icry can be distressing to at-home 
dialers), and the chirping of Brit- 
ish songstress Vera Lynn. George 
Sanders’ displaying of a nice set 
of bass pipes in an Ivor Novello 
tune, cued an element of surprise 
(though it’s recalled that Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d had sought him 
as Ezio Pinza’s successor for “South 
Pacific” on Broadway). 


The Jack Buchanan-Fred Allen 
teamup for a takeoff on “Allen's 
Alley” (“Buchanan’s Mews’’) as a 
means of bringing on a couple 
of British stand-up comedians, 
Michael Howard and Robb Wilton, 
caemonstrated, insofar as U. S. 
audiefices are concerned, that “Big 
Show” will fetch higher Nielsens 


working in the Bob Hope-Groucho 
Marx idiom. 


Sunday’s NBC playback retained 
the Bankhead recital of “Jervis 
Bay,” a Gene Fowler libretto sym- 
bolizing British heroism, set to 
Meredith Willson’s music. This 
was one of the more controversial 
aspects of the London presenta- 
tion, with critics resenting what 
they termed a -~ to the British. 
Actually it was lengthy and not 
particularly exciting, with the 


AMOS ’'N’ ANDY - 

With Freeman Gosden, Charies 
Correll, others; Harlow Wilcox, 
announcer 

Producer-director: Cliff Howell 

Writers: Joseph E. Connelly, Rob- 
ert Mosher, Robert Ross 

30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. 


REXALL 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(BBD&O) 
Once regarded as pure-and-sim- 
ple entertainment, “Amos ’n’ 


Andy” has recently been caught 
up in the center of a social-minded 
controversy which goes beyond the 
limits of show business. Particu- 
larly in its TV version (and the 
same criteria must apply to the 
original radio counterpart), tne 
characters on this show are now 
regarded by the National Assn. For 
Advancement of Colored People 
as the epitome of the distasteful 
anti-Negro stereotype on the air- 
lanes. Racial and religious sensi- 
tivities have become painfully 
acute in recent years, and such 
factors cannot be ignored by 
— dialers listening to this 
show. 


The controversy will undoubted- 
ly go on, and so will this series. 
Considered on its own terms, this 
show remains one of the top com- 
mercial packages in the business. 
The ingredients, which have made 
this show an enduring staple, re- 
main intact, and the scripting, if 
anything, has become sharper. Its 
pulling power in this cream Sun- 
day night time segment is assured. 


The situations for the blackface 
comedics of Freeman Gosden and 
Charles Correll are prime ex- 
amples of sliekly imaginative writ- 
ing. On the kickoff show (30), 
Gosden and Correll wound their 
various Negro characterizations 
around a yarn concerning a valu- 
able lost ring which Andy found 
in a candy-box at a circus. Amos’ 
efforts to “swindle” the ring away 
from Andy and the ring’s subse- 
quent odyssey into the hands of 
Andy’s girl friend, gave this stanza 
a solid chuckle foundation. The 
show rolled effortlessly from laugh 
to laugh without the straining for 
snappers sometimes evident on 
other céOmedy airers. 


Commercials for the Rexall com- 
pany were delivered in effec- 
tively hard-hitting style by Harlow 
Wilcox. Herm. 


GRAND CENTRAL STATION 

(Dangerous Crossing) 

With E!'speth Eric, Robert C. Den- 
nis, James Monks, Mercer Mc- 
Sleod, others; Lew White, organ 

Producer: Martin Horrell 

Director: Ira Ashley 

30 Mins.; Sat., 1 p.m. 

PROM HOME PERMANENT 

CBS, from N. Y. 

(Leo Burnett) 


After a long ride by Pillsbury, 
“Grand Central Station” teed off 
the fall season last Saturday (29) 
for Prom Home Permanent. Un- 
fortunately, the curtain-raiser was 
a rather grim affair, even upto 
funereal organ bridges. Withal, it 
got good standard treatment from 
veteran director Ira Ashley in tan- 
-_ with Martin Horrell’s produc- 

on, 


No one has yet figured out what 
type script sells what product, but 
a good guess is that derelict char- 
acters of the sort portrayed, de- 
spite some pious spouting by an 
oldster in the drama, don’t have 
much appeal to femme buyers to 
whom the product is addressed. 
Sordid commercialism aside, the 
script failed to sustain interest as 
a slice of life. And, since the lead 
was represented as a common 
freight-hopper not averse to grab- 
bing an easy buck, the self-narra- 
tion portions were strangely ar- 
ticulate. Latter is a common fail- 
ing all over the airlanes. 


The tale centered around a penni- 
less roughie who thumbed a ride 
from an ailing woman. He chauf- 
feured her to her ghosttown shack 
where her boyfriend took it on 
the lam and she died from a heart 
condition, leaving her purse (with 
$240) to be snatched by the rod- 
rider. Latter took to the freights, 
meeting up again with an old 
friend, Pop, the Bible-spouter. The 
train hit an auto at a_ crossing 
(squaring the sub-title), killing the 
lamster. The woman’s money was 
left at the scene after a pitch 
about honesty by the pious Pop. 
It didn’t make much of a sermon. 


The four or five plugs for Prom 
were conventional, stressing that 
product “needs no _ neutralizer.” 
One pitch was localed in Grand 
Central (squaring the overall title), 
purporting to be an interview with 
a dame re hair-dos. Trau. 





words and: music getting in each 
other’s way. 

This season, Reynolds Metal is 
sponsoring the first half-hour, 
with Chesterfield and Anacin as 
co-sponsors of the last 30 minutes, 
which is integrated into the web’s 





“Operation Tandem.” Rose. 





PHIL ree te cee vet FAYE 


SHO : 
With Elliot Lewis, Walter Tetley, 
Robert North, Anne Whitfield, 


Jeanne Roose; Walter Scharf, 
musical director; Bill Forman, 
announcer 


Producer: Paul Phillips 
Writers: Dick Chevillat, Ray Singer 
30 Mins.; Sun., 8 p.m; 
RCA VICTOR 
NBC, from Hollywood 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


Phil Harris and Alice Faye, 
bringing their friends and family 
back to the air Sunday (30), after 
a summer layoff, got off to a hum- 
drum start with a show that rarely 
sparkled. Format of the airer was 
too familiar, the gags not too 
bright, and some of the material a 
little eyebrow-lifting. 

Program concerned itself with 
Harris’ return to the studio after 
tee layoff and the necessity of get- 
ting going with his band again (an 
easy program starter which too 
many stars lean‘to, in absence of 
a more imaginative getaway). 
There were gags about his condi- 
tion, and his summer exercising. 
Program then concerned itself 
mainly with the problem of the 
airer’s time change, and the rhu- 
barb because Harris wanted to get 
started at the new time, while his 
band favored the old. This meant 
running from one union head to 
another, to settle the hassle. 

Because the show emanates from 
the Coast, the continued hassle 
over whether the show was to be- 
gin at 4:30 or $ sounded strange to 
easterners hearing it at 8. Refer- 
ence to the racket angle in union 
negotiations won't sit well with 
AFL members, either. Union gag 
ran rather thin after a while, too, 
as did the one about the sponsor. 

There were some amusing lines, 
but judging by the studio audience 
response, everything was hilarious. 
Songs Harris and Miss Faye sang 
(and these were rung into the 
script rather crudely) were the 
best part of the airer, Harris do- 
ing a neat job on the snappy 
rhythm number, “Will You Be 
Ready,” with fine orchestral back- 
ground, and Miss Faye being just 
average in “Getting to —" You.” 

Ton, 


CRUSADE FOR FREEDOM 

With Bing, Gary, Lindsey, Dennis 
and Phillip Crosby 

Writer: Wyllis Cooper 

30 Mins.; Saturday (30), 11:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC, from N. Y. 


The exigencies of commercial 
commitments carried the NBC net- 
work too far when it slotted this 
juve-slanted appeal for Radio Free 
Europe at  near-midnight last 
Saturday. -That’s the “children’s 
hour” for juvenile delinquents and 
these kids have other things to do 
besides listening to the radio. This 
transcribed show was _ obviously 
aimed at classroom audiences and 
even included a wisecrack about 
“captive audiences” in the school. 
The late-hour programming was 
both an incongruity and a brushoff 
for this stanza. 

Aside from the time angle, this 
show did a firstrate job of turning 
a heavy anti-Russian propaganda 
message into dramatic and under- 
standable terms for the kids. That 
was due partly to the carefully 
scripting but, most of all, to the 
showmanship of Bing Crosby’s 
sons, notably Gary, who was given 
the heaviest assignment. Gary 
opened with some banter with his 
younger brothers and then smooth- 
ly segued into a serious and effec- 
tive description of conditions for 
kids in the countries behind the 
Iron Curtain. The message was 
projected via a question-and- 
answer routine between ‘the 
younger Crosbys and Gary with 
Bing also stepping in occasionally 
to add a word. Weak spot of the 
show was a long interview with a 
young Czech refugee! whose ac- 
count, while undoubtedly authen-. 
tic, sounded too pat. 

With the Crosby clan out in 
force, some vocalizing was inevi- 
table and Bing, Gary and Dennis 
delivered three numbers. The 
vocals of such tunes as “Simple 
Melody” and “On Moonlight Bay,” 
seemed curiously out of place on 
a show that was describing a living 
nightmare. The  sugar-coating 
wasn’t necessary. Herm, 





GRANTLAND RICE SHOW 
With Lou Little, guest; Bob Hall, 
announcer 
Producer-director: Hubert Wilkie 
15 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m. 
SYLVANIA ELECTRIC 
CBS, from N. Y. 
(Roy S. Durstine) 

With the college football season 
ushered in last Saturday (29), 
Grantland Rice preemed his new 
weekly, quarter-hour sports. series 
over the CBS web the preceding 
night, giving out with his predic- 
tions of the winners and inter- 
views with sports celebs. Show 
naturally will appeal only to the 


(Continued on page 36) 
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AGAINST THE STORM 
With Roger De Koven, Joan Tomp- 
kins, Anne - Seymour, Gran 
Richards, May Davenport Sey- 
mour, Stephen Schnabel, James 
Van Dyke, Catherine Raht 
Producer: John B. Gibbs 
Director: Ed Downes 
Writer: Sandra Michaels 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 10:45 a.m. 
PHILIP MORRIS 
ABC, from New York 
(Cecil & Presbrey) 


ABC, which has added two soap- 
er blocks after reversing a long- 
standing policy against the day- 
time serials, has reprised “Against 
the Storm,” onetime winner of a 
Peabody award. It’s the second 
time “Storm” has been taken out 
of mothballs, and on both occasions 
backed by Philip Morris (last time 
was two years ago on Mutual). 


On the preem Monday (1) the 
airer gave some evidence of reach- 
ing a somewhat more sophisticated 
level than the average weeper. One 
of the central characters is a pro- 
fessor of English. Prof. Allen got 
off an observation that the “word 
is stronger than the sword, and 
the word is ‘love’,” an obvious 
maxim although 4 nice sentiment. 
There was a tender scene between 
the prof and his wife, set in 1912 
when he started to teach on a 
small salary. Stanza then advanced 
the clock to 1949, when Dr. Allen 
was retiring and launching a new 
school, 

Love interest foreshadowed was 
between Allen’s daughter Siri and 
a boy named Julian. Cliffhanger 
element was provided by the me- 
chanical device of Siri’s phone call 
from the Coast being cut off—and 
she’s patently in trouble. 

Cast, including Roger De Koven 
as the prof, Joan Tompkins as Siri, 
Anne Seymour as an actress, and 
Catherine Raht as Mrs. Allen, did 
well. The familiar organ has been 
replaced by recorded orchestra 
bridges, which provides a_ less 
stereotyped (if less flexible) back- 
grounding. Commercials for the 
cigaret eschewed the overworked 
PM nose test for a “doctor’s testi- 
monial” pitch. Bril. 





WALLY COX SHOW 

Writer: Bill Kaland 

15 Mins., Sun., 10 p.m. 

Sustaining " 
WNEW, N. Y. 

Wally Cox, the nitery radio-TV 
comic, has inaugurated a 15-minute 
Sunday night “diskless disk 
jockey” show. Without being too 
precious or overly cute, Cox’s 
gentle, satirical banter, while 
hovering in a somewhat rarified 
atmosphere and having specialized 
appeal, adds up to fun and good 
listening. 

Certainly WNEW, which has 
pioneered through the years in ex- 
ploring disk jock techniques (and 
in the process parlayed them into 
a billings bonanza) rates a nod for 
this off-the-beaten-track excursion 
into kididng its own program for- 
mula and platter spinners in 
general. 

Cox’s casual, uncertain delivery, 
with his high-pitched voice, his 
far-fetched commentary which has 
nothing to do with disk jockeying 
or show business or anything, for 
that matter, the sudden intrusion 
of weird cacophony from assorted 
music boxes, piano rolls, “orches- 
trions,” hurdy-gurdies, etc., com- 
bines some clever scripting with 
some delightful zaniness. ose. 





VICTOR BORGE TIME 
With Ken Roberts, announcer 
Producer-director: Alfred Tenny- 


son 
5 Mins.; Mon., Wed., Fri., 5:55 p.m. 
KELLOGG 
ABC, from N. Y. 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 
Maybe this five-minute format is 
the answer for Victor Borge in 
radio, for it certainly leaves the 
audience wanting more. And that, 
after all. is one of the primary 
requisites for any performer. New 
transcribed series, which preemed 
Monday (1), has just time enough 
for Borge and announcer Ken 
Roberts to toss in a few okay gags 
before the commercial and sign- 
off. What Borge will do when he 
wants to play a full-length piano 
selection remains to be seen. 


Comic-pianist defined the show 
on the initialer as one designed to 
“bring music to your ears and a 
smile to your face” and that’s 
about what it is. He used the 
preem to trailerize succeeding 
shows, telling the audience he'd 
present little-known facts about 
great and not-so-great composers, 
“like Tchaikowsky, Mozart and 
Freddy Martin.” He plinked his 
piano for only a few bars, and the 
show could have used more of this. 
Roberts made for a good straight 
man for Borge’s unique humor and 
also teamed with him on the pitch 
for a Kellogg’s dog food. Stal 


| With Fibber McGee & Molly; 
Kittell, 


THE JUBILEE SHOW 


Clyde bo 


Writers: Jack Gerber, Phil 

rs: Jack Gerber, Lesli 
30 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p.m. . 
Sustaining 

NBC, from N. Y¥. 


On three successive Sundays 
NBC is saluting its 25th anni with 
a special “look-backward” series, 
of which last Sunday’s (30) was the 
first. Though produced (by the 
Radio News & Special Events 
Dept.) on a modest scale, and fol 
lowing a familiar format of brief 
vignettes from oldtime shows, the 
initial alrer had a lot of appeal. 

Flavorsome and varied, program 
had the draw of nostalgia, and an 
old-fashioned lavender and old 
lace aura. Even though some of 
the excerpts were “dated,” in the - 
faded sense, as for instance a 
wheezy “Cut Down the Old Pine 
Tree” number of Gene & Glenn, 
or the “Some of These Days” ar- 
rangement of the Coon-Sanders 
Kansas City Nighthawks, program 
was refreshing, lacking the usual 
cut-and-dried tribute-type dryness. 

A_lot of this can be attributed 
to Fibber McGee and Molly, ap- 
pearing in person to-lend their 
gentle, easy style of banter and 
charm _to the show. Also the gim- 
mick Fibber chose to reprise exe 
cerpts from the past. He had in- 
vented a radio that tuned in-on 
famous dates rather than stations, 
and so he was able, by fussing with 
the dials, to bring back snatches 
of various show highlights, any- 
where from 1926 to the mid- 
thirties. 

A couple of these segments were. 
cut in too abruptly, or were fuzzy 
and unclear (as the Ed Wynn- 
Graham McNamee item), but on 
the whole they were excellent in 
their choice. These included the 
afore-mentioned “Some of These 
Days”; an amusing Amos ’n’ Andy 
bit on elections; the Gene & Glenn 
item; voices of the late Dr. ‘Walter 
Damrosch and Major Bowes; an 
excerpt from a Met Opera broad- 
cast, with a young Lawrence Tib- 
bett singing the Toreador Song 
from “Carmen” and Milton Cross 
announcing; Henry Busse, with 
Paul Whiteman’s orch, on “When 
Day Is Done”; the funny Fire 


ys 


|Chief bit; a lovely rendition of 


“Shine On, Harvest Moon,” by 
Ruth Etting, and some Rudy Val- 


lee-Joe Penner repartee. Bron. 
LONE JOURNEY 

With Staats Cotsworth, Lesley 
Woods, Polly Rowles, Vinton 


Hayworth, George Petrie, Wil- 
liam Smithers; announcer, 
Charles Woods 
Writer: Peter Michael 
Producer: John Gibbs 
Director: William Hamilton 
15 Mins.; Mon-thru-Fri., 11 a.m. 
LEVER BROS. (SURF) 
ABC, from New York 
(N. W. Ayer) 


Evidently motivated by the be- 
lief that radio soap opera is here 
to stay despite competition from 
TV, Lever Bros. as of Monday (1) 
picked up the tab on the ABC 
sustainer, “Lone Journey,” over 
the full net. Fifteen-minute cross- 
the-board show had been aired 
since July 2 without a sponsor. 

On the basis of Monday’s install- 
ment, “Journey” shapes up as no 
better or worse than the average 
daytime serial. Storys according to 
an ABC publicity release, revolves 
about “ ‘Wolfe Bennett,’ a business 
man who seeks a new way of life 
and a new philosophy of living in 
the real-life settings of the Judith 
mountains area of Montana.” 

Opening day of the Lever take- 
over gave little hint of what the 
general theme was probably be- 
cause it was assumed that most 
morning listeners were already ac- 
quainted with the show. Those 
who tuned in for the first time 
were introed to several characters 
at a New York party who spent 
their time in gossiping and ob- 
serving the surface amenities in 
common with most partygoers. 

Performances were so-so. Les- 
ley Woods was suitably mysterious 
as a young matron “trying to run 
away from myself;” Pollv Rowles 
was a fiuttery aunt and Vinton 
Hayworth portraved a _ pedantic 
poet with considerable bravado. 
Cast in lesser roles were George 
Petrie and William Smithers. 
Staats Cotsworth, who plavs Ben- 
nett, was written out of Monday’s 
scrint. Housewives will find a 
modicum of interest in “Journey,” 
but it’s not forceful or susvenseful 
enoveh to make a point of turning 
the dial to ABC. . Gilb 





Cincinnati— Mark Koven, for- 
merly with Boston stations as a 
writer and director of dramatic 
shows, is a newcomer to the WLW- 
T production staff. Crosley Broad- 
casting Corp. also has engaged 
Robert Schakne, INS correspond- 
ent, to interview Ohio servicemen 
in Korea for special weekly reports 
to WLW here and its TV stations 





in Cincy, Dayton and Columbus. 
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MR. DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

With Jay Jostyn, Len Doyle, Vicki 
Vola, 

producer-director: Edward C. By- 


ron 
Writer: Robert J. Shaw 
30 Mins.; Mon., 8 p.m. 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
ABC-TV, from New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 

“Mr. District Attorney” and Jay 
Jostyn have had a long career in 
radio, the duo being one of the 
staples in AM. Their debut in 
video indicates that this partner- 
ship will stand up in that medium 
as well. 

Jostyn is as well cast in tele- 
vision as he was in radio. He's 
shaved his mustache, and even 
though he’s been un-Deweyized, he 
still looks the part. He’s as ca- 
pable a tele actor as he is in radio. 


The video bow in the series, 
however, didn’t give Jostyn and 
his regulars Vicki Vola playing 
Miss Miller, his secretary, and Len 
Doyle, playing Harrington, any 
chanee to show any ingenuity as 
gumshoes. The initial yarn, “The 
Case of the Homecoming,” wasn’t 
solved because of super-deduction, 
but by a falling out among thieves, 
which caused one of the molls to 
turn informer. 


It would be much better for the 
writers on subsequent series to 
have Jostyn perform some mental 
and physical acrobatics to get the 
wrongdoers rather than have the 
solution fall into his lap with vir- 
tually no effort. 

“Mr. D. A.” will continue the 
weekly radio sessions, but video 
will be on alternate weeks. The 
Bristol-Myers plugs are well-de- 
signed although their intrusion 
twice egy | the program is too 
much for a half-hour show. Jose. 





SUPER CIRCUS f 

With Claude Kirchner, Mary Hart- 
line, Cliff Soubier, Bardie Pat- 
ton, Nick Francis, Nelson Sisters, 
Phil and Dottie Phelps, Francisco 
and Delores, Aceveda Troupe, 
Bernie Hoffman, Bruce Chase 


orch 
Producer: Phil Patton 
Director: Ed Skotch 
Writer: Bill Adams 
60 Mins.; Sun., 4 p.m. 
CANADA DRY, PETER SHOE CoO., 
M&M CANDY 
ABC-TV, from Chicago 
(Mathes, Henry, Hurst & 
McDonald, Esty) 


ABC-TV’s “Super Circus” notched 
its third anniversary Sunday (30) 
and although it no longer has a 
monopoly on the circus format, its 
hold on the Sabbath afternoon 
moppet clientele should remain 
fairly secure for some time to 
come. With Claude Kirchner 
togged out as the ringmaster, Mary 
Hartline pertly batoning the circus 
band, the trio of clowns led by Cliff 
Soubier, the affair captures a good 
measure of bigtop flavor. 


Ringmaster Kirchner has _ his 
whistle-blowing impresario routine 
down pat and introes the various 
acts with the proper tanbark flair. 
On segment seen some of the turns 
were on overlong for best effect, 
leaving the impression the show 
was loosely padded. The addition 
of another act or another audience 
participation sequence would have 
proves the needed tightening. 

tandout exhibition was Francisco 
and Delores, who sent the studio 
seatholders into near-hysteria with 
their perch pole gymnastics. Also 
playing off well before the cam- 
eras was the Aceveda Troupe’s 
tightwire bit. Less successful, 
chiefly because they were kept on 
too long, were the Nelson Sisters’ 
trapeze gyrations and Phil and 
— Phelps’ furniture balancing 
act. 


A new regular feature, obviously 
designed to make a poss at NBC- 
TV's “Zoo Parade” following is the 

uper Circus Menagerie segment. 
Sequence had good “educational” 
Overtones, bringing on animal 
trainer Bernie Hoffman and his pet 
armadillo for a discussion of the 
creature’s evolution. . 


With the guest acts varying in 
quality dependin on those avail- 
able, it’s the work of the regulars 
that gives “Circus” its distinct ap- 

eal. Both Kirchner and Miss 

artline are unusually adept at 
working with the kiddies. Soubier 
is a natural in his clown role and 

is talents are aided and abetted 
by his two assistants, 


Scampy 
(Bardie Patton) and Nicky (Nick 
rancis), 


Camerawork and Phil Patton’s 
Overall production integration re- 
flected a lot of care and preparation 
despite the handicaps of putting on 
a multi - ring display within the 
relatively lim confines of the 
Civic Theatre stage. 

Pitches for Canada Dry and 
Peter Shoes were well targeted 
and effectively d ed to take 
advantage of’ the audience brought 
in by the show. M&M Candy rides 
the program on alterna weeks 
with the shoe company. Dave. 


JACK CARSON SHOW 

(All-Star Revue) 

With Betty & Jane Kean, Honey 
Bros., Jerry Bergen, Marion 
Colby, Jack Norton, Esther 
Junger Dancers, Dean Elliott 


Producer-Director: Coby Ruskin 
Writers: Nat Hiken, Billy Fried- 


berg 
60 Mins., Sat. 8 p.m. 
Participating 
NBC-TV, from New York 

Jack Carson, resumjng_his spot 
in the NBC “All Star Revue” line- 
up, has departed considerably from 
his format of last year when he 
attempted comedy via a story line. 
His initial show indicates that he’s 
veering toward a variety format 
with only a thin yarn to tie up the 
proceedings. 

Carson’s debut wasn’t too auspi- 
cious during the first half, but the 
latter portion of the show had a 
heavy laugh {6tal. Probably the 
best part of the stanza was the 
telephone scene wherein, assisted 
by Betty Kean, arrangements for 
a party were being made. It was 
a gem in timing and gave the show 
a powerful finale. 


Another good sequence was by 
the Honey Bros. (3) with a laugh- 
getting knockabout routine. The 
Kean Sisters, Betty and Jane, also 
had a spot of their own, which 
came off fairly well. These gals 
punch too hard for a show that has 
a comparatively easy-going comic 
like Carson. 


The early part of the session had 
Carson attempting too much on his 
own. Carson, who recently played 
a stand at the Palladium, London, 
used the voyage returning home 
as the thread to tie up the pro- 
gram. After the preliminaries, he 
opened with a film clip of his 
London impressions. The com- 
mentary didn’t match the essential 
humor in the footage. In another 
part, there was a sequence in 
which he was shunted to the eighth 
class passenger list. The humor 
wasn’t hearty enough to hold up. 

There were some first-rate 
assists by diminutiva Jerry Bergen, 
Marion Colby, Jack Norton and 
the Esther Junger eaten 

ose. 





PAUL DIXON SHOW 

With Wanda Lewis, Dottie Mack 

Producer: Jack Taylor 

Director: Lee Hornback 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 10 p.m. 

JENE SALES CORP. 

ABC-TV, from Cincinnati 
(Sherwin Robert Rogers) 

Paul Dixon, who does about 15 
hours a week for WCPO-TV, Cin- 
cinnati, plus a sustaining hour for 
ABC-TV, has added this series for 
Jene Sales Corp., a new bankroller. 
Airer is like his other shows, an 
informal entry on which the ma- 
jor ingredient is pantomiming to 
recorded tunes. 

The mimicry is excellently done 
and the “dubbing in” of live ac- 
tion to the disked vocals is difficult 
to spot. It has the value (if some- 
what parasitical) of offering top- 
flight singing talent, and Dixon and 
Dottie Mack do justice to the re- 
cording artists by providing the 
sight counterpart in a_ tasteful 
manner. 

As change of pace from the pan- 
tomimicry, Wanda Lewis and Miss 
Mack did a comic bit with Dixon 
cast as a “trolley pest,” the char- 
acter who boards the vehicle with 
an overload of bundles and acts as 
a public nuisance. Another varia- 
tion was having Miss Lewis (who 
also does thee sets) do a cartoon 
to a waxing of Peggy Lee's “I Get 
Ideas.” Sketching bit lacked real 
comic punch, and should be more 
of a gag cartoon or keep the hu- 
morous element as a surprise for 
the last couple of bars. 

As a low-budgeter, stanza repre- 
sents a good buy. However, it 
needs more polish, sophistication 
and added script and production 
values. Since the show, was a late 
starter, lack of time may have 
been a factor in its roughness. 
Dixon gave the product, a home 
permanent, a strong sell. Bril. 


RUSS HODGES SPORTS SHOW 
With Tommy Henrich, guest 
Director: Bob Doyle 

Writer: Frank Scott 

15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 7 p.m. 
WJZ-TV, N. Y. 

“The Russ Hodges poe Show” 
teed off its cross-the-board WJZ- 
TV series Monday (1) in top form. 
The quarter hour stanza was a neat 
blending of sports news reports 
and interview that was nicely 
paced and sharply scripted. «It 
= build a solid sports follow- 

g. 

Sportscaster Hodges was fortu- 
nate in that -his preem coincided 
with the first game of the hotly 
contested National League playoffs 
between the N. Y. Giants and the 
Brooklyn Dodgers. He had plenty 
to talk about and he did it well. 
His rundown of the game was 
highlighted by the use of stills 
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Color TV Review 














PENN-U. OF CAL. FOOTBALL 
With Connie Desmond, Mal Stevens 
160 Mins.; Sat., 1:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from Philadelphia 
_Color provides an added dimen- 
sion to the college football games 
as was evidenced by the first color 
telecast of a collegiate grid brawl, 
Saturday (29) from Philadelphia. 
If the CBS color version of the 
Penn-California game is any indi- 
cation, when color sets become 
common, all that will be necessary 
to get the full flavor of the game 
will be open windows in the living 
room and flask and a blanket. 


CBS is running a series of nine 
games in tint during the season. 
All are away from New York and 
will provide a proving ground for 
the efficacy of its iricompatible 
color system in remotes. 

J Of course the game, with its one- 

sided score in favor of California, 
wasn't top football. In addition, 
the deception plays fooled the cam- 
eramen more than it did the op- 
position. For example the first 
Bear touchdown was completely 
muffed by the cameras. Viewers 
had to take announcer Connie Des- 
mond’s word that it was a sensa- 
tional play. Desmond was assisted 
by Mal Stevens at the mike. Fre- 
quently, Desmond would ask 
Stevens for an opinion, and half 
the time, Stevens wasn't there to 
answer back. 


The CBS color is _ definitely 
superior to black and white. It’s 
easier on the eyes and even with 
the smaller screen, there’s more at- 
mosphere, play is easier to follow, 
and it’s more informative. Tech- 
nically, there are still some prob- 
lems to be solved. There's some 
color separation at times, notice- 
able particularly when the cameras 
picked up waving banners, and the 
tints change with the changing 
light on the field. However, these 
are minor problems especially in 
view of the superior values of color 
over monochrome. 


Another important factor with 
color will be the adjustment of the 
set itself. At the CBS studio where 


| viewed, there was a batiery of sets. 


On one set, the green turf in the 
foreground took on a bluish tint, 
while on another set, the grass 
looked like it would on any beat- 
up lawn. 

One of the more colorful aspects 
of the session was the long shots 
of the audience. It.was a rich back- 
ground to the game. At the halves, 
cameras picked up a brief inter- 
view with Gov. Earl Warren of 
California, and U. of P. prexy 
Harold Stassen. Makeupwise, War- 
ren registered best. His Coast tan 
gave him a healthy glow which 
Stassen didn’t have. Jose. 





Cantor Faces the East 
As First L.A.-to-N.Y. 
Com’! TV Show Bows 


The important feature of Eddie 
Cantor's second stint of the season 
on the ‘Colgate Comedy Hour” 
should normally have been the 
show itself. The show will always 
be the payoff. But the halo around 
television as the most vital and 
continually developing force in 
show biz today came into even 
sharper focus for both public and 
trade on the Sunday night (30) 8 to 
9 series over NBC-TV. It goes down 
in electronic history as that night 
in the east and that afternoon on 
the Coast (with the three-hour dif- 
ferential) that the Great Marriage 
took place. It was the tie that 
bound the Union together into a 
transcontinental package marking 
the inception of commercial trans- 
mission via the eastbound micro- 
wave relay. 

Actually, the public saw nothing 
unusual in that fact itself; at the 
moment it’s mostly a convenience 
for big-name performers and such 
Coast-trapped filmites and others 
who thus far have either ignored 
or feared the medium but who are 
certain (in the majority) to enter 
the sweepstakes for survival or ego 
or both. If as a tangible result of 
the microrelay better shows can 
come out of Hollywood and be seen 
sans the inept kinnies, the new 
cross-country idea will .be salvoed 
as the real wunderkind. But if it 
means mere point of origination 
the trans-cable novelty will soon 
wear thin and become almost 
meaningless on the sponsored en- 
tertainment end. , 

Radio learned long since that a 
Hollywood tagline had to be 
backed by show; an entry out of 
RFD would be bosom-clasped if it 
added up to show. The Japanese 
Peace Treaty confabs out of Frisco 
a few weeks back (which was the 
inaugural eastbound coast-to- 
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HELEN HAYES STORY 

(Toast of the Town) 

With Miss Hayes, Martha Scott, 
Mary McCarty, Bethel Leslie, 
Raymand Boyle, others; Ed Sul- 
livan, emcee 

Producer: Marlo Lewis 

Director: John Wray 

Writer: Sullivan 

60 Mins.; Sun. (30) 8 p.m. 

LINCOLN-MERCURY 

CBS-TV, from New York 

(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

CBS-TV’s “Toast of the Town,” 
competing with the Colgate comics 
on NBC-TV, came up with a top- 
flight job on “The Helen Hayes 
Story” Sunday (30). By and large 
it had more impact than the two- 
part tribute the Ed Sullivan stanza 
paid lyricist Oscar Hammerstein 
2d last month. 

Material for “Hayes” lent itself 
more easily to the television me- 
dium. It highlighted excerpts from 
four of the plays in which Miss 
Hayes starred, using three differ- 
ent techniques. These included the 
veteran actress doing one of the 
roles (from “Wisteria Trees’) live 
and another (“Victoria Regina”) on 
film and two of her memorable 
performances recreated by younger 
thespers (Martha Scott handling 
the “Coquette” part and Mary Mc- 
Carty taking the “Happy Birthday” 
stint), It was an imaginative treat- 
ment, using all of TV’s flexibility. 

The “Coquette” segment (which 
Miss Hayes had played in 1927 in 
the same theatre, the Maxine 
Elliott, from which the telecast 
originated) was ably done with 
Miss Scott featured. The scene 
(second act curtain) contained the 
nub of the drama and made a mov- 
ing extract. Although it was some- 
what talky, the years didn’t ap- 
preciably dull its impact. 


Comedy relief was provided by 
the under-the-table tete-a-tete 
from “Birthday,” with Miss Mc- 
Carty and Raymond Boyle. Pair 
gave the vehicle a fine enactment, 
registering the pathos of adoles- 
cence along with the humor. 


Miss Hayes herself socked over 
the “Frog Went a-Courtin’” scene 
from “Wisteria.” It’s an item that 
clicked on several levels—the song 
itself having appeal for the young- 
est viewer as well as the adult 
audience and the Chekhovian dis- 
integration of a Southern planta- 
tion carrying full dramatic weight. 
Incidentally, Miss Hayes chose the 
vocalizing bit, Sullivan explained, 
because as a moppet performer 





she hadn’t been permitted to sing 
in several cities with special child 
labor laws. 

Use of film was effective. Cel- | 
luloid lensed in Hollywood whipped | 
the problem of makeup ‘and cos- | 
tuming for the actress’ classic | 
interpretation of “Victoria Re-| 
gina.” That was sock stage charac- | 
terization and it was just as potent 
on the video screen. The clips | 
taken from the “Arrowsmith” pic | 
(presented by permission of Sam | 
Goldwyn) made an excellent offer- | 
ing, including Ronald Colman as 
Dr. Arrowsmith and Myrna Loy in 


RED SKELTON SHOW | 
—s Skylarks (5), David Rose 

i) 

Producers: Freeman Keyes, 

Skelton 
Director: John Gaunt 
Writers: Johnny Murray, 

Freedman 
30 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m. 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
NBC-TV, from Hollywood 

(Benton & Bowles; Russel M. 

Seeds) 

Red Skelton made his long- 
awaited video bow Sunday night 
(30) from Hollywood, evidencing 
from the start that he’s a terrif 
bet for TV but that he nceds more 
production and imagination for his 
show. Comedian played almost the 
entire 30 minutes before a blank 
curtain, scoring with his mugging, 
slapstick and some okay material 
based on the many zany characters 
he’s created in radio. But the 
show at best was pure vaude—not 


even vaudeo—and it’s doubtful 
that even Skelton can get away 
with that for a 39-week season. 


It's probable that Skelton, in 
parading that long list of carica- 
tures across the screen, was 
trailerizing them for what he plans 
to present in succeeding weeks. 
That in itself is okay, since his 
mobile face and slapsticking ability 
will make his cowboy, politician, 


mean little kid, etc., even better 
for video than they were for radio. 
But he and his writers should re- 
member that they're working be- 
fore TV lenses, and that the lenses 


should be given more of a play in 
the proceedings. Skelton’s 39 min- 
utes would have wowed ’em at the 
Palace, but how olten can you 
watch a vaude presentation? 

Show preemed with a neat visual 


gag and Skelton’ immediately 
started the yocks rolling with a bit 
from his w.k. drunk routine. If 
he had any preem jitters, he 
buried them admirably. Comic 


seemed completely at ease before 
the lenses. His material was good 
and he tossed in what scemed to 
be some ad libs in fine style. His 
only concession to TV’s require- 
ments, however, came in the final 
skit, when orch conductor David 
Rose came up on stage to back- 
ground him in an impersonation 
of an Irish tenor. Skeiton socked 
across that bit, t.o, but it cried for 
more movemcnt. 

Skylarks, a well-animated vocal 
group comprising three boys and 
two girls, registered strongly w'th 
their “Hallelujah.” providing an 
okay pace-changer for Skeiton’s 


comedy. Comic and two unbilled 
extras got off well with that now- 
standard middle pivg integration 
for Procter & Gamble’s Tide, and 
the other commervials were okay. 
Withal, Skelton will be socko for 


video, once he gets more TV into 
his act. Stal. 


JEWISH HOLY DAYS PROGRAM 

With Rabbi Haro!d Schecter, Can- 
tor Joseph Beinhorn. Rev. Ken- 
neth Rabineau, others 


the siren role. Cinema footage was | 39 Mins.; Thurs, (27); 19:30 p.m. 


also used to show Sara Bernhardt 
(one of Miss Hayes’ teachers) and | 
to set the mood of times gone by, | 
as with the William S. Hart, Demp- | 
sey-Tunney fight, etc., clips. 

Cute bit was an impression of | 
the six-year-old Miss Hayes por- | 
traying a Gibson girl, with the role | 
played, by young Jenny Hecht | 
(daughter of Ben Hecht, who col- 
labed with Miss Hayes’ husband 
Charles MacArthur). 


Stanza was almost a history of 
the American theatfe since 1900, 
with Miss Hayes, recalling her 
career, mentioning her associations 
with Lou Fields, Victor Herbert, 
Vernon Castle, Lillian Russell, 
Charles Frohman, George M. 
Cohan, John Drew and others. It 
was all good, emotional nostalgia, 
smoothly recounted, although in 
portions of her narration Miss 
Hayes seemed to be projecting for 
the theatre audience rather than 
for the TV cameras. Nevertheless 
she came over warmly in the rem- 
iniscing. Her comment, “I’ve had 
the discipline of the theatre to 
carry me through the ups and 
downs of life,” with the untimely 
death of her daughter not men- 





tioned but undoubtedly in her | 
thoughts, was a tribute to the | 
traditions of trouping as well as | 
a statement of her own philosophy | 
of living. Bril. 





} 


WPTZ’s Rate Hike 


Philadelphia, Oct. 2. | 

Based upon an estimated 890,000 | 
television homes within the sta- | 
tion’s coverage area, WPTZ has | 
put into effect a new rate rise. 


WPTZ’s rate card No. 8 calls for | 


brance of 


Sustaining 
WRGB-TYV, Schenectady 

The Capital District Board of 
Rabbis presented a difnificd, time- 
ly and often moving program 
depicting the significance of the 
Jewish holy days, Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur. Conducted by 
Rabbi Harold Scheectcr, of Con- 
gregation Ohav Sholem at Albany, 
it was another in a group of radio 
and television broadcasts  origi- 
nated heveabouts for several years 
to interpret, among other things, 
Judaism to Christians. The video 
stanza naturally held the greatest 
impact for Jews, but it had interest 
for other serious-minded persons. 
Fine chanting heightened the lat- 
ter. 

Straight production was followed 
throughout. The cameras shifted 
from Rabbi Schecter to Cantors 
Joseph Beinhorn and Rev. Ken- 
neth Rabineau and two choirs — 
Ohav’'s religious school and the 
Sons of Abraham choristers. Slides 
were employed, too freely. Super- 
impositions probably would have 
contributed to integration and 
viewability. Cantor Rabineau and 
choir offered a striking rendition 
of the haunting “Kol Nidre,” while 
the earnest, devout boys had their 
spots for traditional prayers in 
song. 

Rabbi Schechter, who read well- 
written explanations of tie holy 
days and wove in the chants, eased 
and improved as the half-hour 
moved along. The cameras should 
have been focused on him during 


some part of the final, beautiful 
prayer. This struck a timely and 
inspiring note in its plea tor all- 
nations brotherhood and remem- 


“the sacrifices in the 


a one-time rate of $1,500 per Class{ geig of human dignity.” Snatches 
A hour of program time; $1,125 per | of the hymns might have been 


Class B hour, and $750 for Class C. 


translated 


into English. “Happy 


Announcements are set at $300) New Year’—in Yiddish and Eng- 
each in Class A time; $225 in Class | lish—flashed on the screen at the 


B and $135 for Class C. 


end, 


aco. 
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Reese Dasnetid 
(Unfin ess 
With Dane Clark, Ann Rutherford, 

Alan Mowbray, Robert Rockwell, 

Esther Howard 
Producer: Leon Fromkess 
Director: Richard Irving 
Writers: Frank and Doris Hursley 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9:30 p.m. 
GRUEN WATCH CO. 

ABC-TV, from New York (film) 
(McCann-Erickson) 

On a relative basis, “Gruen | 
Theatre” gave evidence on the) 
preem Thursday (27) of equalling | 
the standard of Procter & Gam-| 
ble’s high-rated “Fireside Thea- 





RUTH LYONS’ 50 CLUB 
With Bill Thall, Dick Noel, others; 
Bert Farbér Orch 
Producer-director: Gene Walz 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12 noon 
Participating 
NBC-TY, from Cincinnati 
Ruth Lyons established quite a 
rep for herself in her Cincinnati 
home territory during the last year 
as a super-saleswoman on her day- 
time video show. As a result of 
that, NBC decided to spread her 
spieling abilities to the network 
and has lined up a 24-station, coast- 
to-coast chain for her. Judging 
from the network preem Monday 


AUTHOR MEETS THE CRITICS 

With Barry Gray, emcee; Gian- 
Carlo Menotti, Bosley Crowther, 
Ben Grauer 


ing 

WNBT, New York 

On this new series of “Author 
Meets the Critics,” WMCA all- 
night gabber Barry Gray has taken 
over the moderating assignment 
previously handled by John K. M. 
McCaffery. It’s part of a buildup 
the NBC flagship is giving Gray, 
and he came through with flying 
colors. He’ll still have to prove 


tre,” which is also a vidpic show. | (1), that midwestern warmth and | himself a hep conferencier in the 


Initialer on “Gruen” didn’t have | 
as expensive production trappings | 
as “Fireside,” but it used three| 
pic names, Dane Clark, 
Rutherford and Alan Mowbray, | 
which is above par for the course. | 

Vehicle was Sidney Field’s “Un- | 
finished Business,” as adapted by | 
Frank and Doris Hursley. It was | 
a frothy fantasy, but amused and | 
had some good lines and an inter- | 
esting premise. Story involved | 
Dane Clark, as a young newcomer | 
to heaven, who learned that his | 
widow, Ann Rutherford, was by-| 

assing flesh-and-blood lovers to) 
fies with her memories of him. | 
Alan Mowbray, as the shade of | 
Marc Antony, told Clark to pay a/| 
visit to earth to straighten her out. | 
Clark's return in a “Topper” role, | 
able to insult his mother - in-law | 
without her hearing him, provided 
the basis for most of the comedy. 
It wasn’t standout material, but 
was a cut above the usual vidfilm 


fare. 

Cast did well by the script. par- 
ticularly Mowbray, whase engag- 
ing worldliness merited more foot- 
age. Sets were limited but ade- 
quate and lensing was good. 

Commercials for Gruen were 
okay, but would have been more 
persuasive with better visualiza- 
tion. Bril. 


DENNIS JAMES SHOW 

With Julia Meade 

Producer: Aaron Steiner 
Director: Lou Sposa 

Writer: Elizabeth Pierce 

30 Mins.: Mon.-Fri., 11:30 a.m. 


Sustairing 
ARC-TV, fram New York 

Dennis “James. certainly _ per- 
forms his chores far beyond the 





call of dutv ow this clambake. He 
may naturally be an affectionate 
character and may have a particu- | 
lar liking for old ladies, but it just 
doesn’t seem right for him to 270 
around kissing every female in the 
studio audience, and an occasional 
man and child such as he did on 
the preem show. He’s certainly 
going a hit overhoard on the oscu- 
lation. No doubt that isn’t part of 
his contract. 

This show doesn’t have much of 
anything excent giveawav mer- 
chandise. James is handicapned 
by lack of a workable format. He 
and an assistant have a show dedi- 
ented to motherhood. There’s a 
shivboard setting on the SS Okay 
Mother with Julia Meade in a pert 
nautical gerh handing out mer- 
chandise. ‘There’s a sequence in 
which he describes a noted per- 
sonality with the studio audience 








guessing the name and gettine a 
gift. Another seauence has him 
reading a bit about a mother and 
a gift will be sent to her. There's 
also a scene in which he enacts a 
problem with Miss Meade and a 
studio discussion follows. Again, 
the initial problem presented was 
on the subiect of kissing. Another 
gimmick is an interview with the 
wife of a celeb, who apparently 
must also be a mother. A viewer 
doesn’t have to be against mother- 
hood not to like a. 
ose. 


GIANT QUARTERBACK HUD- 
DLE 


charm should play just as well to 
the housewives in New York and 
Atlanta as it does to those in Cincy, 


leisurely pace. 

Apparently because of nervous- 
ness or enthusiasm over her ex- 
panded audience, she was much too 
talkative on the preem, to the point 
where her voice started to sound 
strident and forced. She rambled 
in both her speech and movements, 
from one end of the studio to an- 
other, starting contests for the stu- 
dio audience and not finishing 
them, interviewing guest Burgess 
Meredith, kidding with her crew, 
etc. It was womanly, but not of 
the TV variety. But that ecstasy 
won't last long and then she should 
settle down to do a workmanlike 
job. 

Show is like most of the other 
informal daytime entries pitched 
to the hausfraus, probably resem- 
bling Arthur Godfrey’s more than 
any other in that Miss Lyons has a 
permanent orch with a conductor 
she can kid; a house singer, and 
a sidekick who rambles with her. 
She and her = sidekick, Bill 
Thall, had most of the initialer to 
themselves, although vocalist Dick 
Noel scored with an okay ren- 
dition of “Cool, Cool, Cool of the 
Evening,” which was given nice 
production backing. Dave Garro- 
way was cut in for a special one- 
shot greeting from Chicago to mark 
her network preem. 

Show originates via WLW-T, 
Crosley-owned Cincy station and a 
prime NBC affiliate. Judging from 
the studio, camera-work, etc., those 


| midwesterners can hold their own 


in network video. NBC is selling 
the show on a participating basis 
and has already lined up a number 
of sponsors. None was present on 
the preem, though, so it was impos- 
sible to judge Miss Lyons’ knack 
with a commercial. 


FROSTY FROLICS 
With Stan Chambers, Betty Joyce, 

April & Roy Schramm, Evy Scot- 

vold, Mae Edwards, Dorothy, 

Joan and Buff McCusker, Chuck 

Rollin, The Frolettes, Manny 

Strand orch 
Producer-director: Klaus Lands- 

berg 
60 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. EDT 
AMERICAN VITAMIN 
ABC-TV, from Hollywood 

(Schwimmer & Scott) 

Best thing for all concerned with 
this hour-long video-ized ice revue 
would be to file the affair back in 
the refrigerator with the rest of 
the turkey. This first network 
venture of American Vitamin As- 
sociates, who have. apparently 
racked up a tremendous success 
yarn via their use of local radio 
and TV, has the earmarks of a 
tactical budgetary error. The blade 
display might have warranted the 
time and production outlay as a 
net one-shot, but its repeat pros- 
pects appear nil. 

Under the best conditions, 60 
minutes of tyirling skaters prob- 
ably surfeits “the most rabid ice 
fan. For those viewers only mildly 
excited by bladed spinners, the 
cumulative impact probably in- 
spired nothing but vertigo. Leav- 
ing aside questions of its basic 


Stal. 





With Marty Glickman, 

Conerly, guests 
Producer-writer: Joe King 
Director: Ralph Giffen 
30 Mins.: Wed.. 7:30 p.m. 
MILUEP. RREWING CO. 
WOR-TV, N. Y. 

( Mathisson) 

WOR-TV’s “Giant Quarterback 
Huddle” shapes up as only mod- 
erate fare for the pro-Giant grid 
fans and it’s doubtful if it’ll attract 
any other viewers. Sparked by 
sportscaster Marty Glickman ini- 
tia'er (26) moved at an erratic pace 
and his guests seemed embarrassed 
and uncomfortable through the 
interview sessions. 

Glickman’s knowledge of the 
game and the team came through 
vividly but Steve Owen, Giant 
coach, and Jack Lavelle, the 
team’s scout, weren't too eager to 
give out any important inside info. 
Show got a few lifts from film clips 
of the Giant-Rams game but the 
gab wasn’t too enlightening. 

Terian Conerly lent some okay 
8.a. while her husband Cuck 
Conerly, Giant’s quarterback, ap- 

ared stilted. Joe King’s script- 
ng needed tighter editing as did 
Ralph Giffen’s directorial 
Commercial spiels were okay 


Gros. 


Terian 


nace. | 


quality, the rink revue format 
doesn’t lend itself well to the 
medium. The color is badly missed 
| and much of the grace and verve is 
lost on the home screen. Further 
distillation occurs because the bun- 
|dle is currently kinescoped with 
additional loss of finesse. 

“Frosty Frolics” made its orig- 
inal splash as a local show on 
KTLA, Los Angeles. Initial ABC 
presentation offered no evidence 
that the format had been re- 
furbished to meet the demands of 
wider circulation. Individual turns 
were of okay quality, but despite 
the intrinsic mobility of the revue’s 
components, the overall impression 
was static. 

Production dress was routine 
and integration was _ piecemeal, 
with emcee Stan Chambers merely 
calling in the various acts from an 
unvaried rink-side position. Lens- 
ing was leaden, oftimes with the 
appearance that the cameras were 
congealed in one spot in the hope 
the skaters would keep within 
range. The anticipation freqently 
| went unfulfilled. Musical support 
| by Manny Strand’s band, Which 
also was given some strictly solo 
sequences, missed nighttime net- 





i standards by several degress. 


ve. 


literati field, but on the opener 
Sunday (30) Gray did a neat job 





guiding the discussion of Gian- 


Ann | once she settles down to a more! Carlo Menotti’s film, “The Me- 


| dium.” 


| Stanza had an excellent panel, 
with New York Times pic critic 
Bosiey Crowther scoring the film 
as a poor example of cinema tech- 
nique, with NBC’s Ben Grauer and, 
of course, Menotti defending the 
feature. Crowther made a sharp 
and principled antagonist, under- 
lining the view that the “Medium” 
told its story primarily through mu- 
sic and song, rather than in the 
pictorial language of the screen. 
He granted that the film was an 
experiment, but found the music 
melodramatic, the singing unnat- 
ural for the “average moviegoer” 
and the entire production geared 
more for the ear than for the eye. 


Menotti and Grauer pointed to 
the carnival sequence exhibited on 
the airer, which made its point via 
pantomime and other cinematic 
means. (Crowther replied that his 
review had cited this clip as the 
pic’s single example of imagina~ 
tive lensing.) They went on to 
criticize the critic, Menotti charg- 
ing that Crowther’s attitude would 
serve as a wet blanket for other 
off - the - beaten - path filmmaking. 
Grauer called the picture ‘great, 
important, powerful” and said that 
even the long singing passages 
were profoundly moving for him. 

Gray handled the guests adroit- 
ly with good humor and a down- 
to-earth approach. He injected 
some broad questions which proved 
provocative, such as the appeal of 
foreign product compared with 
Hollywood’s output, jhe role of the 
critic, what a film reviewer looks 


for, etc. It helped make this a 
stimulating half hour. Gray, il 
Bril. 


dentally, lensed well. 


CHICAGO SYMPHONY CHAM- 
| BER ORCHESTRA 
| With Rafael Kubelik, conductor; 

Ken Nordine 
Producer: Bill Hyer 
Director: Dan Schuffman 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m. 
Co-op 
ABC-TV, from Chicago 

Although several degrees from a 
smoothly-rounded production on 
the premiere, ABC-TV’s telecast of 
the 25-member chamber group of 
the Chicago Symphony seems de- 
finitely headed in the right direc- 
tion. The network deserves a nod 
for pumping a half-hour of quality 
music into the nighttime video 
stream. Series should go a long way 
to fill TV’s longhair void, with 
mutual benefit to the web, which 
is offering it for co-op sale, and to 
those viewers with a taste for the 
more substantial musical values. 


What bodes particularly well for 
the future of the offering is that 
there was at least a hint of lensing 
and production imagination on the 
opener which, if developed fur- 
ther, might solve some of the 
problems of investing a basically 
aural attraction with the neces- 
sary visual interest. Attempts to 
strengthen eye appeal were pretty 
haphazard on the first go, probably 
because of the limited rehearsal 








Kubelik’s late arrival in the city. 
However, such devices _as_ the 
screening of a group of Toulouse- 
Lautree lithographs and Degas’ 
“Ballet Dancer” figure, borrowed 
from the Art Institute, as the 
intro to Schubert’s “Rosamunde” 
ballet music were pleasing and 
encouraging touches. Better in- 
tegration, such as showing the art 
work during the actual playing of 
the number, would have height- 
ened the effect. 
_Additional use of other such 
sight devices also would help ease 
director Dan Schuffman out of the 
dilemma as to the best way of 
lensing a musical group in action. 
Camera work was generally good, 
especially the tight bracketing of 
Kubelik wielding the stick, but the 
director obviously was feeling his 
way, and not always too success- 
fully, toward the desired fluidity 
without distracting restlessness. 
Ken Nordine’s emceeing was 
uniformly good and tailored to the 
program's general aura of distinc- 


tion, 

Chicago Title & Trust bankrolls 
the show locally and its pitches, 
handled through the Earle Ludgin 
agency, were models of the pres- 


tige type, + Dave. 





time caused by conductor Rafael’ 
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Tele Follow-Up Comment 


Jackie Heller, onetime name per- 
sonality in both vaude and radio, 
made the first step on his come- 
back trail Friday night (28) as a 
guest on Jackie Gleason’s “Caval- 
cade of Stars” via the DuMont 
web. Littl® guy displayed the 


same warmth and personality in 
his tenor pipes that first put him 
up in the bigtime, and evidenced 
plenty of that oldtime showman- 
ship in a medley of tunes and a 
clowning duet. with Gleason. De- 
spite his long layoff, during which 
he’s operated the Carousel nitery, 
Pittsburgh, he wisely refrained 
from any _  schmaltzy nostalgia. 
Whether he can solidify a. new 
place in show biz for himself re- 
mains to be seen, but on the basis 
of this appearance, he certainly 
rates a crack at it—and he'll un- 
doubtedly get a number of other 
video guest shots. 


Show itself was n.s.g. this stanza. 
Gleason and his producers appar- 
ently are trying to inject a new 
note into what was formerly an 
okay vaudeo presentation, via con- 
centration on sketches. Emcee has 
the ability to put these over, but, 
there were so many Friday night 
that they ruined the pacing. In 
addition, Gleason’s writers didn’t 
do right by him. Both the char- 
acters they gave him and the lines 
were telegraphed and there was 
too much throwback to Mack Sen- 
nett’s custard pie days for full im- 
pact. Some attempt was obviously 
made to build viewer self-identifi- 
cation with the characters Gleason 
portrayed, but it missed fire. 

With three such lengthy sketch- 
es, there was time to present only 
one other guest act—Rosalind 
Courtright, nitery singer who did 
no better than okay with a brace 


of French tunes. Lack of any 
production values. marred her 
stint. June Taylor dancers, com- 


prising three girls and two boys, 
terped their way through an unin- 
spired routine. Art Carney and 
Jerry Bergen stooged for Gleason 
in the skits, with Bergen helping 
make the final one pay off. 





Milton Berle hit his stride last 
Tuesday on his second show with 
Patrice Munsel, Vaughn Monroe, 
Basil Rathbone, Louis Armstrong, 
the hoofing Steve Condos & Jerry 
Brandow, Fatso Marco and the rest 
of the stock company. There was 


more of the “Uncle Milty,” and the 
star’s sensitivity about playing to 
the kids was more apparent. There 
are times, of course, when Berle’s 
Swishology is too broad, but his 
lapses into grotesque femme at- 
tire now seem as much a Berle 
show trademark as Sid Stone’s 
middle commercials. Incidentally, 
the pitchman is becoming a bit ful- 
some in his spieling but by the na- 
ture of his carnival coating it’s 
still palatable. Rathbone, in the 
“Capt. Horatio Hornberler” satire, 
permitted himself to become some- 
what ludicrous. There undoubted- 
ly has been comment, by now, 
about a dignified legit going into 
such broad lampooning, and Berle 
was seemingly conscious of that 
with his aside that “he’s a good 
sport.” The unconventionality in- 
cluded Met soprano Patrice Munsel, 
whose only Jegit entry was “Napo- 
li;” for the rest she*hoked “Come 
On-a My House,” with Monroe as 
the fop and Berle the tramp; and 
got real scat by rhythmizing “Car- 
men” with the eccentric hoofing 
Condos & Brandon. Louis Arm- 
strong was a standout on his own 
with “Jeeper Creepers” and “Sun- 
ny Side of the Street,” finaleing 
with “Gone Fishin’” (which he 
did so well on a Decca disk with 
Bing Crosby) as part of the Field 
& Stream magazine cover. This 
was the finale to a newsboy-sell- 
ing-magazine routine’ (Amazing 
Stories to set Monroe’s “Racing 
With the Moon;” Holiday for the 
Munsel-“Carmen” stuff). Berle did 
a variation of his familiar hillbilly 
goof characterization. Monroe teed 
off with his personal Hit Parade— 
“Ballerina,” “There, I’ve Said It 
Again” and “Sound-Off,” latter 
with two GIs super-imposed to set 
the atmosphere. Allen Roth took 
a deserved bend at Berle’s behest 
for his expert accomp job, but some 
day Roth, Ray Bloch and the other 
variety show maestros will get wise 
to the fact that intermission music 
doesn’t give them license to blow 
their musical tops. The most irri- 
tating practice persists by this type 
of TV bandleader who, ey in- 
hibited by being held in sotto 
voce rein when accompanying 
people, let themselves go when 
their instrumental bridge is cued. 
There isn’t a household which 
hasn't wondered about this rau- 
cous interlude, forcing necessity to 
jump up from an easy chair in or- 


again to tune-up when the dial 
or vocalization resumes. ad 


Second stanza of Rudolph Hal- 
ley’s new “Crime Syndicated” se- 
ries on CBS-TV last t 
(25) cleaned up much of slip- 
shod work that marred the pro- 
gram’s preem and so gave prom- 
ise that this can turn into a good- 
rating entry in TV. Story by Irve 
Tunick, dealing with a gambling 
casino in New Jersey, was tightly- 
scripted and thoroughly interesting, 
the acting was sharp and realistic 
and the sets and camera work were 
standout. General proficiency of 
the. production, in fact, might have 
militated against MHalley’s anti- 
crime pitch—and that, after all, is 
supposed to be the prime purpose 
of the show. 


Halley, nonetheless, got in his 
pertinent and hard-hitting com- 
ments on cleaning up the rackets 
(plus a sidebar pitch for his own 
a for presidehcy of the 
N. Y. City Council). He still shou!d 
memorize his script, or else find 
some less obvious method of read- 
ing. Cast, under the hep direction 
of John Peyser, kept the story 
perking, with David Kerman, as a 
state liquor board chief, and Har- 
old Gary, as the gang chief, par- 
ticularly shining. Sets by Kim 
Swados and other _ production 
mountings lined up by producer 
Jerry Danzig fit the action excel- 
lently. 








“Danger,” the half-hour Tues- 
day night mystery series on CBS- 
TV, came up last week with a 
curious tale that had an O. Henry- 
ish twist at the findle. Called 
“Love Comes to Miss Lucy,” the 
yarn was written by Q. Patrick and 
adapted for TV by Paul Bauman. 
While the plot wound up with a 
murder it benefited by the ab- 
sence of much-of the blood and 
thunder. usually typical of “Dan- 
ger” offerings in the past. 


In “Lucy,” director Sidney 
Lumet appeared to concentrate 
upon characterization, mood and 
atmosphere — especially . through 
use of some interesting camera 
angles. Locale was Mexico where 
two femme cousins were touring. 
One spinster thought she found an 
admirer in a oa og Mexican 
guide, but actually he had designs 
on her ring instead of her heart. 
Flattered by his attention, she had 
a smile on her lips even in death. 

Performances were good. Car- 
men Matthews capably portrayed 
the woman in search of love. Mar- 
garet Barker was effective as her 
cautious cousin who trusted no 
one. William Riva was believable 
as the mercenary guide who 
cloaked his avarice under a guise 
of romance. 





“Armstrong Circle Theatre” last 
week (25) unveiled a weak original 
with a music biz background. Writ- 
ten by Frank P. De Felitta, “Dan- 
ny’s Tune” was a creaky tale of 
how a youthful milkman gave song- 
writing a whirl but ultimately re- 
turns to his milk route—dis- 
illusioned but wiser. 

Cast did as well as could be ex- 
pected in ae of the so-so script. 
George Hall was fair as Danny, 
the milkman. Mary Kay Stearns 
provided a few humorous moments 
as the girl friend while June Walk- 
er and Rodney McLennan had lit- 
tle to do as Miss Stearns’ parents. 
“Danny’s Tune” no doubt was in- 
tended as light comedy, but genu- 
ine levity was missing. 


During the “Crime  Photog- 
rapher’s” tenure on CBS-TV he 
has investigated many rackets. For 
Thursday’s (27) show the ubiqui- 
tous man with the lens invaded the 
waterfront in “The Clean-up,” an 
original by Ben Radin. This latest 
sally by the CBS-TV hero found 
the opposition rather stubborn for 
the first 25 minutes, but conven- 
iently the last life provided a gar- 
rison finish in which the crooked 
union leader was bested with a 
bailing hook. 

Admittedly, longshoremen’s 
unions on both sides of the Hudson 
have a long history of violence and 
irregularities. However, “The 
Clean-up” smacked too much of 
pulp fiction when it had the un- 
scrupulous union boss knocking a 
widow down at the grave of her 
just-buried longshoreman husband. 
Viewers know the cops are corrupt, 
too, (as per the Gross case). But 
it p too much strain on the 
imagination to believe that the 
“Crime Photographer” anda cou- 
ple of dissident longshoremen 
could smash an intrenched admin- 
istration without the aid of) police 
assistance. 

Producer Martin Manulis pro- 
vided a fairly realistic pier scene 
replete with bales, cargo unloading 





der to tune it down—and jump up | 
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Minn. Setowners Would Pay to See 
Sports on Home TV, Survey Shows 


Minneapolis, Oct. 2. 

Minnesota Poll, a Minneapolis 
Sunday Tribune opinion survey, re- 
veals that many of the state’s TV 
set owners would be willing to pay 
to see sports events on television. 
In this respect, it showed, they’d 
be particularly interested in foot- 
ball, boxing and baseball. 


One-fifth of the people with TV 
sets said they wouldn’t be interest- 
ed in watching wrestling matches 
if they had to pay to do so. 


The question asked Minnesotans 
with TV sets (most of them in the 
Twin Cities area where the state’s 
two TV stations are situated) was: 
“Suppose that football games, box- 
ing, basketball and other sports 
were put on television for people 
who were willing to pay something 
to see them on their TV sets. Do 
you think you personally would or 
would not be willing to pay to see 
sports events on TV?” 

Of those interviewed, 50% an- 
swered “yes,” they’d be willing to 
pay; 5% “yes,” if it didn’t cost too 
much; 43% “no,” they wouldn’t be 
willing to pay, and 2% other or 
undecided. 

Nearly two-thirds of the men in- 
terviewed, as compared: with less 
than half of the women, were will- 
ing to pay. People in the upper 
and middle economic groups are 


much more willing than those in| 


the lower group, the Sunday Trib- 
une stated. 


CANADA STATIONS BAND 
TO LIFT LIQUOR BAN 


Toronto, Oct. 2. 

Seeking to lift the Federal Gov- 
ernment ban on beer and liquor 
advertising in Canada, some 30 sta- 
tions in Ontario and English-speak- 
ing Quebec have formed the Cen- 
tral Canada Broadcasters Assn. of 
privately-owned stations, and will 
immediately petition Provincial au- 
thorities to lift restrictions on such 
present advertising. 

President of the new organiza- 
tion is Ralph Snelgrove, CKBB, 
Barrie, Ontario. 
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P&G Orders Kine Of 
Vivian Blaine, Pinky Lee 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 
Procter & Gamble has ordered a 
kinescope of Pinky Lee and Vivian 
fsegg oe. teamed by William Morris 








for teevee for three 15’s a week. 
| Coming out from N. Y. to supervise 
|the pilot at NBC is Walter Craig, 
'TV topper at Benton & Bowles. 
| Format calls for songs by Miss 
| Blaine, of the original cast of “Guys 
land Dolls,” and foiling for Lee’s 
| broad clowning. 

Recording will be made in mid- 
month with Johnny Green and Lee 
Wainer whipping up the script. 
Fresh interest in Lee was awakened 
by critiques of his performance 
with Tony Martin at the London 
Palladium. 
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Lever Mulls ‘Big Town’ 
Switch as Vidpix Series; 
Tuttle Huddles on Costs 


“Big Town,” Lever Bros.’ live 
dramatic series on CBS-TV, may be 
moved to Hollywood for filming, 
depending on several factors, in- 
cluding question of whether the 
cost can be held within the $8,500 
weekly live production budget. 

Bill Tuttle, AM-TV veepee for 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, returned 
to New York last week with esti- 
mates furnished by several Coast 
vidpic producing studios. Among 
the outfits to which Tuttle tdiked 
was Hal Roach, which,turns out the 
Whilip Morris-sponsored “Racket 
Squad,” which follows “Town” on 
Thursday nights. Two shows ran 
in first and second place on audi- 
ence rating charts during the sum- 
mer. Although “Town” nosed out 
“Rocket,” latter had a numerically 
larger audience due to fact it was 
on film and could get into more 
markets. Decision to switch 
“Town” to film, however, is still 
unsettled. 











Allen Haid to WSPD 


Toledo, Oct. 2. 

Allen Haid, manager of WSAI, 
Cincinnati, the past year, has been 
named general manager of WSPD, 
WSPD-FM, and WSPD-TV, Toledo, 
succeeding the late Edward Y. 
Flanigan, who died Aug. 25. The 
Toledo stations are owned by the 
Fort Industry Co. 


Haid has been in the radio in- 
dustry for 26 years, joining the 
Fort Industry chain in 1937 at 
Wheeling, W. Va. He also served 
as manager of WHIZ, Zanesville, 
O., and WMMN, Fairmont, W. Va. 


Nab New Hampshire Mgr. 
On Disorderly Conduct 
For Airing Ball Game 


Manchester, N. H., Oct. 2. 

Norman Bailey, assistant man- 
ager of radio station WKBR, was 
arrested on a disorderly conduct 
charge Sept. 28 when his station 
defied a ban on broadcasting of 
Central High School football 
games by any outlet except WMUR. 
Latter had signed a contract with 
the school athletic corhmittee for 
the exclusive broadcasting privi- 
leges. 


After being refused admission to 
the athletic field with regular 
broadcasting equipment, a WKBR 
announcer took a seat in the audi- 
ence with a concealed walkie-talkie 
microphone and started airing a 
play-by-play description of the 
game. After being on the air for 
some time, he was spotted by the 
police and ejected from the 
grounds. Bailey was taken to the 
police station, where the disorderly 
complaint was lodged. 

During the afternoon, local news- 
papers had carried announcements 
that WMUR would broadcast the 
game “exclusively,” while WKBR 
advertised that it would definitely 
put the game on the air. 


On the previous night, Bailey 
had broadcast a bitter denunciation 
of “the controlling clique of the 
school board,” while over WFEA, 
which is also under the broadcast- 
ing ban, one of the. announcers, 
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Inside Stuff—Television 

Saturday’s Penn-California grid game, first to be telecast in color, 
was seen in Washington by an invited audience of about 100, mostly 
alumni of the colleges represented, via closed circuit facilities provided 
by the Washington Post, majority owners of WTOP-TV, CBS outlet, 
The Post had three receivers in operation, including the new CBS. 
Columbia 10-inch set, magnified to show a 12%4-inch picture. 

The CBS-Columbia line of receivers was displayed to D. C. dealers 
earlier in the week by the Kaufman-Washington Co., which has been 
appointed distributors for the area. Several large dealers in the city 
contracted for the line. 

R. D. Payne, CBS-Columbia sales manager, told reporters that sample 
orders from dealers for the new color set are sufficient to tax the com- 


pany’s capacity for the rest of the year. He said the firm hopes to 
make 25,000 color sets by year’s end. 


From here on, Payne said, all black-and-white sets to be made by 
CBS-Columbia will have built-in compatibility to receive color pro- 
grams in monochrome. 





NBC unveiled a new version of its syndicated newsreel in Washing- 
ton the past week, screening the seven-and-a-half minute film for news- 
men. Though the net’s news service is now in its 60th week, this is 
the initial try at a fully scored, narrated daily newsreel. 


Latest venture indicates NBC is in the race for first place in the TV 
news field, vying with Telenews, its stronger competitor. It boasts that 
its 100 cameramen stationed all over the globe will be staff lensers for 
the expanded service, now subscribed to by about 20 stations. In addi- 


tion, tie-ins for exclusive coverage by foreign film groups are in the 
works. 


Cued scripts and spot sheets accompany each reel, with NBC-TV 
news staff in New York prepared to wire last minute script revisions. 
Service is expected to appeal particularly to small stations with limited 
news staffs. Package is the brainchild of Frank McCall, web director 


of news and special events. Film is edited and scored at the McGeary 
Smith Labs in Washington. 





While CBS-TV is committed for the Thursday night at 9 period on 
the Hollywood-to-N. Y. microrelay, the “Alan Young Show,” which oc- 
cupies that period, will continue to be seen via kinescope in the east- 
ern and midwestern markets for at least another four weeks. 


Reason is that Young preemed his new season on the Coast four 
weeks ago, but the program didn’t tee off in the east until Sept. 20. 
As a result, CBS and the two regional sponsors (Esso and 
Kroger) have a backlog of four films on kine which must be played 
off in the east first. As a result, the Burns and Allen show will be the 
only one from CBS riding eastbound from Hollywood during the first 
week of the transcontinental link, starting Oct. 4. 





WCBS-TV, N. Y. flagship of the CBS video web, is thumping its tub 
this week ever the fact that its Margaret Arlen show, aired cross-the- 
board from 11:05 to 11:30 a.m., is now completely SRO—and this de- 
spite the fact that it tags directly after a CBS colorcast. That means 


that black-and-white setowners can get no CBS picture in the period 
prior to Miss Arlen’s program. 


Station had considerable trouble convincing potential clients that 


George Christie, took to the air- the period immediately foliowing a colorcast would not be dead time. 
waves to call the action “the most | AS of now, however, Miss Arlen has 30 spot participations during the 
arrogant insult ever handed the | Week, with a waiting list of other clients hoping to buy in. 


people of Manchester.” 
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... A manufacturer of hair curlers 
advertised their product exclusively on a 
WGN.-TYV morning program for just two 
weeks. % Sales for this period amounted 


to $40,000... not including repeat orders. 
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The Chicago Tribune Television Station 


Here’s a Story 
That Curled a Lot 
of People’s Hair! 


P.S. The program is available 
for minute announcements | 
. live or film. 


Call your WGN-TV 


representative today. 











One of the four major television networks may soon be faced with 
the touchy problem of okaying commercial copy about a laxative for 
TV. Ex-Lax this week is reportedly scouring the field for a possible 
buy-in, which would mark its first stab at video. 

DuMont, incidentally, carried a spot campaign for Serutan some time, 
ago, with the plugs on film. Web reported no squawks from viewers. 





, A gremlin, who thrives on printer’s ink, is responsible for the omis- 
sion from the Pinky Lee page advertisement in Variety of a line of 
type which embarrassed the comedian. The line was: “Thanks to Abe 
Lastfogel, who has been responsible for my success thus far, having 
guided each and every step I have taken the past two years.” 





For the 10th consecutive year, Albert R. Perkins, managing editor 
of The American Magazine, is conducting an evening course in radio 
and TV writing at New York University, Washington Square branch, 


this fall. Perkins launched his course in 1941, when he was script 
director for CBS. 


A former radio and pix scripter, Perkins was also at one time TV 
editor for Look mag and exec editor for Macfadden publications. 


WIBK delivers the Goods 





















Here’s Sponsor Identification with ime 
pact! The “Twin Movie Party,” carried via 
WJBK-TV for Twin Pines Dairy, is a - 
brand new Saturday feature! After only 
three weeks, “Milky,” the Twin Pines 
magician-clown who handles the commer- 
cials, appeared at a Mother-Son school 
party. Without fanfare or introduction 
“Milky” appeared on the stage. The kids 
in a single voice, roared ... “It’s Milky.” 


al 


WJBK-7V-DETROIT joes 


National Soles Headquarters: 488 Madison Avenue, New York 22 





Eldorado 5-2455 
Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 























. | Wednesday, October 3, 1951 VARIETY 35 








. 
olor, 


oStly 
ided 
itlet, 
>BS- 





= Big things are happening at ABC 
a Aha here's the latest: 
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fae | ABC Radio’s exciting new daytime structure has paid off with enormous 
success in the morning: every single segment of morning time has been 

1 on ‘ ° 

oe sold this fall, What a line-up of shows. . . and sponsors! 

four Hazel Bishop ... Swift... Philco... General Foods 

ved | Sterling Drug ... General Mills . .. Lever Brothers 

7 Prudential ... Serutan ... Philip Morris 

tub And now ABC is beginning to build the same sort of winning line-up 

ane in the afternoon ... beginning with four popular daytime dramas, 

an scheduled back to back, from 3:30-4:30. 

= 

- 

cans MARY The Strange 

ime a VALIANT MARRIAGE 

— MARLIN EVELYN LADY FOR TWO 

Abe 3:30pm. | WINTERS | 4:00 pm. 4:15 pm. 

3:45 pm. 
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I'ere’s a once-in-a-lifetime chance to 
d hitch your product to a big sure- 
ngor? fire promotion: ABC Radio’s afternoon 


Sp? shows will have a MAJOR —2- 
by p PRIORITY ON ADVERTISING AND CNS ‘ 
pri gis PUBLICITY during the coming 5 
Yy 


' months. I'or full details call 


ABC Radio Salés (Clrcle [J 
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American Broadcasting Company 
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football fan but there are plenty 
of these for it to draw on, particu- 
larly in view of Rice’s long stand- 
ing rep as a sportswriter. 

Like the football teams he 
talked about, Rice’s long layoff 
from broadcasting slowed his de- 
livery to a walk, creating several 
fluffs. But he added his selection 
of winners pertinently to the 
long lists compiled by other 
sportswriters and also did an okay 
job of interviewing Columbia U.| 
coach Lou Little. Chief interest | 
in Little, of eourse, lay in the fact | 
that Columbia was forced to can-| 
cel its first game with Princeton, | 
because two of its players have 
polio. As for Rice’s predictions, he | 
didn’t go out on the limb with any, 
following mainly the lineup select- 
ed by other writers. 

Sylvania is using this show to| 
pitch jts television receivers, hop- 
ing to lure the sports fans who 
want to watch their stuff on TV. 
Bob Hall spieled the blurbs well. 

Stal. 





MARY MARLIN 
With Eloise Kummer, Everett | 
Clark, Laurette Philbrandt, | 
Maurice Copeland 
Director: Don Painter 
Writer: Mona Kent 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:30 p.m. | 
Sustaining 
ABC, from Chicago ~ 


It was like old times as ABC re- 
vived “Mary Marlin’ Monday (24) 
under Chicago dateline. Appar- 
ently nothing new has been added 
to hausfrau tearjerkers in the in- 
terim since the Windy City was 
the soaper capital in the '30’s. 
Formula, involving large doses of 
emitional travail and broad mel- 
ler, returned intact. But vicarious 
weeping is still a saleable commodi- 
ty and the web’s investment is 
likely to pay off in a series which 
rates par for the washboard course. 


Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 30. 





Serial’s chief claim to distinction 
derived from the cast’s knowing 


theatrics. Leads broke in on 
radio scripts back in the early days 
and their deft touch embellished 
the opening segment. Eloise Kum- 
mer hit home as Mary Marlin, per- 
petually distressed heroine who 
now found herself torn between 
her husband, Joe, who made an 
Enoch Arden reappearance after 
four years, and David Post, a guy 
who kept the home fires burning. 
Everett Clark, sounded properly 





Although there was no campaign- 
ing and politics was eschewed, City 
Controller Dilworth’s musical se- 
lection were vote-getters even if 


they weren’t too distinguished mu- 
sically, 

Serota’s presence is virtually 
mandatory. Dilworth, for example, 
for all his acknowledged platform 
skill managed to flub several times 
in the course of the script. Dil- 
worth led off with his favorite 
piece of march music “I’m Looking 
Over a Four-Leaf Clover,” played 
by the Ferko String Band, which 
tune, coincidentally, was the theme 
song of the Democratic City Com- 


distraught as the returning hubby | mittee when the candidate ran for 


and Maurice Copeland filled the 
role as second man in the triangle. 
The love and duty conflict un- 
veiled on the initialer should keep 
the strip moving serenely along 
through sea of heart throbs. 
Dave. 


FAMOUS PHILADELPHIANS AT 
THE MIKE 

With Sam Serota 

30 Mins., Sat. 9 p.m, 

Sustaining 

WIP, Philadelphia 
WIP’s new Saturday night show 

“Famous Philadelphians at the 


|} Mayor in 1947, 


It also served to 


|let announcer Serota mention the 


Mike” gives local personalities a | 


chance to act as disk jockeys, pick 
their favorite platters and spiel 
reminiscences. With city on the 
eve of a hot political campaign it 
was only to be expected that can- 
didates would grab the opportunity 
to present themselves to the public 
in a change of spotlight. Initial 
prominent citizen for the deejay 
chores was Richardson Dilworth, 
City Controller and Democratic 
candidate for District Attorney, 
who took over the turntable (22). 
His successor (29) was the Rev. 
Daniel Poling, eminent divine and 
Republican candidate for Mayor. 
Sam Serota, veteran WIP gab- 
ber, does most of the conversation- 
al legwork and leads subject into 
his platter selection, generally 
with a flashback of activities of the 
personage about the time the rec- 
ord to be played became popular. 








guest’s service with the Marine 
Corps in World War I. 

A favorite of the visiting deejay 
after being mustered out of the 
service was the late Al Jolson’s 
“Toot Toct Tootsie.” Serota cued 
his guest on an interest in classical 
music and Dilworth worked in a 
picture of home life (he has eight 
children) with the family sitting 
around listening to Strauss’ “Vien- 
na Life.” This was the only con- 
cession to high brow music. An- 
other favorite of the amateur plat- 
ter spinner, ever since he went to 
Sunday school as a kid, is “Onward 
Christian Soldiers” as waxed by 
Phil Spitalney and his orchestra. 
This number with its “feeling for 
the fellow-man” always strikes a 
sympathetic chord in Dilworth, 
since he belongs to the Fellowship 
Commission, an organization to 
promote better religious an@ racial 
relations. 


Under Serota’s urgings, Dilworth 
talked about his days at Yale, when 
along with his classmates he would 


| travel to New York for an outing. A 





favorite stopping place was the Cot- 
ton Club, which brought to mind 
Duke Ellington’s “Mood Indigo,” 
which’ Serota’ promptly produced 
for him to play. Another favorite 
of the visiting deejay’s salad days 
was the number “Smiles,” in a re- 
vival recording by the late Buddy 
Clark. Strength of program lies in 
the name power of the guest. Dil- 
worth was good leadoff man be- 









































Saturdays, NBC-TV 


VARIETY 
“Fascinating choreography .. . the 
duo are highly skilled dancers with 
looks and personality to make them 


important in terp circles." 


BILLBOARD 


“They have zest, looks and ingenuity 
In addition to outstanding ability.” 


ED SULLIVAN 


“Fisher and Ross—clicks!" 


DOROTHY KILGALLEN 


“Nelle Fisher and Jerry Ross—Tops in 
Town," 


HY GARDNER 


“The industry's most 


dance creators and choreographers.” 


ISHER and ROSS 


Returning OCT. 6th! 


“Your Show of Shows” 


THANKS ... to MAX LIEBMAN for including us in his roster of stars. 


imaginative 





NELLE and JERRY 








Just Concluded 11 WEEKS 


GREEN MANSIONS, New York 
THANKS .. . to ERNEST D. GLUCKSMAN for a Memorable Season 
Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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cause in recent years he has be- 
come the stormy petrel of Phila- 
delphia politics and anything about 
him, even his favorite records, 
would have curiosity appeal, Bio- 
graphical detail was worked in a 
bit clumsily on opener but this is 
something that can be worked out 
in scripting and with more care in 
rehearsing script. Gagh. 


HARK! THE YEARS 

With Fredric March, narrator 
Music: Nathaniel Shilkret 

55 Mins., Sun. (30), 10:35 p.m. 
WNEW, N. Y. 

WNEW, N. Y. indie, went over- 
board Sunday (30) when it devoted 
a full 55 minutes of its late eve- 
ning air time to the spinning of a 
record album. That the program 
was Okay listening was less to the 
station’s credit than to Capitol 
Records, the diskery which produc- 
ed the album. Show was whipped 
out without any .production efforts 
on WNEW’’s part and it was tanta- 
mount to nothing mere than a solid 
cuffo plug for the diskery. Station’s 
intent was to jump the gun on 
other stations in premiering the 
new album but whether it’s worth 
55 minutes of air time is doubtful. 


After only a brief live intro, pro- 
gram segued to wax until the 
windup. G. Robert Vincent, who 
compiled the album for Capitol 
from his collection of voice tracks, 
many of which were received from 
Thomas A. Edison, rates kudos for 
compiling an interesting historical 
sound scrapbook. Fredric March 
handled the through - the - years 
commentary in his usual expert 
styling and the -Nathaniel Shilkret 
score was effective. 


Album opened with an 1890 
recording of the bugle call that 
teed off the Light Brigade’s charge 
at Balaklava in the Crimean War 
and closed with an appealing 
speech made by Franklin D. Rod- 
sevelt in the early 1930s. Such 
voices as Florence Nightingale, 
Edison, P. T. Barnum, William 
Jennings Bryan, Lillian Russell, 
Woodrow Wilson, Henry Cabot 
Lodge, Calvin Coolidge, John 
Barrymore, etc. filled the rest of 
the album with equal impact. 


_ All in all the diskery did a good 
job both in producing the album 
and gétting the station to air it. 
The spinning of a complete album, 
however, should be a disk jockey 
production and not a station’s. It’s 
an easy way to fill a 55-minute 
time gap but radio should rely on 
its own imagination and inven- 
tiveness. Gros. 


PHILOSOPHY IN THE NEWS 
With Rev. Jim McClain 
15 Mins.; Sun., 4 p.m. 
RED ARROW LABORATORIES 
Texas State Network 
(Bozell & Jacobs) 

Newscast with a new slant is this 
52-week series via 20 stations of 
the _ Texas State Network, orig- 
inating at WRR, Dallas. Program 
is written and announced by Rev. 
Jim McClain, former “Dr. I. Q.” 
of NBC, who is now rector of St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church in Irving, 
Tex. Format is a blend of major 
news items with integration of 
philosophy and religion. 

Rector is sole voice heard dur- 
ing the quarter hour, except for a 
closing sales spiel by the studio 














Represented by 





r assistant 


announcer. Rev. McClain opens 
the weekly stint with “Philosophy 
in the news; byline: Rev. Jim Me. 
Clain.” He also opens and closes 
with a plug for Red Arrow prod- 
ucts, 

Topic for first program, “Was 
Former President Hoover Justified 
in His Recent Criticism of Ameri- 
can Morals in High Places?” found 
the churchman justifying present 
day behavior by the simple ex- 
planation that the présent genera. 
tion was spawned from the “Roar- 


fing 20’s” and found examples in 


Hoover’s era. He reminded listen- 
ers of Albert Fall, Harry Sinclair 
and President Harding’s “poker. 
playing friendliness.” Brought out 
also was that the personal moral 
standards of our people from 1920- 
1930 was without parallel. Recent 
scandal concerning West Point 
football players and the Bradley 
basketballers was explained as a 
result of secularism. 


Rev. McClain stressed that his 
statements were not a whitewash 
of current history, but a convic- 
tion that present moral standards 
are only “a hangover from the pro- 
hibition era. Compare Truman 
with Harding and you'll see prog- 
ress.” 

Commentator has a wealth of ra- 
dio savvy and experience. Abetted 
by one of the finer ether voices, 
program should find a solid niche, 

Barker, 


ST. MARY’S CHURCH MASS 

With Rev. William UH. Turner, 
Eugene R. Connell 

#€5 Mins.; Sun.; 10 a.m. 

CATHOLIC RADIO GUILD 

WPTR, Albany 


..The broadcast of Mass from St. 
Mary’s Church in Troy represents 
an interesting, unusual departure 
from the policy followed here- 
abouts in the dozen years that such 
pickups have been made—regular 
use of a priest as a commentator- 
narrator. Rev. William H. Turner, 
pastor, handled the 
broadcasts solo for a time, but 
recently Eugene Connell, leading 
layman, has been pairing with him. 
Presumably this is to avoid voice 
monotony. 

Father Turner, who also writes 
the excellent scripts, possesses a 
pleasing voice and good delivery. 
Connell is earnest and accurate, 
but his voice tends to be small and 
flat and his delivery rather inflex- 
ible. Fine taste is observed. Lis- 
tener reaction is ee, 

aco. 


U. OF UTAH FOOTBALL 

With Mal Wyman, Kay Richins 

Producer: Wendell Ashton 

Sat., 7:45 p.m. 

UTAH OIL REFINING CO. 

KALL, Salt Lake City 
(Gillham) 

For the sixth consecutive year 
Mal Wyman is back on the job do- 
ing a play by play of the U. of 
Utah football games, and he’s 
maintaining high standards from 
start to finish. 

Wyman is no _ screamer, he 
doesn’t start at a peak, and then 
find he has no place to go from 
there. Instead he .paces himself 
carefully, does a clean, efficient 
job of telling.what’s going on on 
the field, and holds back the ex- 
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it. Result is, when the big ac-/ direct traffic at intersections ad-|{little groups, potent, 
ie does show Up, Sas vents jacent toe school buildings to keep | even pathetic content. 
plenty of vocal contrast, their fellows out of the way of| To further highlight the tense 


stirring, 


— ee ie ing on top|P@88ing motorists, This cere-|fven's tunes D5 = a ile 
én m1aYe identitying players, and| monial induction of its members,|Comes Marching Home” . My 
somehow findin e for side| occasioned by the fact it’s the pa-|Honey’s Loving Arms,” etc., gave 


cnere’s no one in this section who cast and tel saad tar WTCN ac | dimensional impact that rocked. 
can touch Wyman. Occasionally , ‘ y as a' This worthwhile program 
he tries to tell too much about public service and it brought the | which in its past season provided 
what's happening, and or fo oP an i eomeneny large oo episodes from the top of Golden 
oint that ma r -| of invaluable newspaper and other | Gate Bri is ’ Whe 
oi him. But that can't be! publicity and praise. ate Bridge, Fisherman’s Wharf, 


: the Ferallone Islands (27 miles 
counted as a major failing. Aired from the State Fair|out to sea from Frisco) and the 


This year Kay Richins is han-| grounds, with several thousand | Top of The Mark, is profiting from 





ling the timeout color job, and} youngsters, acting Gov. C. Elmer | the trenchant production and di- | 


doing it with a gratifying lack of} Anderson, other state and local of- |rection of Ralph DeSalle and the 

hems and haws. He does a straight-| ficials and the St. Paul Police | vibrant reporting of Bob Day who, 

forward job, which is nice con-| band in attendance, and funneled |as a team, prove that solid idea- 

trast to the tension of the game it-| to 22 other radio stations through- | work, originality and thoroughness 

self. out the state, the halfhour show | of preparation pay off in superior 
Commercials are split between | was. not only successful in pro- | programming. 

Wyman and Richins, and_they’re | moting WTCN, but also un- Definitely professional stuff 

















brief and to the point. Pitch is| doubtedly in impressing upon the Ted. 

for Utoco service stations, and boys and girls their work’s im- 

cover sale of products _ nore | eee and value. 

ice. erl, Expertly handed by the emcee- di UJ 

si writer, John Ford, WTCN staffer, Ra 10 Follow- p 

COWBOY JAMBOREE the show was shaped in such a way 

With Pete Williams’ Tumbleweeds | aS to hold the participating chil- 

2) Mins.; Sun.; 3:30 p.m. | dren’s interest and that of their} “Theatre of Today” celebrated 

DUTCH BOY DRIVE-IN | parents, other relatives and friends. | its 10th birthday on Saturday (29) 

WROW, Albany Rees. | and received the benefit of another 
Mildly entertaining half-hour by ee foes vee in the tern Sg 2 
his guitar-fiddle-bass trio origi-|.,.., ba 2a oe of Si aaa . | half-hour series over CBS. “Today” 

aT pes restaurant-outdoor aa SAN FRANCISCO SKETCHBOOK usually is in the safe, tried-and- 

tre on the Albany-Schenectady | With Bob Day, narrator; Phil true light comedy groove with 
. | Bovery Orch. 


aad T »weeds lace more , , romantic embroidery that’s ap- 
eee A hgserges ov ahi mapeaeny | ames Sheree + WESer: Ralph propriate for noontime Saturday. 
than is sometimes the case with 20 Mins. Sat.. 4:30 p |To further insure constant listen- 
such combinations. Show would | gig as OR, S209 P.M, |ing, film or stage names are tap- 
make easier, clearer listening if}, BSCSNIng | ped; this frame recruited Joseph 


background noises were cut, and | GO, San Francisco Cotten, always a sure thing. That 
automobile horn-tooting at the end| »Bowing off for its second season | the script telegraphed both the un- 
of numbers were eliminated or|With a dramatic taping of the) folding and denouement almost 
reduced. Sharper engineering, homecoming of a troopship (The | from the first words didn't seem 
better programming and tighter General Edwin S. Patrick) with on- | to matter; both “Today” and much 
scripting would also improve pro- eck and on-pier cross roving re-|of radio drama follow the same 
gram. teem of tcl vets and —— peor bag oe being left 
aes vere | waiting mothers, wives, sweet-| mostly to the whodunits. 
9 ee Cltaren aan (eee and children, this Bey | Story had Cotton gloomy over 
the homey, friendly touch; and | Mature public service program has | , | ; 
cheery philosophy. Bob Fowler, a ac rege telly a Fs sa sor wad ug ian of his stepsister he hasn't seen. 
good bassplayer, also vocalizes, as ha oy ce iam vais A P vith |He believes she’s 13 or so. | She 
does violinist Shorty Robers. Yo- a ne ae hoo _ a My | turned out to be “going on 21” and 
deling is sometimes included. Trio | crouts ° gees my pre my : of pretty. After the usual folderol 
harmonize on certain selections, ncn wi gi ogg acne“ oe otras | concerning Cotten's overcultivated 
Jaco ficers and cries of waiting ones | girl friend, who was plenty hopped 
* |intermingled, the amalgam fused|up about entry of the ward upon 
pathos, excitement and patriotism | the scene, it ended on the proper 
SCHOOL SAFETY PATROL into living-melodrama of the first | note; meaning Cotten fell in love 
With John Ford, etc. order. with his charge and she returned 
Producer-director: Charles D. Mil- | Highly skillful querying of on-|the compliment. It’s one of the 
let ship vets alternated with those of | oldest story-lines on the shelf, but 
Writer: Ford on-pier waiting relatives and | was played creditably by all hands 
30 Mins.; Tues. (22), 1:30 p.m. friends, and later group coverage | under fine direction by Jack Tyler 
WTCN, Minneapolis jas the two came together, with | and Ira Avery's everall production. 
Minnesota school safety patrol|tears and cheers part of the| Judith Parrish and Chester Strat- 
comprises the boys and girls who jclusters of happy—if choked up—|ton were among the cast. 


prospects of taking over as guard- | 


Committee OK on 4 


Washington, Oct. 2. 
Chances of Senate passage this 
session of legislation which would 


formation essential to bookie oper- 





result of approval by the Senate 
| Interstate Commerce Committee of 
four bills designed to control gam- 
|bling. However, in view of plans 
of Congress to adjourn soon, it’s 
unlikely the House will take action. 
Because of the impact of the 
Senate Crime Committee hearings 
ion the important part played by 
interstate communications in aid- 
ing organized gambling, it’s expect- 
ed that Sens. Estes Kefauver 
(D., Tenn.) and Herbert O'’Conor 
(D., Md.), former chairman of the 
Committee, will push for passage 
of at least one of the bills. Both 
Senators testified at recent hear- 
ings before the Commerce Com- 
mittee in supporting a federal li- 
i;censing system to control trans- 
mission of gambling information. 


One of the measures recommend 
ed -by the Commerce Committee 
closely follows a proposal of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
ision to outlaw outright the broad- 
casting or wire transmission of in- 
formation needed by bookies. This 
| bill, as approved by the Commit- 


}tee (S. 2116), would absolutely | 


| prohibit radio or TV stations from 
| broadcasting, until the horse of 
| dog race is concluded, data on bets, 
| wagers, scratches, jockey changes, 
| weights, probable winners, or odds 
The bill also makes it unlawful 

for any communication facility, 
| other than radio, to transmit or re- 


| ceive such information in interstate | 


| commerce, 

The measure carries a penalty of 
| $1,000 fine or one year in prison or 
| both for violation. 

| A second measure (S. 1563), pro- 
|posed by the Crime Committee, 
{makes it unlawful to transmit bet- 
|ting information on races “or any 
other sporting events” over inter- 
state facilities without obtaining a 
license from the Dept. of Justice 
|It was this approach to the gam- 


curb broadcasting of horse-race in- | 


ations, picked up last week as the | 


Anti-Gambling 


Bills Cues Chance of Senate Passage 


| bling problem which was strongly 
| opposed by FCC Chairman Wayne 
| Coy in tesfimony before the Com- 
merce Committee, on the ground 
_that it would involve difficult ad- 
| ministrative problems and would 
‘not do the job. The Committee, 
therefore, gave the licensing au- 
thority to the Attorney General. 

This bill, which carries a penalty 
for violation, of $10,000 fine or two 
years in prison or both, exempts 
broadcast stations, newspapers and 
periodicals. 

The two other measures attempt 
to control gambling by amendment 
of the lottery laws. and by prohib- 
iting surreptitious transmissions. 


CRAIG ENGINEER VP. AS 
PHILCO MAKES CHANGES 


Philadelphia, Oct. 2. 
Palmer M Craig, who was 
named engineering veepee of the 


television and radio division of 
Phileo Corp. vesterday, is the latest 
In a series of top echelon changes 


at the plant 


Craig, who has been director of 
engineering in the electronics de- 
partment, will Teave the research 
and engineering division to report 
in his new capacity to Larry F. 
Hardy, president television and 
radio division, 


Joseph H. Gillies was appointed 
v.p. and general manager of the 
government and industrial division 
Thursday (27) in a further ex- 
pansion of Philco's divisionaliza- 
tion program to meet increased in- 
dustrial and Governmental de- 
mands. Since 1948, Gillies has been 
v.p. On Operations for the televi- 
i'sion and radio division, and in 
| April, 1951 assumed the duties of 
i V.p. on operations of the newly- 
established Government and indus- 
trial division. 

William J. Peltz, who has been 
manager of Government and in- 
dustrial operations, has been 
named v.p. of operations of the 
| television and radio division. 











In New York—the nation’s richest market— 


worwvs “Telephone Game” 


means 1. Fun for viewers 
2. Sales for advertisers 


Channel 9’s “Telephone Game” is sock selling. It’s great entertainment...PLUS 
a natural merchandising tie-in. 


“Telephone Game” has an ingenious gimmick — devised by the genius of Harry S. 


Productions. It sends housewives — by the droves — to their local grocery stores. 


Let WOR-tv tell you how this show has sold foodstuffs in carload lots... 


everything from cleanser to whipped cream. 
WO R-ty cha 


call, write or wire 


Goodman 
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m.” d People in the Audi- 
| |. | BUCK HERZOG 
Milwaukee Sentinel oss P 
“What I saw was a we alanced, e ; Z y j Ha 
well-paced show with an appeal for (phe fa ; is y;,.° About gs i ve = Uae yoga Wasp 
kids, teen-agers and adults. / - ‘aaa 
e on Xe 
RUDOLPH ELIE 
Boston Herald 
“.. for, in the smoothest and most 
completely riotous transition a record- 
! ing star ever made to a new medium, 
| Spike jetted himself into the strato- 
sphere of television comedy with one 
appearance on Sunday’s Comedy 
! 
a 
| 
\ 
THANKS to: 
t " COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET CO.' 
-—SHERMAN MARQUETTE 
—TED BATES & COMPANY 


! —WILLIAM ESTY COMPANY, INC. 





e's 


rT Personal Management- ARENA x STARS, kc. 
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In Grateful Appreciaton to PAT WEAVER and FRED WILE, Jr. 
of the National Broadcasting Co. for providing us with this wonderful staff: 


@ SAM FULLER @ ERNIE GLUCKSMAN @ ED SOBEL @ 
@ AL GOODMAN @ KINGMAN MOORE @_ LEE SHERMAN’ @ 





«eefo my cast including: «ee to my writers: «+. and to my Guest Stars: 
HELEN GRAYCO JAY SOMMERS GALE ROBBINS 
GEORGE ROCK EDDIE MAXWELL (February 11th) 
FREDDY and DICK MORGAN FREDDY MORGAN 
SIR FREDERICK GAS EDDIE CLINE JAN PEERCE 
WAYNE MARLIN TRIO (September 16th) 











Ralph Wonders, President 














































































































































40 RABIO-TELEVISION VARIETY Wednesday, October 8, 1951 
. “Who Said That?” for a co-op ride z 
ie on 17 stations ... WGN-TV aired ano ts 
}a simuleast Monday (1) from Car- 
eievision er 'dinal Stritch’s private chapel, tee- 
ing off a month-long Rosary Cru- éfve 9 
sade campaign . ... “Hawkins 
| vale mans eee, —_ esearc S 
Marshall . . . Trifari, Krussman & | notched its first bi y yester- 
New York __| Fishel, costume jewelry manufac- | day (Tues.) with web execs hosting . e 
i Mary Hartline, of ABC-TV’S| turers, pacted- for the Tuesday |@ hors d’oeuvre spread for cast -_ j 
“Super Circus,” entering the mer-| night edition of WNBT’s Tex Me-| Crew . . ne rare Se or IS nl 
chandising field via toys, children’s | Crary-Jinx Falkenburg show, “New | peg o" ve WBKB “sen ¢ en 
wear and food products which | York Close-Up. |early morning test pattern in color Princeton, Oct. 2. 
she’ll endorse .. . Standard Brands |in preparation of its picking UP| Request by Brig. Gen. David 
} and Ideal Novelty & Toy Corp. | Hollywood bees he — nee pk | Sarnoff, RCA board chairman, that 
have signed as participating spon-| Eddie Albert and Margo are co- prepa tiey with WENR-TV’s “Uncle | his engineers develop a low-cost, 
sors in WABD’s “Magic Cottage” | starred in “The Cherry's,” Eddie | \riictietoe” on a tri-weekly basis|¢lectronic air conditioner for the 
show, starring Pat Meikle. ..Thom Lewis Productions telepic rolling | ¢,. another season .. . Marie Eng- | home within the next five years, is 
, McAn shoes is sponsoring a half-| Thursday at Motion Picture Cen- strand-Brady into “Hawkins Falls” | believed to keynote RCA’s long-re- 
hour football film Friday nights|ter. Jane Wyatt and Lloyd Bridges | ¢..+ this week. | ported move into the home appli- 
| over WPIX, with the 13-week deal | topline “The Hettie Green Story, | ance field. Manufacturer has sev- 
preeming last week (28)... Her-| — beer Neng hon o sked ae. hohe |eral times in the past been reported 
bert K. Horton, formerly TV pro-| Fairbanks Productions bought an | é : : z 
duction manager of the owned | See “y= -4 by Budd ly COURT BALKS 4 LOCALS fern A legge ch geo ger Bae oe a are 
: agency, switched to Geyer, Newell | “Wedding Cake,” for its “Holly- . aay z ne emos of a Girl Fri 
& Ganger as a video producer ...| wood Theatre” video film series IN KSTP PICKETIN | called ye — vr yoni ny h riday 
Martin Brandt featured with Lee|. . . KNBH has begun telecasts | request is the first public mention our paragraph on Or- 
Tracy and Marsha Hunt on the/|from the Oasis, local nitery, remot- Minneapolis, Oct. 2. of that fact by a top RCA exec. son Bean packed Blue An- 
preem of DuMont’s “Cosmopolitan |ing name bands once-weekly on Four non-striking locals of the | (RCA _prexy Frank M. Folsom, Pp 
| Theatre” last night (Tues.) . . .| half-hour slots. Channel opening | ary, International Brotherhood of meanwhile, announced this week | gel — they applauded for 
First fall membership meet of the; this week featured the Lionel | Ejectrical Workers have been|that RCA will begin marketing | f h h lick d 
National TV Film Council slated| Hampton crew . . . Sara Haden. | ten porarily restrained by the dis-| home air conditioners on Jan. 1.) | ~ igtgecsiongiest ta — 
for Oct. 31... Milt Kramer, radio-) Hal K. Dawson and Rodney Bell|++i-¢ court from picketing radio| Sarnoff pitched the problem to|| like you said. 
TV writer, has his first book, a| featured in upcoming “Front Page | , i TV station KSTP, or “perform- | his research engineers on the oc- | 
humorous tome titled ‘Greetings, | Detective” vidpic . . . Telepix pro-|2N@ ~ * lawful acts of violence” | casion of his 45th anni in radio, via || EARL WILSON 
Character,” being published in|ducer Frank Leyva skedding a/'"8 any Unlawtul acts | a special commemorative ceremony | 
early December by Paxton-Slade. | series of 13 half-hour vidpix tag- — soe es n% | held here last Thursday (27). At | N. Y. POST er 
... Charles Irving, producer-direc- ged. “The Chihuahua Kid, to be The court's order, which doesn't | that time, RCA’s research labs here | "The hottest new comic pc 
tor of CBS’ “Search for Tomorrow” | Shot on location at Big Bend, Tex., mention Radio Technicians Union) © ° rea Rete the “David Sar a # 
soaper, established TV Production | and in Chihuahua, Mexico . Ne. 1216, whose KSTP members | of R iy cal c bes = oe Sens = around... -f 
Associates to package other shows | “Salted Mines” and “Koniackers’ | went on strike in April, 1950, and | 0 esearch Center” and a neg bi 
for video . . . Carl King has signed | rey first two in Bane G-Man” | now claim they’re locked out, is | ge deg papi ae if HY GARDNER 
Wor CBS! “Live Like'a Millionaire |of  Telemount™ Pletures, Lesley | “irected, against IBEW “SymPAINY) tioner, Sarnoff also asked his en-|J,, N.Y. HERALD TRIBUNE : 
Goodson-Todman .ctfice has| Selander directing, Russell Hayden |— ‘ lvi oe a _— gineers to develop an electronic | He looked straight from FI 
wrapped up pilot film of Paul de|2"4. Jackie Coogan starred .. .|. In applying for the temporary | light amplifier for TV and a video H d d hiffl He 
rure “Family Bis ae which | Onslow Stevens, Raymond Burr, | injunction, KSTP ee Se picture recorder using inexpensive | arvar yard, wnittrie C 
Newton E. Meltzer  produced- | 34", Banks and John Alvin cast | recent rock-throwing _ episodes Itape, rather than film. Three items || haircut and all... refresh- di 
directed. Fred Newman scripted |i", “Jokers Wild,” Bing Crosby | which occurred during demonstra: | he said, were the “presents” he |}; fh = 
neat : wl hiakaan” cared I | Enterprise telepic ... Paul Fierro | tions before the station. The court | hopes to receive from the engineers | ing sense © umour ..-. M 
WOR’s Robert F. Blake appointed |imked for role in “The Padre’s| order rules that only striking | ¢ ye years hence, when he cele-|| the audience warmed up I 
publicity chairman for American Treasurer,” Kit Carson vidpic now |KSTP employees can picket, and | brates his 50th anni in radio. hi i di | “ : B 
Television Society ... Bob Shepard | Tolling. | forbids acts of violence toward or| |. > adiidted thn 4 4 to him immediately. ( 
added aa snammner o& tur Gaus: | —_—_—— |intimidation of the station’s em-| 9 errr ee ae ne RCA. teenth 
“Space Cadet,” “Public Prosecu- Chicago ployees and persons engaged in| ficubes facing BAA researchers DOROTHY KILGALLEN S) 
tor,” “They Stand Accused” and | te ‘in , | business with it. A hearing is set | 19 Coming up wi e answers Tor|t wLY. JOURNAL AMERICAN F 
Chi wrestling on DuMont | ABC's - TV's “Super Circus.” | for this week to determine if the | Production of the three,items. But, |f ,, ‘ 
Starver Mavtewe. whe hes bees pro- | which, marked its third anni Sun ‘restraining order shall be ‘made he said “anything that the human Orson Bean (love that . 
a Re chelate 8 | day (30), has setup a merchandis- |” ey | mind can conceive, can ultimatel : 
gg cn td i eo ing corporation which will be han- permanent or dismissed. | be produced.” y name) is the new comedy rT 
| taken over post of program ‘man- | 4%!e¢ by Sidney J. DuBroff Assocs. His request for the electronic find at the Blue Angel. His fc 
ager of the station. He was for- | ctatter, has replaced Ed Cooper as Forni . light amplifier was taken to indi-|} click there has the movie te 
merly program manager of WPIX |‘ : oe Neer eee | Barry-Enright Kine On cate that RCA thinks considerable ‘ li 
and prior to that had been exec |SOmmercial spieler on DuMont’s - di in || Moguls studying his screen 
sroducer at ABC-TV. , “Down You Go,” bankrolled by ‘ . ) P ell cae ty can still be made in n 
I go Big: , ’ |Old Golds . . . Jewel Food Stores | Investigator repp | theatre TV, since such an amplifier |] test, N 
1 _ Jack Brickhouse, of WGN-TV, | has purchased a weekly piece of mie! ight Prod _ | would make possible the projection te 
Chicago, and Russ Hodges, of| Clint Youle’s weather show on ,. Jack Barry-Dan Enright Produc: | (+ ny jictures in full brightness on || LEE MORTIMER 
R N. Y.’s WPIX, won the first awards | WN : < . tions will cut a kinescope audition | mei é ; : 5 te 
é BQ, searting Oct. 12... Jack tp ial Inves- | 22¥ Size screen, in the home or the DAILY MIRROR b: 
' handed out by Sporting News for| Brickhouse, WGN-TV sports de-| early next month of “Special Inves- latre. Sarnoff likened such an in- |] ,, iF 
| the top TV baseball commentators. |scriber, has been handed the | tigator,” stanza which was aired on | vention to the development of the | Orson Bean, a clean-cut 
a Wesley Addy | and Richard Sporting News award for his base- | Mutual a couple of years back. | loudspeaker for radio, naming it “oa ith . Pp! 
puree hedges ged Ellery Queen” | ball gabbing . . . Dorsey Connors.| -£ bought the rights to the| advance the “Magnalux” (meaning aes ingyen * wai v 
Peon hey niga (Thurs), aloe who works a nightly femme-angled 'show outright from Frank Brook, | “big-looker”). “The presently ceedingly dry delivery u 
Sullavan and Ronald Reagan latest Stuns neseine ame on te be | who had been with the Better Bus-| known optical systems cannot ac- | and a fine sense of the lu- ci 
to sign for exclusive TV appear-| station . Herb Shriner in town | ‘SS Bureau — tate jag | COmPlish a Oe Oe ae di i i -e 
ances on CBS’ “Schlitz Playhouse | @®er the weekend getting the cock- |¢!uded in deal were Brock’s files | course, enlarge pictures optically, icrous, Is an engaging te 
of Stars”... Frieda Fishbein, |tail treatment prior to the kickoff |°f, 1,000 cases of rackets and | but in the process, light is lost and|| comedian who _ should es 
N. Y. literary agent and play|of his new ABC tele spread .. .|Schemes. Incidentally, Barry had| the pictures become dimmer in- ‘erie of 
broker, has added a TV depart-|} Pure Oil, through Leo Burnett|been the announcer on Brock’s | stead of brighter. What is needed thrive. S, 
ment, to be headed by Orrin' agency, has re-pacted NBC-TV’s' MBS airer. is a true amplifier of light itself.” VARIETY a 
; ~~~ a Considerable interest was also |] ,, j - 
aroused in Sarnoff’s prediction of ...Getsa good response al 
| what the tape recording for TV pic- 
jtures would do. He envisioned from the house . . = Has T 
‘such an instrument for TV to be |] versatility and an insou- G 
| used much as tape is used now to H . 4 
|record music and speech, enabling Cranes that win friends b 
; | video pictures to be gg Vee in|} and influence bookers. h 
~ 'the home, theatre or elsewhere. fc 
| This invention, too, he named in ad- N. Y. DAILY MIRROR -_* 
if | samen, — 7 ne cect i i Philip Strassberg review of Pp 
uch a system, he said, would elim- | 
ew i Cans inate the unnecessary hazards and | Palace Theatre engagement - 
9 ‘waste, as well as unsatisfactory || Orson Bean brings hearty : 
| quality, currently found in kine- . one N 
| Scope recordings, in which the TV laughs. His canner | of I) 
| pictures are recorded on film. Englishmen 1s superb. ti 
. ape « s | As for the electronic air-condi- il 
is proud to announce affiliation with the ‘oner, Samom’named ithe Stice:|| NEW YORKER 
| tronair.” it could operate with Whittaker 1! 
tubes, he said, or through the ac- |} '' n 
| : tion of electrons in solids, but The masterly Orson Bean n 
| | should have no moving parts. In|} May turn out to be the 
| | addition, he said, it should be small, most comical newcomer 
i} noiseless and inexpensive and f h ae 
; 
Currently Playing k 
) | ATLANTA CRACKERS NIX Return Engagement 
| : NG 
VIDEO; CLAIM GATE DIP|| BLUE ANGEL ) 
effective October 4 Baseball games played by Atlan-|] - VILLAGE VANGUARD 4 b 
e ita Crackers at home during 1952 | 10 Weeks ] 
|} season will not be televised, Earl « 
, Mann, president of Atlanta entry PHILIP MORRIS PLAYHOUSE " 
'in Southern Baseball Assn., has . 
; | announced. : 
; | All of 1950 games were televised | ; 
| over WAGA-TY, sponsored by Phil- | : 
|co. Cracker management, feeling ‘ 
5000 watts - 1350 ke that TV was cutting gate receipts I 
|down, was on verge of stopping | : 
_ telecasts of games then, but de- | : 
cided to finish out their contract. | . I 
| A season just ended, it was de- | ‘ 
, cided to telecast only Ladies Nights’ © 
EDWARD PETRY & COMPANY, NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES | games, Tuesdays and Peldeoe At- P 
tendance recap at end of season, | } 
_ found crowds on these nights cut in | ‘ 
2 half, with ticket sales off 100,000 | ‘ 
hs | for entire season. Crackers finished Personal Mgt.—JERRY ROSEN ‘ 
= 9 Ase eee > fifth. 
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Sports Prove to Be Twin Cities’ Best 


le rs 
Radio-TV Friend: 
= >] 
Minneapolis, Oct. 2. 

It has become apparent here, as 
Twin Cities radio and TV stations 
prepare for a record-breaking 
amount of sport programming, that 
sports are the stations’ best 
friends. There'll be more sports 
shows than any other one type, 
news broadcasts excepted, and 
they'll all be sponsored. No other 
regular shows are so easy to sell 
and none attract such large audi- 
ences, according to station heads. 

With the number of sports shows 
setting a new high in number, foot- 
ball this will will get its most com- 
plete and largest coverage, with 
Wes Fesler, the new Minnesota 
gridiron coach, on both TV and 
radio, and Bernie Bierman, veter- 
an ex-coach, prominent on the 
ether waves. Inasmuch as_ the 
Twin Cities are considered foot- 
ball-mad communities this is prop- 
er, station. execs believe. They 
point out, however, that there’ll be 
plenty of coverage, too, for boxing, 
basketball and wrestling. 

The KSTP radio sports shows in- 
clude Jack Horner’s Monday to 
Friday 15-minute 5:30 p.m. “Jack 
Horner’s Corner” for the Shell Oil 
Co. He also has a similar Satur- 
day afternoon sport show and two 
evening shows on TV, with Whiz 
Motor Rhythm, Northland Grey- 
hound Buses, Muntz TV and Lew 
Bonn as sponsors. 


KSTP presents “Powerhouse of 
Sports” for -the Howard stores 
Friday nights at 8:30, the Gillette 
“Cavaleade of Sports” on TV at 
8 o’clock same nights, and at 
10:30 p.m, the Dick Dunkel show 
for Adam Hats. On Saturday af- 
ternoons on radio it will carry the 
live detailed account of the Min- 
nesota football games and TV the 
NCAA contests made available for 
television. It also will have the 
telecasts of the World Series base- 
ball games. 

A special halfhour “Kickoff” 
program Sunday night launched 
WCCO’s three-and-a-half-hour-line 
up of sponsored fall football broad- 
casts. This was a documented 
salute to the Minnesota football 
team, designed to stimulate interr 
est in the WCCO radio broadcasts 
of the home and abroad games 
Saturday afternoons, Among those 
on the show were Fesler and Bier- 
man; Ike Armstrong, Minnesota 
athletic director; Tug Wilson, Big 
Ten conference commissioner, and 
Grantland Rice, sportswriter. 

WCCO and all the stations 
broadcasting the Minnesota games 
have sports shows preceding and 
following the play-by-play running 


accounts of the Gopher contests..}. 


Participants include Fesler, Bier- 
man and sports writers, as well as 
former Minnesota gridiron greats. 
Sponsors include Standard Oil of 
Indiana for the seventh consecu- 
tive’ year; Twin City Federal Sav- 
ings and Loan, and the Waterman 
Waterbury Co. WCCO also has 
the coach on its Dayton Depart- 
ment. store-sponsored Monday eve- 
ning “Musical Chimes” show. 

Elaborate WTCN-TV Layout 

WTCN-TV’s sport layout probab- 
ly is the most elaborate of all. It 
includes the 13-week one-hour 
Fesler football shows Monday 
nights, am hour of local wrestling 
matches Tuesdays, the network 
boxing shows Wednesdays, a local 
15-minute sports roundup the same 
night, network professional foot- 
ball games Sunday afternoons fol- 
lowed by a 30-minute “Football 
Scout” show, a 10-minute sports re- 
View five nights a week, a Tele- 
Sports Digest a half-hour a week, 
and the film “This Week -in 
Sports,” a quarter-hour a week. 

WTCN radio broacasts the Min- 
nesota football games play-by-play 
Saturdays and has a pre-game show, 
“Before the Kickoff,” sponsored 
by Eleon Products and featuring a 
“Rose Bowl Party” contest. 

WMIN radio has been offering 
exclusive coverage of the St. Paul 
baseball games and will carry the 
St. Paul high school football games 
and top Minnesota intercollegiate 
contest each week. It has two 15 | 
minute sports reviews, “Local | 





All Are Sponsored! 


Angle in Sport,” afternoon and 
evening, six days a week and will 
carry the Notre Dame _ football 
games exclusively this fall. 
WLOL, MBS, carries as nfuth a§ 
32 hours a week of sports, and 
never less than 15. It broadcasts 
the Minneapolis baseb.ll games, 
the Minnesota football contests, the 
World Series exclusively, U. o 
Minnesota basketball at home and 
away, Minneapolis Lakers profes- 
sional basketball contests, and 
Minneapolis and St. Paul profes- 
sional boxing. 
* The U. of Minnesota football and 
basketball games are carried by 
WDGY, which also will carry the 
Minneapolis Lakers basketball. It 
has the baseball “Game of the Day” 
exclusively and plans coverage of 


some of the local professional 
fights. 





Philadelphia — Roger W. Clipp, 
general manager of the Philadel- 
phia Inquirer stations (WFIL and 
WFIL-TV) has been named chair- 
man of the Philadelphia Chapter of 
the National Foundation for Infan- 
tile Paralysis. He succeeds Frank 
L. McNamee, former president of 
United Artists, who headed the 
Chapter the last three years. 


U. of Ill. Delays Decision 
On Campus Tele Channel 
Bid; Politics Involved 
Cheiago, Oct. 2. 
Decision as to whether the U. of 
Illinois shall put in for a television 


channel for either its downstate 
Urbana or Chicago campus, has 





been left to a special TV commit- 
tee comprised of Board of Regents 
members. The committee’s plan to 
|launch an exhaustive study of the 
| economics and practicability of a 
| niversity station is seen as some- 
| thing of temporary defeat for cam- 


hoping for an early greenlight from 
the regents. 

There has been some political 
reaction to the _ state-supported 
school’s non-commercial teevee 
ambitions. Arguments have been 
put forward that tax money could 
be saved by the university's use of 
regular vidstations for its educa- 
tional programming. The Illinois 
Broadcasters Assn. recently went 
on record as opposing a university 
station. 

Campus staffers, themselves, have 
been closely studying the medium 
and its educational potential, and 
are eager to get under Way once 
the official okay is received. Insti- 
tution already has aviilable a $90,- 
|\000 TV transmitter which was given 
| by General Electric. 








Washington, Oct. 2. 





pus video enthusiasts, who were | 


If anyone thinks radio is taking 
'a back seat in America because of 
television, the latest production 
| figures of the radio receiver indus- 
| try should dispel the illusion. For 
| despite TV, radio set output has 
| been rising yearly. Even chis 
| year, while video sales have fallen 
considerably, radio production has 
|}nearly equaled the rate of 1950, 
| when the industry turned out a rec- 
ord 15,000,000 sets. 

During the first eight months of 


1951, according to the Radio-Tele- | 


vision Manufacturers Assn., radio 
output reached approximately 
9,000,000 sets, a decline of only 
3.5% from the’ corresponding 
period of last year. Production of 
TV sets, which totaled 3,633,000 in 
the eight-month period, fell 13° 
from last year. 

Considering that TV is on the 
rise and that radio is supposed to 
be getting some of the “impact” of 
video, the industry figures would 
appear to indicate that the radia 
receiver will hold its place in 
American life for years to come. 





high rate of radio output is the 
| increasing demand for auto sets. 
Last year, one out of every three 





borg months’ 
One reason for the continued | has 


Radio Set Production in Steady Rise; 
"31 Output 1507, Greater Than Video s 


|receivers produced went into an 


automobile. So far this year, near- 
ly 40° of the turnout has been for 
motor vehicles. 

On the basis of previous esti- 
|mates by RTMA, this year’s out- 
|put of auto sets would bring the 
|total number of cars equipped 
| with radios to around 24,000,000. 
} Counting two persons per car, this 
|}would mean a_ potential out-of- 
| home audience of nearly 50,000,000. 

Other factors contribute to the 
continued demand for radios. One 
|}is the trend toward the set-for- 
| every-bedroom, use of sets in of- 
fices and other places of business, 
and purchase of portables. 

While the public has been buy- 
ing some 13,000,000 TV sets in the 
last four years, it has also been 
buying over 40,000,000 radio re- 
ceivers. And a portion of the TV 
| sets, it should be noted, are radio 
| combinations. 











Lousiville —- Richard Oberlin, 
WHAS and WHAS-TV news direc- 
jtor, has returned to his post after 
leave of absence to 
work with UNESCO in France. He 
resumed both = supervisory 
duties and his place on WHAS- 
TV's 6:30 p.m. newscast Monday 
through Friday. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Hal Davis, Kenyon & Eckhardt v.p., left Monday (1) to visit clients 
in Wisconsin and Battle Creek, returns Oct. 13....Rudolph Halley 
kicks off opening luncheon of Radio Execs Club at the Waldorf-Astoria 
tomorrow (Thurs.)... ABC librarian Ruth Crawford appointed chair- 
man of the Special Libraries Assn. convention in N. Y. next May 
WMGM nutritionist Carlton Fredericks’ new tome, “Eat, Live and Be 
Merry,” has hit the bookstalis Associated Program Service topper 
Maurice Mitchell addresses state broadcasters’ confabs in Wisconsin 
(Oct. 9), Tennessee (Oct. 17), North Carolina (Oct. 19) and Ohio (Oct. 





28)... . Margaret Gardiner, VarteTyY muggess on the Riviera, back in 
town after three years in Europe. 
Murray Grabhorn, managing director of National Assn. of Radio & 


Television Station Representatives, will address the 10th annual lunch 
of The Pulse Oct. 24 in the Biltmore Bob Tompkins has resigned as 
promotion director of WWL, New Orleans, to join Al Durante’s pub- 
licity staff at J. Walter Thompson John A. Buning, ex-ABC sales, 
has joined WNEW as account exec. Indie, incidentally, is on lookout 
for a junior scripter World Broadcasting has added Win Needles 
and Paul Kemoner to its field force Next meeting of N. Y. chapter 
of American Women in AM and TV will be an all-day session on Sat- 


urday, Feb. 2 Robert Hurleigh doing the cross-the-board 7:55 p.m. 
newscast for Miller Brewing on Mutual Nelson Case working on a 
book Fd Murrow takes off for London Oct. 19 to spearhead British 
elections coverage for CBS WHLI prexy Elias Godofsky elected 


prez of L. I. Peoples Symphony Assn. Joel Tall, CBS engineer, 
teaching a course in tape recording at NYU WMGM flack chief Jo 
Ranson has been named chairman of the Brooklyn Red Cross’ Press- 
Radio Committee, taking over dual post previously held by WFDR’s 
Lou Frankel and the Journal-American’s John Newton ... Lowell 
Thomas celebrated his 21st anni in radio with a ballgame between his 
nine and a team captained by James Melton George Hamilton 
Combs, WMGM news analyst, appointed a special assistant U. S. at- 
torney working on price stabilization; he’s a former congressman from 
Missouri PFC Dan Schwartz, MBS press staffer on leave, produc- 
ing and emceeing weekly GI show for KENI, MBS Anchorage affiliate 

Robert Bragarnick has been appointed a v.p. of Biow agency and 
will continue as account supervisor on Lilt. 


Flock of out-of-town radio-TV editors “doing” New York this week, 
among them George Condon, of the Cleveland Plain Dealer; Sonia 
Stein, of the Washington Post, and Dorothy Beck, of the San Francisco 
News. 

Tom Frank, ex-CBS, now business manager of Kenyon & Eckhardt 
AM-TV production department Phil Bottfeld upped to assistant 
publicity director for Benton & Bowles, under Dick Bellamy .. .Nor- 
man Reader, ad-pub chief of French Government Tourist Office, sails 
tomorrow (Thurs.) for six weeks in France, Africa and Italy....Mac- 
Levy Slenderizing will sponsor 10 minutes of WMCA's Ted Steele cross- 
the-board Foreign Language Quality Network has re-elected WOV’s 
Ralph Weil as prexy and confirmed appointment of Adam Young, Jr., 
Inc., as sales rep. ...Capehart-Farnsworth has cancelled out of Fred 
Vanderventer’s 1 p.m. Sunday newscast on Mutual....Ray Morgan, 
creator of “Queen For a Day,” is in Gotham for a week....MBS prexy 
Frank White goes to Oklahoma City next week for preem of the Okla- 
homa Symphony’s third season on the web....Bank for Savings has 
picked up tab for John Bosman’s breakfast newscast on WINS... 
Ray Walker new to “Strange Romance of Evelyn Winters”... .Joy 
Hathaway, Anne Seymour, Florence Robinson, Richard Newton, Naomi 
Campbell, John Brewster and Joseph Curtin added to “Front Page 
Farrell”.... Billy Redfield is “Lorenzo Jones” addition. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


It would be a collector's item, if one had a tape recorder along, to 
eavesdrop on the hashing over of old times by Johnny Johnstone, ra- 
dio and TV chief of National Ass’n of Manufacturers, and Paul White, 
now newsman at a San Diego station. Both served through the last 
war as news chiefs of major networks. White for CBS and Johnstone for 


ABC, and their reminiscing must have been meaty for historians. 
Johnstone motored down the Coast to La Jolla for the reunion.... 
Tony Leader appears the choice of Dick Powell to direct his “Richard 
Diamond” now that Nat Wolff will be a busy executive at Young & 
Rubicam, east and west. Wolff will get “Halls of Ivy” off the ground 
but what happens after that is anyone’s guess... .Earl Ebi soaped up 
his debut as director of Lux Radio Theatre with last Monday’s “All 
About Eve”....Helen Pickens, formerly one of the singing sisters, 
was moved to N. Y. by Needham, Louis & Brorby to manage the 
agency’s Gotham office....NBC is moving “You Can’t Take It With 
You” to Friday night to bolster radio’s “slowest night in the year.” 
Scripters call it “a writers show,” high tribute to Jack Rubin and Jerry 
Brewer.... Virginia Cooke, whom Irna Phillips once called the most 
promising of the young soap opera writers, has turned her talents to 





|TV and sold two western stories to Roy Rogers. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


takes over guest job 


Sportscaster Bert Wilson has inked another year’s pact with WIND 
Peg (Mrs. Arthur) Jacobson departing her Chi NBC guest relations 
post as she and husband take up California residence. 


Adele Crawford 


Chi ABC radio topper Ed Smith and sales 
staffer Lowell Jackson in Minneapolis on a biz scouting jaunt.. 


..Mas- 


ter Mix Feeds has bought three weekly quarter-hours on WLS’ 6 a.m. 


“Farm Bulletin’... 


Eddy Arnold’s transscribed hillbilly tune session 
bowed this week on WMAQ with Ralston picking up the twice-weekly 


tab....Joan Bishep, former ‘Quiz Kid,” in at Albert’s, N. Y., as sing- 


ing pianist... 


WCFL airing weekly pub-service airer in cooperation 


with the Illinois Division of Vocational Rehabilitation... ..Eileen Mack 
has joined WMAQ’s “Chez Show” as guest contact for emcee Jack Eigen 


...WBBM’s “Shopping With the Missus” show hosted by Jim Conway 


being aired from the Chicago Defender’s Home Service festival Thurs- 


day (4) 
gery. 
day (28) 


... WMAQ disk spinner Norman Ross recuperating from sur- 
Popular Chi radio-TV personality went under the knife last Fri- 
..Emcee Bill Wells and singers George Ramsby and Honey 


Lee working WBBM’s early morning strip sponsored by D-Con... .Jack 
Brickhouse tees off a new nightly sports show on WGN for Ruby 


Chevrolet... 


WMAQ sales chief Howard Meyers vacationing... . Pierre 


Andre’s Monday night “Mr. Radio” airer back Oct. 15 after a summer 

















layoff. 
Cantor Faces the East 
Continued from page 31 a 
coaster) proved more than ever] point a few towns around the coun- 


that the show is the only thing. If 


la news event (granting its great 


historical significance) can be 
productive of such a good “show,” 
a program riding under the ban- 
ner of entertainment will just have 
to have that much more “show.” 


The Cantor production was just 
about all Cantor. It was as close to 
his w.k. “one-man show” as only 
he could make it; almost continu- 
ously Cantor-imaged; always in 
there working hard, driving home 
the point, the joke or the effect; 
and almost all harkback via his 42- 
year-career memory book. The 
best they could use for an opening 
peg was some film of El Capitan 
at Hollywood-Vine where the show 
originated, segueing into the star’s 
live entry into the orchestra for 
hoopla and intros. 

From then on it came through 
either as a salute job to Cantor or 
the latter reprising his vaude-legit 
career, in itself a salute. This 
seemed to develop into a pitch to 
call attention to the trans-U. S. 
cable. To accomplish that vividly, 
they elected to have Cantor pin- 

enim 
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Say 
Thanks 
to 


EDGAR 
BERGEN 


For 
a 
Great Ten-Year 
Association. We'll 
Miss Being With 
You This Season. 


























Direction: 


PAT PATRICK 


and “ERCIL TWING” 


WATCH FOR US ON T.V. 


YOO WILLIAM MorRIS AGENCY 

















try, dallying long enough to spot 
him in some as per his old itin- 
erary. Cantor & Lee at the Or- 
pheum in St. Lou (1915) with 
strawhats and blazers, some jokes, 
and “For Me and My Gal.” Then 
the usual up-to-date cracks about 
George Jessel as a kid of 13 in 
Pittsburgh. A church wedding 
scene cued “Making - Whoopee,” 
probably the most oft-rendered TV 
item in the Cantor-identified song- 
alog, competing with “Susie” and 
“Ida” (both given). As to the lat- 
ter, Cantor employed it niftily at 
the finish by going offstage to 
humorously sentimentalize Ida 
Cantor in the aud. 

A representation of entertain- 
ment at a GI hospital had him and 
Judy Kelly in a chirp, after which 
the gal scored in kicks, whirls and 
a line of acro. In same setting, 
duopianists Martin Freed & Ernie 
Stewart helped Cantor kick off 
such evergreens as “Bye, Bye, 
Blackbird,” “True What Say About 
Dixie” and “Now’s Time Fall in 
Love.” The “Susie” inning gave 
opportunity to relate that it was 
really introed by Jolson, who let 
it lay for Cantor to popularize. 
Jolie was worked in again circa ’26 
Chicago, where he was appearing 
in “Big Boy” at the Analie and 
Cantor was naming in “Kid Boots” 
at the nearby Woods. Further in- 
to nostalgia was music publisher 














Will Rossiter’s representation as 
having submitted “Darktown Strut- 
ters Ball” to Cantor. This turned 
into a noisy stanza of sepian wind- 
jammers and jitteroos hopping all 
over the set to render the tune. 
“Family burlesque” (Shenandoah, 
Pa., his first girlery) displayed 
Cantor and partner in a Weber & 
Fields dialog, dressed by chorines, 
who aftermathed by _ stripping 
Weber-Cantor down to his regular 
suit. A planned ad lib had music 
conductor Al Goodman’s batoning 
“Canary Cottage” in San Francisco 
(1916), a Cantor vehicle. Then 
Cantor’s recollection of his having 
plumped for 24 hours over Frisco’s 
KPO to sell bonds—and songs of 
the period. End portion was his 
“There’s a Bond Between Us” ap- 
peal. Sid Fields and Jack Slattery 
supported Cantor in the sketches, 
with great credit to producer-di- 
rector Manning Ostroff for per- 
forming a difficult chore. Trau. 





Pittsburgh—Walter McCoy, chief 
engineer at WJAS, has 
chalked up 26 years of service 
with the station...New Baron 
Elliott- Decca platter, “No One 
Could Love You,” adapted -by 
Elliott from Rubenstein’s Melody 
in F, has words by Phil Davis, 
head of WCAE continuity depart- 
ment . .. Helen Rosenblatt has 
resigned from WJAS staff... With 
end of baseball season, Ralph 
Kiner’s Sunday night teevee pro- 
gram on WDTV has faded until 
next spring ... Larry Israel, 
Channel 3 exec, and Audrey 
Westerman, former ad agency girl, 
getting married on Oct. 14... 
Paul Shannon first KDKA staff 
announcer permitted to do a video 
program locally. He’s m.c.’ing Iron 
City Beer’s all-girl show on WDTV 
Monday nights at 9. 


just ; 








Continued from page 29 


home and away for strictly routine 
— breaks tied to store 
sales. 


They are not in the mail order 
business, they say, although they 
use some of the “basic mail order 
techniques” to open markets. The 
mail order boys utilizing the air for 
pitching their products have to de- 
velop fast-moving hot items which 
have a profitable selling span of six 
weeks at most and depend upon the 
ability of the pitchman-salesman 
to demonstrate his gadget effective- 
ly along with his fast talk. 
Kaye-Martin’s boys give out 
with an “educational” spiel. The 
half or quarter-hour talks on the 
shampoo do not claim to grow hair. 
Such claims by others are derided 
as pure humbug. This point is 
made with some humor—‘“Lady, if 
your husband has lost his hair— 
here is what you can do. Love 
him the way he is; he’ll never grow 
it back.” They do give a terrific 
buildup to the virtues of lanolin 
and work smartly to the closing 
minutes when the product itself is 
mentioned as being loaded down 
with this wonder-working ingredi- 
ent. It’s the same thing with the 
vitamins—they’re good for you and 
you are “entertained” for 15 or 30 
minutes listening to an “education- 
al” exposition that incidentally 
compels a purchase when the clos- 
ing sales clincher goes on. 

Time is bought at standard 
rates. -No “per inquiry” deals are 
made as resuits have proven it’s 
cheaper to buy at card rate and 
earn frequency discounts. Time 
slots depend upon station availabil- 
ities and the programs have been 
put on from 9 a. m. to midnight. 
Programs are frequently repeated 
within a week. WPAT, Paterson, 
N. J., has had the shampoo spiel 
several times a day for 30 weeks, 
and is still going strong. New 
York listeners react as readily as 
their brethren in the provinces, to 
Los Angeles and Miami. Platters 
and films are being readied in 
Spanish for the particular segment 
of viewers here and south of the 
border. 

Nobody is forced to stay tuned 
to a radio or TV set for 15 or 30 
minutes, says Kaye-Martin. If ‘is 
boys can hold an audience that 
long they must have something be- 
sides their stock of hair- shampoo 
and vitamins. They ain’t pitchmen 
—they’re entertainers. Equity, 
please note! 
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Eileen BARTON 


THE BILL GOODWIN 
SHOW 


NBC-TY 
Direction: M. C. A. 








Now starring on NBC’s 
ALL STAR REVUE 
Saturday's 8-9 p.m. First show Oct. 6 


M@gt.: William Morris Agency 
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in Idahe's Fabulous Magic Valley 
.. Ask HOLLINGBERY 





ABC at Twin Falls, idaho 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


One of the first collaborative efforts of Jerry Lawrence and Bob Lee, 
a radio script tagged “Inside A Kid’s Head,” has become an annuity 
for the writers. It was performed last week by the Seventh Grade 
class of Atlantic Township School, Colt’s Neck, N. J.—its 1,000th public 
performance. Originally written for the Columbia Workshop series in 
1942, it was subsequently broadcast on the “Favorite Story” series 
with Ronald Colman and over the world-wide facilities of AFRS. The 
Council of Inter-American Affairs had it translated into Spanish and 
Portuguese and private individuals transferred it for broadcast into 
six other languages. It has been published in Farrar & Rinehart’s 
“Radio Drama in Action” and “Radio Television Acting” and by 
Scholastic magazine. and Harcourt-Brace’s School text “Adventures in 


Reading”—in which the authors got alphabetic listing between Joyce | 


Kilmer and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Requests for permission to 
perform it have ranged from a plea from Radio Oslo to one from an 
Iowa man who wanted to put it on at a party in his living room. Au- 
thors have automatically granted free use for non-commercial purposes. 





One of the largest and most comprehensive trade journal advertis- 


ing campaigns to be undertaken by an individual radio station is now 
being employed by WFIL, Philadelphia, to inform potential advertisers 
of the station’s penetrating power in the 14-county Philadelphia retail 
trading area, comprising America’s third market. 

Launched in April with a preliminary four-months series based upon 
“WFIL-adelphia’s” strong position at the hub of this market, the cam- 
paign now moves into its second phase, in which individual adver- 
tisements are devoted specifically to important industrial and farm 
areas within range of the WFIL signal. 

Cities singled out as key market centers in the three-State area in- 
clude Chester, Norristown and Doylestown, Pa.; Bridgeton Salem. 
Woodbury and Atlantic City, N. J., and Wilmington, Del. Significant 
facts and statistics about each market place strong emphasis on the 


influence exerted by the station on the buying habits of 6,800,000 per- 
sons in and beyond the 14-county zone. 





Indie producer-writer Sidney Reznick has secured AM and TV rights 
to the Jeremiah Curtin translation of Sienkiewicz’ “Quo Vadis” from 
Little, Brown publishers. 
dollar “Vadis” extravaganza is due to preem in New York next month. 
which could presage a pic-vs.-ether fight if Reznick gets his show on 
the air. Frank Cooper is repping him. 


Reznick said Little, Brown approached Metro with the AM-TV rights, 
but the studio turned them down. 


‘Winchell’s New Pact . 


= Continued from page 27 


from Hudnut and over $1,000 from | with Hudnut and ABC due to the 
ABC, that figure is bettered. Ad-| bankroller’s reported insistence on 
ditionally, there’s the coin he can/a simulcast, which resulted in his 
realize from exercising the stock | talking to RCA v.p. Manie Sacks 
option. Further, when WW enters} and Columbia topper Frank Stan- 
tele, which he feels may be sooner | ton. However, Hudnut has decided 
than he had expected, he’d do con-| not to press for his going into tele 
siderably better than the $1,000| at present. A spokesman for Ken- 
per minute of gabbing (sans com-|yon & Eckhardt, Hudnut agency, 
mercial) he makes under the c'd| said the sponsor will probably go 
pact with Hudnut. into daytime video shortly. 
Winchell had delayed pacting | Newscaster said he wouldn't 


p= ~ 


























want to do a tele stint, which will 
be on a simulcast basis, unless he 
could originate part of the time 
from Miami, where he spends a 
considerable portion of the year. 
While a Florida origination is tech- 
nically possible, the southern sta- 
tion’s don’t want to put up the 
$14,000-$18,000 monthly needed to 
use the cable. They feel their busi- 


ness is good enough without the 
link. 





the deal will make him one of the 
|highest salaried taxpayers in the 
|}country. Since 1931, when he start- 
ed for Lucky Strike, gabber has 
paid Uncle Sam and state coffers 
| about $4,000,000 in taxes. 





Transcription Library Field Gets 
Jolt by APS Low-Cost ‘Cut-Up Plan 


Transtription library field is ex-| Hollywood stars, one Broadway 
pected to get a major jolt as a re- |musical comedy star and a name 
sult of Monday’s (1) announcement | orch. Firm announced plans to use 
iby Associated Program Service that|}a 55-man orch and chorus on 











NBC Stations 


Lae Continued from page 27 














| NBC rate structure in which pay- 
ment will be made to stations based 
| strictly on station coverage and cir- 

culation, and out of which will come 
|a new-found respect for affiliates 


lin five cut-up segments and at 


| greatly lowered rates. 


| Reason behind the change, ac- | 


|cording to APS general manager 
Maurice B. Mitchell, is that “most 
‘stations today don’t need a full 
llibrary.” He feels that most sta- 
|tions are now specialized, using 
only portions of libraries, and by 
renting outlets the kind of waxed 
tunes they need, at a cost consider- 
|ably lower than that of a full col- 
lection, broadcasters will be able 
ito add libraries “without crippling 
| themselves financially.” 

| It's figured in the trade that the 
| action by APS, a subsidiary of 
Muzak, will have a competitive im- 


Winchell’s attorneys figure that | the 15-year-old library will be sold | at least 60 selections, due to in- 


/creased interest in longhair mate- 
rial. 

While APS has been contracting 
its sales force, World announced 
it’s adding to its field force. APS 
will rely mostly on trade press ads 
and direct mail. 

Mitchell said that there are hun- 
dreds of stations unable to afford 
libraries because of the existing 
“one-way” policy in the field. Sta- 
tions that rent libraries, he added, 
often use only 10% of them, and 
“there’s no future in a _ business 
which has the philosophy of keep- 
|ing the customer’s neck in the 
|noose.” APS will, however, keep 
|its full library for stations that 


|in non-TV areas. Figures compiled | pact on the other libraries: World | need it. 


| by A. C. Nielsen, C. E. Hooper and 
| Broadcast Advertising Bureau will 
| be used in arriving at an accurate 
gauge. 


|} be evaluated on its own basis in- 


(NBC’s recent reduction in rates 
affecting all the affiliates brought 
vehement squawks, with the result- 
|ant formation of the Economic 
Study Group, argument being 
|raised that the same _ penalties 
i|should not be inflicted on _ sta- 


Broadcasting 
| Lang-Worth, Capitol, Standard and 
|RCA Thesaurus. 

APS is peddling its cut-up serv- 
ices (commercial aids, production 


Thus every affiliate station will | music, show medley, popular dance | —_—_e Continued from page 26 jae 


| and vocal, and radio music) at 


to $47.50. This compares with an 
| average of about $100 a month for 
| most of the bigger libraries. 
Capitol has been renting a par- 
itial library at a reduced figure. 
| Mitchell said that the APS setup 
| differs from Capitol’s in that the 
\latter offers a smaller catalog but 


(Frederic W. Ziv). | 








Hennock 











sponse to further questioning, he 


lstead of a blanket rate structure. | monthly fees ranging from $19.50| said he knew of no commercial 
Unusual angle is that Metro’s multi-million- | 


| broadcaster who favored it. 

Sen. Smith then asked bluntly 
| whether some industry people fa- 
|vored Miss Hennock for a judge- 
| ship to ‘get rid of her.” Cahiljl re- 
plied that that was not his reason 


| for supporting her and that he had 
| 





tions in non-TV areas which have | one which includes all types of | heard of no rumors to that effect. 


| greater AM penetration.) 


(3) The formulation of a blue- 
print whereby affiliate stations will 
recapture more nighttime segments 
to permit for local sponsorship 
deals, with the network, in turn, 
committing the stations to more 
daytime segments for web pickups, 
notably in the morning. Move 
stems from an awareness of TV’s 
inroads on _ nighttime listening, 
particularly in the major markets, 
where NBC is so _ solidly en- 
trenched, with an equal awareness 
of daytime radio’s continued com- 
mercial potency. 





material. APS approach is to offer 


lonly specialized music in each of 
its cut-up categories. Firm is rent- 
ing its output on a one-year basis. 
In line with the low-cost ap- 
proach, APS staff has _ been 
“streamlined,” with dropping of 
three salesmen and Les Biebl as 
program topper. Arlene Link has 
been upped to program manager. 
World Broadcasting, Ziv adjunct, 
meanwhile announced that it will 
spend 40% more for talent during 
next year, compared with the past 
| period. World v.p. Herbert Gor- 


|He added that Miss Hennock had 
never found in favor of any of his 
clients. 

Several members of the FCC 
were expected to testify at today’s 
hearing in Miss Hennock’s behalf. 
Others who planned to appear or 
to submit statements favoring the 
nomination are Agnes Craig, jus- 
tice of the N. Y. Municipal Court; 
Jacob Holtzman, member of the N. 
Y. State Board of Regents; Louis 
S. Posner, former member of the 
Board of Education of New York 
City; and representatives of vari- 
ous women’s lawyers organizations. 








i don said the outfit plans to add two 

















THE SEEDIEST SHOWS IN THE BUSINESS 
JOHN GUEDEL RADIO PRODUCTIONS 


Back on the Nets This Week 


Radio's Seeded No. I Audience Participation Show 


GROUCHO MARX » “YOU BET YOUR LIFE” 


NBC TONIGHT AT 9:00 P.M. FOR DeSOTO-PLYMOUTH DEALERS 


Radio's Seeded No. 2 Audience Participation Show 


ART LINKLETTER w “PEOPLE ARE FUNNY” 


CBS TUESDAYS AT 8:00 P.M. FOR MARS CANDY 


Television's Seeded No. I Audience Participation Show 


GROUCHO MARX w “YOU BET YOUR LIFE” 


NBC-TV THURSDAYS AT 8:00 P.M. FOR DeSOTO-PLYMOUTH DEALERS 
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Television 








showing some of the game’ s action. | 
The coupling of voice and pix) 
made it interesting viewing. His 
summary was terse “and informa- | 
tive throughout. 


Tommy Henrich’s guesting on | 
the initialer was another plus 
factor. Henrich was completely at | 
ease during the interview session | 
and his word parrying with Hodges | 
displayed plenty of showmanship. | 
Hodges avoided the banal _bio-| 
graphical queries and stuck to} 
pertinent questions about the | 
forthcoming World Series clash | 
and the merits of the contesting | 
National League teams. Henrich 
was an excellent foil all the way 
and Hodges will have a tough time 
getting another guest like him. 

Show, however, needs to be! 
better timed since Hodges kept 
glancing away from camera in 
closing few minutes giving impres- 
sion that he was watching the 
clock. It was. distracting and 
spoiled the overall effect of a good | 
show Gros. 


FOOTBALL, INC. 
With Don Wattrick, guests 
Producer: John Pival 
Director: Mort Walton 
30 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m. 
WALKER MOTOR SALES 
WXYZ-TV, Detroit 

(Rex Advertising) 

Interviews with players of the 
professional Detroit Lions, films of 
Lions’ games and a football clinic 
session in which Lion coaches ex- 
plain the intricacies of the game, 
comprise the format of this show. 
The idea is sound but the execu- 
tion was faulty in the initial at- 
tempt. Some good hard practice 
with emphasis on fundamentals, as | 
football coaches always say, would 
turn it into a winner. 

Don Wattrick, sports director of 
WXYZ-TV, does the interviewing. 
He had opening “game” fumble- 
itis. His targets were Head Coach 
Raymond K. (Buddy) Parker and 
All-America Doak Walker’ who} 
tried vainly to grab bad passes 
from “center.” | 

Wattrick didn’t vary his offense | 


once, stic’ ing to very general ques- | 
tions, which sometimes got down- 
right inane, when it would seem 
that specific questions on the eve 
of the Lions’ first league game | 
would have been more interesting | 
and more entertaining. 

For instance, Wattrick twice | 
asked, at different times in the} 
show: “Why is Doak Walker a great 
football player?” Parker, who 
answered both times (Walker is a 
modest athlete, apparently), gave 
Wattrick and the viewers two dif- 
ferent answers, apparently feeling 
that Wattrick must have been dis- 
satisfied with the first answer and 


Continued from page 31 


ithe football clinic session in which | 


| WRU TELECOURSE CREDITS 


| WEWS, Cleveland 


| Psychology 101, taught by Dr. 
Eleroy Stromberg, and Compara- | With Wes Fesler, Dick Seibert, | 


| ganized lecture. 
|}any combo visual-audio media, the 


He used the blackboard and slides 
to good advantage. Dr. Remenyi, in 
the stanza caught, was seated at 
the table. By using his hands to 
emphasize his points, along with 
printed material, Dr. Remenyi 
projected himself into a welcome 


Reviews 








| wanted him to try again. Just for morning living-room guest. 
| the record, in case anyone is inter- : 
lested, Walker, in Cogch Parker's According to advance blurbs, pro- 
‘opinion, is a great football player ducer-director Barclay Leathem, 
| because he is “always in the right| head of WRU's department of 
place at the right time,” and/or he | dramatic arts, plans to incorporate 
lis a “natural-born athlete with a into the lectures many slides, dia- 
quick-thinking brain.” Baden: charts, Pw park - live sub- 
The films shown on the first pro- | ports dy “This a aaa tn] 
gram were of a consistently poor | fytyre shows 
nea Poi aes | by Wattrick at poo Students will be able to follow 
point to describe the play being | the course of study through gt 
flashed on the screen, had to admit | cially prepared kits available to| 
he couldn't follow the ball because | them at, $5. : 
of the poor quality of the picture. | couraged to either phone, or write | 
Also, the films seemed to have | questions. i iii 
been run at an extra-fast speed,|,,>&t Js i. neatly- aed with | 
making it that much more difficult | blackboard-bookcase affair wit 











'to follow the action. | blackboard being used in psych, 


and removed during literature pe- 
riod. Background to both men are 
: ; : “ae scenes from the campus of WRU. 
Parker, with the aid of miniature | gq designed by Jack Moffitt, does 
models of football players, demon- | | well in blending into the academic | 
strated the difference between the | gecor of the program. Announcer | 
f formation and the split T. Cort Stanton handles his chores 
Larry McAnn handled the com-| we}, 
mercials expertly. Tew. Leathem, a veteran of educa- 
— | tional telecasts, has made the 30- 
|minute stanza a_preciously-pack- | 
aged mine of informational nug-| 
. . ets with the professors, them-| 
Dr. Joseph Remeny; Court Stan- 0 offering a nuggets. Ex-| 
“eu pg oop fl Fri. 9 ; | cept for one minor break, near the 
WESTERN RESERVE UNIV. | end of the program, where the an- 
wee pear his . ;nouncer tells students who to en- 
wits a i ae alace | roll, the full 30-minute period is a 
BE Lo ding PE ah oy ee tae fast-moving, easily digested, high- 
through a television station. For ly accredited performance. 
its opening shot, WRU is prese nt-| 
ing two. highly- gine courses | 


| FOOTBALL WITH FESLER 


A high spot of the program was | 





With Dr. Eleroy Stromberg and 


Mark. 


tive Literature, taught by Dr. Jo-| others 


iseph Remenyi. Both men, well) producers: Sherman Headley, Bob 


known in the academic field, use| Hayes 


their regular classroom text mate-| Director: Headley 
rial except for slight modifications | §6@ Mins.; Mon., 8 p 


|to blend within the 30-minute TV| pAYTON’S DEPT. STORE 


stanza. WTCN-TV, Minneapolis 
In the opening week, programs | 


ee impact TV can have on| page newspaper ad to plug the 


|educational avenues. As against| kickoff, this 13-week one-hour 


the usual classroom procedure,|show has Wes Fesler, the Univer- 
this half-hour program gives each|sity of Minnesota’s new football 
professor 28 minutes to present aj coach, erstwhile of Ohio State, ana- 
carefully-documented, highly or-|lyzing and making more compre- 

Of course, with| hensive the gridiron game’s tech- 


ability and personality of the lec-| and the impending one and other 
turer. Big 10 conference contests, and | 
In the Stromberg-Remenyi duo,| answering the questions of a dif- 


| WRU opened with a paid of aces| ferent panel of experts every week | 


whose appearance and camera-|and those sent in by fans. It im- 


|mike ease, already good, should| presses as a natural for those in- | 


approach flawlessness as the pro-| terested in Minnesota football— | 
gram continues. Except for Dr.|and that’s nearly everybody here- 


Stromberg’s occasional tendency| abouts seemingly, judging by the | 


to sway from side to side, which} 60,000 who attend the games and 
closcup camera emphasis magni-| the countless thousands who listen 
fies into a cross-court tennis ‘ball|to their radio broadcasts. 

technique, his three appearances The fact that Fesler is a new 
were direct, forceful and_a wel-| coach with a different system and 
come morning intro to a TV day.! new methods that are radically dif- 
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~ Sarah Church” 


2 The versal talented star of ieee and streen firings you news of . 
: interest . . . and fireside chats with famous celebrities of sports, politics, 
) business ond theater. An informal, highly entertaining 15 minutes : 
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ferent from those of his predeces- 
sor and that football here has 
reached almost rockbottom in the 
matter of victories and the public 
looks to him to put the Gophers 
back on top eventually—this fact 
makes the show all the more at- 
tractive and should assure it an 
especially large audience. 

When the season gets under way 
there’ll also be included movies 
of part of the preceding Saturday 





They are being en-| 


Rees, 


Sponsored by the town’s leading | 
caught showed the tremendous po-| department store that used a full} 


( niques for the layman fan, discuss- | 
| full impact will depend on the|ing the just past Minnesota gaine | 


Minnesota game. Filling an entire 
hour without such clips and with 
plain football talk in a way to hold 
the interest is no mean task,- but 
| Fesler succeeded well enough. In 
'so doing he had the help of his 
| panel comprising: the Star-Trib- 
une’s executive sports editor, 
Charlie Johnson, and several for- 
mer Minnesota football greats, of 
| his assistant coaches and of an in- 
terlude on bowling that was in- 
jected into the proceedings and 
| that provided tips for keglers by a 
| foremost hand at the game. Some 
| overly long commercials also} 
helped fill the time. 


The initial show made apparent 
that Fesler himself is a TV natural. 
Goodlooking, personable, poised 
and diplomatic, he also boasts a 
| fine speaking voice and a nifty ap- 
pearance, is a clever, glib talker 
with a good sense of humor, and is | 
quick on the trigger in answering | 
questions extemporaneously. A 
smoothie in every way, he used the 
show effectively, too, to improve 
the Minnesota athletic depart- 
ment’s public relations. 

Dick Seibert, who does some of 
the narrating and _ introductions 
along with the commercials, is a 
WTCN sports announcer who’s an 
ex-American league baseball star 
|and the Minnesota baseball coach. 





MAN ABOUT MUSIC 
| With Lorenzo Fuller; Ethel Colby, 

announcer 
Writer-director: Vernon Becker 
Producers: Becker, Milton Schwartz | 
15 Mins.; Thurs., 10:30 ym. 
RABSON’S 
WABD, N. Y. 

(Lester Loeb) 

This late evening modest-budget- 
er is wrapped around a striking 
personality in Lorenzo Fuller, Ne- 
gro legit musical actor last seqn in 
“Kiss Me Kate.” Fuller is a triple- 
threat performer with an excellent 
baritone, an adequate pianist and 
|a good hoofer. 
talent, moreover, are heightened 
| by Fuller’s dramatic projection of 
his material. Maybe he’s punching 
| too hard but once he learns the 
closeup camera technique, his im- 
| pact will be all the stronger. 

Besides Fuller, this quarter-hour 
session has a “talent-find” angle 
with an upcoming vocalist, dancer 
or actress presented each week. On 
the kickoff show (27), Mynell Al- 
len ‘scored with her warbling of 
“All of Me.” Fuller was stand- 
out in his vocal of ‘‘Necessity” 
/and a production number with 
clever use of pre-taped vocals 
worked into the delivery. Settings 
were minimal. 

Ethel Colby handles the commer- 
cials for Rabson’s store with an 
effectively direct style. Herm. 
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any “name” can be inked for a 
weekly series at $1,000 (with the 


All facets of his | 


pepe t 


“Amateur Hour’ To 
Benefit K.C. Hospital 


Kansas City, Oct, 2. 
Baptist Memorial Hospital fund 
drive will be sparked by appear- 
ance here of the Ted Mack Origi- 


nal Amateur Hour Nov.. 23 in a 
Kansas City salute. Plans for the 
date here were announced recently 
by Richard G. Roth, president of 
Macy’s Kansas City and chairmen 
of the event. Mack’s offices said al] 
proceeds of the show, to be held 
in the Municipal Auditorium, will 
go to the hospital fund. 

Actual material for the radio 
show will be transcribed in coop- 
eration with KCMO, ABC outlet 
which carries the show here. The 
show will be broadcast later on 
the net. 

The Kansas City salute also will 
be carried on the Mack TV show, 
with Kansas City talent, on the 


Dec. 4 airing. This will be carried 4 


by WDAF-TV here. 








Tele Followup 


Continued from page 32 =! 














gear and the sound of winches. 
Darren McGavin, as the “CP,” was 
Johnny-on-the-spot per usual. In 
fact, his deeds of derring-do are 
beginning to rival those of ‘“Super- 
man.” Joe De Santis, as the heavy; 
Archie Smith, as a reporter, plus 
Lili Darvas, Wolf Barzell and Gil- 
bert Green, among others, lent 
okay support. Curt Conway’s di- 
rection was brisk and to the point. 





DuMont’s “Johns Hopkins Sci- 
ence Review” drew a Peabody 
award last spring as the best in 
educational shows on TV _ and, 
judging from last Tuesday night's 
(25) stanza, is apparently still 
coasting on that honor. Show is 
still one of the few straight educa- 
tional series in video, and, as such, 
rates better treatment—particular- 
ly if the networks are to uphold 
their pitch to the FCC that they 
can handle education on their own, 
without having any channels turn- 


|ed over to educational agencies. 


Last week’s stanza could have 
made for an interesting session, 
since it dealt with new findings in 
X-ray techniques. But the show 
wound up duller than a dull class- 
room lecture. One doctor acted as 
emcee, pitching questions to mem- 
bers of the American Roentgen 
Ray Society, who were convening 
at the time in Washington. Ques- 
tions and answers were so obviously 
prepared in advance that there was 
no room for any of the medics to 
expand sufficiently on their work. 
Slides and pictures they used failed 
to show well on TV and even the 
good props they had, such as a 
human skeleton, were not shown to 
best advantage. 


Program originates from WAAM, 
DuMont affiliate in Baltimore, 
from where it is fed to the net- 
work. Dr. Lynn Poole, as program 
host, has improved considerably in 
camera presence during the last 
year. 
ee 
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exception of the very top Holly- 


a week—provided they can work on 


do a couple of shows a week and | 








| schedules. It makes the low-fee 
pill easier to swallow. 


Script costs can’t go below the 
floor set by Radio Writers Guild 
scales. However, fewer scribblers 
are being paid over-scale fees. Simi- 
larly, acting talent isn’t being paid 
above American Federation of Ra- 
dio Artists minimums in most 
cases. 


Situation will affect musical 


toppers opine. They feel that music 
shows are less economical on a 


his $2,500 with a whodunit or 
drama than with a tune show. 

To cut music costs further, the 
chains are planning to expand 
their libraries of bridge music. 
They'll wax more topical eight- 
and 10-second music cues for use 
on dramaitce airers. 


In order to maintain their posi- 
tion in the price squeeze, some 
packagers are repeating scripts. 
Nets are okaying the practice to a 
very limited extent, pointing out 
that frequent reprises of material 
will tend to kill the property. 





wood stars) and some “second | 
bracket” names will work for and 


tape. Recording permits them to | 


fit their radio chores into other | 





MERRILL E. JOELS 





stanzas adversely, network program 


listeners-per-dollar basis, and a} 
bankroller can buy more ears for | 


Actor-Announcer-Narrator 
| 


Radio - TV - Stage 
Commercials - Spots 

| Slide Films - Kiddie Discs 
Trick Voices 
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GIRL FRIDAY 
FOR TV PRODUCER 


Skilled coordinator of production details. Ex- 
perienced motion pictures, theatre, ceripts. 
Able, fast worker. Box V, 1074, Variety, 154 
W. 46th St., N. Y. C. 
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Intermountain s 


41-Station Web 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 2. 

Announcement last Friday (28) 
that four Rocky Mountain Broad- 
casting System stations in Idaho 
and Montana would join. Inter- 
mountain Network on Oct. 1, boost- 
ed Intermountain’s affiliates to 41, 
to make them the second largest 
regional net in the country. 


Deal was closed between George | 


C. Hatch, Intermountain prexy, and 
Frank C. Carman, owner of KUTA, 
and head of Rocky Mountzain. Ac- 
cording to Hatch, four stations in- 
volved are KIFI, Idaho Falls; 
KLIX, Twin Falls; KWIK, Poca- 
tello, and KOPR, Butte. New out- 
lets will continue to take ABC pro- 
grams, and will be fed Mutual and 
Intermountain shows from KALL. 


Reason for the changed affilia- 
tion was laid to the fact that Inter- 
mountain, with outlets in seven 
western states, would be able to 
do a better job of selling. Since 
the Rocky Mountain stations are 
all owned by the net, increased rev- 
enue will pay for the switch. 

Also given as a reason for the 
new setup, was Rocky Mountain’s 
plan to concentrate on plans to 
whip together a TV network. ~ 


Mich.-Mich. State B’ cast 
Hassle Snarls Airing; 
Only 4 Stations Beam 


-Detroit, Oct. 2. 

U. of Michigan and Michigan 
State College got into a hassle over 
broadcast rights to their game Sat- 
urday (29), with a result that only 
four of the 16 stations on the Mich- 
igan State College network carried 
the game. 

The argument began when Mich- 
igan announced it would charge the 
16 stations approximately $2,600 
for rights to broadcast the game 
from its stadium. The 16 are fed 
from WKAR, on the MSC campus 
radio station, as a public service 
broadcast. The programs are non- 
commercial and unsponsored. 

As a result of Michigan’s deci- 
sion to charge an average of $200 a 
station, WKAR officials said only 
four would stay in the network. 

Fritz Crisler, Michigan athletic 
director, said MSC officials had 
maneuvered themselves into an em- 
barrassing situation by promising 
to provide the broadcasts away 
from home, when Big Ten rules 
provide that home teams shall have 
full jurisdiction over game broad- 
casting conditions. 

WKAR will not be charged un- 
der Big Ten reciprocal agreements 
providing for mutual university ex- 
change of broadcast rights, but 
other ‘stations on the network must 
pay whether the program is com- 
mercial or ‘noncommercial, Crisler 
said. 

An MSC spokesman attributed 
the Crisler stand to fact that many 
of the small stations on the net- 
work previously were on the Mich- 
igan network, but shifted to the 
MSC loop this year. MSC officials 
added that Ohio State had given 
permission for free broadcast of 
the MSC-Ohio game -next week 
over the same WKAR web. 


McCormick to Europe 








As NBC Ups TV Coverage 


NBC is expanding its Euro- 
pean coverage in video, with the 
appointment of Robert McCormic*, 
of the network’s Washington news 
staff, as a special European repre- 


sentative to supervise NBC news- 


reel film coverage abroad. He'll 
headquarter in Paris. 


networks on behalf of NBC. 


Paul Archinard continues as 


NBC’s Paris chief. e 


Roz Russell’s TV Sho 


Rosalind Russell is currently in 
New York negotiating with Carol 
Irwin, TV producer and packager 
of the “Mama” TV series, and Peg- 
gy . Phillips, legit pressagent and 
playwright, for a one-woman video 


series. 

Program is being written by Miss 
Phillips, with Miss Irwin setting 
the deal as producer of the series. 
It will be Miss Russell’s TV debut 
in a show of her own. 





In addition, 
McCormick, as NBC-TV’s news-spe- 
cial events man, will also be avail- 
able for servicing European TV 


The 45s Have It 


Princeton, Oct. 2. 

Among the congratulatory 
messages received by Brig. 
Gen. David Sarnoff here last - 
Thursday (27), when he was 
cited on his 45th anni in radio, 
was one from John T. Cahill, 
RCA general counsel. He wired 
Gen. Sarnoff: 
_ “Congratulations on your 
45th. RCA’s 45s have always 
been best,” ¢ 

Sarnoff also received con- 
gratulatory messages from 
President Truman and Gov. 
Thomas E. Dewey. 


WNEW Eschews Pops 
In Setting Longhair 
Policy for Sun. Night 


WNEW, N. Y., which has been 
following a strict pop music and 
news policy for over 15 years, will 
go longhair on Sunday evenings, 
starting late this month. 

Idea of program director Dick 
| Pack, supported by success of his 
| Benny Goodman classical disk 
|jockey series, is that at certain | 
|times of the week there’s a bigger | 
audience for the serious music. As 














in WNEW’s treatment of pop mu- 
sic, attention will be paid to the 
selections, pacing of numbers and 
commentary, which will aim at| 
avoiding stuffiness. 

Lineup kicks off at 8 p. m. with | 
Percy Faith, followed at 8:35 p. m. 
by “This Week in Music.” Latter 
will have a tieup with S. Hurok 
office and will feature the impre- 
sario’s stable of artists introing 
their recorded works. At 9-10:15 
p. m. Goodman’s series will be 
skedded, dropping down from the 
afternoon period it had last season 
(when CBS moved the N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic out of its regular 3 p. m. 
time). Wally Cox does his “disk- 
less disk jockey” stint at 10:15, 
followed by Al Collins doing ‘‘Jazz- 
bo at the Met,” an operatic entry 
with a light treatment. “Music You 
Want” will take the 11 p. m. hour. 


SLATE EXITS BBC FOR 
WCBS PROGRAM POST 


Sam J. Slate, program chief for 
BBC’s N. Y. office since 1945, has 
been named director of programs 
and special events for WCBS, N. Y. 
flagship station of the CBS web. 
He succeeds Don Ball, who has 
moved over to the network as di- 
rector of editing. 

Slate has produced a number of 
exchange programs for BBC, in- 





cluding “Transatlantic Call” and 
“Transatlantic Quiz.” Prior to 
joining the British system, he 


wrote and produced shows for the 
National Assn. of Manufacturers 
and handled publicity for indie 
packager Phillips H. Lord. 


French Tourist Office 
Buys WNEW Gabor Show 


French Government Tourist Of- 
fice has bought “Holiday in 
France? with Eva Gabor on WNEW, 
N. Y. Show, which takes the 5-5:30 
p. m. slot on Sundays, starting Oct. 
14, will be the FGTO’s sole local 
purchase in Gotham this season. 

Deal was set by Norman Reader, 
for the FGTO, through L. H. Hart- 
man agency. Hardie Freiberg is 
repping Miss Gabor. If airer clicks, 
WNEW may sked Miss Gabor in a 
regular evening show. — an as 

Lucky Millinder’s new 8-9 p.m. 
disk strip will use some live music 
on the Saturday editions. Music 
will be furnished by Teddy Wil- 
son’s trio. Indie isn’t making a 
pitch for the Negro market and 
the show won’t highlight jive. If 
the show gets added listeners 
among Negroes, the station rea- 
sons, it will be a plus value for 
sponsors. 


Minute Maid Buys Hauser 


Minute Maid has bought a twice 
Weekly show starring nutritionist 
Gayelord Hauser. ‘ Airer will be 
beamed on 33 ABC-TV stations 














New Station-Sponsor 
Premium Plan Set Up In 
D.C. by WWDC Manager 


Washington, Oct. 2. 
A new station-sponsor merchan- 
dising premium plan was inaugu- 
rated here today (2) by Radio Dol- 


lars, Inc., which is issuing fran- 
thises to broadcasters throughout 
the country. Ben Strouse, prexy of 
the company and manager of 
WWDC in Washington, said the 
plan gives radio stations their first 
opportunity to get into the pre- 
mium business and to offer qual- 
ity goods. 

Strouse admitted that the plan 
“borrows a page” from the pre- 
mium operations of Raleigh cigar- 
ettes, Octagon soap and other na- 
tional advertisers. 


“Radio Dollar” franchises have 
already been awarded to WWDC 
in Washington, WARL in Arling- 
ton, Va., WITH in Baltimore and 
WLEE in Richmond. Only one sta- 
tion in a market can be franchised. 


Plan provides for issuance of 
coupons by advertisers on ‘Radio 
Dollar” stations. Radio Dollars 
supplies coupons, premium cata- 
logs and special emblems. Coupons 
are in denomination? of 50c to $10 
and are redeemed by Radio Dol- 
lars for more than 100 nationally 
advertised items, including refrig- 
erators, deep freezers, electric 
irons, hosiery, etc. 





to situation of RWG filing a re- 
quest for a National Labor Rela- 
tions Board election and the SWG 
signing up members for its teevee 
committee. 


Last week’s council resolutions 
stress that video jurisdiction can 
be considered only in the frame- 
work of a complete organizational 
overhaul, and to that end it has 
taken steps to call conference on 
reorganization. It underlined fact 
that the current jurisdictional set- 
up is only temporary. 

As part of the moves for a har- 
| monious atmosphere, RWG has 
shelved its NLRB election petition 
pro tem. One of the League dec- 





| larations “deplored” a number of | 


factors which had increased hard 
feelings between the various 
groups. Listed among these were 
some of RWG’s actions and the 
testimony last week before the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee by SWG topper Karl 
Tunberg. 

Tunberg, a voluntary witness, 
charged that Communists in RWG 
were using the video jurisdiction 
issue to fight SWG. He also 
charged that RWG interfered with 
SWG’s NLRB certification last 
year when RWG reps on the 
League council refused to sign 
non-Commy affidavits. 

An RWG spokesman said that 





ALA Moves to End Rift | 


Continued from page 23 ————____—; 














the radio members of the League 
council hadn't signed because the 
Taft-Hartley law required only of- 
ficers of unions to sign, not coun- 
cil members. The ruling of the 
NLRB legalite requiring council 
members to sign was aso fought 
by the AFL and CIO and was later 
reversed by the NLRB itself. 


TVA CONVENTION SET 
FOR N.Y. ON DEC. 7-9 


Future course of Television Au- 
thority will be charted at the video 
performers union's first national 
convention, which will be held in 
New York City Dec. 7-9. One of 
the chief questions to be mulled 
is whether TVA will be a scparate 
branch or merge with one or more 
of the other unions in the Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of Amer- 





ica. Unification with American 
Federation of Radio Artists is a 
strong possibility. 

Other problems to be tackled in- 
clude organizing of the field out- 


side the three major production 
centers, New York, Chicago and 
L. A. Dues structure will also be 
mulled. 

Delegates will be elected on the 
basis of one rep for each 50 mem- 
bers in TVA's three locals. 








fecting AM radio.”—Yes, we 


pressions at a LOWER cost 





DOES JUST THAT! 


“Television,” says the national advertiser, “is af- 


MUCH?—WHERE?—TO WHAT EXTENT? 


In the WLW Merchandiseable Area, WLW, with 
television going full blast, delivers advertising im- 


any other radio station—combination of radio sta- 
tions—newspapers—national magazines—any TV 


Wednesday and Friday at 1-1: 
p.m., starting Oct. 31. 
Agency is Ted Bates. 


BROMFIELD TV PACKAGE 





age which calls for Bromfield 


nals for a television series. ._ 
General Artists Corp. is handli 
the deal, 





Novelist Louis Bromfield is being 
submitted as head of a video pack- 


narrate, supervise and write origi- 


15 station or combination of TV stations . . . your 
lowest cost per advertising impression in “1/10TH 


to 





agree—but, HOW 


per thousand than 


a 





OF AMERICA”—virtually the same cost per 
thousand in 1946 (before television). 


‘The whole study is completely and graphically 
explained in WLW’'s latest analysis of “1/10TH 
OF AMERICA” (WLW’s Merchandiseable Area), 
entitled “WHAT PRICE PEOPLE?” 


Our national offices are currently presenting this 
outstanding fact-packed film. If you have not had 
a showing, call or write one of our offices, anc = 
date will be arranged. 
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tract now are Dennis Day, Clau- 
dette Colbert, the Ritz Bros. and 
Eve Arden, all of whom may wind 
up on CBS this year, and William 
Bendix and Al Pearce, who will go 
NBC. Robinson returned to New 
York from the Coast Monday (1) 
with news.of the new CBS per- 
sonalities, while Wile, still in Hol- 
lywood, revealed that he 
pacted Bendix to an exclusive | 
video deai and that he is huddling | 





with Pearce for @ projected re-| Chandler for a video version of 
vival of the ancient radio series, |the “Philip Marlowe” private eye 


“Al Pearce and His Gang.” 
Ratings 


Ratings on the new shows, inci- | 
dentally, bury the fact of a mount- | 
ing lassitude among viewers in re- | 
Bpect to TV. But, it’s explained, 
while the average rating for the top 
programs is about the same as last 
year, the figures should be larger 
because of an increase of 2,000,000 
in set circulation since September, 
1950. Thus, the new ratings actu- 
ally reflect the novelty factor for 
new setowners, plus the heightened 
interest in viewers on the Coast 
who are seeing live shows from 
N. Y. for the first time and, by 
the same token, reflect a lack of 
interest among older setowners. 


TV Tired of ‘Old’ Faces 


Continued from page 1 


has | summer in a program titled “How 





Both NBC and CBS, of course, 
are virtually sold out on their Class 
A nightime periods. But, according 
to web execs, with top shows slug- 
ging it out for rating honors, there 
are bound to be some casualties be- 
fore the end of the year. While 
CBS now would need a shoehorn to 
juggle any new shows 
schedule, Robinson said the web 
wants to be ready with new offer- 
ings in case there are any mid-sea- 
son casualities, or if some of the 
present CBS sponsors find their 
programs too weak.for the competi- 
tion and seek other shows. All the 
new shows are slated for Coast 
originations. 

Robinson huddled with Miss Col- 
bert in Hollywood on the possi- 
bility of her doing a ‘weekly half- 
eur series titled “Vanity and Mrs. 
Fair.” It’s to be an original, pro- 
duced and scripted by Frank Gay- 
len. He also opened negotiations 


with the Ritz Bros. for a weekly | 


into its | 


| 





show and authorized the prepara- 
tion of a TV version of “Our Miss 
Brooks,” to star Miss Arden, who 
currently plays the role on CBS 
radio Sunday nights. 
New Comedy Show 

In the works also is a new show 
to star comedian Roger Price, who 
was spotlighted on CBS-TV this 


To.” Robinson also got an okay 
from mystery writer Raymond 


series. CBS exec predicted that all | 
these shows would be on the air 
by the first of the year, or shortly 
afterwards. 

Wile, also with an eye on video’s 
future, has ordered all NBC pro- 
gram men to scout new talent, par- 
ticularly comics who can be built 
into top material. Plan has a two- 
fold purpose, Wile said—the re- 
placement of some current vets 
who will have to slow down to 
one show monthly soon, and the 
improvement of program quality 
via new faces. Both he and Robin- 


large library of standing sets dur- 
ing the last few years, which are 
available to sponsors at a rental 
fee far lower than what it would 
cost them to build new sets. For 
the system to work, however, the 
agency or producer of the show 
must put in his order at least two 
weeks ahead of time. It’s the last- 
minute changes in set design, Van 
Volkenburg said, which throw the 





The New Economy 


Continued from page 29 


“Changa” of tomorrow, with 14- 
year-old Mike Mazucca of the TV 
series as the elephant boy. 


Making Scraps Pay Off 





son feel the type of talent needed | 
will come from N. Y., Hollywood | 
and Chicago, where it will natural- 
ly gravitate. Both nets have also 
urged talent agents to bring to 
their attention new comics who 
show promise. 

While Bendix ‘has been playing 
“Life of Riley” on NBC radio, 
Wile has set him for guest spots 
on TV, like his recent stint on 
the “Kate Smith Evening Hour.” 
Pearce has been in virtual retire- 
ment the last few years but Wile 
hopes to have him do a daytime, 
hour-long strip for participating 
sponsors. Pearce show is slated for 
an audition later this month. 


CBS Record Budget 


Continued from page 28 





























ing up program costs. As one ex- 
ample of what can be done to keep 
the lid on budgets, Van Volkenburg 
cited the “production line” system 
devised by CBS for its set and cos- 
tume departments. 

Web has built or compiled a 
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up, he said. 


system out of line—and most of 
these changes are unnecessary. 


Web prexy declined to reveal 
the figures for his new fourth-quar- 
ter budget but said CBS is forced 
t. spend more money than ever be- 
cause it is constantly expanding its 
programming schedule and experi- 
menting with new sustaining pack- 
Included in the budget is 
provision for seven complete new 
crews to the web’s production line- 





NBC Tries Pic House 
As Hope TV Studio; 
Coast Studio Pinch 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 
After much shopping around for 
a theatre to originate its 


third 


Hollywood will follow closely 
the fortunes of Ferrin’s trail- 
blazing. Blowing up old shots with 
new scenes is not new but doing 
it with scraps should have a special 
appeal to budget makers — and 
bankers. Television may yet prove 
to be more friend than foe to the 
picture industry. Selling old 
scraps that have no other earthly 
use is like tapping a rich vein in 
an old mine, like a windfall from 
a rich uncle. 


If Ferrin can put it over a new 
avenue of revenue will be opened. 
Hollywood has long thrown away 
more than it used ahd if such waste 
can be turned to profit it would 
mean millions in salvage from 
what was once a worthless pile of 
junk. The new motto, “don’t throw 
it away, we can sell it -to televi- 
sion,” may not be hung on office 
walls .but every man with a dollar 
to spend will be mentally alerted 
to Hollywood’s new economy. 


Sunday night show from here, Bob | 
Hope, NBC came up with the Bel-| 
mont, 1,500-seater, two miles from 
Hollywood and Vine. Deal with 
Fox-West Coast is a one-shot test 
and if the house works out to the 


net’s and Hope’s satisfaction a long- 
term lease will be negotiated. 


NBC found itself in a quandary 
with three Sunday shows and only 
two points of origination—El Capi- 
tan Theatre and the made-over stu- 
dio D at Radio City. Feeling the 
pinch for space, Masonic Temple 
Auditorium on Hollywood boule- 
vard was rented for dance rehears- 
als, and space for Sam Fuller, 
NBC producer of the Colgate 
shows, leased in a nearby office 





indie). 


the 








Playoff 


Continued from page 29 


WOR and WMGM, N. Y., radio 
CBS then went to ABC, 
which agreed to take the feed 
from WOR-TV and give it to CBS 
for beaming to the net. 
Schaefer Beer, which bankrolled 
Dodger games on WOR-TV 
this year, is a local brew, the game 
was co-opped around the country. 
CBS took Barber’s commentary for 
the net coverage, but the commer- 
cials were limited to between- 
innings spiels, during which time 


Since 


building. 


by 30 feet. 


Belmont picture house has been 
closed for several months and for- 
merly housed stock. Stage is 60 
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Tender Little TV NEXT DOOR 


Comedy Emerges 


‘THE COUPLE 


Written by 


Nov. 1. 


NBC-TV ‘WAKER-UPPER’ 
MULLS NAME TALENT 


NBC-TV is mulling the possibil- 
ity of using some of its name stars 
in its projected 7 to 9 a.m. pro- 
gramming, which is slated to roll 
Web has already talked 
with Dave Garroway anent his tak- 
ing a daily part in the show. Gar- 
roway is willing but is said to be 
holding out for a nighttime pro- 
gram in exchange, in order to re- 
tain his “nighttime TV identity.” 


Web to date has auditioned a 


they were cut off the network feed 
and John Derr, Barber’s assistant 
at CBS, did a color commentary 
on each inning for the network 
fill-in. 

With the series moving yester- 
day to the Giants’ home base, the 
Polo Grounds, NBC moved in to 
pick up the rights, negotiating di- 
rectly with WPIX, N. Y. Daily 
News’ station which has carried 
the Giants’ home schedule, and 
Chesterfield cigarets, bankroller 
of the Giant games. Ciggie firm 
pacted to sponsor the pickup on 
NBC’s complete coast-to-coast net. 
With CBS holding the westbound 
relay until 3 p.m. daily and NBC 
having it from 3 to 7:30, it was 
necessary for the two nets to swap 
time each day to permit their 
carrying the full game, which 
started at 1:30 p.m. 


At High Noon 


By JACK 0’BRIAN 


HE premiere of a new daytime 
television show being a shaky 
matter generally, we'd hesitate to 
say, on the basis of yesterday’s 
premiere of a new show starring 
Frances Langford and Don Ame- 
che that henceforth will decorate 
Channel 7 daily, that it’s some- 
thing you shouldn’t miss. 
e * a e 


In several cases, the suggestion 
of excellence shone right out at 
noon. This would include Miss 
Langford’s very good singing; one 
of the biggest stages we've ever 
seen in TV, and a fresh sprig of 
tender fun remarkably well staged, 
acted and written, called “The 
-Couple Next Door.” 

* & a * 

The playing and writing had a 
delicate touch for the tenderly ri- 
diculous, insight into the dizzy 
trivia that makes up young mar- 


HOWARD 
HODMAN 


* The Daily Sketch 
Featured on the 


Frances Langford 
Don Ameche Show 





riage, the properly restrained Monday to Friday 
mood, avoiding the perilous 
comedy prattfalls usually asso- 12 Noon to 1 P.M. 


ciated with fictional flights into 


callow marriages. 
» * * ~ 


could have stolen one 
from the refrigerator. 





fine. 





The entire conflict of the first 
visit with these nice kids next door 
had its fictional feet firmly planted 
in the flimsiest of notions; Amy 
was kept awake wondering who 
ice cube 


ABC-TY 


Produced by Ward Byron 
Directed by Roger Kaye 


couple of different program ideas 
for the early-morning venture. It 
plans to get the format completely 
jelled, probably within the next 
two weeks, and then kinescope the 
entire two-hour package for pitch- 
ing to sponsors and agencies. Show 
is slated to be sold on a participat- 
ing basis. 


Ronson Lights First 
Four ‘Hollywood Stars’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 


Bill Chalmers, radio TV veepee 
of the Grey agency, has wrapped 
up the first four shows in Ronson’s 
new ABC dramatic series, “Holly- 
wood Stars on Stage,” installed 
Fred MacKaye, late of Lux Radio 
Theatre, as director, and hauled 
back to N. Y. Format calls for 
weekly change of guestays in 25- 
minute dramas. 

Shows, taped here but aired from 
N. Y., take the 6:30 Sunday slot 
here starting Oct. 7. Picture 
names used in the first four pro- 
grams comprise Cornel Wilde, Jean 
Wallace, Arlene Dahl, Bruce Cabot, 
David Brian and MacDonald Carey. 
Series was packaged by MCA, 











NBC-TV Ups Stanton 


Carl M. Stanton, formerly chief 
of talent and program procure- 
meft for NBC-TV, has been upped 
to director of commercial program 





It therefore is our critical con- 
tention that if the writer could 
make that skimpy foolishness basis 
for as darling a scene as we've 
ever viewed on TV, the outlook is 


Exclusive Management 
DANIEL HOLLYWOOD 


38 West 53rd Street 
New York 


planning. Thomas A, McAvity, re- 
| cently with CBS as a production 
supervisor, replaces him: 

In announcing Stanton’s promo- 
tion, NBC said the web’s program 
expension from early morning till 
late night necessitated the ap- 
pointment of a single exec to han- 











die program planning. 


—- 


Mutual network, 


incidentally, 
carried the playoff series on radio. 
First four-and-a-half 
each game were sold co-op, while 
Camel cigarets picked up the tab 
for the second half of each. 


innings of 
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DET.’S ‘COME ON IN’ 
ON ‘GO RADIO’ DRIVE 


Detroit, Oct. 2. 
Details and materials developed 
by the United Detroit Radio Com- 
mittee in its “Wherever you go 


cooperative cam- 
paign to sell radio are being 
made available to other stations 
interested in conducting a similar 
campaign in other cities, it was 
announced by Hal Neal, chair- 
man of the committee. 

The kit of materials includes 
mats and art work for the “wher. 
ever you go there’s radio” trade- 
mark, “tip-on” stickers for letters 
and mailing pieces, copy for radio 
spots, samples. of bus and car cards 
and details of how the united effort 
was: organized and launched in the 
Motor City. 


Lebhar to Coast On 
Mutual-MGM Radio Deal 


Bertram Lebhar, Jr., director of 
WMGM, N.Y., and topper of 
M-G-M Radio Attractions, leaves 
this week for the Coast to work on 
shows which the transcription out- 
fit will provide the Mutual network 
in its two-year programming deal. 
Lebhar will join WMGM program 
director Raymond Katz, who is also 
production chief for MGMRA. Lat- 
ter arrived in Hollywood last week. 

Mutual program veepee William 
Fineshriber, Jr., meanwhile is post- 
poning finalization of his fall sched- 


ule pending completion of the 
MGMRA project. 


Coast RIDG Wins Hike 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 
Uppance of from 25 to 3314% 
in scales for directors and associate 
directors is provided in new pact 
inked between ABC and Radio and 
Television Directors Guild, with 
the contract now going to Wage 
Stabilization Board for its okay. 
In the pact are new minimums 
of from $110 to $120 for directors 
and from $90 to $100 for associate 
directors. 


there’s radio” 











Al Abrams’ TV Show 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 2. 

Al Abrams, sports editor and 
columnist for the Post-Gazette, is 
making his teevee debut on WDTV 
in a new quarter-hour program 
preceding televised football games 
Saturday afternoons on Channel 3 
and sponsored by Duquesne Brew- 
ing Co. 

Abrams makes his picks for the 
clashes that day and also has a 
chinfest on the gridiron doings of 
the week-end with three local All- 
Americans from University of Pitts- 
burgh, Curly Stebbins and the 
Daniell .Bros. 





Whiz Biz When 560 
Hits WFIL-adelphia! 


WEL 


560 kc 


The “‘hard sell’’ boys know 
they have to talk loud to be 
heard in Philly's hotly competi- 
tive market. These wise birds are 
telling each other that WFIL’s 
voice penetrates all the vast 
14-County Philadelphia Retail 
Trading Area and reaches 
far beyond. 


Two-thirds of the radio- 
equipped homes seem to have 
their dials stuck on WFIL, says 
BMB, WFIL, with 5,000 watts, 
yanks in more regular tuners 
than 50,000 watts in most of 
this $6 billion market area, 
BMB reveals. 


Trouble is, say the market- 
wise, too many people think of 


Philly radio only in terms of the ~ 


city. They forget that half the 
sales, half the profits show up in 
147 towns outside city limits, but 
still comfortably within Philly's 
trade area— WFIL-adelphia. 


Engineers, both sales and elec- 
tronic, agree that WFIL—5,000 
watts at 560—is worth 20 times 

the power at double the frequency 
in America’s third market. 


Che Philadelphia 
Anquirer Station 
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Non-Guaranteed-Time 
Station Breaks Offered 
By KSTP at 50% Rate 


Minneapolis, Oct. 2. 
KSTP, Twin Cities’ NBC outlet, 
js now Offering non-guaranteed- 
time, 20-second station breaks, with 
al] standard contract provisions ap- 
plying at 50% of the regular station 
preak rates. 


M. C. Robertson, KSTP, in charge 
of sales, says the service will be 
available in all time brackets, in 
any quantity of frequency desired 
and is definitely not “floating 


time.” 





the usual manner from KSTP’s | 
availability sheet, according to 
Robertson, who explains the speci- 
fied position will be sold at a 50% 
reduction, with the proviso that the 
announcement buyer will have his 
announcements moved in the event 
the positions are sold to another 
advertiser at the regular guaran- 
teed-time rate. 

Robertson also says the schedule 
will not be changed for any other 
non-guaranteed time buyer, regard- 
less of the order’s size. He an- 
nounces that the method of moving 
a schedule, which has been pre- 
empted on a guaranteed-time pur- 
chase, will be to submit to the ad- 
vertiser all of the remaining avail- 
abilities, from which he must make 
a choice, at least for a two-week 
period, because he cannot cancel 
on less than a two-week notice 
basis. 





BEAM ON CHI WGN AM-TV 


hicago, Oct. 2. 

WGN and WGN-TV, reflecting 
the upbeat in religious offerings, 
have embraced practically all de- 
nominations within the past few 
days with a series of church pro- 
grams. WGN-TV beamed to the 
DuMont web a half-hour telecast 
last week, exvlaining the ritual and 
significance of the upcoming Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur Jew- 
ish holidays. Rabbi Herman Schaal- 
man narrated. 


On Monday (1) both stations | 
aired a simuleast from Cardinal 
Stritch’s private chapel, which was 
the teeoff show for a month-long 
radio campaign via WGN being 
conducted for the Chicago arch- 
bishop’s Rosary crusade. Crusade 
committee is bankrolling a quarter- 
hour radio show on WGN, seven 
nights weekly. 

Then on Sunday afternoon (30) 
Mutual’s “Lutheran Hour” origi- 
nated from WGN’s studios. Un- 
affliated religious groups also use 
the station-for their messages, such 
as the Pacific Garden Mission, 
which sponsors Saturday night “U.- 
shackled” series. Dramatic show, 
based on real-life cases of Skid 
Row conversions, moves shortly 
into a Class A evening spot after 
riding in the 11 to 11:30 p. m. 
slot for the past year. 


Camel Bankrolls CBS 
Football Scoreboard’ 


Camel cigarets, which bankrolled 
CBS’ three-hour Saturday after- 
hoon “Football Roundup” last sea- 
son, took over a-special 15-minute 
“Football Scoreboard” this year, 
preeming the show last Saturday 
(29). Program spotlights John Derr, 
assistant CBS sports chief, in his 
roundup of scores .of the major 
games played each week. y 

Show is aired on the web outside 
N.Y, Saturdays from 5:45 to 6 p.m. 
Special live repeat broadcast is 
aired at 6:30 p.m. in N. Y., for 
Which Derr ‘can include later 
scores. Agency is William Esty. 


> 

WTAM’s Grid Bonanza 

Cleveland, Oct. 2. 
WTAM has scored a clean sweep 
in its football sales for Saturday. 
DeSoto-Plymouth Dealers, through 
BBD&O, will back the Ohio State 
Football games with Tom Manning 
doing the mike work and Al Hoe- 

gler the color and commercials. 
Prior to the game, Manning will 
do a 15-minute “Sideline Scouts” 
with Stewart Warner TV, through 
O'Grady - Anderson - Gray, picking 

Up the tab. 

, A final football 15-minute stanza, 
mmediately after the game has 
een bought by American Safety 
Razor. BBD&O' will select a staff 
announcer to do the “Football 












| Steve Allen, 


; ,. | Goodwin, Bert Parks, Don Ameche 
Announcements will be sold in |—all fit into the new-found niche. 





Aft. TV Stars 


Continued from page 29 


morning blueprint for a 7 to 9 a. m. 
“waker-upper” stanza, on TV ad- 
ministrator Sylvester (Pat) Wea- 
ver’s upcoming agenda, is being 
built along the same major league 
variety lines, even including a band 
and femme singers, standout per- 
sonalities, etc. 





Aside from the building of “pro- | 
duction” shows for daytime yee 
ers, equal accent is being put on/| 
personalities with a flair for at- 
tracting femmes. Arthur Godfrey, 
Garry Moore, Bill 


And the networks are now bring- 
ing the strong ones in from the hin- 
terlands, as witness NBC’s pacting 
of Ruth Lyons, whose hold on day- 
time viewers has been a gilt-edge 
security for WLW-TV in Cincin- 
nati the past few years. 


Faye, Robert Q 


Continued from page 29 —— 














of which pull big ratings. NBC, 
it’s noted, followed the same 


“strength against strength” tactic 
by pitting its new “Kate Smith 
Evening Hour” against “Godfrey 


and Friends,” long-time CBS 
winner Wednesday nights. Miss 
Smith started slowly, reportedly 


getting a 12 rating her first week 
against the Godfrey figure, which 
was up in the high 20s, but NBC 
is optimistic about Miss Smith’s 
chances of building. 

Miss Emerson’s show, sponsored | 
by Pepsi-Cola, and Lewis’ program, 
bankrolled by American Safety 
Razor, both did okay during the 
summer in their Saturday night 
airings. But that lasted only until 
NBC’s “Show of Shows,” the Sid 
Caesar-Imogene Coca-Max Lieb- 
man parlay returned a few .weeks 
ago. NBC show has been drawing 
ratings up in the 40s, while both 
Lewis and Miss Emerson have been 
trimmed to an 8 or 9. How the two 
sponsors plan to fill the time if 
they axe the shows has not been 
determined. 





~ 


| NBC Big Show’ 


premium in Britain, due to paper 
shortage, the Yank airer got a fabu- 
lous amount of advance coverage 
and the reception of Miss Bank- 
head was phenomenal, Engelbach 
said. Public reaction was excellent, 
judging from the hearty response 
of the broadcast audience and from 
the Palladium’s dicker to ink the 
main ingredients of the show. Pre- 
vious commitments, however, 
barred that deal. Fact that the 
Palladium almost consistently head- 
lines Yank attractions over native 
talent points up the basic similar- 
ity of U. S. and English tastes. 
British Broadcasting Corp. and 
Radiodiffusion Francaise both 
were extremely cooperative, the 
NBC exec said. However, Engel- 
bach found it necessary to adjust 
to the European. sense of time. 
When the musicians were given a 
five-minute break, he related, they 
didn’t return for 30-45 minutes, and 
rehearsals called for 2 p. m. didn’t 
get started until a half hour or so 
later. In one respect, however, the 
more-~-relaxed attitude to time re- 
dounded to the American airer’s 
advantage. ‘When it was beamed 
by the BBC; it was permitted to run 
12 minutes overtime, since it wasn’t 
cutting into another commercial 


Craig’s P&G Post 


Cincinnati, Oct. 2. 


William F. Craig, associate direc- 
tor of TV for Procter & Gamble, 
will add the duties previously han- 
dled by Gilbert A. Ralston, exec 
producer of P&G shows originat- 
ing in Hollywood. Ralston resign- 
ed effective Monday (1). 


Craig will continue to headquar- 
ter here. 
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Albany—Keyes Perrin, who Join- 
ed WROW as an announcer last 
spring after serving for six years 
with Mutual in New York as direc- 
tor and producer, has been ad- 
vanced to program director at 
WROW. Perrin, a veteran of 17 
years in radio, including stretches 
at WABY, Albany, and in Schenec- 
tady, will continue to do the 


“WROW Ballroom” and Evening 





Scoreboard.” 


NBC-TV’S 6 HOURS OF 


NEW YEAR’S DAY GRID 


NBC-TV will feed viewers a solid 
six hours of bigtime college foot- 
ball Dec. 1, as a result of its signing 
last week for an exclusive on the 
Notre Dame-U. of -Southern Cali- 
fornia game that day from the 
Coast. Web had previously copped 
the Army-Navy 
which is to be played the same 
day at Philadelphia’s Municipal 
Stadium. Both games are sponsored 
by Gillette Safety Razor, through 


annual 


the Maxon agency. 


Army-Navy contest is scheduled 
for a 2 p.m. kickoff, with NBC 
taking the air a half-hour before for | 
the cadets’ and midshipmen’s pa- 
is to be fed cross- 
country on the new microrelay. 
ND-USC game, being played in Los 
Angeles, will kick off at 5 p.m. 
EST (2 p.m. on the Coast), and be 
fed in the opposite direction. Pos- 
sibility of airing the two games 
on the same day, one from the 
east and the other from California, 
underscores the advantages TV will 
in the new transcontinental 
hookup, according to NBC video 


rade. Game 


find 


execs. 





Chi Radio Managers 


Elect Meyers Prexy 


Chicago, Oct. 2. 


Howard (Howdie) Meyers, WMAQ | 
was elected new 
prexy of the Chicago Radio Man- 
agement Club at its first fall meet- 
Meyers succeeds 
| Art Harre, WJJD general mana- 


sales manager, 


ing last week. 


ger. 


is new second veep. 


classic, 





CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 





ot 





Washington—Guilford S. Jame- 
son, former prez of the Federal 
Communications Bar Assn., has 
joined William P. Smith in estab- 
lishing the law firm of Smith and 
Jameson, with offices in Washing- 
ton. Jameson, a former commis- 
sioner of the U. S. Court of Claims, 
has practiced before the FCC for 
many years. Smith, also a member 
of the FCBA, has practiced law in 
Washington for 30 years. 





Boston—Craig Lawrence, execu- 
tive v-p of Cowles Broadcasting 
Co. and general manager of 
WCOP, Cowles Hub station, has 
been named Massachusetts Radio 
Chairman for the Crusade for 
Freedom campaign. 





George B. Storer, president of the 
Fort Industry Co. which operates 
WJBK and WJBK-TV locally, has 
been appointed’ to the newly- 
created post of public service di- 
rector for WJBK and WJBK-TV, 
it was announced by Richard E. 
Jones, vice-president of the firm. 
Young Storer joined the company 
in 1946, starting in as control en- 
gineer for WGBS, the firm’s Miami 
outlet. 





Baltimore—Thomas J. White, Jr., 
appointed news and publicity man- 
ager for WBAL and WBAL-TV. 
He’d been with Baltimore News- 
Post. 





Minneapolis — Oscar Backlund, 
WTCN film editor, starred in 
Edyth Bush Little Theatre’s pro- 
duction of “Smilin’ Through”... 





Frank Baker, Reincke, Meyer & | 94 jocal TV dealers combined .for 


Finn, was named first veepee, and | full-page newspaper institutional 
George Clark, John E, Pearson Co., 


tele- 
declared 


ads featuring fall . football 
casts schedule. Ads 





| 


} 


Detroit — Peter Storer, son of | J 





“prices on television sets- were 
never lower and TV_ programs 
never better”... KSTP-TV news- 
caster Bill Ingram received award 
from St. Paul Junior Chamber of 
Commerce for his outstanding con- 
tribution to public safety this vear, 
his “exceptional handling of safe- 
ty practices promotions and effec- 
tive appeals for safe driving’ be- 
ing cited ... Minnesota State High- 
way department let a $700,656 con- 
tract to Motorola, Inc., Chicago, for 
construction of a statewide police 
radio network to include six con- 
trol stations, 11 automatic repeater 
stations and installation of sending 
and receiving equipment in 230 
vehicles. 





Detroit—WWJ and WWJ-TV an- 
nounced several personnel changes. 
ack Hill transfers to program and 
production manager of WWJ-TV 
from his former job with WWJ in 
the same capacity. Charles Pen- 
man, former radio and video pro- 


ducer, succeeds Hill in the AM 
post. Kirk Knight, former video 
program manager has been upped 
to operations manager for both 
radio and television. Bob Carring- 
ton, recently with DuMont in New 
York, joined WWJ's announcer 
staff. 





Louisville—WAVE and WAVE- 
TV became separate units on Oct, 


1. To bring about this change, 
several appointments have been 
made. Jim Caldwell, formér direc- 


tor gf the WAVE newsroom be- 
comes program director of radio. 
George Patterson is now director 
of TV programming, and Hugh 
Sutton was appointed to head the 
WAVE news staff, spot left open 
by Caldwell's program appoint- 
ment, 
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News. 
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opened up. 
Tens 





— 


50 K. W. of radiated power 
from a tower 1,059 feet high, 
channel 2. Check this formula 


with any qualified TV engineer. 


now the 
ful televisio 
on in Dixie 


Thousands of square miles of territory— 
where no adequate television service had 
been provided before—now has been 


of thousands “of prosperous 
Southern families—who never before en- 
joyed television in their homes—now 
have entered the WSB-TV market. 
Set sales are booming. 
is going up at a dizzy pace. 
A schedule of top-rated shows plus the 
proven know-how of the WSB-TV staff 
combine with this tremendous new power 
to give you a golden sales opportunity. 
Call, write or wire us or your Petry 
man at once. 
Street, Atlanta. 


Affiliated with The Atlanta Journal 
and The Atlanta Constitution. 
Represented by Edw. Petry. & Co. 


Circulation 


WSB-TV on Peachtree 


4 a 


an | 
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Chi Tooters Find Joh Picture Only 
Slishtly Better Despite AFM Edicts 

















Chicago, Oct. 2. + 
Despite efforts of Local 10,| 
American Federation of Musicians, | 
to maké Chicago a favorable toil- | 
ing spot for musicians, the employ- 
ment picture here, at best, remains | 
on a comparatively even keel. “All 
things éven.” Local 10 chief Eddie 
Benkert to!d Vartety, “it’s not too 
bad. It’s better than 10 years ago, 
better than five years ago, and a 
little better than last year.” 
Benkert’s assertion is disappoint- 
ing in view of the fact that Local | 
10 pushed through one of its most | 
radical edicts last year in limiting 
the local work week to five days 
to promote added hiring. The} 
shorter week, according to AFM | 
prexy James Petrillo last year.) 
would “show results over the long | 
pull.”* In the interim, however, a} 
series of counterbalancing factors | 
have virtually left things at status | 
quo. | 
At the time, Petrillo said the 
scale hike and two-day sabbatical 
for sidemen was necessary to swal- 
low up the idle members of Local 
10's 14,000 musicians. Petrillo 
noted the fact that the union rolls 
had swelled from 4,000 in 1940 to 
its present quadrupled figure. | 
As a result of the five-day week | 
many local spots immediately went | 
on a retrenchment policy. For| 
many spots it meant shuttering one 
or two nights a week. For others— 
large locations such as the Chez) 
Paree, the Marine Dining Room, | 
Empire Room, Blackhawk, Stevens | 
Hotel—the heavy nut in bringing | 
a relief crew has been partially | 
written off and absorbed. Out of 
this situation the respite sideman 
is now enjoying steady employment 
by filling the gap among at least | 
two locations weekly. Chicago and | 
Oriental theatres have had to in- 
crease their payrolls by keeping 
two bands on the book simultane- 
ously, but other than this the add- 
ed hiring presumed to come from 
the edict has been negligible. 


In-Betweeners NSG 





Point where the union had hoped | tune shorts mushrooming all over 
pub | Hollywood, publishers have jacked 


to attack—the medium-sized 
using four or five pieces—has 
proved invulnerable by shuttering 


entirely, closing for two nights, or|of the film’s gross. 


in a few cases risking the extra 
nut with a, small relief unit or 
single. Percentage of such spots 
which have closed has more than 
cancelled out the increased hiring. 

While Windy City employment 
remains only fairly durable, mu- 
sicians willing to work in small 
combos in midwest spots can pur- 
sue their trade 50 weeks out of 
42, according to local cocktail unit 
bookers. So much the better if 
they can salt-up their tooting with 
comedy. 

Upsurge of activity in midwest 
industrial towns, plus the reactiva- 
tion of army camps has created a 
demand for trios, quartets and 
quintets in surrounding saloons. 
It's generally conceded with the 
trade that only by working in small 


| titled tunes by the same publisher. 
|In upholding the writer Nelson, 





Folk Singer Hank Williams 
Pacted to Metro Pic Deal 


Hank Williams, M-G-M Records 
folk singer, has been pacted by 
Metro for a long term film deal. 

Williams works out of the 
“Grand Ol’ Opry,” Nashville, air 
show. 


Nelson Awarded 106 | (aa a 
In Suit Vs. Mills Over | io 
Failure to Plug Tune) © LORRY RAIN 


As a result of the decision hand- | “C'est bella hy 40D iii 
ed down by the Appellate Division ee Serres 
of the N. Y. Supreme Court last “Lorry Raine’s Coral recording of 
: % * ‘Half a Love’ has listeners falling 
ae oe pity sd bE cog completely in love. It’s delightful!” 











—Kup’s Column, Chicag Sun- 
vogel last week awarded a $10,000 | times, Sept. 25, 1951. - 
judgment in favor of Nelson. Case TIM GAYLE 


centered on the use of similarly Publicity-Personal Management 


451 Wrightwood, Chicago 14, Ill. 


802 KO's Sustaine 
For Freddy Martin 


Because Local 802, N. Y., Ameri- 
can Federation of Musiciahs, re- 
fused to give its assent to a trav- 
elling band doing a commercial 
show on radio, CBS has been 
forced to cancel out the half-hour 
Freddy Martin show, scheduled to 
Wasservogel decided upon the 10G | Preem next week as part of its 
award to Nelson. It's expected | Friday night “block programming” 
that Mills will appeal the judg-|™usical parlay. Instead, the net- 
ment. work has pacted Paul Weston, who 


will be backed by an orch of 25. 

4 Two-hour block programming 

PUBS HIKE FEES FOR roster being inaugurated by AM 
program head Lester Gottlieb will 

COMM’L TUNE SHORTS bracket Georgie Price-Ray Bloch, 

: | an Earl Wrightston-Alfredo Anto- 
With producérs of commercial | nini show, and the Weston stanza 
in the 8 to 10 p.m. segment span- 
ning the pop music field from 1900 
to the present. 


Peer te England 


London, Oct. 2. 


Ralph S. Peer, head of Southern 
Music Company, is expected in 
London early next week. Trip is 
usual annual jaunt and while here 
will look over situation of the Lon- 
don office of Southern Music com- 
pany. 

With recent resignation of David 
Toff, the general manager, to form 
his own music company, Peter 
Lane, formerly professional mana- 
ger of Walt Disney’s London office, 
has been appointed general mana- 








the court said that publishers 
have an obligation to exercise good 
faith towards writers when assum- 
ing rights to their songs. 

Case was originally brought to 
court when Nelson claimed that 
Mills failed to give his song, “Red 
Roses For My Blue Baby,” proper 
exploitation due to Mills having 
taken on at a later date a song by 
Sid Tepper and Roy Brodsky, titled 
“Red Roses For a Blue Lady.” At 
the accounting proceeding, Mills 
revealed that it had received $88,- 
000 from all sources on the latter 
song. Using this figure as a base, 














up fees for use of their tunes in 
this medium to $100 against 2% 
At the outset, 
when such outfits as Snader Pro- 
ductions were experimenting with 
|the three-minute TV film shorts, 
the fee was set at $50 against 2%. 
Pubs now feel that this TV phase 
has passed out of the experimental 
stage and are asking for higher 
guarantees, 

Pubs are also making a series of 
lucrative deals with airlane adver- 
tisers for the use of their standard 
tunes either in regular or parody 
form. Mills Music, for instance, 
has been collecting $500 a month 
for the use of its “Syncopated 
Clock” number as a TV show 

















Jo Stafford-Frankie Laine: 
“Gambella’-“Hey, Good Lookin’” 
(Columbia). This tandem of vocal- 
ists are hitched to a couple of 
backwoods ballads that may prove 
to be a factor in the current mar- 
ket. “Gambella,” the better side 
of the two, has an interesting idea 
colorfully executed in barroom 
style by the duet and Paul Weston’s 
orch, Reverse is a noisy, driving 
item in the “Pretty-Eyed Baby” 
groove, previously done by this 
team. Tennessie Ernie and Helen 
O’Connell also deliver ‘Good 
Lookin’” on a solid alfalfa beat 
for Capitol. 


Merv Griffin: “Twenty-Three 
Starlets”’-“The Lord’s Ridin’ With 
Me Tonight” (Victor). “Starlets” 
is 2 cute number, with a Hollywood 
star peg, which rates moderate 
novelty spins. Tune is based on 
the “Tam Pierce” folk song cut by 
Burl Ives some 10 years ago. Re- 
verse is a dramatic religioso num- 
ber which Merv Griffin delivers 
effectively, but this tune is not 
tailored for the pop market. Hugo 
Winterhalter orch and chorus back 
up excellently. 


Billy Williams Quartet: “Sin’”- 
“T’t’s Over” (M-G-M). “Sin,” which 
has been kicking up considerable 
noise recently, gets one of its 
better wax versions by the Billy 
Williams vocal combo. It’s a sen- 
sitive, stylized version that sells. 
Flip is a slow torch item also 
impressively handled by Williams. 

Bob Eberly-Helen O’Connell: 
“It’s Dark On Observatory Hill’- 
“In A Little Spanish Town” (Cap- 
ital). Eberly and Miss O’Connell 
continue to impress with their 
neatly blended duetting. Their 
workover of these standards is 
typically polished. ‘Observatory 
Hill” is lightly bounced, with the 
clever lyric sharply delineated, 
while “Spanish Town” gets a more 
ie interpretation by Eberly 
with Miss O’Connell supplying the 
swing beat. 

Les Paul-Mary Ford: “Just One 
More -Chance”-“Jazz Me Blues” 
(Capitol). “Chance” is a change- 
of-pace side for this high-flying 
duo, who have been hitting with 
their multiple soundtrack vocal- 
guitar technique on a series of 
standards. This side is a similar 
electronic product but lacks the 
excitement of the team’s previous 
sides. Reverse is a solid instru- 
mental item with better juke 
chances. 

Les Brown Orch: “Highlights 
From ‘An American In Paris’” 
(Coral). This is a concert-type 
piece which Brown’s orch carries 
with brilliant contrast and fine 
shadings. 
George Gershwin’s major composi- 
tions, this two-sided presentation 
is executed with taste but should 
get a reaction in the pop market 
because of the band’s sharpness: 

Tamara Hayes: “The Day Isn't 
Long Enough”-“I Got It Bad’’ 
(Decca). Tamara Hayes is one of 





theme. ger of Southern. 


the most promising young vocalists 
to come up on wax in the last year 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


Excerpted from one off 


Al ord 


As 


Despite mu: 








but she’s running the danger of 
becoming over-stylized premature. 


ly. Her slow glissando attack way geu4¥*S pooe 0 
particularly effective on her pre. mconce™ ee 
vious sides, but on this disk her gum is dev 


mannerisms sound overworked ctor in buil 


and artificial. She, probably could @rding to Ch 
use a different orientation in the ml director © 
type of material she’s been getting, Miows.” 


Bill Farrell: “Blue Velvet”-"Be gertant TV Pl 
Mine Tonight” (M-G-M). Here’s@éuration pr 
another case of. a singer going dio,” claims 
overboard into a stylistic parody of sual present 


himself. Farrell is exaggerating fin spark enc 
that roller-coaster baritone to the Jheet music a 
point of comedy. That’s evident Although T 


particularly on “Blue Velvet,” a 
pashy slow ballad on which Far. 
rell pulls out all the stops. “Be 


en concent 
andards and 





Mine Tonight” is handled straigh- R°** bags 
ter and more effectively. abn publis 
Nat (King) Cole: “I Still See Heir plug 
Elisa” -“You’re O.K. For T.V." ing a me 
(Capitol). “Elisa” is a pleasing Pn aaas 
ballad which Cole builds into an BO"; uirie 
impressive side via the simplicity ail po 
and sincerity of his delivery. Num. @U"ty | h 
ber has a good melodic line which [pe Publisher 


Cole highlights with an important §“In the 


assist from the Les Baxter orch, Baims, “pub 
Tune on the reverse is a minor fRat occasior 
item with a contrived lyric. ore benefi 


Ray Barber: “Never” -“Every- han the 1 
thing Happened When I Saw You” @reaks.” Lit 
(Mercury). Ray Barber, Mercury's Hduced to al 


new “vocalist, registers most effec- constant 
tively to date on “Never,” a big Hcks or live 
ballad from the 20th-Fox pix, Bch TV sho 
“Golden Girl.” Barber has strong Hy the vide 
pipes and projects with a good, Bme impac 
straight-forward attack. Bill Hayes B.. as a v 
also has a fine slice of ‘“‘Never” for ose days 
M-G-M Records. On the Mercury 


flip, Barber also hits nicely on pest of pop 












“Saw You,” with a lush choral @ ® year, 78 
background. eet music 
Album Reviews om : 

Gene Kelly-Georges Guetary- f ap 
Johnny Green Orch; “An American ry e ‘eal 
In Paris” (M-G-M). M-G-M has a me +i 
probably big click in its soundtrack #pnsideratio 
album of the Metro pic, “An Amer- least fou) 
ican In Paris.” Including a brace #red with 
of top Gershwin standards, it’s a muses aired 
topflight musical set which: will §ronger im 


ride on the public reaction to the 
film. Gene Kelly does nicely with 
“Love Is Here To Stay” and “I’ve 


g. 
With TV 


first 
Got Rhythm,” while Georges thong fs 
Guetary handles “Ill Build A electing tl 
Stairway To Paradise” and “’ 


sing show 


Wonderful,” in a duet with Kelly, ualities ar 


in topflight style. Johnny Green’s 
orch also delivers an extended i, 
instrumental version of the pic’s ° 
ballet sequence with solid impact. ajor D 
Sadle 


Platter Pointers 


Alex. North’s original music for 
the Warner Bros. pic, “A Streetcar 
Named Desire,’ has been issued 


by Capitol in an interesting, if not Major ¢ 
particularly commercial, long-play gctambling 
set, with Ray Heindorf conducting peases wit 
the soundtrack orch . . . Solid jaz Wells Balle 
by a group of topflight sidemen Bhrough 6 
on a flock of standards issued by Bities. T1 
|Circle Records on two long-play Friday (5) 
disks, “Jamming At Rudi’s” ...§ Both Cc 
Ethel Smith, at the organ, has Bre issuin 
packaged a neat set of Latin tunes he troup 
for Decca . . . Tex Beneke orch, Bppje Poll 
with Ray Eberle vocalling, has a Bujjivan | 
good side in “Unforgettable” Bheocg js ; 
(M-G-M}) . . . The fine standard, he work | 





“The Glory of Love,” gets 4 fio som 














combos, jazz or otherwise, can the } , 
musician keep himself in a respec- | $ . 3 
tabie Gmanelal bracket. ' $ 1. BECAUSE OF YOU (9) (Broadcast)............606..00 0000: je Bh gg lla oe $ 
The rooted sideman, the lad ay ee eras . 
playing in any of the ae on 5 2. WORLD IS WAITING FOR THE SUNRISE (3) (Crawford).... Les Paul-Mary Ford ....Capitol p 
manent locations in Chi, is of > 3. COLD, COLD HEART (2) (Acuff-R) ........ cccccgccccecese Tony Bennett......... Columbia z 
— Oh a — a. 4 4. COME ON-A MY HOUSE (13) (Duchess).............+++... Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia z 
‘he traveling sideman who stands! + i ai . : 
to take out the standard $135 week- + ; I GET IDEAS (8) (Hill-R)........... 664:00.604.64.68s 000000066 Tony Martin ...cccocce+- Victor z 
ly paycheck can always make out »¢ . LONGING FOR You (2) (Ludlow)... eeeeteereeeeoeeeeeweeseene Vic Damone eeee eoee. Mercury > 
okay, but it’s becoming increasing- z 7. WHISPERING (2) (Miller) (Fisher). eee ee ereeeeeeseeeseeeee Les Paul see eee eeseere . Capitol z 
Vd — oo the an oe 4 8. SWEET VIOLETS (10) (Morris)............ Trt ceceeeees Dinah Shore ....seeee+-.Victor z 
eran B=» aa’ ot creek be! Besse ~ 9% LOVELIEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR (14) (Robbins)......... Mario Lanza ........+...Victor t 
locations. 10. TOO YOUNG (24) Weft Nat “King” Cole .......Capitols} 
; Factors such as the 20°% enter t ( erson) O68 OCOD ED ES 8444 444 T ED seeeene Richard Hayes pate o abaen .Mercury D4 
ainment tax, falloff in terpery at- + 
tendance, idle gaming devices, and z Second Grou ? 
the general economic chariness of 4 P z 
er ee so = = po- t BELLE, BELLE, MY LIBERTY BELL (4) (Oxford)..... cseeeeeee Guy Mitchell-Mitch Miller. .Col. z 
icaak & voaamaaian seeihe ‘tee “indi. eo EF ee ere ee ee encekoacadces SMO ROR sass: Columbia t 
vidual musicians. Im 9 . tony Mitcheil-Mitch Miller ..Col. 3 
; : MY TRULY, TRULY FAIR (12) (Santly : EPROP Tere: Crete Vie Damone ceeeegees- Mercury z 
’ + SHA) Dove. BG oc ccscscess Columbia 4 
BACH’S ORGAN WORKS ¢ SHANGHAI (3) (Advanced). ..... 0p 5000s 6000000 Keenasaennanens ) Bally Williams Quartet ...MGM ¢ 
PLANNED BY DECCA z DETOUR (Hill-R) ee ee SOCCER e EEE E EEE BEES Patti Page eo reeerverene Mercury z 
ie 4 gon <i ~ JOSEPHINE (Feist) ............. seveccccceccescccscceseeesees Les Paul-Mary Ford... .Capitol z 
n its most ambitious longhair | + “ing” 
project since launching its classi-| $ BECAUSE OF RAIN (Maypole) ............-.0.. se eeeeeeeerees a ge i ne D4 
cal Gold Seal line, Decca is map-| $ > ommy WATGS cecseess- M + 
ping rebeese of the eumeiute orem ; MORNINGSIDE OF THE MOUNTAIN (Remick)........seeeee0: Paul Weston .........Columbia ¢ 
works of Johann Sebastian Bach. { Sarah Vaughan .......Columbia 
Bach was a prolific writer for the bq THESE THINGS I OFFER YOU (Valando)...........s+ssesess- Patti fees. oseccccces OGD ¢ 
organ and the complete repertory|? yp e773 , : 
Will he tend oa past of Deces’s $ I'M WAITING JUST FOR YOU (Jay-Cee).......ccseeceseeeesss Lucky Millinder :......... King t 
Archive Series. + HOW HIGH THE MOON (14) (Chippell)...........seeeeeeeee8++ Les Paul-Mary Ford ....Capitol + 
Series will be cut in Germany | z ee CIID yg ccvdins dercdive-cesade SeGNGdGascennncadsdasncce Ae eh dioceks Mercury 3 
with Helmut Walcha at the organ.|4 waniTy (Jefferson) Don Cherr Decca % 
Walcha records for the Deutsche|¢ =~ Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been 1n the Tor 10) z 
Gramophone Co., with which Decca ad ” : j ° ; ; 3 
has a releasing deal for the U. S. FEEEEEFEFEFEEEFEFEESEEFFSES ODED EEEDEOS 446444544 446664664464666664466646664646464 


listenable workover by the Four 
Knights for Capitol . . . Charlie 
Ventura’s Big Four combo dishes 
up some frantic sounds in “After 
You’ve -Gone” for Mercury .. . 
Red Foley has a couple of strong 
sides in ‘“Dixie’ and “Alabama 
Jubilee” (Decca) . . . Dean Martin 
does a fair job on “I Ran All The 
Way Home” (Capitol) . . , On the 
same label, Margaret Whiting and 
Jimmy Wakely team on a possible 
hit, “I Don’t Want To Be Free. 
... Johnny Long orch does a neat 
job on “Farewell to Yokohama 
and “Love Is Here To Stay” for 
Mercury ... Mindy Carson has 4 
couple of okay sides in “Out In 


Bs at 
Merle Travis, “Done Rovin’ (Cap- 
itol) .. . Dewey Ritter, “One Mans 
Loss Is Another Man’s Gain 
(Coral)... Red Kirk, “Train Track 
Shuffle” (Mercury) . . . Hank Gar- 





present Gilbert & Sullivan operas, 
with offices in New York. Direc 











tors are Dorothy Raedler, Sally. 
Knapp and Rue Knapp: . 










pany’s cr 
Columb 
ade un 
ackerra 
ing balle' 
as been 
onductir 
Drchestr: 
he. pare 
ngland: 
highlight 
bf Irving 


Crimin 



















The Cold Again” and “Hangin } 2 | 
Around With You” (Victor) . . . 
Dick Beavers impresses on “Never In Det 
for Capitol . . . Monica Lewis does g’wo cha 
an okay vocal on “A Kiss To Build gmusic | 
a Dream On” for M-G-M. differen 
Standout western, folk, blues, Biork, W 
rhythm, religious, polka, etc.: §ton’s ch 
Anita Kerr Singers, “My Evening @the pas 
Prayer” (Decca) . . . Hlinois Jac- §¥ederal 
quet, “Speedliner” (Mercu Cotics a 


lington 

charges 
being t 
Ring all 


I . 
land, “I’m Crying” (Decca). bee 
obbery 

With 
American Savoyards, Inc. has By...) 
been chartered to produce and Estate 


bonds | 
coveres 
's Roy 
three 1 


. 
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IVM Sees Vide 
kes| fa ord, 1¥ Maestro, Sees Video 
S M a B * 9 Me * 
= 
|] As Major Song-Building Medium 
nger of : ic publishing firms+4~ , 
: espite music Pp / 
agen os that TV doesn’t “+ for 0k h’ J h - 
er pret peoncentrated song drive, the me- ens sonnnie Ray 
‘isk her gum is developing as an important : . 
‘worked petor in building new tunes, ac- In Spier Writer Deal 
y could gprding to Charles Sanford, musi- . 
“in the (pl director of WNBT’s “Show of| Johnnie Ray, vocalist on the 
Betting, Bows.” “A song getting an im-| Okeh label, the blues and rhythm 
et”-"Be portant TV plug doesn’t require the | .ncid of Columbia Records, has 
Here's @pturation previously needed in ck teilial tie sees eal 
4 £oing pdio,” claims Sanford. A good deal b La ad Sr oo apn ban! a one] 
1rody of Msual presentation of a new tune Ray’ y Pr -. heed nt music firm. 
yerating jan spark enough interest to hypo sd - on cuts of a0 own num- 
+ to the feet music and disk sales. and “Tell the Ledy I Said Good 
hapa, Although TV musical shows have bye,” have been Siea iotenack hile en 
vet, st geen concentrating in the past on! Oyen since the label was launched 
- = andards and pop clicks, the trend early last simmer. 
straigh. jay is toward new tunes. More . ; , ‘th Gol 
- Bd more musical directors are can- ay is discussing with Spier 
ssing publishers to get first crack whether he should make affiliation 
owe their plug tunes. “After intro- with the American “ of Com- 
leaing BEE 2, eaaiine Om 90 | east tune, foc. Spurs hee 
into ne pow.” adds Sanford, “we pull in eee ee 
mplicit ail inquiries from all over the|?*S AP. 
r. Meat, puntry for information regarding 
e which We publisher er the disk versions.” 
iportant H“In the long run,” Sanford 
‘Yr orch, Maims, “publishers will discover Mercury Upbeat 
1 minor Mat occasional TV plugs will be 
c. ore beneficial to the industry 
“Every- fhan the round-the-clock radio 
iw You” Breaks.” Life of a song has been us y age, 
ercury’s Mduced to about six weeks because 
st yin constant network airings via 
” a big Iicks or live performances. With 
ox Pix, Hach TV show striving for original- Damone, Howard 
Bap y the video ay gee wave She 
27; Mme impact on the music busi- : ea 
dea Sa ¢ss as a vaude plug. Songs in yr pe spe gets Si < 
Mercusy ose days were able to ride the | 0M tree oF iis eu » ESaaeer 
rely “s est of popularity from six months | Mercury Records is heading to one 
choral @ # year, racking up top figures in| of its best seasons. Despite gen- 
eet music sales. eral offish biz on the retail level, 
Sanford also claims that a song(|disks etched by Patti Page, Vic 
saetary. #2 TV is treated with more care|Damone and Eddy Howard are 
merican #42 on radio, since both..visual sparking the diskery’s upbeat trend. 
Mi has a d musical values are taken into Miss Page, who has been topping 
indtrack @ensideration. A video tune gets/the disk sales sweepstakes for the 
n Amer- # least four or five choruses com-} past year, has already racked up 
a brace red with the two or three cho-| a 350,000 sales peak on her waxing 
s, it’s a muses alred by radio, leaving a/of “And So to Sleep” in the first 
ch - will #Bronger impact on the initial hear-| three weeks of release. The sales 
1 to the Rg. mark indicates that “Sleep” will be 
ely with ith TV: musical directors vying | her ninth consecutive hit for the 
ee I've pr first performance rights, pub-| company. Mercury has the first 
ver hate shers are in a bullish position|Page album in the offing but it’s 
nd “’S electing their TV spots and are|holding it back until the huge 
h Keliy sing shows with best showcasing | backlog of her pop sides are re- 
Green’s @uélities and top ratings. leased. 
xtended In its first two weeks Vie Dam- 
he pic's 5 a ‘ ones’ “Calla-Calla” has hit a 20,000 
impact, ajor Diskeries Seek sales mark in the New York area 
, alone and oe Ag ag 
" i illy. 
* coc Dailler’s Wells Tieins | Giicsgo'and Lor Angetes, Eddy 
0 ry e ’ 2 iy ” a 
ireetcar } During 65-City Tour |reaay: topped. the 300,000 marks. 
gif not § Major diskeries are currently poco gn ee “iy ! summer is- 
ong-play gcrambling to tie in longhair re-| 5° 0, le fey ance, Dance, 
iducting eases with the upcoming Sadler's | Dance,” waxed by Georgia Gibbs, 
olid jaza Bells Ballet Theatre’s 25-week tour | as racked up more than 250,000 
sidemen Bhrough 65 U. S. and Canadian | Ales. 
sued by Bities. Troupe opens in Quebec| In a move to expand its rhythm 
png-play Friday (5). and blues department, Mercury 
’s” . . +f Both Columbia and RCA Victor | named Bob Shad as artist and rep- 
an, has fire issuing full-length versions of |ertory chief. Shad, who was for- 
in tunes he troupe’s hit ballet, “The Pine- | merly with Sitting-In Records, will 
ke Fete: pple Poll,” to music of Sir Arthur | operate out of New York and Chi- 
table ppullivan (of Gilbert & Sullivan). | cago. 
bondard gen _ aap oe Py ony of 
. @he work in a series of four albums 
+ lso framed around the ballet com- SCORES OF 3 COMING 
Charlie a+ i ine Maggs “—~ . 
o dishes olumbia’s version as been 
1 “After (Made under the baton of Charles PIX INTO RCA ALBUMS 
ry .. . @Mackerras, arranger for the tour- RCA Victor is making its big 
f strong Bg ballet company. “Victor’s disk | move into the original-cast album 
Alabama #fas been cut, with Robert Irving | field on film musicals this fall with 
) Martin Fonducting the London Symphony 


All The 


1 operas, 
Direc: 
r, Sally. 














Urehestra. Irving is maestro of 
he. parent Sadler’s Wells Co. in 
ngland: Decca’s- series of ballet 


highlights are also under the baton 
bf Irving. 


Criminal Raps Against 
2 Fringe Music Biz Men 
In Denver and Harlem last week, 
vo characters in and around the 
™usic business were arrested on 
different criminal charges. In New 
ork, Willie Manning, Duke Elling- 
ton’s chauffeur and handyman for 
the past 20 years, was indicted in 
ederal Court for pushing nar- 
Cotics among local musicians. El- 
ngton was not involved in the 
charges, but his auto was seized for 
being the vehicle in which Man- 
hing allegedly made his deliveries. 
In Denver, Dave Miller, a disk 
jockey, was picked up on a bank 
obbery rap. Miller was charged 
With acting as a lookout for two 
nien who broke into the Kirk (Colo.) 
piste Bank and lifted $65,000 in 
nds and cash. The coin was re- 
‘overed. Miller, whose real name 
's Roy. Bivins, and his bride of 

three months were arrested. 





release of three sets framed 
around scores of upcoming major 
pix. Up to now, picture scores on 
wax with original casts were given 
extensive coverage only by M-G-M 
Records, due to the company’s tie- 
in with the Metro pic studios. 


Victor will cut albums of two 
Paramount pix, “Aaron Slick From 
Punkin Crick” and Cecil B. De- 
Mille’s “The Greatest Show on 
Earth,” as well as RKO’s “Two 
Tickets to Broadway.” “Aaron 
Slick” album will include seven 
songs, with Dinah Shore and Rob- 
ert Merrill appearing both in the 
film and on wax. “Greatest Show” 
album will contain six numbers 
delivered by the pic’s stars, Betty 
Hutton, Jimmy Stewart and Doro- 
thy Lamour. “Tickets” score 
will be handled by Tony Martin 
for Victor. 


Decca Adds 3 Vocalists 





Dinah Shore Reactivates 
Her Publishing Firm 


Dinah Shore reactivated her 
publishing firm last week, naming 
Murray Luth partner and head of 
the New York office. Firm, which 


as Cosmic Musie, Inc. 


Cosmic is three-way partnership 
deal between Miss Shore, Ticker 
Freeman, her accompanist, and 
Luth, who was formerly general 
professional manager of Famous 
Music. Freeman will operate on 
the Coast. 


Lombardos Back at Same 
Old Roosevelt Stand For 
22d Yr. to Same Old Socko 


The Lombardos’ return to the 
Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y., for their 
22d consecutive season is more 
than a seasonal review—it’s now a 
news story. It is the more remark- 
able in face of the band vogue'’s 


general lethargy, for there is noth- 
ing placid when the Hilton hostelry 
heralds the annual fall return of 
Guy Lombardo. It’s a new deal all 
over again for maitre d’Victor and 
his staff; the joint starts jumping; 








on the dance floor like it was some 
kind of a banknite. This is in it- 
self a phenomenon considering the 
many good bands that don’t experi- 
ence this want-to-hoof appeal. In 
turn, this reminds of a favorite 
Benny Goodman anecdote at the 
time when Willard Alexander, 
then with MCA, and Sonny Werb- 
lin had “trapped” the swingologist 
into the Roosevelt. Goodman de- 
lights in detailing that he thoucht 
the Lombardos were strictly off- 
the-cob, that his sweet-and-not-too- 
hot dansapation was for moujiks. 
but before he knew it, says he, “I 
found myself tapping under the 
table, and then I realized the magic 
of the Lombardo appeal—it’s their | 
undeniable dance beat.” 


| 
Per usual, the orch breaks up 
into medleys of old and new tunes, 
vocal and in rhythmic combina- 
tion of piano teams, beaucoup reeds 
and the like. Per usual, they do 
sellout biz. They’re a solid $1.50) 
and $2 couvert worth, and with no | 
minimum at dinner they're that 
much of an extra bargain attrac- 
tion. The Lombardos are now well 
nigh an American _institution— 
certainly 22 years in one _ spot 
makes them a landmark so far as 
the Roosevelt, New York, is con- 
cerned. Abel. 


EASTFRN ASCAP BIGS 
ON COAST FOR MEET 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 

A top contingent of American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers’ execs have arrived here 
from the east in the last couple of 
days for the annual Coast ASCAP 
membership meeting being held 
tomorrow ‘Wed.) at the Beverly- 
Wilshire Hotel. Group includes 
Otto A. Harbach, ASCAP prexy; 
Gene Buck, chairman of the So- 
ciety’s exec committee; George 
Hoffman, comptroller, and L. Wolfe 
Gilbert, ASCAP’s Coast rep, who 
has been east recently discussing 
revision of the writer classification 
system. 

Proceedings at the annual con- 
clave will include a financial report 
on ASCAP'’s income and a rundown 
of the efforts made to amend the 
60-20-20 payoff system which has 
been met with the loudest squawks 
from ASCAP’s Coast membership. 




















Midwest Indie’s Hit 


was formed in 1949, will be known | 














49 
* Midwest band bookers _ this 
Hill Ankles Cap As 
| heavy fall college bookings. Only 
,as Capitol Records Distributing | 
Capitol Records veepee, will direct | trenchment policy as far as tradi- 
| Hill was with the diskery for This isn't the case with the larger 
small enrollments. Averaze lesser 


Band Coin on Campus Dates Hit B 
Student Draft in Smaller School 
month are feeling temporary revi- 
|talization from the customary 
Eastern Sales Hea | discordant note this year, however, 
William R. Hill resigned his post | is the Army, which has syphoned 
|Corp. veepee last week. Until a off a goodly amount male students 
successor is named, Bill Fowler, |.29d left the universities on a re- 
Capitol’s eastern division distribu- | tional big dances are concerned. 
| tion, 
se : | schdols, bookers point out, but only 
| seven years. involves institutions with ordinarily 
college with short coin is asking 
for name or semi-name units, but is 


‘Smaller Combos 


reluctant to spend the equivalent 
of its 1950 budget. 
r The scheduling of homecoming 
He Pu witc dances and class proms on the 
, weekends is the most prohibitive 


On Band Stocks 


Steady trend of orch leaders to 
smaller bands is seen sparking a 


today, however, are switching to 
arrangements written for smaller 
bands afid which incorporate the 
two vocals on one page. New type 
of arrangement costs the publisher 
about $400 for the first 1,000 copies. 


Such firms as E. H. Morris, 
Leeds, Mellin Music and Santly- 
Joy have hopped on the band- 
wagon, The publishers claim that 
the old styled arrangement with 
three different versions (dance, 
male voca] and female vocal) jacks 
up costs unnecessarily and has be- 
come for the most part a dead loss 
since bands today seldom carry 
both a male and gal vocalist and 
have cut down on their sidemen. 


Current pops such as “Sweet Vio- | 


lets, “Sin,” “Blue Velvet” and 
“While You Danced” have been 
given the new treatment. The sys- 
tem was developed by arrangers 
Joe Leahy and Johnny Warington. 

Broadcast Music, Inc., offers its 
member publishers an = arrange- 
ment for orchestras called the 
“Two Key Special.” It’s arranged 
for a flexible orch and background- 
ed in two keys, one suited to the 
average male voice and the other 
suited to the average femme voice. 
Although BMI shares half the 
printing costs with the publishers, 
some firms claim that it’s becoming 
outdated. 

Some pubberies, such as South- 
ern Music, have been experiment- 
ing with its own type of arrange- 
ment. Southern’s arrangement, 
called the “Scorette,” is printed on 
one sheet and includes a vocal re- 
frain for either male or femme 
singer. First chorus is suitable for 
male while the second chorus is ar- 
ranged for the gal. Whether orch 
men are finding Scorette service- 
able is not yet known, since it’s 
only been around the past two 
-months. 

Publishers with a hefty Latino 
catalog also are mulling direction 
to take in printing new arrange- 
ments. Latin bands now use only 
six or seven men as compared with 
the 14 pieces used a few years ago. 
Firms are delaying reprinting or- 
ders until:they can properly evalu- 
ate the various arranging ideas. 





Robert Wilson, Scottish tenor, 
who is being primed as Scotland’s 
new show biz “ambassador” to the 
U. S. a la the late Sir Harry 
Lauder, is slated to cut a couple 
of sides with the Andrews Sisters 





In Robbins Pickup 


tune which has broken for a hit in 
the midwest on a small indie label, 
Sharpe Records, has been picked 





Decca added three more vocalists 
last week. 

Gil Houston and Cliff Ayers, both 
country singers, have been inked 


ern division. 
with the diskery’s blues 





rhythm department. 


. 


with the company’s folk and west-| ing to cover the number. 
: Dick Thompson is | Mooney has sliced it for M-G-M, 
and | Buddy Morrow orch for RCA Vic- 


& Sons. 

| Tune, written by Art Kassel, was 
|@so cut by the latter for Sharpe, 
| with the other diskeries now ay 


tor and Al Trace for Mercury. 





| for Decca when he arrives in this 
‘country. Wilson is currently in 


“Oh, How I Love You,” a neW| Canada playing before Scottish | 


clan societies and will come to 
!the U. S. Oct. 15 for similar dates. 
| Wilson, under exclusive contract 
RCA  Victor’s 


company on making the Decca 
| disk. Wilson met the Andrews Sis- 
ters on their recent tour of the 
British Isles. 
agency, which booked Lauder, is 
now eyeing Wilson as a U. S. at- 
traction, 








seeks British disk 
up for publication by J. J. Robbins affiliate, His Master’s Voice, re- 


'ceived an okay from the latter 


William Morris | 





factor in securing choice bands at 
| easy-to-take rates, bookers claim, 
since prices get an automatic jack- 
up on Fridays and Saturdays. 

| Most agencies, depending on the 
| back-to-school prom business, keep 
| their orchs available with short lo- 


top 10%ery staffers (MCA) turn/ revision of publishing firms’ orches-| cation stays in college belts. Often 


out en masse, ditto the Decca/tra stock arrangements. In the past,| bands are idle a few days out of 

execs, not to mention the plug-| pubberies had their arrangements | the week. 

gers, et al. written for a 16-piece orch carry-| Bookers haven't encountered 
This smooth, well-blended dan-|ing a boy and girl vocalist at a| much trouble with reduced budgets 

sapation team strikes the downbeat | printing cost of close to $500 for| among the larger state schools. 

and, young and old, they surge out |the first 1,000 copies. Publishers | prices reportedly remain around 


the $3,000 mark in the Ivy League, 
while the $2,000 figure is standard 
in the midwest. Les Brown, as last 
year, will fly into the midwest and 
eastern areas between his Bob 
Hope radio shows. Brown is the 
fair-haired boy with the collegians 
and can pick up anywhere from 
$6,000 a week on up with a couple 
of university dances between radio 
chores. 

General Artists Corp. is selling 
| Hal McIntyre, Tony Pastor, Clyde 
| McCoy and Ralph Martiere to the 
| collegians. MCA is flying Dick 
| Haymes to Iowa State, Ames, for 


| a two-day campus show. 








Mercury Again Jumps 
Release Date, Burns 
Other Disk Companies 


Another instance of release-date 
jumping by Mercury Records is 
burning up the other major com- 
panies, which had agreed to ob- 
serve the publisher's deadline. 
Tune in this case was “Once,” pub- 
lished by Walt Disney and origin- 


ally set for an Oct. 12 rclease. Mer- 
cury, however, jumped the gun 
with its cut by Richard Hayes. - 

RCA Victor, meantime, had beea 
holding back on its Jan Peerce ver- 
sion, with Columbia also beaten 
on its Percy Faith cut and M-G-M 
with its Billy Eckstine slice. It’s 
understood that Disney's Coast 
office moved to resirict the per- 
formance of the tune on the air, 
but could not prevent Mercury 
from hitting the retail counters 
first. 

Mercury recently jumped the re- 
lease date on “Old Soft Shoe,” a 
Shapiro-Bernstein Music number. 


Repertory beads of the major 
companies claim they are not 
afraid of the competition by the 
jumpers but they are irked by the 
necessity to revise their releasing 
schedules. Failure by one diskery 
to respect a deadline, it’s claimed, 
makes it impossible to plan an 











SCOTTISH TENOR TO WAX. oven artist, Thine up of releases 
WITH ANDREWS SISTERS 


by individual artists within a short 
space of time has heen a recurrent 
headache in the trade. 


‘Hibbler Ankles Duke 
To Go Out as Sinsle 


Al Hibler, Negro vocalist, has 
ankled the Duke Ellington orch 9 
go out as a single. He was with 
Ellington about six years. 

Shaw Ariists has booked him into 
the High Hat Club. Boston, last 
week and the Sky Club, Cleveland, 
thereafter. 








Bel-Aire Music, chartered to con- 
| duct a publishing business in New 
York. Capital stock is 200 shares 
ino par value. Lewis A. Dreyer o 
N. Y. is a director and filing attor- 
ney. 
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VICTOR Featuring 
rept HUGO WINTERHALTER’S 


Orchestra and Chorus 
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Record Promotion: 
JIM McCARTHY 


Publicity: 
MILTON RUBIN 


Personal Management: 


BOBBY BERNARD 
1650 Broadway, New York 


JUdson 6-2173 
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Ellington-Vaughan-Cole 
In Sock $4.80-Top Show 
At N. Y.’s Carnegie Hall 


The Duke _ Ellington- Sarah 
Vaughan-Nat (King) Cole tandem, 
packaged by the Gale Agency for 
an extensive cross-country tour, hit 
New York’s Carnegie Hall Friday 
night (28) in two sellout shows 
at a $4.80 top. 

Although the hepcats were out 
in force, this show bore no re- 
semblance to any of the jazz ses- 
sions that have been housed in this 
ai ditorium in recent years. With 
a flock of standard Negro turns 
supplementing the three top names, 
this session ran off more like a 


cal of the Apollo Theatre in 
Harlem than a longhair emporium. 

It’s a sock layout, however, with 
general appeal rather than the 
more sectarian approach of the 
straight jazz troupes. This package 
includes a Brace of hoofers and 
comegians as well as such top mu- 
sic purveyors as Ellington, Cole 
a’ 1 Miss Vaughan. 

Ellington opened the Carnegie 
Hall show with a couple of brassy 


he showcased each of his sidemen 
in solo passages. Ellington’s crew, 
which has undergone its most 
drastic change in personnel recent- 
ly with the exit of Johnny Hodges 
and others, is still a superlative 
organization knit together by some 
of the slickest arrangements in the 
band business. Ellington clicked on 
such numbers as “The Hawk 
Talks,” “Threesome” and ‘‘Mono- 
logue,” latter spiced by a clever 
narration by Ellington, who paced 
the whole session with his suave 
emceeing. 

Coming on before the intermis- 
sion curtain garbed in an eye-fill- 
ing red and pink creation, Miss 
Vaughan delivered a full book of 
her pop clicks on wax. The song- 
stress is not only an unusual stylist 
but in the last couple of years has 
emerged as a winning, gracious 
personality before the mike. Miss 
Vaughan was more _ impressive 
when singing with only a keyboard 
accompaniment rather than with 
the Ellington orch. Latter did not 
always play at the right back- 
ground level and occasionally over- 
whelmed the vocals. 

Cole, working with his instru- 
mental trio, closed the show by 
also reprising his disk clicks. Cole 
worked effortlessly, exploiting his 
low-key voice with fine shadings 
to score both on ballads and 
rhythm . numbers. Unlike Miss 
Vaughan, however, Cole is less 
effective in large halls, where he 
dc2s not project with the intimacy 
that he achieves on wax. 

Among the supporting turns in 
the show’s initiai half, Stump & 
Stumpy registered with their zany 
comedy-hoofing, and Timmie 
Rogers scored solidly with his pat- 
ter of gags, some of them rather 
stale but still effective, and his 
special material vocals. In the sec- 
ond portion, Peg Leg Bates belted 
across his standard, but still re- 
markable hoofing to powerful mit- 
ting. Patterson & Jackson with 
their heft, also clicked with their 
comedy-hoofing, being almost an 
oversized version of the earlier 
Stump & Stumpy turn. 

The troupe of Marie Bryant 
dancers, comprising two men and 
four gals, were also spotted in a 
couple of ballet numbers with a 
considerable cooch veneer over the 
jazz choreography. It was neatly 
styled, however, to fit into this 
session’s atmosphere. Herm. 





Troupe Draws 4,406 In Troy 
: Troy, Oct. 2. 

The Duke Ellington-King Cole- 
Sarah Vaughan package show drew 
4,400 payees, at $1.75 to $2.75, in 
the Troy Armory Wednesday (26), 
after playing to 4,200 in Worcester, 
Mass., and to 6,100 in Providence. 
Miss Vaughan did not appear in 
Troy, it being announced that her 
car had broken down en route 
from Worcester. 

Ted Bayly, local boxing and 
wrestling promoter, had the drill 
shed set to hold 5,800 but is under- 
stood to have made a profit anyway. 
Terms reportedly included a guar- 
antee of $5,000, against a 60- 
40 split, and an even division of 
advertising costs. - 

The Gale Agency unit is booked 
solidly until Dec. 5, when it will 
close in the Mid-West. Business 
for the three opening days at the 
Boston Garden was reported fairly 
good. Patronage in Worcester and 
Providence, both within 45 miles 


of Beantown, was considered ex- 
cellent. . 





Palitz Back to N. Y. 

Morty Palitz, chief of Decca’s 
pop artists and repertory opera- 
tion, arrived back in New York 
last weekend after a couple of 
weeks in Hollywood for waxing ses- 
sions and huddles with nny 








Burke, company’s Coast recording 
chief, 
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topflight vaude session more typi-| 


house-warming numbers in which | 
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Those ‘Surprise’ Hits 
RCA Victor’s general sales manager Larry Kanaga deprecates 
those “surprise” hits for which every deejay seems 
since such freaks as “Near You,” “Heartaches” and 


up, for the simple reason that it’s impractical to 
straight merchandising viewpoint, unless it’s something truly ex. 


traordinary. 


able. 


Kanaga cites other disk jocks who seem to have a fetish fo, 
laying off a current disk—it doesn’t apply to Victor platters only 
but six months later, or some such awkward time when dealers 
have made returns or pressings are out of stock, the deejays de. 
cide to “revive” a relatively recent number. | 
it only harasses the dealers and the potential customers who sud. 
denly discover, albeit belatedly, this or that disk when it’s un 


On the other hand, Kanaga gives th 


the business never had so many 1,000,000-copy record sales as inf ‘y | 
recent years, thanks to the disk jockeys.” A 


to strive ever 
others cropped 
re-stock, from 4 





Done on a local level and 
avail. 


jocks full credit “becausee 





: At » 





RCA EXTENDS TESTS ON 
PRE-RELEASE RATINGS 


With the initial eight-week run 
of audience research tests still in- 
conclusive, RCA Victor has com- 
missioned the Schwerin Research 
| outfit to conduct four more weeks 
lof tests to determine whether re- 





|action to disk releases can be ac- 
|curately predicted. Victor, mean- 
time, is still studying,results of the 
initial tests by measuring actual 
sales in the field against the 
Schwerin pre-release ratings. 

It’s understood that both Victor 
and Schwerin execs found some in- 
accuracies in the initial testing set- 
up. As a result, a new format will 
be used in the second four-week 
period, but as yet no definite pro- 
cedure has been worked out. 


British PRS Denies 
Any Abuse of Monopoly 


London, Oct. 2. 
Allegations made by the Music 











Users’ Federation to the Copyright 
Committee that the Performing 
Rights Society was abusing its mo- 
nopoly, are denied by the PRS in a 
memorandum submitted to the in- 
quiry panel. In addition to the 
PRS, evidence was given last week 
by the Assn. for the Protection of 
Copyright in Sport and the Walt 
Disney Organization. © 

The PRS contended that no ves- 
|tige of a case had been made out; 
\that there had been no abuse of 
ménopoly power, and suggested it 
was not right that aspersions 
should be cast upon the composers 
and authors who jointly, with the 
publishers, control and direct the 
Society's policy. 

Leslie Boosey, PRS chairman, 
who presented the memo, suggest- 
ed that the Society should be al- 
lowed to keep its present tariffs 
and should not be allowed to in- 
crease them except by agreement 
or else by decision of an arbitra- 
tion tribunal. 

The sporting promoters, in their 
evidence, pleaded that they should 
be given the same legal protection 
in TV as novelists or playwrights. 
The case was cited of members of 
the public paying 50c to owners of 
TV sets for the right to look in on 
a recent fight telecast. ‘ 

The Disney Organization pleaded 
that their artistic copyrights should 
not be disturbed by legislation, 


Big Radio-TV Bally 
For Children’s Guild 


Children’s Record Guild is cur- 
rently using a departure in its mer- 
chandising with an extensive: radio 
and TV ad campaign slanted at 
hypoing turnover at the retail 
level. Kidiskery up to recently 
had been accenting its club mem- 
bership via direct-mail distribution 
but is now pitching for increased 
retail outlets. 

During -the past week CRG 
wrapped up sponsorship of several 
local and network shows, including 
“No School Today” on ABC, “Sing- 
ing Story Time” on WGN, Chicago; 
‘Merry Mail Man” on WOR-TV, 
N. Y., plus several disk jockey tie- 
ups. 

Air campaign has been mapped 
by CRG’s agency, Huber & Hoge, 
on a test basis, with the diskery 
able to pull out of any show that 
doesn’t pay off. Bill Simon, for- 
merly with London Records, is han- 
dling CRG’s promotion. 


New B&R Diskery 

Tuxedo Records, a new diskery 
Specializing in the blues and 
rhythm field, was organized last 
week by Chris Forde. 

Label already has. pacted blues 
singers Dorine Bryan and Debbie 
Morris and Al Lyle’s orch. 














trumpeter Maynard Ferguson sbl 6 


Manne. Coming in for palm ph@ ¥ 
dits also are Bob Cooper on ten : 
sax and Milt Bernhardt’s ar 











Kenton’s 40-Piece Crew} * ‘ 
Rocks Dallas Hepcats— * 
In Concert Tour Deb 


Dallas, Oct. 2. y 

Stan Kenton, top exponent .) a 
“progressive” music, for the s¢ a 
ond year is carrying to the pub 1 
in concert format his interpret 
tions of contemporary Americ; 
music, with stress on modern ja 
creations. Debuting his 1951 to 
of 65 concerts in State Fair Aud 
torium before 2,000 fans, predo 
nately crew-cut, college clad aj an 
hepcat, Kenton introed his orch 
17 strings, 10 brass, five reed 
four rhythm, a trio of Fren 


horns and a tuba. Current tour XY 
played is a mixture of last yeay i 
innovations and familiar pops ‘ ‘ 
waxed on Capitol records 

Kenton. 


Able  sidemen are _ featur¢ 
througout the 105-minute musi 


melange. Shading is evident, a ¢ 
excellent, even with 10 brass sa a 
mutes. Open horns, however, wi iA 


ing, rate a big hand. Reception 
Art Pepper’s alto sax in “‘Impro 
sation” is outstanding, as ‘ 
the percussion artistry of She 





Harry Betts’ tromboning. 
Sole vocal offerings are by cap 


ble June Christy, canary who h 
rejoined the Kenton crew for t a 
tour. Husky voiced blonde offeg 
lyrics to eight tunes, all record 
prisals; “I Remember Apri 
“Lover,” “Lullaby in Rhythm 
“Willow Weep for Me” and “ 
God’s Chillun Got Rhythm’ amp ; 
demonstrate’ gals versatility at v wy 
calizing. Each exit is a begoff. 


Mg a 


Kenton takes over the keyboz 
in later portion, after a capab 


conducting stint. With his regul 
dance crew he runs_ throu 
“Laura,” and a “montage of dang 
music” with “September Song 
“Love for Sale,” “Peanut Vendo 
and “Halls of Brass.” June Chris 
adds a couple of closers, “Ea ' 
Street” and “How High the Moon ¥ 
to clinch her pleasing stint. hi 


4 

String section is a pleasing 4 $ 
dition, althouh more ornamen 
than useful. Boys have little to ¢ 
except gander the inspiring wo 
of Kenton’s standard 19-pi 
band. 

Stage mounting is attractir 
with brass and reed sections 0 
cupying four levels. All 40 m 
and Miss Christy make impress! 
wardrobe changes at intermissi( 
to add visual lustre to this excé 
lent musical presentation. 

Seats scaled to $3 top., Bark 


GILKYSON IN TIEUP 
FOR OWN PUB 


Terry Gilkyson, Coral Recor ad 
folk singér and composer, 
formed his own music compa! 
Montclare Music, in partners s 
with Wally Brady and Sylvest 
Cross. Cross is head of Americ 
Music, which has been publish! 
Gilkyson’s works up to the exp! 
tion of the latter’s pact. Americ 4 
Music has assigned 16 of Gili 
son’s past copyrights to Montcla 

Brady will operate as gene 
professional manager of the ne 
company. Attorney Harold Ore 
stein handled the setting up of | | 
company, each partner getting ¥ 
equal share. ; 
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~ Band Reviews 





BILLY WILLIAMS ORCH (8) 
Southern Mansion, Kansas City 


Change of policy at this Balti- 
more Avenue club brings in name 
acts and floor shows. for the fall 
season, and focuses dadded atten- 
tion on bandstand crew and its 
abilities. Williams’ orch has* been 


the attraction through the summer | 


months, and is set for an indef- 
inite stay in the Mansion. Prin- 
cipally the crew is set up for 


dancing, but can ably back a show 
as evidenced by its work with 
Helen Forrest, first name in under 
the new policy. 

Williams is something of a name 
around town, having previously 
held forth for long stands at Eddys’ 
Restaurant and the Kansas City 
Club. His lineup here is about 
the same as he has used previously 
—three reeds, trumpet, string bass, 
piano and drums. A former war- 
bler with Sammy Kaye-and other 
names, Williams handles vocals in 
his own very listenable baritone. 
He rounds out the vocal depart- 
ment with deep-down lyrics of Milt 
Minor, sax man, and these two 
combine with George Drake, trum- 
peter, to do novelty songs. 

Musically the crew sticks gen- 
erally to the current pops and 
standards, with. a strong flavoring 
of Latin tempos. Generally 
rhythms follow the sweet and 
swing pattern, apparently much to 
the liking of thegcustomers, as wit- 
ness the long stand here and the 
evident satisfaction of the owners. 
Adding to his other versatilities, 
Williams also makes one of the 
better m.c.’s with his personable 
approach and his background in 
the biz. Quin. 


JACK FINA ORCH (13) 
With Tiny Magardo and Bob Well- 


man 
St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco 

With himself doing notable 
88’ing in the spotlight, Jack Fina 
has built an organization that sits 
well with the terping contingent. 
The band’s rhythms are easy to 
dance to and range of material 
meets demands of youngsters and 
oldsters alike, a considerab'e ap- 
peal here which cuts a wide slice 
of patronage from all walks. 

Mixing his pops, hits and oldies 





cleverly, Fina cashes in by his 
pleasing personality. He uses 
three violins, four sax, three 


| 
| 
| 
} 


himself at the piano and Ham- 
mond. 

Weak spot in the Fina crew is 
in the show which is_ provided, 
which only manages to pass mus- 
ter. Though opening with a su- 
perior piano item by Fina most. of 
the other material, slanted for 
comedy, lags in impact. Appear- 
ance of outfit, however, is a plus. 

Ted. 
PAUL NEIGHBORS ORCH (12) 
Aragon Ballroom, Chicago 

Paul Neighbors’ instrumentation 
iis conventional. He uses four sax, 
itwo fiddles, three trumpets, and 
i three rhythm for strong ensemble 
| work. Band is much in the sweet, 
| modern idiom, with an absence of 


trumpets and three rhythms, with | 


| the cornball intonations that so} 


much characterize 
| territorial units now. 
brass, rather, work in 


many 
Reed and 
close har- 


midwest | 


mony, giving the orch a solid sweet 


| beat without stickiness. 
| Band’s book is of course heavy 


per Aragon tradition, waltzes and 
glee club work get a full workover. 
Sideman Tommy Anthony does a 
first-rate job on warbling the bal- 
lads, while Neighbors handles the 
novelty vocals in equally good 
style. Some locations will require 
a gal vocalist, but the group’s na- 
tive appeal is strong enough to 
forego podium s.a. 

Neighbors himself lends plenty 
lof force to the group. He’s an 
exceptionally personable lad with 
a hail-fellow, get-em-out-on-the- 
floor pitch that should rate him 
high with the wallflowers. Mel. 


BILL BARDO ORCH (5) 
Hotel President, Kansas City 


Once Bill Bardo was an _ ex- 
ponent of the larger bands, offer- 
ing a crew with as many as 18 on 
the stand. Lately he has been 
playing with smaller combos, 
such as this five-piece outfit with 
|which he is holding forth in the 





|toney Drum Room of the Hotel 
President. 
Outfit is set up for versatility 
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With this setup the band offers 
output in a_ variety including 
Latins, pops, waltzes and rhythm 
numbers. Bardo makes a _ good 
deal of vocals, warbling’ the 
rhythms and novelties himself, and 
leaving the ballads and musical 
comedy numbers to Dick- Shelby, 
trumpet man, who shows rather 
good work on the vocals. Two men 
team for duets frequently. 


In addition to regular dance 
up, and also has bass man double 
semble. Repertory 
number of semi-classics, 
used at the luncheon sessions. 


Quin. 


On the Upbeat 


New York 





zak’s New York division manager 
. . « Singer Tommy. Edwards into 
the High Hat, Boston, Oct. 9... 
Nellie Lutcher opens at Cafe So-. 
ciety, N. Y., Oct. 11 for four weeks 
. . . Tony Alamo, former Sammy 
Kaye vocalist, going out as a sin- 
gle... Tommy Reynolds orch into 
the Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., to- 
morrow (Thurs.) . . . Erroll Gar- 
ner opens at the Embers, N. Y., 
Oct. 9... singer Bill Lawrence 
booked into Chubby’s, Camden, 
_ Brownlee Sisters, vocal quartett, 
joined Tommy Dorsey’s orch ... 
Adrian Rollini pacted by General 
Artists Corp. . . . Buddy Johnson 
orch heads out on a six-week string 
of one-nighters in the south begin- 


rhythms, crew has a Dixieland set- 


fiddle to make up a Gypsy en- 
includes a 
largely 


Francis Henry, former Guy Lom- 
barde orch sideman, appointed Mu- 


to Blue Note, Chi, Oct. 19 for four 
weeks . 
Rail, Chi, Oct. 3 for two weeks. 


into Bill Green’s on Monday (8), 
replacing the Howdy Baum outfit 











ning Oct. 15... Milt Shaw launch- 
ed his own pubbery last week... 
Peggy Lee into Thunderbird, Las 
Vegas, Nov. 8 for two weeks. . 
Coleman Hawkins orch pacted by 
Gale Agency . . . Stan Getz into 
Storyville Club, Boston, Oct. 22... 
Don Grimes orch pacted by Gen- 
eral Artists Corp. 





Chicago 
Bill Polk, ex-GAC _ one-night 





plete sell - out and os tons to 
standees at 3,800-seat 

Thursday night (27)... Ralph De- 
Stephano, 
lancing with dance bands and on 
radio and TV since quitting Carou- 
sel house orch; Johnny Marino re- 
placed him, : 


as an important songplugging area, 
| Chicago contactmen are pressing 
| publishers to establish a system of 
_| plug tabulation similar to. New 


. . Tiny Grimes into Brass 


Pittsburgh 


Tommy Carlyn’s band goes back 


... Robert Samateni Trio into Wil- 
liam Penn Hotel, doubling between 
cocktail sessions in Continental 
Bar and dinner time in the Ter- 
race Room... Art Mooney booked 
into Royal Ballroom for a one- 
niter Tuesday (9). That spot also 
has EHiott Lawrence for Oct. 23 
and Hal McIntyre and Louis 
Prima, in November, and Ray An- 
thony and Frank Yankovic, in De- 
cember ... organist Dave Bettcher 
hes had his option picked up at 
Bill Green’s Cocktail Lounge ... 
Sammy Kaye comes: to Syria 
Mosque night of Oct. 24 to play 
for get-together of Sylvania Prod- 
ucts dealers ... Norman Granz’s 
Jazz at Philharmonic had a com- 


osque last 


trumpet player, free- 





Comeback for Chi As 
Music Center Seen Via 
Complete Plug Checkup 


Chicago, Oct. 2. 
In a move to build the midwest 


York’s. Songplug credits are listed 
in the New York area by Accurate 
Reporting Service, which credits 
songs played on the major webs 
from 8 a. m. to 1 a.m. The Chi- 
cago area, on the other hand, is 
serviced by Ted Snow, who only 
gives spot-check credits. 


Pluggers claim that Snow's ac- 


, booker, takes over as manager o 


| 

















|the Ralph Martiere orch . . . Ran | 
| Wilde plays Schroeder Hotel, Mil- | 
| waukee, Oct. 9 for two weeks 
| Hal Aloma into Steak House, Jack-| have either shut down or reduced 
son, Miss., Oct. 1 for two weeks, | their staffs to such an extent that |’ 
jthen to Rice Hotel, Houston, Oct. 
|18 for one month, following Nov. 
| 21 for another month at the Muelh- 
bach Hotel, Kansas Cit 
Carlyle plays Casino, 


‘at Peabody Hotel, Memphis, Nov. | 





fy 


Russ 
; uincy, Tll., | 
ct. 23 for six days, following up | 


12 for two weeks... Sue Maro) 
joined the Tommy Reed orch as} 
vocalist . . . Nov-Elites into Five | 
O'Clock, Miami, Oct. 25 for dura- 
tion of zero days ... Griff Wil- 
liams inked into Baker Hotel, Dal- 
las, Nov. 12 for two weeks, then to 
Balinese Room, Galveston, Nov. 30 
for five weeks ... Howard Murphy 
moves in as licensing rep in the 
local BMI office . . . Louis Arm- 
strong set at Blue Mirror, Wash- 


| assert that there are still plenty of 





ington, Nov. 5 for one week... 


count has misguided the publish- 
ers on the importance of keeping 
a regular representative in Chi. In 
recent months publishing houses 


Chicago was becoming a music in- 
dustry ghost town. The pluggers 


VARIETY 
Survey of retail sheet music 3 a 3 2 
sales, based on reports obtained g a 8 
from ‘leading stores in 12 cities E E & n g 
and showing comparative sales ; 5 Fy 8 a 3 2 3 
rating for this and last week. 7} 2 a i : 3 om g - = T 
S(E el ele lel els lal s| elt 
OlmelSielo1slsislele) sia] a 
: “ie OVE Sia zis lala we 
National Week Ending re & 3 a = 5 B 2/41 slala . 
i -'(S |a] ae 0 ew | -|s 
ee Sept. 29 slelzlelsleisleleioiaiele 
This Last Blele : a £ 2isi4 : Sia} n 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher el61Sislelsislel alle =| % 
1 1 __“Because of You” (Broadcast).... 10 103 91 1 &® 1 1 «1 2 «21 «21 «G7 
22 “I Get Ideas” (HII-R) 68 8 
3___3__“Loveliest Night Year” (Robbins). 5 93 1°46 47 2 2 6 2... 3 7 *& 
4 4 “Too Young” (Jefferson)........ Yee 3? Te ee ee ee he hm Me oe a 67 
5 5 “Sweet Violets” (Morris)......... 2. woe) a a 10 7 6 36 
6 6 “Shanghai” (Advanced)... se eeeee oe 7 2 § : REP .-— © .. = 
7 7 “Cold, Cold Heart” (Acuff-R). as = = Ost § 9 4. i . oF 
8... __“Cool, Cool Evening” (Famous)... iF 2 a -—.. 3 26 
9 12. “Sin” (Algonquin) tie oss ct eeeeeees 2 7 a _ as : osc 23 
10 8 “Come-on-A My House” (Duchess) .. 9 10 D 0s. sey 24 0s 2 aS 
li 11 “Down Yonder” (Southern)...... RE rere eS Ore 
| ae. dll rrr TRE SEs AS , SE: es 13 
iz... “Wonder Why” (Robbins)........ ek ae 3 ee —- 
14 10 “Morningside of M’tain” (Remick) .. .. .. 5S .. .. 10 6 12 
15. 10 “Ill Hold Youin My Heart”(AVA) .... ... 2 .. 10 10 
with Bardo on the fiddle and)Ivory Joe Hunter plays Harlem|ten in the midwest and it's stil] 
rounded out with trumpet, string| Club, Philadelphia, Nov. 11 for} potent factor in building songs, 
bass, drums and _  piano-celeste.|one week ... George Brunis goes 


Some of the publishers, howevg 
claim that it would cost too mud 
to use the Chicago report on a fu 
time basis and that the curt 
ment of personnel or the lack 
concentrated plugging has not h 
the sales of sheet music or recor 
in the midwest area. Pubberid 
who send their New York men 
Chi for a few weeks to tee off 
song, claim that it’s proven 
fective. 


AN “ALL TIME FAVORITE 
FEATURE 


In the 20th Contury-Fox 
"A MILLIONAIRE FOR CHRI 
| DON'T-STAND 
A GHOST OF A CHANCE 
WITH YOU 
MILLS MUSIC, INC. 






NEW REVIVALS 
‘DON’T BLAME ME’ 


“PM IN THE MOOD 
FOR LOVE’ 
ae 


Standards by 
Jimmy McHugh 
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ny]  ||Minneapolis, Schmitt Music Co. 
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LAWRENCE WINTERS as Porgy 
CAMILLA WILLIAMS as Bess 
{INEZ MATTHEWS as Serena 
AVON LONG as Sporting Life 
WARREN COLEMAN as Crown 
SUNE McMECHEN as Clara 


LEHMAN ENGEL conducting chorus 
and orchestra 


Produced by GODDARD LIEBERSON 











NOW RECORDED IN ITS ENTIRETY FOR THE FIRST TIME: 


GE U 
IF bani HWIN'S "PORGY AND BESS" 
'RE IN SHOW BUSINESS ; 
, YOU-ESPECIALLY YOU-WILL WANT TO OWN THIS / re , 
—— y RECORD! 


4 If you'd like to “audition” 


7 
-inch @ record (33% rpm) con- 


taining excerpts from this great | 


~ HAUNTIN ) 
| G. THE CAST, CHORUS AND DIRECTION ARE NOTHING SHORT OF f_recording. Thi 
1 fae ing, Tile otter lo taniied one 
| 


7 COLUMBIA RECORDS, INC. 


POR POURALIO IN 
SPIRED. HERE, FOR YOU, IS GREAT MUSIC, GREAT THEATRE— 


1] 
7 Please send me 
7 wentasana — free @ record of excerpts 


AMERICAN F 
_— OLK ART IN ONE OF ITS HIGHEST EXPRESSIONS! 





ho davee 
70] COLUMBIA (lp) RECORDS 


Trade Marks “Columbia, 
” “Masterworks,” 
ks,” @D, @ Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. Marcas Registradas 
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Inside Orchestras—Music ELL ‘Rl 
Financial backers for the Fulton Recording Co., new sound outfit in | 5 BEST 3S ERS 
New York designed to service diskeries, TV and radio, are listed under Richard 
“the limited-partnership certificate as follows: Charles H. Renthal, | : = els arying 
$7,000; Rene Oulmann, $2,400; Harry Fleischmann, $22,000; A. Gerald , 13 es oa logs 
Renthal, $15,000; Nancy Samuels, $10,000; Betty Klinger, $15,000; Rhea | : : 
Fink, $8,000; Louis Lotito, $5,000; William Nadohl, $10,000; Newton nlp, Mon Panag sea 2 3 F 3 2 z g Los Angel 
Avrutis, $2,500. Oulmann’ has been named general manager of the Sener ey Saeee OS Veares os ©: & 3 - 3 ~ le 2/3 
new company tained from leading stores in £\i3 e| 2 >|'s aisi- Songs 
— ’ 12 cities and showing com- a g = 3/¢ 2181818 4S 2 | 6 A Ghost | 
é | narative sales rating for this § ¢ a z = Olé alewid Es A Kiss to 
RCA Victor cashed in on a natural tie-in with last Sunday’s (31) and last week. 9|§ 2 o|/o18 = Si sis Because ° 
switch from daylight to standard time with its Eddie Fisher disk of s | 2 gei%®iOirg ie a oini? Belle, Bell 
“Turn Back the Hands of Time.” Disk jocks gave the side an exten- 9 Als = } mt | ] 5 T E Be Mine | 
sive ride that day on basis of Victor's special promotional material. || National Week Ending 1 x g : 2 $ & 3 : ) ols he Blo 
carey ‘ weak Rating 5 J sijis& O17 Cold, Col 
I | Cl ff Clos aoe and English with two casts. Sept. 29 Pal % 8 “S = é 4 a $ a J Dark Is tl 
aio Uieriers Uloser They don’t work like we do at This Last a A g 3 = g = = F 3 i © wy 
| home; the picture just had its ‘ : . at = o;| «a ee ie yot mer 
Than Frenchies to U.§. | 100tn’ aay of shooting. wi_wh. _Artist, Label, Title _ tS SSS Ste eR IR 1S | anello Yo 
| The music around here is still TONY BENNETT (Columbia) ota Hist 
Beat, Says Dave Kapp “Le Jazz Hot.” Hot Lips Page is 1 1 “Because of You”—39362........ 7.3 5 2 .'s.. 3 5 Get Ide 
Paris, Sept. 27. a cellar in Montmartre; was! LES PAUL-MARY FORD (Capitol) in the Co 
Battor, VAnnkey: |amazed at the reception to his 2 4 “World Waiting Sunrise”—11-1748 7 5 i ¢-88: 4.2 4. 2 It's Alle I 
, on | vocal blues. They loved it. <- IN (Vi og 
Back in Paris. All through Italy | TONY MARTIN (Victor)......... Just In | 
we kept hearing French songs. |_ There's a great spot called La 3 2 “I Get Ideas”—20-4141A......... 9 ee. Eg 7° «a 3 Loveliest 
They are played and sung every- | peel a ot eigen th bell TONY BENNETT (Columbia).... Mary Ros 
where. Asked a man who owned | Prem oe ae ore nightly. “ned 4 3 “Cold, Cold Heart”—39449 Pre 2 $8 3 8 10 3 10 Maybe It’ 
a shoe shop where I could hear | “i z WARIO LANZA (Victor) ‘ Morning } 
, John Garfield and Shelley Winters b My Truly 
some good Italian songs and he th TI " » the smallest 5 6 “Loveliest Night of Year”—10-3300 8 .. .. .. 5 eee ee so 4 ‘ 
said that there were one or two|;.,°” sp AO tay . eee . Out of Bi 
ts. but he preferred American | t@bles and stools, no chairs, and ~ LES PAUL (Capitol) Painting | 
ti ye oe inte eam when you reach for a drink or a 6 3 “Whispering”—1592 ............ 6 6 3 2 5 Shanghai 
mas “Cerisier Rose et | i8aret you might well be picking ; ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col) Too Youn 
Bost near as, Cerisier Rose et) either up from the next table.\] 7 5 “Come-on-A My House”—39467.. 10 8 2 10 .. 2... .. .. 4. 5 Vanity 
The Italian ‘writers are closer | gang — 7 a ee DORIS DAY (Columbia) Wonder V 
to American than the French Some ‘e = ‘ 8 7__“Shanghai”—39423 ..........--. 4 8 6 3. 8 . World Is 
‘ye ,| One thing I noticed here and in| = ‘fm You'll Kr 
of the good songs we have heard ; FOUR ACES (Victoria) 
: | Italy. The record companies post | “ ” 4 
could easily have been written at| jnesheets around which simply | 9 Sim"—101  . ww ee eee eee 6 7 2 4 
home. However, they are writing ! PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
shows the artist’s photo and the | ; ’ 
a ig sambas — | | record label. Saw P cen via Pathe, | 10 6 _“Detour’ —5662 nese n epee 3 ee And So T 
- td eet, in a style that sounds | Polydor, and the others. Columbia | LES BAXTER (Capitol) Because | 
particularly unique in melodic | | has Paris plastered with Trenet. 11 4 “Because of You”—1760......... 1 1 Blue Vel 
construction. | Piaf is still at home, after her two | FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) Bonne N 
oe shops - Sell hae | auto accidents in three weeks. 12 11 “Jezebel”—39367 .............. 7 6 3 oe 
and from everything I could finc David Kapp. . ———— sveryth 
out the acceptance is growing every sid * EDDY HOWARD (Mercury) ‘ *For All ¥ 
day, solely in classical. Columbia | , ‘ 13A Sin mL ee Si Tilston 2 7 8 1 Getting T 
seems to be leading the field. Skamp Moore Loses NAT KING’ COLE (Capitol) Go Go G 
e i ° 7° ein 13B 8 Too Young”—1449 ............. 3 a 10 1 Hold Me 
The hotel bands in the deluxe Appeal in Waring Suit - , 
hotels in Italy play for the inter- a . 2 ‘ 14A 16 oe an peta oy (Decca) ‘ ‘ ited 4 
national set and one hears all the n a litigation going back to 1947, | ‘I Get Ideas”"—27720...........-. Is 
show tunes from home. Rodgers | the appeal of Glen “Skamp” Moore | ~ DINAH SHORE (Victor) Longing 
&-Hammerstein get the biggest|from a jury verdict in his suit|} 14B 14 “Sweet Violets”—20-4174A....... 7 5 7 1@ Make Bel 
play of all. ~(In Lucerne, at one of against Fred Waring was denied in | cae VIC DAMONE (Mercury) Mixed Er 
the restaurants, the pianist did S|In 1947, ‘Moore b —— py Rinna it 45 “Wonder Why’—5669........... 7 7 6 1 , * 
medley of R & H that lasted 15) 4n oore brought a breach- | eae ) here’s 
minutes, and we were the only | Of-contract suit against Waring for | 16 10 “hela Maine, Simei Walt -90035 5 5 10 These Th 
Americans in the room.) | $24,900 for work allegedly done by || ———— = y ~—_ a We Neve 
Wednesday night (in Venice) the | him while a member of the Waring | - PATTI PAGE (Mercury) While Yc 
Hie erg m Xi Verses) the | band. Moore had been a memb 17A “And So to Sleep”—5706........ 9 4 16 1G 
municipal band gives a concert in| "S : cr —— 
St. Mark's Square. It’s a 75-piece | of the Four Squires vocal combo | GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
band, and the program is co.0- | in the Waring organization. _17B “Because of You”............... Bethe ee oe, 6% on os 8 
pletely classical. It’s quite thrill- | Suit was further ne 
ing to see the thousands of people | Shortly after the original filing by | Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
standing around, walking a:ound,|@ $150,000 slander action brought | (Based on Points Earned) 
or sitting at one of the many out-| by Moore against Waring. Moore | No. of ‘No. of 
ge cafes oo a an ert. Prmcot egge ns bawdy — | Label - Records Points Label % Records Point 
was 800 music bd iggest F " . 7 - » i. ws - eeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeoeoeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeene 4 6 1. 
variety in music was at Villa D’ Este | | him to the other band members. pe eeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeee ; oH een eeeeoeeeeoe ee ee ee eeeenere 1 2 2. 
at Lake Como. The five-piece band | Both of these sults were filed in the |] waster ooo... se epee cece 3 Se PME. ccccenstny octeah 2 m3. 
that played for dancing did Italian, | te et a gin ee —_ a . —_ ; : r ; ‘ 
French, American, German and oore following up w paralle 5. 
they had vocalists for each Jan-| Suits in Federal Court. . |  SHOWBOAT GREAT CARUSO KING AND | | GUYS AND DOLLS |VOICE OF XT 6. 
guage. First trial in the Federal action Broadwa 7. 
‘ Paris is partied to dump. 4 It’s| was held last June, with a jury FIVE TOP wie ” Merle Lease eo te gg Yme Sumi os. 
ough trying to find,a hotel. Jules| rendering a verdict in favor of ‘a Victor Capitol 9. 
Munshin and Michele Farmer are| Waring. Three more actions are ALBUMS M-G-M84 DM-1506 ne — am 10. 
here doing a picture for Ray Ven-| still pending, however. Edward C. K 84 LM-1127 9-260 9-203 cD- 11, 
tura who has had a big success| Raftery, of O’Brien, Driscoll & E559 WDM-1506 DA-876 DLP-8036 CC244 12. 
with ye pon = (I understand it | Raftery, is Waring’s legal rep in meena 
comes to America soon) and is just | the case. ‘ 
completing his new one. It’s called Best British Sheet Sell BREUNING RECITAL BOW solo recital debut with a concel (AD A 
“Monte Carlo Baby,” one of the s ers 


Dick Worth,, pianist-composer, is 





highest priced films to be made | featured at Parasol Club, San An- 
done in}tonio, new nitery. 


here. It’s a musical, 


















NOW HEADLINING— 
LONDON PALLADIUM 


SUGAR 
CHILE 
ROBINSON 


MANAGEMENT 


FRANK E. TAYLOR 


Charles UV. Yates regency, ine, 


5945 FIFTH AVENUE , 









A Tiny Mite 
of Dynamite 








NEW YORK 17, N. 








































(Week ending Sept. 22) 



















Violinist Alfred Breuning, who Carnegie Hall Oct. 21. 












played both a musical and acting} He’s newly-appointed concerti Exem 
London, Sept. 24. role in “Regina” on Broadway two|ter of the N. Y. City 0 | 
Tow WOON oc is eiccsas: Sun_ | S¢asons ago, is to make his N. Y./| orchestra. Ope 
Tulips and Heather..... Fields 
My Truly Truly Fair....Dash WY 
Sweet Violets ........ Morris \e eat 
Ghr’st’ph’r Col’mb's. . Connelly Publishe; 
Too Late Now..... New World (ASCAP) 
eT eee Te $450 da 
Loveliest Night ...... F.D.&H. ut 
My Resistance Is Low. . Morris Iwanis 
With These Hands... Kassner groups p! 
Ivory Rag....... Macmelodies reven 
Beggar In Love...Cinephonic ie ‘“ 
ro 
Second 12 ¢ \ Published by por Range ye 
, , NX Recor 0,800 
Be My Love. .2.LFD&H | a JOHNNY DESMOND—MGM Admissio 
Because of You......... Dash PERCY FAITH—Celumbie 


No Boat Like Rowboat. .Leeds 


Shanghai 


On Top of Old Smoky. . Leeds 












..Harms-Connelly 





RE a Connelly 
God Bless You....... Carolin 
Our Very Own, ......<; Wood 
Little White Duck. .Southern 
Kentucky Waltz..... Southern nite tans 
I Love Sunshine ..New World 


BROADCAST MUSIC INC. 





ON ITS WAY FOR A HIT AGAIN: RUBE BLOOM AND TED KOEHLER'S 


OUT IN THE COLD AGAIN): 


SANTLY-JOY, INC., 1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y.—Jack Perry, Pro. Mgr. 















ery dan 
RAY NOBLE—Victer — 
NELLE LUTCHER—Cepite! 
TEX WILLIAMS—Copitel 


580 FIFTH AVENUE 
EW YORK 13,N.¥Y 
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‘RH’. Logging System 
p ‘Week of Sept. 21-27 
Richard Himber’s log of broadcast performances, compiled on basis 


varying point ratings for plugs on commercial and sustaining pro- 


of logged in each of the 3 major territories, New York, Chicago and 


ms : . 
i Angeles. Alphabetically listed. 











































On The Way! 


THIRTY-TWO FEET 


ested in the legal CAPAC cut. 


Justice Cameron has 


and Sts hee Seis Sara 
= EIGHT LITTLE TAILS a clubs inyolved in such ig a? 
( : ventures. 
>) } 





Ivy Benson U.S.-Bound 





Po ad 
a 








Austria and Tripoli. 


he was not interested from the 
legal standpoint but he was inter- 


For further study in the action, 
reserved 
judgment in the action since he 


London, Oct. 2. 


Ivy Benson, only English femme 
bandleader, planes to New York 
Nov. 1 and expeets to be away for 
three weeks. Miss Benson is very 
popular with the American Army 
and Air Force, having entertained 
them several times in Germany, 


Col. Starts New Series 
Of Longhair LP’s To 
Sell at Slashed Price 


In the first price break on major 
company longhair releases, Colum- 








each disk containing 16 to 20 min- 
utes of music, or the equivalent of 
two shellae 12-inch disks. 

New price is designed to compen- 
sate the customers who want the 
maximum of about 30 minutes ob- 
tained on a regular $4 platter. 





BUFF SYMPH’S BIG SKED 


Brit. Musicians’ Union 
Okays Shaw for Disks 


London, Oct. 2, 
Relaxing its ban on foreign mu- 
sicians, the Musicians’ Union has 
agreed to support an application 










































































































































FOLKWAYS MUSIC PUBLISHER 
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bia Records is launching a new for a labor permit from Artie 
_ First Group Publish series of classical 10-inch long-play Buffalo, Oct. 2. Shaw. Endorsement of the Minis- 
2 Songs at saat platters which will sell at $2.85. Up Buffalo Philharmonic Society! try of Labor, in the circumstances, 
2 A Ghost of a ag Om eae eben = to now, the 10-inchers have been Orch will present 10 concerts un-|is regarded as purely formal and 
a A Kiss to Build i pag e: — -sseseeeeseeeeess-Miller |-SeHing-at $4, with the pop L-P’s go-|der leadership of William Stein-| is expected in a few days. 
r Because of bg —— merican Spy inibbecbonirece ing for $3. berg during the coming season. The MU approval, which was 
eit Belle, Belle, | ce J RIGED wecvecsecevesesesceve doy — New 10-inch series will be part} Program, the most pretentious | taken at an executive council meet- 
: Be Mine BOT... essa ssceecocens srecnecescvoccecees.- Southern | of Columbia’s regular Masterwork | yet essayed by the organization, in-| ing last Thurs. (27), is in respect 
O} ? Blow rote bron of the Sea.......... coer eee soeeereceeers _ ery | catalog and will contain reissues of | cludes soloists Dorothy Maynor, Ar-|to a series of recordings for 
jj o Cold, ge ny nt—t“Rich, Young & ‘maaan Trees seecees a -R | past Shellac recordings as well as|tur Rubinstein, Nathan Milstein, | Decca. The.union gave its okay by 
+ Dark Is .. weet eel Yo -ceee aden seen Weee s, eist | new works. The new line will con-| Eugene Istomin and Heitor Villa-| permitting British musicians to 
S Dimples — = ow © Peer es eine oe ssesses aaa tain shorter longhair works, with! Lobos, Brazilian compeser. work with Shaw on the series. 
= ‘0 T .' geet tte ieRes ss sce cessseos re) s hone cols =3 
ras Hello Young Lovers—*“The King and I”................ Williamson 
—— How D'ya Like Your Eggs In Morning—?“Rich, Young, Pretty”. . Feist 
es ep ope incest apace i SS eae ten esaenennsmaeat Chnppel NO SONG IN RECENT YEARS HAS HAD SUCH IMMEDIATE 
ie Ne FEL 1GOCAS . nee eevee errr meee reser e ere ese rseseereeeeseene e- 
aa ‘ool Cool Cool of Evening—7‘‘Here ‘a 
gap ee Sees nn ee APPEAL TO AUDIENCES FROM SWEET SIXTEEN TO SWEET SIXTY! 
“Wr meet 1 COMO. ie ced ewe ae sacs Terk rTereee ee eee i 
‘eliest Night of the Year—7“The Great C r aigiou eau i 
| ee Geos winlininiehntn  ~ Introduced and Recorded by THE WEAVERS on Decca Records 
10 Maybe It’s Because I Love You........... PRR SRRE 
—_——" Morning Side of the Mountain............. pCaeiaieieles coocece memick 
4 SB me: Be Seer rer ererrerrerrrr Teer rr rere Santly : 
es Out of Breath ...'.... sacs eee e eee eaaees ppp aAleie le ki ttt ante Valando 
. Painting the Clouds With Sunshine—7*‘Painting Clouds”. ...Witmark 
a | ee eee ee ieee RK LARA KANE ER UAE ee Advanced 
eee SRNOI G'S, GC 1SS be Sed tow Sak TAS FSS Das REO aS RESIS RICoAIE Jefferson 
CP Oe Rar rence nc thee See ea Finis arg Raw aeree Cecccccces Jefferson 
Wonder Why—7“Rich, Young & Pretty”........cceees eee... RODbins 
; World Is Waiting For the. Sunrise .....cccccccccccccvcces Crawford 
————§ You'll Know—i“His Kind of Woman” ..........06:. pa aeeed Chappell t ee 5 
Second Group ; | 
‘ WEG 50 EO) SeROEI PURER, 55:5 054 50s 55x k Kaleo 009 08d DEGREE RR CO Paxton Words by Paul Campbell * Music by Joel Newman 
a PC AUNG SOE MEER oes 8g Bie ati adres Kents do RARE SHAG .++... Maypole 
Blue Velvet Bee th Sich ls SIAN Sch 754 LE RAS ARERR EP ee ie Leeds Refrain, Slowly, with a deliberate rhythm 
Bonne a Comes tee Green 6 ook dcccacacccsea. Famous 4 % y 
-» Come On-A My House ....... re eS Ce re ee « «+» -Duchess 
> ee ‘er Is Yours—7j“Strictly Dishonorable”’........ Miller * 
or / eh AMES a ne eae Gin NARS TRE ER Ed RR ROOT Feist 
16 Getting To Know You—*“King and I” .......... eeeeesss. Williamson PROOF! 
Go Go Go Go—i“‘Here Comes the Groom”.........ese000--- Famous On Best 
1§§ Hold Me, Hold Me—*“Two On Aisle” .......cccccceeeeeeese: Morris : 
Pek Oe ee Ns 66 6.0-4.69 60:50 0 04.04 440d GKO0 rs b0n6 weeeee.. Crawford Selling . cere 
1@1 Wish I Was ....... PR EE errr rr ere ee United Record | 
“@ Longing For You abigehelwndaws secaWaikeasexeaevedeness la etl 
Ge Make Belbeve LANG .wsecsccccccccscessccsssccecsesvvcts eves mugve an b, KISS - ES SWEET-ER THAN WINE. — 
Mixed Emotions ...... PePEREREORE CHS OUST NTE TE Tree ere Roger 
_ 3 eee .. Pickwick * VERSE 2% . Gm Dm 
There’s No Boat Like a Rowboat..............seccesseceeess- Bourne S - == = =. i= 
7 age Uibcheee iad sma adit +. SCRE ERE EERE TTT Tee Valando PROOF! : f= eo —F FF i— ot 
ae eves Talk Much—?‘“Rich, Young & Pretty”............. Robbins On Juke . r — 
A ile You Danced Danced Danced ............cccesceeeess Spitzer | Box 4. When I wee a young man and nev - er been kissed, I got to 
Favorites 2. (He) asked me to mar - ry and be his sweet wife, and we would 
1 : 3. (1) worked might - y hard. —— and so 6did =my wife, a- work - in’ 
Se Le Lists! 4.(\Our) = chil - dren num - bered just a- bout four — and they 
’ e @- 02 | Now we are O18 ame a= and read - y to go — we get to 
Week of Sept. 20-26 | * 
Point (Numerically Listed) PROOF! 
oin Pts. 
6 Ss BE te nn 5s ca dwakeninaned BMI 170 Now Being 
2 2. Come On-A My House ...........00s0000. Duchess 155 Set For think - in’ o - ver — what | had missed. 1 got me a_ girl, I 
2 i SE ines 5 é4s Cowy hake odes 4eeeneed ae Advanced 80 Top Radio-TV be — so hap- py — all of our life. He begged and he plead - ed like o 
2. soreeeremee FP ckkbiievabe chines Jefferson 70 hand — in hand to — make a good life. With corm in the fills - and 
5 5. Hello Young Wovers ..... Book Williamson 50 Presentation! all —— had sweet-hearts_ knock on the door..They all —— got mar - ried — and 
"s OF XT 6. How High the Moon .... ay ae ; x ae ili “Chappell 50 think-in’what hap-pened a long time a - go._. We had lots of kids and 
a. oe DOS tae ka led bs tales givenonaee v 
ime — 8. 1 Whistle Happy Tune nena oo <0 4 ' Gm Dm A m S nN 1 
Capito 9. veliest Nite of Year ...........++.++++. Robbins 40 PROOF — = = T= 
CD-244 - yw gg =" BP Vedi 6 esendnaa nena a = On Most — =p 
‘ Baa rer vrorie errr’. orris : ‘ 
CC244 i, i Ec cbrete iia saeeeene Reneensn Robbins 40 hey cud kissed ber - then, es oo eet, annem kissed +d a - . 
$ nat - ur- a man and then, » Lord, gave im or wand, 
: beat ia tl bins and then, Ob, Lord, I was the fath- er of twins. 
th a concer CAPAC Tests Lice - wanis, less than $44,000 went to “they did- n't eal, 1 was, Oh, Lord, the grand - fath- er of  vight. 
Bt. nsing charity. Apart from this damaging * trou-ble and pain —~ but, Ob, Lord, we'd do it a - gain. 
certi . evidence. as to distribution of 
“ace 0 Exemption of Dance Spots otherwise charitable funds, Man- PROOF! REFRAIN 
-— ning’s contention is that the 
Operated by Charities CAPAC deserves its fee and that More Calls 
the Kiwanis Club is not acting For Copies 
Charging bihakgentoe = oo within the strict meaning of the Than “Irene”, 
right, the Composers, Authors and em Phan Pe gen sn “Smoky” In 
qanlisher s Association of Canada | ing a royalty performance fee. First Four 
—s. affiliate) has launched @| CAPAC counsel also told Justice Weeks! 
adh pe suit in Exchequer | Cameron that the Kiwanis Club 
Pe 2 oot esa 
: é passes throughout the 1950-51 sea- 
pees —— charity exemptions | son to families of Kiwanis mem- 
‘ enue income income tax re- bers and o- tanec yey Are: 
: een pa or tow the PAC Copyright 1951 by FOLKWAYS MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC, 
Ba wicyg Pe Tig gee gs presumable earnings. Manning’s =e : oe 
$180.800 seaaican nog Pn pe of pogo is that performances for 
tanissons ‘on the Casa Loma nit | ow: abephe the Kiwanis Ave oe 
ae dance spot operated by Ki-| charitable contributions—in which Other Favorite Songs Recorded by 
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Copa City Woos 
Judy Garland 


Copa City, Miami Beach, wants | 
Judy Garland for the opening; 
show at that cafe, starting around 
Dec. 19. Plan i. to play the singer 
until after New Year’s Day and | 
follow with Josephine Baker. Copa, 
according to Murray Weinger, wo 
operates it with N-d Schuyler, a’- | 
ready has obtained commitments 
from Biliy Daniels, Sophie Tucker, 
Joe BE, Lewis and Tony Martin. 
This yczar, an attempt will be 
made to revamp operations so that 
dinner and supper sows will s-art 
earlicr and a curtailed third show 
will be cone in the Cona lounge 
as a means of holding on to the 
late crowd. The Red Caps, a Negro 
vocal end intrumcnic! group, has 
becn si7tned for the lounge. 
Murray also staced that because 
of Schuyler’s prcoccupaiion with 
manog'n7t M’ss Balser, he’ll take on 
most of the Copa _ direction. 
Schuyler arrived Menday (1) from 
Europe with Miss Beker. She 
opens et tre Roxy, N. Y., tomorrow | 

















(Thurs.) and follows with the 
State, Hartford, Oct. 27 for two 
days; Chicago, Chicago, Nov. 2, 


and the Fox, Detroit, Nov. 
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Columbia Records 


KEN 


GRIFFIN 


CURRENTLY 
EASTERN IOWA'S ANNUAL. 
FOOD SHOW . 
Clinton 12-15 
Direction: MILO STELT 


Mutual Entertainment Agency 
203 WN. Wabash, Chicago 1. til. 


~ NAOMI 
STEVENS 


"Chants with a Chuckle" 
NOW 
Lookout House 


Covingion, Ky. 


























PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently featured 
BAGELS & YOX 
HOLIDAY THEATRE, NYC 


Dir.: M.C.A. 


Lynch’s Burley Policy 
As New ’Comber Boss 


Jack Lynch, Philly boniface, who 
operates the Zodiac Room there 
and who was formerly in on the 
Latin Casino, has taken over the 
Beachcomber, Miami Beach. Ten- 
tative plans are to open the room 
around the Christmas season and 
operate on a burlesque policy. 

Spot was run by Harold Minsky 
last season along similar lines. 


COMERFORD VAUDE 
IN 5 PA-N.Y. SPOTS 


Five houses on the Comerford 
circuit are resuming vaude. Three 
of them, the Capitol, Scranton; 
Penn, Wilkes-Barre, and the Fee- 
ley, Hazleton, all Pa., are resum- | 
ing tomorrow (Thurs.) for three | 
days weekly. The Hippodrome, 
Potisville, Pa., will play for three 
days starting Thursday, Oct. 18, 
and the Binghamton, Binghamton, 
N. Y., will tee off Oct. 25. 
known yet whether latter house 
will play three or six days. 

Bookings will 











Abe & Joe Feinberg Agency, N. Y. | ney 


| 





Eddie Davis-Hal Zeiger 
Plot ‘Laffcapades’ Show 


Hal Zeiger, producer of “Borscht 
Capades” at the Royale Theatre, 
N. Y., is plotting a ‘“Laffcapades” 





authored “Follow the Girls,” legit | 
musical hit of a few seasons ago | 
and who has 
sketches to the Milton 
“Texaco Star Theatre.” 
Show 


Berle | 


It’s felt that inas- 
/ much as video is burning up more 
material than can be_ replaced, | 
show to test tele writing. 
ilar to film company procedure 
wherein studios purchase plays and 


Davis and Zeiger would use this | 
It’s sim- | 


| shop. 


K.C. TOWER RETURNS 


Not | Renegade” 


be through the | tinue, according to Manager Bar- 


idea with writer Eddie Davis, who | ago, 
since contributed | Hogan office, Chicago. 


would be a showcase daa | Ringling Circus Bros. 


| new material. 


| 


i 


AGVA-Henie Pact 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists has worked out a minimum 
basic agreement with the Sonja 
Henie Ice Show, which opens at 
the Cow Palace, San Francisco, 
Nov. 1. Terms call for $125 for 
principals and $75 for chorus on 
basis of 10 shows a week. 

Other provisions call for $50 
weekly rehearsal pay, $100 fee to 
chorus members who step out to do 
a specialty, plus other standard 
setups calling for insurance cover- 
age for all performers and a union 





STAGESHOWS OCT. 11 


Kansas City, Oct. 2. 

Stageshows are returning to the 
Tower Theatre, with the new pol- 
icy due to begin Oct. 11. First 
show will be Lou Walters’ “Pari- 
sian Follies,” with “Mark of the 
as picture fare and 
house band in pit. 

Regular Tower prices will cdn- 


Joffee. Shows will be on a 
four-a-day basis, and will play with 
major film releases. Free parking 
evenings and Sundays will be con- 
tinued. 

Following the Walters unit, 
Tower will go standard vaude with 
five acts and house band on the 
stage, 
discontinued about three years 
except for now-and-then 
vaude. Acts are being booked by 
Leon Robertson through Charles 





Booneing From Rome 


Rome, Oct. 2. 
John Ringling North and his 
brother, Henry, are laying out 
next winter’s Cuban route for the 


Dallas Sky Club Takes 


Hiatus for Cover Job 
Dallas, Oct. 2. 

The Sky Club is being closed 
temporarily to get the top on for 
the winter season. The spot will 
open on Fridays and Saturdays, 
weather permitting. 

Dale Belmont will be femcee. 
Johnny Cola orch and a line are 
set ‘ es 


ROZ COURTRIGHT SETS 
BACK EUROPEAN DATES 


Having decided that a _ lone 
woman in Patis is not a good idea, 
Rosalind Courtright’ opens tomor- 
row (Thurs.) at the Radisson Hotel, 
Minneapolis, and has set back her 
Continental engagements until 
next fall. At that time her hus- 
band, Hernando Courtright, presi- 
dent of the Beverly Hills Hotel 
(Cal.), will accompany her abroad. 
She has commitments at Chez Car- 
rere, Le Drap'd’Or and Chez Flor- 
ence in Paris, and the Bagatelle 
and Embassy Clubs in London. ‘ 


She remained behind her hotel- 
ier-husband in London a couple of 
weeks ago, in anticipation of at 
least doing the Carrere date 
around Oct. 15, but decided to pick 
up some overdue dates in the U.S. 
instead. 








similar to the old policys 71 5G A.C. Luxury Tax 


Beats 1950 by 936 


Atlantic City, Oct. 2. 
Vacationists put $715,312 into the 
Atlantic City treasury. past summer 
in so-called, juxury taxes, besting 
last summer’s collections by $93,- 
300, with Labor Day. business yet to 
be counted. The figures, reported a 
month late, are from June 1 to 
Aug. 31. 

The tax is imposed on hotel and 
rooming house bills, alcoholic 
drinks, cigarets and amusements, 


N.Y. Iceland 
In Name Pitch 


The Iceland Restaurant, N. y. 
has shelved its proposed Ranch 
House western motif and will con. 
tinue with the smorgasbord format 
but with names. It will be the first 
time the spot has gone on a head. 
liner policy, Having previously 
tried a name band pattern. 
Initial topliner will be the Weay. 
ers, starting tomorrow (Thurs.), 
Deal is current for singer Tony 
Bennett to follow the Weavers. An. 
other addition will be a Wally Wan. 
ger line. 

Iceland has gone into a new 
setup with Morris Levy now a part. 
ner of boniface Abe Goldstein, 
Levy is a part owner of several 
niteries in New York, including 
en nearby Birdland and the Em- 
ers. 





Grace Starting Own Agency 


London, Oct. 2. 
Sydney Grace, for the last six 
years associated with Charles L, 
Tucker Enterprises, has left to 
start his own agency. 


Before the war, Grace was con- 
nected with the Reeves & Lamport 
Agency for some years, 


2: DOLINOFFS 


and Raya Sisters 
“DANCING DOLL-USIONS" 


Currently 
CLUB DATES 
New York 
Personal Management 


THE WILSON AGENCY 
Phil GRAE—Phil COSCIA 








musicals that are successful on | Ringling-Barnum & Bailey Circus 
Broadway. | while here; also signing new tal- 
ent. 





| Gov. Lausche Sez Ohio 


|. Is ‘Tough’ on Gamblers 
Columbus, Oct. 2. 


| any hopes former- Ohio gamblers, 
|now being chased out of Ken- 
| tucky, might have had of return- 
} ing to the state with an official 
| warning last week. 

| Lausche, long a foe of com- 
| mercialized. gambling in his state, 
|lauded Judge Joseph Good- 
|enough’s order for a special grand 
jury to investigate gambling in 
Kenton County, Ky. He supported 
it with a “get tough” statement. 


Lake’s ‘Blondie’ Pkg. 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 2. 

“Blondie” package, toplined by 
Arthur Lake, breaks in here Sat- 
urday (6) for a 10-day run at the 
Pacific International Exposition 
before starting a one-nighter tour 
eastward. Layout was wrapped by 
Clyde Baldschun, McConkey Ar- 
tists Corp. veepee. 








| Lake’s wife, Patricia Van Cleave, 
| in the title role and Lake re-cre- 
| ating his radio and screen stints as 


| Dagwood. Couple’s own children 
| play the Bumstead moppets. 


‘|| Following the local stand, pack- 


age is set for dates at Bend and 
Klamath Falls, Ore., and Salt Lake 
City, with others being negotiated. 








| 
| Polly Bergen opened at the 


| Baker Hotel Mural Room, Dallas, 





| on Monday (1), following Rudy 
Vallee into the spot. 





— 














| for acts and noveltfes, 


Gov. Frank J. Lausche spiked | 


Show is a family affair, with 


Latter plans to make his perma- 
nent European headquarters in 
Rome, to_scout tle éntire Continent 





Names for Chez, Mont’l 


Montreal, Oct. 2. 

Chez Paree, Montreal, has lined 
up a sufficient number of head- 
liners to cover the balance of the 
year. Spot, which uses name> tal- 
ent when available, has Billy Dan- 
iels starting Oct. 10; Jackie Miles, 
Oct. 30; George De Witt, Nov. 6; 
Arthur Lee Simpkins, Oct. 13; Ar- 
thur Blake, Nov. 27; Johnny How- 
ard, Dec. 11, and Delta Rhythm 
Boys, Dec. 25. Billy Vine is cur- 
rent. 
Spot is booked through Jack Mil- 
ler office in New York. 





Irving Chezar, formerly a band 
manager, has joined Mercury Art- 
ists Corp., where he’ll work the 
act and tele departments. 


Vaude, Cafe Dates 
New York 


Burton's Birds have signed for 
i= appearances on NBC color tee- 
ivee ... Add Gilded Cage, N. Y., 
| credits: production supervised by 
Lew Kessler; maitre d’ is Charles 
Rickey, long a fixture in Broadway 
niteries and bandleader is Leonard 
Kobric. 















































THE HARMONIC—AIRES 


Just Concluded 


ROXY © 


NEW YORK 
Thanks to Sam Rauch 


Toast of The Town, TV 
Concluded 
4th engagement 
Thanks to Ed Sullivan 





Representation 
Mark Leddy Leon Newman 
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and is regarded as the best pos- 1501 Broadway, N. Y. C. 


sible gauge of the. city’s summer 
business. rear Ls : 
The current year’s: collections 
through Aug: -31- were $1,101,431, 
compared: -to $1,025,368 for first 
eight months: of 1950. Collections 
for August alone totaled $243,769. 
During the same period, city 
banks reported their total deposits 
as $215,368,000, nearly $30,000,000 
better than last year. 








FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 


Presents 








Columbus’ Grandview Inn 


Goes Heavy on Dixieland 
Columbus, Oct.. 2. 
Singer Lee Wiley and a Dixie- 
land combo will mark the fuilscale 
reopening Oct. 8 of the Grandview 
Inn here, refurbished after a 
$300,000 fire earlier in the year. 
Owner -Aike Flesch and his book- 
er, Bill Culter, are partial to Dixie- 
land orchs and in the past have en- 
gaged some top names at the inn. 


Now Appearing WINTER GARDEN 
Blackpool, England 


American Rep. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
TAVEL-MAROUANI AGENCY, PARIS 


Grant’s Riviera 
RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St. New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
Duplicate Prizes Awarded tn the Case of Ties 





Rosario-Antonio Paris Preem 

Paris, Oct. 2. 
Brought here by impresario G. 
Lumbroso, together with their four 
stage musicians and two pit pian- 
ists, Rosario and Antonio, Spanish 
dancers, opened at the Theatre des 
Champs Elysees for a limited run 
before going on tour. They gave 
their series of Spanish dances in 
very colorful costumes, opening 
night drawing real applause from a 
ritzy house. 
However, it was felt generally 
here that the show with only two 
main performers, is not quite suf- 


WHEN IN BOSTON 


It's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


“Avery & Washington Sts. 
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hs) 19 with Ken Griffin headlin- 
| ing the first weekend bill... 
vaude policy, with Latin Quarter 
| Revue set for Oct. 11, then house 
will use four acts and an emcee. 
Tower is being booked by Charles 
Hogan office, Chi . . . Lyric, In- 
dianapolis, has spent $30,000 re- 
modeling and will use stageshows 
again this fall. 


Herbert & Don Saxon, along with 
tab revue, “Roarin’ ’20s,” Oct. 5, 
while Oriental has Jane & Betty 
Kean and Bobby Wayne as head- 
liners . 
having to do some film retakes, 


Tower, Kansas City, also resumes | 


Chicago Theatre has added Tim | 


. . Due to Danny Thomas 


Willie Shore and Harry Richman, 
the original bill, again are set for 


: ficient for such a big house and 
Chicago that it would fare better in a revue The Home of Show Folk 
Next scheduled revue for the | or in a vaude house. 
Riverside, Milwaukee, is set for 
Nov. 15 with Les Paul & Mary or 
Ford, Don Cherry, Four Evans and 
Garry Morion ... Lake Club, 
Springfield, lll., brings in Paul N 
eighbors Oct. 12, Latin Quarter 
pt eh g age | and mg 
r ow Nov. . « e Palace 
| Theatre, Rockford, Ill., reopens Currently CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago 











Just Completed 


Radio City Music Hall Palace, New York 


. .  Veradero Beach, Cuba 


Opening Soon: BILTMORE BOWL, Los Angeles 





On Television with: 
Milton Berle @ Ken Murray © Kate Smith 


/ Art Baker © Spade Cooley . 











Mot.: Jerry Rosen, 48 W. 48th St., New York PL 7-6185 














Oct. 12. 






































51 Wednesday, October 3, 1951 VARIETY VAUDEVILLE 59 

House Bill's ‘Dry’ $12 Expense Limit [°° oP onie Sz". sn{Hildegarde’s Date at NY. Pi 

ouse Of Ohio Jungle Inn |HMdegarde $ Date at N.Y. Pierre 
' ; . és Columbus, Oct. 2. 
tch Throws-Wet Blanket on Niteries |= %seonin ain ink in Plaza's Stiffer Ri 
e Jungle Inn gambling casino in 
egy new County, near Youngs- 0 er inl aZa S er lV 
: Pree own, torn down as a fire hazard, 
Heats ™ —_, ot pages gm HI were again blocked by court ac- + Hildegarde’s return to oe 

a lush season, a . tion last week. The teardown or- ° ° ° York nitery scene Dec. 11, for a 
Wears will eat J = Besse es T-Men Claim Tax Dodge | ger was issued August, 1949 ty the | Kirkeby Chain Acquires |12-week minimum at the Hotel 
. osses S oa H $ , 2 e > ° sar : 2013 Fy 
e first Pentax bill goes through. -Avpair |“ By ChiaeSam Rinella, stare fire marsha sci | ~Miami-Beach Kenilworth, ie" weaiy as sunterstompet ~ 2 
head of amendments that would limit Gev , Chicago, Oct. S| since a vaid two years ago by state| _Kirkeby Hotel interests have ac-|tion to the Hotel Plaza’s Persian 
viously per - diem expenses to $12, with h a ee al Ph cag agents, who liquor department dadereaunent quired the Kenilworth Hotel, Mi-| Room, where Hildegarde has been 
"Wea none of it to be —s liquor, is iat tha oat cae beers By ageing agents. The courts did not question |2™! Beach, from Thomas — |an annual booking. To a lesser 
ve iving bonifaces the Jitters. ; t : : ‘ s ithe fir : in an ‘cena the |ton, former owner and general) degree, but with the same distinc- 
hurs.), : Should the bill go through in err weal ng Rimetty eeeesenee auais. oot eke thik Eo chtaka hare | manager. New owners plan air | tion, Col. Serge Obolensky, prez of 

Tony that form, it will mean the end of of ‘alle! to the sam grand jury given the owner of the building , | conditioning and addition of 150/the Hotel Sherry-Netherland, is 
rs. Ans B regular nitery entertainment for Ri 1 -_, — a, we Sam chance to make repairs ~ |rooms. Hotel was erected by Baf-|trying to put his smaller-capacity 
y Wan- many. An important part of cafe the 1948-46 goad rony ee - b Gov. Frank J. Lausche has used | @™8ton Yn 1947. | Carnaval Room to the fore as a 
a new srosses IS based on the checks run sntteked the Brown Derby. which | the Jungle Inn as one of the four| Fred T. Clausen, for the past| supper club. It is expected that the 
a part. B up by salesmen entertaining buy- was shuttered by the city in 1944 principal targets in his campaign | seven years manager of the Sherry | Savoy-Plaza’s Cafe Lounge, which 
dstein @°"S and, for those in critical war- Rinella then opened the swank | against gambling. | Netherland, Miami Beach, has been | at one time was bullish on names 
sean time production, buyers seeking Copacabana, spending over $500,- named general manager of the| may also pitch for the same on- 
‘ludin raw materials. . : 000. but spot failed. even though Kenilworth. Frank Sheehan will | the-park patronage. All four hotels , 
he E g Importance of nitery entertain- the government took over in an M t W ll ’ Pl continue as resident manager. |are within a block of each other, 
Cc om ment in the business world is seen & on y 00 ey S ea : : ‘all overlooking Central Park 

attempt to operate the property. Kirkeby chain includes the |‘ ING ai Fark. 

in the fact that tabs on the Diners : . ° . hi The Cotillion Room, under mae- 

; Among stars not paid off was Rudy Hampshire House, Gotham and} ’ 

Club, a charge account system in Vallee ($8,000) aus to in iquor Warwick in New York: Nacional, | tro Stanley Melba, who doubles as 
ency cafes and restaurants, has been 4 lateral revenue agents have : 9 | Cuba; Warwick, Philadelphia: | general entertainment director of 
ged pein ay Giicsa ue toa. been active checking in- nearby Permit for Newman § | Blackstone, Chicago; Beverly Wil-|the hostelry as well as bandleader, 
last six generally, are main y Calumet City, wide open strip town, late shire, Beverly Hills; Sunset Tower, | has been quietly building and also 
rles L, ye HOUeS, — poy Moped en and also records of near-north side A telegrapt Pia <a ug . Hollywood, and El Panama, Pan-| expanding the budget. Yma Sumac’s 
left to ™ a salesman’s word for the tabs run i elegraphed plea by actor! ... city - ; current click decided the Frank 

. up. With that system, an office strip spots. 1 Monty | Woolley, supporting one ama City, Paget-managed hotel to go all-out 
as cons record can be more easily kept for a tees chaake = a Saratoga sMuaash. ia the tame Qearee, the 
tax purposes. ©prings amber of Commerce ex- ° Cotillion’s booking of The DeMar- 

a ; : 

ne Sales Orgs’ Beefs Walter. Jacobs Cool Scutive secietary, failed to win N.Y. Court Rules Sinatra cos, the click teeoff of Mimi Ben- 
=——=} (The $12 limit on expense ac- — sual aenan dar tee te ‘ i: zell and a couple of kindred high- 
° = counts is being protested by two of To Loading Up Fla. a Whi eer oe — Was ‘Served’ in Judgment lights last year augured stiffer op- 

| the largest organizations repre- ts galas oe ie e te pa. ooliey Is a ‘ position even then for the I laza, 
‘ } senting outside salesmen. Bureau Hotels With Many Acts The ST rag yee fat di ie Vs. Him on Mpls. Runout Miss Sumac’s better than $20,000 
| of SalesmeffS National Organiza- : _4 SLA, announcing its de- : 2 ‘ | gross on her first semester was an 
3 tions and the National Council of . Miami Beach, Oct. 2. cision (28), found there had been Frank Sinatra’s contention that | eye-opener to the Pierre. She set 
te , : Despite the fact that most beach-| gambling in a casino adjoining|he had not been served with aan alltime attendance and money 
ters eleenens Cemsammatens bave put f hotels h are expected to | Newman’s from 1936 through 1949 % | recor er ith 
es in beefs against that section of the | vont els nere aie a Seen * roug 9,! summons and complaint in connec- | record, over 3,000 people, and with 
NS ; , h other as well as | and that th t *, Thom- | ;; : average chec twee 3- 
bill. Among their arguments is (1) | Compete with each othe . at the spot’s manager, 1hom~| tion with -a $47,000 default judg-|@" average check between $6-$7, 
that the cost of maintaining sam- night clubs in buying names dur- as F. Splain, “had been so much ment pending against him in N. Y. that is amazing business, especially 
oul ing the season, Walter Jacobs, Lord | interested he maintained payroll |< Cour Stamiened las (Continued on page 60) 
» ple rooms would run more than 1 Hotel tar. plans to|and employment records" for _| Supreme Court was dismissed last 

$12 daily and (2) sellers generally gate of the tehent caaseataliae ce A ployment records” for the | week by referee Bernard Nemer- ea 

have to do some fancy entertain- . ; " wa | off. Singer was granted a stay of ’ 

ment of ‘buyers and customers to | FOr, the ted ate ae canna A eee Aaanetca", “hat Judgment ast spring’ by Justice) Dallas’ Adolphus Icer 
, 9 maintain good business relations. | (O00 °% 14>. hestelry. It will com-| Saratoga Counts probe ordered by | samuel Dickstein, who appointed Dallas, Oct. 2. 

Organizations point out that pas-| Orch for his hostelry. lt ba ga “ounty probe ordered by | Nemeroff to investigate the matter.|| porothy Franey’s new ice st 

nee prise the major entertainment in|Gov. Thomas E. Dewey, holds a F : orothy Franeys new ice show 
; = sage of the Howe amendment the Jolson Corner save for an occa- | $15,000 mortgage on the restaurant |, After taking testimony, Nemeroff | set to debut at the Hotel Adolphus 

would seriowly hamper operations. sional added starter. It’s Jacobs’ | but that interest was not disclosed |¢!¢ that Sinatra was properly|Century Room on Thursday (4) 
a aren neem theory that the hotel’s income from | in applications for the renewal of | S¢Tved. Judgment was obtained by | will be titled “Sugar 'n’ Spice.” 
NDON. | Andrews’ 10G Reno rooms should take care of all ex-|the liquor permit National Apparel Shows, Inc., when| The show will introduce several 

: Andrews Sist igned for the | penses, including operation of the SLA had charged the owners of | he Singer failed to appear at Min-|new skaters to the local scene. 
Riversid * slot _ — red p © dining room. He feels that dining|Newman’s permitted gambling on | D¢@Polis Auditorium-last Sept. 5-7.|Among them are Roy McDonald 7 
N v1 t $10,006 eno, Stareng | rooms and entertainment spots are |the premises, had allowed Gerard | Meantime, the stay of judgment) and Lois Easter, Ann Stefan and 
ov. la ,000, : ’ aaa 2 ‘ : ., |continues until Justice Dickstein | Eileen Meade, Douglas Duffy; Pat- 
Other dates are being lined up| essential to the patrons conven King to make use of the license, decides to revoke it or reopen the|ty Greenup, Harriet Jenney and 
fr the trio by the William Morris} lene despite the fect, that money |had sold lwo, on edt and ad [ase ae lanis Moore 
ency. e s § ° 
ste cited the fact that the Tarleton’s | records. | SS 
dining room lost $2,000 last sea- Beginning yesterday (Mon.), pa- | 
+ L NDRE son and the Jolson Corner also was|trons of the dining spot had to! £ 6G O | | 
& in the red. whet their appetites with non-alco- | urope’s Greatest iginal Novelt t 
F Jacobs states that because the | holic beverages. It is the first class | P g - y Ac 
} cad clients are entitled to privacy, tran-| club at the Spa to lose a liquor | 
GARDEN | sient trade should not be encour-|license., The management an- | 
i aged. He feels that many vaca-| nounced in Saratoga that opera- | 
tioners staying at cheaper hotels| tion will continue despite the SLA | 
AGENCY get privileges that 7 eee a | decision. 
Bs. “America's Most Excitin day guests enjoy merely by patron-| Woolley wired: “As a resident of 
—_— ‘Dance Team" 9 izing bars of the more expensive | Saratoga Springs, may I urge what- and His WONDERFUL DOLLS 
oteidiatin . hotels. ever possible action to keep New- 
r their triumphant European four ‘ man’s Lake House alive and func- 
an ii'co tee Goane been bad uate tioning. It is an important land- 
in New York on the 26th of September. Cohen Agency Takeover mark and source of pride and sat- 
| 2-4488 Thanks to HANS LEDE isfaction to all Saratogians and to 
MEETS v7 GRA SER end c ’ thousands of visitors. Its loss to 
EST * LEW end LESLIE DE, Ltd., Inc. Of Piermont S Loew Book the community would be a calam- 
& With the resignation of Loew | ity.” 
47% ’ talent booker Sid Piermont to ga| The Authority also announced it 
with the National Broadcasting Co.| Was bringing license revocation 
ement as talent-setter on the Kate Smith | charges against The Brook, one of 
Show, the Leo Cohen Agency will | the few class Saratoga spots with 
take over the bookings of the Loew | 4 floorshow during the August rac- 
—— houses. Cohen outfit, which has | ing season this year, and was not 
i | booked Loew minor time for many pre sheiseN etn a ret = P 
é years, will set the Capitol, Wash-| restaurant liquor application {fof 
TON WEST COAST {A ington, on a flat fee basis. the Hawaii Klub on the Albany- 
OFFICE Piermont, who has been with| Schenectady Road. 
11400 Sunshine * igh for 30 years, joins NBC 
ERY Nort Setireed, |. oew playing time has been] BOND LACK BRINGS 
California dwindling consistently for the past 
at fi few years. The backbone of the CARROLL’S 2D FOLDO 
; [Aan ERE Ree | once-vast Loew vaude circuit was 
y Folk OU DWay Now @@hem | broken a few years ago when the Holiywood, Oct. 2. 
—_—_——— State, N. Y., went off the live stand-| Frank S. Hofues, Texas oll and 
es ard. Recent ome of me my 2 hotel man who bought Earl Car- 
—— N, Y., to a straight film policy made | roll’s last year, is busy scouting a 
he — a 9 va the office a minor stop for the tal-| new show for the spot after the 
BLT sanshes of Theateheas ent agencies, leaving the Cap, | theatre-restaurant’s second closing 
GLASON’S FUN-MASTER Washington, the only regular vaude |in slightly more than six months. 
‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE” || house on the circuit. ; Place has been open only about 
@ Nos. | thre 35 @ $1.09 each a For the first time in the history | six weeks in all that time. 
ago SPECIAL—FinST 13 FiLes FoR s1¢ || Of Loew vaude operations, there| Latest shuttering came when 
ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 will be no functioning Marcus | “Holiday For Love,” packaged by | 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES. "" book $10 @ || Loew Booking Agency, the organi- | Showmasters, was yanked after the 
: o eLAcnout bee. ea. bk $s $ || zation which handled all live talent | first of four scheduled weeks. | 
vy York HOW TC MASTER THE CEREMONIES per tte no So bog _ Show was bought by Hofues, who | 
‘relssue), $2.00 takeover by Cohen, agency is, for | had no financial interest in the pro- | 
OF CAGE Case heey ChonED IA || all practical purposes, dissolved. | duction, at a flat $9,000 weekly | 
> 1S seaee with the proviso that producers | . 
‘A Mi Francis Weldon, Carter Wright 
geles 200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 Dept.V1/ Dawlath’s U.S. Dates | and Gerald Dolin take care of || 6.) 4 piveRSiDE HOTEL. Reno—2 weeks. 
—— Circle 9-1190 Dawlath Soliman, an Egyptian | bonds. When they were unable to | , 
dancer, reported to have been| get the necessary financial ae | Oct. 18—FLAMINGO HOTEL, Les Vegos—2 weeks. 
“b linked with Egypt’s King Farouk, | ing _ the contract was cance 1. | 
mith THE COMEDIAN” will play some nitery dates in the| During its six days, “Holiday” | Nev. 10—ED WYNN—TV, Hollywood. 
Fun-Master's Monthly Gag File U. S. She's been signed for the | played to about a pereene—ees | Dec.—RETURN ENGAGEMENT, CASA BLANCA HOTEL, Miomi. 
Monte Carlo, Pittsburgh, Nov. 29.| than 50% capacity. inate 
For $20 sey tam neazine), 410,78 Ttr sus [| Other spots are being lined up by| Hofues opened the spot last year || 4en—RETURN ENGAGEMENT, ROOSEVELT HOTEL, New 
romainingling cerrent Issues Wee. 13-14 with 1) azent Jerry Rosen. with a touring Lou Walters pack-_ 
7-61 85 Hee me ¥ issues to pen Rosen says that deal is also in the | age from the Latin Quarter, is Sn Direction: Larry Gengo—Mercury Artists Corp. 
PAULA SMITH works for Cafe Society Downtown, | remaining open at that time for | 
ee 200 W. 54 St., N.Y.C. 19, N.Y., Dept. V 1) N. Y. | four weeks. 
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AGVA Pins Com for Hadacol Acts 


As Wm. Morris Agcy. Responsibility 


Financial responsibility for the 
salaries owed performers who 
worked the now~defunct- Hadacot 
Caravan has been saddled on the 
William Morris Agency, which 
booked the show, by the American 
Guild of Variety Artists. Claims 
filed with the union now total $77,- 





‘Rhapsody on Ice’ for Zurich 
Zurich, Sept. 25. 

Tom Arnold’s “Rhapsody on 
Ice,” produced by Gerald Palmer, 
will open a 2-week run here Oct. 
19 at Hallenstadion. : 

With a cast of nearly 100, show 
stars Barbara Ann Scott, Michael 
Kirby, Heini Brock and vaudeville 
acts. 











JOHNNY AND JUNE 


BELMONT 


hae 

















PAUL HERRON 
The Washington Post 


“ ... if you're interested in see- 
ing a couple who made the grade 
with plenty to spare they’re at the 
Mayflower ... Johnny and June 
Belmont are the successful dance 
personalities and their eight number 
act .. . Both dancers came to the 
top of the profession the hard way, 
that is by years of strenuous prac- 
tice, and performance and the per- 
fection of their current routine is a 
marvel to see. They’re definitely 
the best the town has seen this sea- 
son.” 


HAL ROSEN 
Washington Daily News 


“ ... The dance team of Johnny 
and June Belmont, currently feat- 
ured at the Mayflower ... are one 
of the most artistic and graceful acts 
in the business ... With their com- 
bined backgrounds and experience 
they were able to come up with the 
unusual amount of poise and perfec- 
tion that they display on the hotel’s 
twice nightly revues.” 


Just Concluded 


MAYFLOWER HOTEL 


Washington, D. C. 
Direction: LARRY GENGO 
Mercury Artists Corp. 





200. It 
$16,000. 
—Henry-Dunn,AGVA's_. national | 
administrator, last week notified 
Nat Lefkowitz, Morris Agency 
treasurer, that the booking office 
would be held accountable for all 


already has disbursed 
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LONDON 
ENGLAND 


Represented By 
EDDIE ELKORT 


LEW and LESLIE GRADE, LTD. 
250 W. 57th St. 235 Regent St. 





unpaid salaries. Lefkowitz dis- 
claimed responsibility, advising the 
union to await results of the cred- 
itors’ meeting held yesterday 
(Tues.) at the New York, Credit 
Men’s Assn. Jerome Wilzin la Hal- 
pern) was appointed to the Credi- 
tors Committee, at the confab. Law 
firm reps the Morris office. Com- 
mittee will move for a reorganiza- 
tion in the N. Y. Federal Court. 
Lefkowitz’s letter to Dunn also 
stated that the agency will retain 
an attorney in New Orleans in an 
effort to collect the salaries from 
Hadacol. Louisiana State Senator 
| Dudley J. LeBlanc, Hadacol head, 
| disclaimed responsibility, stating 
|that he had sold the firm to the 
|Tobey Maltz Foundation in New 
| York for $8,000,000. 
| Morris office also had asked the 
| 





union for a waiver so that it could 

| process the claim in court. Union 
| granted the request. AGVA ruling 
| is that performer claims must ex- 
haust all union channels before le- 
gal proceedings can be instituted. 


Plot AM-TV-Pix as Part 
Of Chi Science Museum’s 


Engineering Centennial 


Chicago, Oct. 2. 

Chicago Lake Front Fair, which 
has been allotted $850,000 from 
special tax levies on racetracks, 
still has not formulated plans for 
next summer’s show. However, 
Major Lennox Lohr, who headed 
the Chi World’s Fair of 1933 and 
the two Railroad Fairs, is plan- 
ning anothers exhibition, ‘which 
might put a spike in the ideas of 
the group trying to get started 
again on the lakefront. 

Lohr, who also heads the Mu- 
seum of Science & Industry, is 
pushing a “Centennial of Engineer- 
ing,” embracing practically all 
fields, including radio, teevee and 
films. Along with the exhibits 
from leading firms, a pageant will 
be staged, a picture made, and 
possibly a fairway will be built 
along the space used during the 
fair of 1893, on whose grounds the 
museum sits. 


Ink Sinatra Miranda 
For Copa, N.Y., in Nov. 


Frank Sinatra and Carmen Mi- 
randa have been signed for the 
Copacabana, N. Y., but no definite 
dates yet. It’s expected that should 
Sinatra be available, he’ll go in 
Nov. 1, for two weeks, with Miss 
Miranda following. Otherwise, it 
will be in reverse, with Miss Mi- 
randa opening Nov. 1 for the fort- 
night. 

Copa bill will undergo some 
changes starting tomorrow (Thurs.) 
with Mary Kaye Trio replacing 
Constance Moore and Raul & Eva 
Reyes vice Peggy Ryan & Ray Mc- 
Donald. 

Copa Lounge will resume disk- 
jockeying the same evening. For- 
mer filmster Joy Hodges and 
Sherm Feller will do the chores 
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Did You See and Hear the New Comedy Sensation? 


JOEY FORMAN 


On. “This Is Show Business” — CBS-TV 


THE SPEED KINGS 


Currently PALACE, New York 


Available Immediately for TY — Cafes — Theatres 
Exclusive Management to 


TAPPERS”’ 


Hit 
Wilh 





Soph Follows Mrs. FDR 
As ‘Woman of the Year’ 


Sophie Tucker has been named 
“Woman of the Year” by the Amer- 
ican Jewish War Veterans. Award 
will be made at the Statler Hotel, 
Buffalo, Saturday (6). Eleanor 
Roosevelt was similarly honored 
by the vets last year. 


Casino, Buffalo. 


--- Seph —is--current.at the- — 





Claim Hadacol Checks 
In Omaha Are Bouncy 


Omaha, Oct. 2. 
- “LeBlanc” checks were bounc- 


ese food and beverages. -— = 





ing here last week. Nearly $600 
worth of them were reported in 
town in connection with the re- 
cent appearance of the Louisiana 
State Senator’s (Dudley J. Le- 
Blanc) Hadacol show. Julie Dro- 


lick, manager of the Paxton Ho-| hooked in the two years they have 
tel, said he received $350 in such stayed out of New York. the ir 


checks and was looking for more.| OPS limitations militated against 
He said his hotel cashed more than | profit to some rooms, despite the 


$1,000 worth while the Hadacol 
Caravan was in town September 


12. The show had two perform- | 


ances scheduled but called it a day | 


after the first. 


The checks which came back 
were marked “Account Closed.” 

Another temporary loser was 
Bert Wiley, business agent of 
Stagehands Union, Local 42. He 
said he paid the crew that worked 
the show and then accepted a $234 
check. It bounced, too, he said. 
Drolick and Wiley are resorting to 
legal action to get their money. 
Hadacol folded recently in Texas 
owing a huge sum of money to 
acts, etc. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Oct. 2. 

Joe Fennessy ex-vaude straight 
man, received an all-clear from a 
throat ailment. 

“We The Patients” presented 
their first show of the fall season, 
an all-patient production directed 
and put together from the bedside 
of Audrey Lumpkin. Eddie Vogt 
emceed. Shirley Handler, nitery 
entertainer, opened the show. Bob 
Coffey followed with his educated 
harmonica. Donald Wright, ballad 
singer, was next, and _ Renato 
Magni, formerly at the Havana- 
Madrid, N. Y., did three classical 
dances that made the gang hold 














onto their seats. Ricci planed in 
from N. Y. to stage the dances for 
Magni, with music by pianist 
George Galdieri. 

Julia Kaufhold, Yost Theatres, 
Harrisburg, Pa., received her all- 
clear and is now at home. 

Henry Topper, musical contrac- 
tor for Broadway's “Guys & Dolls,” 
in from N. Y. to chat with Paul 
Hein. 

Murray Weiss, Variety Clubs’ 
exec, in from Boston to supervise 
the outside paint job being done 
here. The hospital is getting a 
general facelifting from top to 
bottom. * 

Rose Handler in from N. Y. to 
bedside her daughter Shirley Han- 
dler (Marion Powers), who is hold- 
ing up nicely during her observa- 
tion routine. 

Delphin (RKO) Streder, back to 
the lodge from the general hospital 
where he took the second stage of 
a major operation, is now resting 


comfortably. Ditto Forest “Slim” 
Glenn. 
Johnny (IATSE) Nolan folded 


his teepee and left downtown col- 
ony for Broadway with an absolute 
all-clear to resume work. He beat 
the rap in 18 months, and also has 
the distinction of being the first 
patient admitted here under the 
banner of the Variety Clubs when 
they took over the institution. 
Mayor A. B. (Tony) Anderson, 
manager of the Schine Pontiac 








Theatre here, took time out to bed- 
side your columnist and visit many | 
of the gang. 

Jean Ellis, Interstate circuit, | 
Houston, all agog over her recent | 
good clinic. | 

_Dolly (WB) Gallagher, back in | 
circulation after a siege is now do- | 





‘the Torch Club, a nitery near East 
| St. Louis, Ill., was one of seven 








ing the downtown shopping for in- | 
firmary patients. 
Write to those who are ill. 


NITERY OWNER JUGGED 


St. Louis, Oct. 2. 
Mrs. Margaret Felox, owner of 





persons sent to jail last week in 
the cleanup of a mob that stole 
about $75,000 worth of goods in 
100 burglaries in a nine-county IIli- 
nois area. 

Mrs. Felox, charged with receiv- 
ing stolen property, was appre- 
hended when authorities found 
about $2,000 worth of electrical 


Hildegarde’s N.Y. Pierre Date 


Continued f 


in light of Office of Price Stabiliza- 
tion ceilings. The Pierre has a 
couvert only on Friday, Saturday 
and holiday eves; otherwise, it’s a 
$3.50 minimum, and that takes in 


For a costly booking like Hilde- 
garde OPS ee work a 
managerial hardship because of an 
old established policy. The Persian 
Room gets $2 and $2.50 couvert, 
and the Carnaval Room, because it 
teed off with a $1.50 and $2.50 
couvert policy, also has a better 
cushion if it brings in more pre- 
tentious talent, as it is essaying 
now with Helene Francois’ debut. 
(On the road, during Hildegarde’s 
trailblazing tour into certain grass- 
roots hotels which her longtime 
personal manager, Anna Sosenko, 


big business, because of the non- 





rom page 59 


_ ke 
seven weeks before she opens at 
the Hotel Pierre, N. Y., Dec. 11 
for 12 weeks. Merriel Abbott 
wanted her for the Persian Room 
of. the Hotel Plaza, or the New 
Empire Room of the Waldorf-As= 
toria, the Hilton chain’s New York 
adjuncts, but the chantoosie de- 
cided to get away from the Plaza 
for a change of pace. 

Her deal includes two suites at 
the Pierre for herself and Anna 
Sosenko, her manager and a figure 
just under $4,000 a week. Hilde- 
garde already has a number of TV 
bids, including a possible NBC 
blanket deal which RCA’s Manie 
Sacks has discussed with Miss So- 
senko, hence the decision to get 


to Gotham for the peak midwinter 
season. 























couvert policy. It also legally es- 
tops upping food and _ liquor 
charges to compensate. This is an- | 
other intra-trade problem. which | 


has cafes, clubs and hotels con- | 


cerned and ready to petition Wash- 
ington). : 

Miss Sumac’s click, incident- 
ally, illustrates another tangent on 
N. Y. nitery patronage—the hunger 
for something different. Herbert 
Jacoby has noticed it at his Blue 
Angel, where his array of “new 
faces” is doing well, and it is mani- 
fested generally where the novelty 
element obtains—unless, of course, 
it is the other extreme, a surefire 
saloon draw like Joe E. Lewis at 
the Copacabana, where, incident- 


ally, he has been renewed for four 
more weeks. 





Hildegarde’s Chi Spot 


; Chicago, Oct. 2. 
Hildegarde comes into the Edge- 
water Beach Hotel here Oct. 12 for 


When ‘Thank You’ Ads 
Come After a Date, It’s 
- Sosenko-Hildy at Work 


Minneapolis, Oct. 2. 








JAY MARSHALL 


FOR 
SALE 
CHEAP 


Mgt.: MARK J. LEDDY 
Leon Newman 























NEAR NORTH APARTMENTS 
in Chicago 
For Performers Only 


A Home 
Away 
From Home 
1-£-2¥2 Room 
Apts. 
$10.50-$28 
Weekly 

MONTEREY APT. HOTEL 


147 West Oak, Chicago, Ill. 
Whitehall 4-8235 





























Doing the unusual in promotion, 
Anna Sosenko, Hildegarde’s per- | 
sonal manager, takes large news- | 
paper ad space after the conclusion | 
of an engagement, not during it, to | 
express her appreciation to the) 
management of the hotel where | 
the diseuse appeared and to thank 
the public for its response. It’s 
undoubtedly a smart goodwill 
builder and tends to make the 
public more Hildegarde-conscious 
for her next local visit. 

In last Sunday’s Minneapolis and 
St. Paul newspapers, the day after 
the conclusion of Hildegarde’s two- 
week Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 
Terrace engagement here, Miss 
Sosenko ran the ads a large one in 


LEONARDO 
and ANITA 


Just Concluded 
OLYMPIA 
MIAMI 
Opening Oct. 4 
PARK AVENUE CLUB 
MIAMI BEACH 


Management: JACK KALCHEIM 
160 West 46th St.. New York 
JUdson 6-5574 











CREATIVE COMEDY 


COMEDY ROUTINES AND BURLESQUE 
“30 Gag-Packed Mins.”’"—$3 








the Tribune here and a smaller St. 
Paul Pioneer Press layout. The 
Minneapolis ad paid tribute to Neil 
Messick, Hotel Nicolett general 
manager, to whom it was ad- 
dressed. The St. Paul ad expressed 
Hildegarde’s own “sincere thanks” 
to the people of St. Paul and sub- 
urbs who came to see her. 





Lew Grade, of the Lew & Leslie 
Grade Agency, London, arrived in 
New York Monday (1) to get his 
first gander at his new office. 





EXCLUSIVE COMEDY ACTS WRITTEN 
Sample Act and Particulars FREE 


A. GUY VISK 


Writing Enterprises 
12 Liberty Street 





Trey, N. Y. 
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JACK DENTON 


WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN 
(World, Ohio; Pop.—750) 
c/o IRVING CHARNOFP 

1650 Broadway, New York 
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No. 1 in the Billboard Annual, Disk Jockey 
Poll. Small Instrumental Group. 


QUINTETTEg MGM ° 


Records 
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CONCERT TOUR WITH 
BILLY ECKSTINE 
OCT. 12, THRU DEC. 9 


* 
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appliances and tools in the nitery. | 





SHAW ARTISTS CORP., 565 Fifth Ave., New York 
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Miss Gypsy Rose Lee, 
London Palladiun, . 
Argyll Street, 
London, Wele 





Dear -Miss Rose Lee, 


' Weare at the close of your two weeks’ engagement 
“at the London Palladium and I would’like to take this 
opportunity of thanking you for your ready co-operation 
which has made your presentation such a success and has drawn 
big Box Office receipts to the theatre. 






Yours sincerely 
For MOSS' @MPIRX$ LIMITED. 







Managing Director 




















Ml) | Lou & Leslie Grade Lid Charles U. Yates Agency, Inc 
. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF OCTOBER 3 





Numerals in cennection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


her full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit. (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent; 
(M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (3) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner) 


(WR) Walter Reade 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (i) 4 


Olga Suarez 
Michael Maule 
Les Diagoras 
Tony Starman 
Dick Stewart 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Orc 
Paramount (P) 3 
Louis Prima Orc 
Keely Smith 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Tony Bennett 


Alan Carney 
Evans Family 
Duke Art Jr & Co 
Oriental (i) 5 
B Kean 
Bobby Wayne 
Adriana & Charly 
Nino, Wonder Dog 
Sherman Hayes orc 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (W) 4 
Top & Bottom 
Eunice Davis 
Slim Gaillard 
Jackie “‘Moms” 





Roxy (I) 4 casa” 
Josephine Baker 
Pat Henning vase ros 
Giselle & Francois Gea “Daas 
CHICAGO Guy Mitchell 
Chicago (P) & Artie Dann 
Peggy Lee Carnevales 
AUSTRALIA 


AUCKLAND 
His Majesty’s (1) 1 
Joyce Graeme 
Alison Lee 
Lynne Golding 
Henry Danton 
Rex Reid 
Leon Kellaway 
Corps de _ Ballet 

BRISBANE 
His Majesty's (i) 1 
Wally Boag 
Guus Brox & 

Myrna 
Marquis & Family 
2 Skating Merenos 
Tleana Sazova 
Pan Yue Jen Tp 
Detroy 
Ann Donald 
Celebrity Singers 
Tivoli Ballet 

MELBOURNE 

Tivoli (1) 1 
Jon Pertwee 
Alan Clive 
8 Los Trianas 
Pepito 


Carsony Bros 
Tipsy & Brow 
Evy & Everto 
Babs Mackinnon 
Moira Claux 
Les Ritchie 
Horrie Dargie 4 
Celebrity Singers 
6 Les Models 
Les Debonnaires 
Tivoli Ballet 
SYONEY 
Tivoli «()) 1 


Armand Perren 
Marion Davies 


Marika Saary 
Philip Saget 
Wim de Jong 
Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 
Joe hitehouse 
Cissy Trenholm 
Terry Scanlon 





BRITAIN 


BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 1 
Ken-Dorvilles 
Binnie Hale 
Mongadors 
Arthur English 
Donovan & Hayes 
Moreton & Kaye 
Lowe & Ladd 
Linda & Lana 

BLACKPOOL 
Opera House (i) 1 
B & B Bernard 
Vera Lynn 
Jack Radcliffe Co 
Harry Secombe Co 
Erica Yorke 

Palace (i) 1 
ally Ann Howes 

oy Lester 
Tommy Reilly 
A & C Fenton 
Tommy Fields 
Alfordi Tp 
Hackford & Doyle 
Eddie Gordon & 

Nancy 
Mavor & Monet 


Tower Circus (t) 1 


Joan Hinde 
DERBY 
Hippodrome (8) 1 

Max Wall 

Radion Revellers 
Dick James 

Len Marten 
Lester Sharpe & 
Iris 

2 Yolandas 

Jothia & Joan 
Tune In Lovlies 
EAST HAMPTON 
Metropolitan (i) 1 
Winifred Atwell 
Peter Sellers 

3 Monarchs 
Nicholls & Merrin 
ras A Smith 
Olga arona 
Bobby Dennis 

Les Symmetricals 
Vie Ray 3 

Palace (i) 1 
WPegeees Harmonica 


o 

Sandy Powell 
Leslie Welch 
Archie Glen 


Charlie Cairoli & 1)|Cox Twins 


e 

Oscar Konyots 
Lions 

Gt Alexander Tp 

Victor Julian & 


Pets 
Enies Animals 
4 Richays 
3 Lorandcs 
Mars Tp 
Arrigonis 
3 Houcs 
Jimmy Scott 
Fiving 
Constellation 
Little Jimmy 


Annettes 
Circusettes 
OSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (i) 1 
Sandy Daw 
V & M Norman 


Margi Morris 
Johnnie Marsh 
Beautigals 
Marda 
4 K Foleys 
George Fairhurst 
Fowley 
Emlyn Willisms 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 1 
Arthur Askey 
Eddie Gray 
Bunny Doyle 
Chevalier Bros 
Gretna Unger 3 
S & R Russell 
Bernt Gloria & 
Lindy 
Swan & Leigh 
BRISTOL 
Empire ()) 1 
Billy | ope 


Phil Lester 
Eric Marsh 
Gail Harvey 
Jack Lennard 


Gardiner & Baxter 


Hi Diddle Diddle 
Debs 


Terry's Juves 
BRIXTON 
Empress (1) 1 
Mox Miller 
Dump Harris & 


Stan 
Crosbie & Thelma 


T & G Durante 
Carmo 

Dagmar & Rell 
Delly Kin 


Miles Twins 

Hill Billy Polecats 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 1 
Dowie & Kane 
Charlie Kunz 

Los Ona 

Beverly Sis 
Charles Warren & 


Jean 
Canfield Smith 
Max Bacon 
Dot & Maureen 


Tony alsh 
Arthur Lucan 
Kitty McShane 
Manley & Austin 
Rastellis 
Chocolate Co 
Turner Layton 
Ss M Harrison 
Flack & Lucas 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 1 
Cyril Dowler 
Rhoda Rogers 
Sam Lignfield Co 
Billy Hancox 
Kilby & Hayes 
Regency Twins 
Peasy, Sage 

ACKNEY 
Empire (S) 1 
Bartlett & Ross 
YDouglas Harris 
Ford & Sheen 
Les Dounos 
Pierre Zampa 
Kenne Lucas 
Les Morgan 

ED 


Empire (mM) 1 
Joe Stein 

Louis Hayden 
Max Carole 
Fred Sloan 
Reggie Radcliffe 


Tih-Boulte 
LINCOLN 
Royal (i) 1 
Alan Alan 
Ladd West 
Cambell & 
Rogerson 
Leon Acland 
Great Felixo 
Regina Maids 
Chief Eagle Eve 
& B 


Amazing Rhoerle 
Reggie Dennis 
LONDON 


Palladium (M) 1 


McAndrews & Mills | Sugar Chile 
CHELSEA 


Palace (I) 1 
Dr Crock & 
Crackpots 
Forbes & Barrie 
Finlay Bros 
Ron Parry 
Martin & Evans 
3 Corenets 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 1 
Issy Bonn 
Leon Cortez 


Robinson 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Jewell & Warriss 
Max  Bygraves 
Renee Strange 
3 Bentley Sis 
3 Romanos 
Palladium Girls 
Skyrockets Orc 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 1 


Wilson Keppel & 
Betty 


Freddie Sales 
— & Jerry 


oys 
NEWCASYLE 
Empire (Mm) 1 





4 


Dumarte & Denzer 


Delta Rhyhtm Boys 


Hamiltons ~ 
B & A Pearson 
Charles Ancaster 
Robb Wilton 
Hylda Baker 
Albert Burdon 
Medlocke & 
Marlowe 
5 Varias 
Skating Colorados 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome (i) 1 
Jane 
Claire Ruane 
Trixie Maison 
Lucy Loups 
Billie Brenchliey 
3 Colores Sis 
Judy Miell 
Pamela Trent 
10 Girlie Girls 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (Mm) 1 
Peter Brough 
Harold Taylor 
Ravic & Rene 
Tanner Sis 
Edward Victor 
Tony Hancock 
Jack Crisp & Jill 


Reg Dixon 

Hajos & Surany 
Victor Seaforth 
Anthea Askey 
Richman & Jackson 
Bobby 
Wotherspoon 
Peasy Wilding 
Penelope & Cedric 
John Joyce Girls 
Corps de Ballet 
SHEPHERDS -BUSH 
Empire ($) 1 
Reg Varney 

Roy Jefferies 
Camilla Castelli 
Billy McCormack 
Marriott & 
Wenman 

Jackie Allen & 
Barbara 
Jacqueline Farrell 
Sherman Fisher Gls 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 1 
Frankie Howerd 


MONTREAL 
Roxy (I) 1 
Lynn Paige 
Barton & Brady 
Bernits 

Eddie Lloyd 
Sharon Roberts 
Be & Windy 
Naomi Price 





Roy Walker 


Doreen Harris 
El Grandas & Peter 
Harry Bailey 


Terry Hall 


Falcons 
MacDonald & 
Graham 
SWANSEA 
Empire (mM) 1 
George Robey 
Hetty King 
Albert Whelan 
Houston & Stewart 
Morris Cowley 
Jack Edge 
P & M Honri 
Peter Bernard 


T & G Durante 


Empire Girls 


WALTHAMSTOW 
Palace (i) 1 

5 Baker 

3 Berts 

3 Cyclonics 

Don Amigo 

Frances Hughes 

Peggy Ashby 
WOLVER- 
HAMPTON 


Hippodrome (i) 1 


Johnnie Lockwood 


Crochet 
Stevano 
Hal Gillion 


Tatler Girls 


Mary O'Neil 
Beryl Ransome 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 1 
5 Smith Bros 


Caryll & Mundy 


Billy Thorburn 
Joe Black 
Angelos 
eggy Cavell 
H & A Ross 


YORK 
Empire (i) 1‘ 
B Bex 
4 Adagio Devils 
3 Loonies 
Maree Anthie 


Ryan Sis 
Mariette Girls 


CANADA 


Beck & Haynes 
Harry White 
Seville (i) 1 
3 Harmonicats 
Richard Hayes 
Gilbert & Russell 
4 Lai Founs 
Bruce Howard 
Len Howard Ore 





Cabaret Bills 





Birdiand 
Johnny Hartman 
bona | Gibbs 4 
lue Angel 
Odette Myrt 
Doodles & Spider 
Barbara Coo 
Harold Cook 
Orson Bean 
Bon Soir 
Alberta Hunter 
Eugene Fields 3 
Chateau Madrid 
Del Casino 
Isabelita Campos 
Sarita Herera 
Catalino Ore 


Copacabana 
Joe E Lewis 
Mary Kaye 3 
Raul & Eva Rayes 
McCaffrey & 
Suzanne 
Ted Norman 
Dale Nunnally 
M Durso Orc 
F Alvarez Ore 
El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Ramonchita & Leon 
Victoria Barcelo 
Isabel Campo 
Fernando Sirvent 
Rodriguez 4 
Ramon Torres Ore 
Embers 
Red Norvo 3 
Bobby Hackett Orc 
Gilded Cage 
Ben Blue 
Edith Fellows 
Clara Cedrone 
Ernest Saracino 
Sid Slate P 
Anthony, Allyn & 
Hodges 


Line 

Calvin Holt 

Ron Rogers 

Leonard Kobric Orc 
Habibi 


Irving Grossman 
Dinah Goldberg 
Zamira Gon 
Mina Bern 
Havana-Madrid 


Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Libby Dean 
Al Dellay 
Carmen Montoya 
The Rogers 

Little Club 

Ernie Warren Orc 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Downey & Fonville 
Hazel ebster 

Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Lou Seiler 
Irene Carroll 
Carol Linzer 
Joe LaPorte Orc 
D'Aquila Ore 

Park Sheraton 
Cy Coleman 3 
Mimi Warren 
Ernestine Holmes 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Orc 

Hotel Biltmore 
Mischa Raginsky O 

Hotel Edison 

Henry Jerome Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
—— Reynolds 


re 

Adrian Rollini Trio 
Farrar & Carter 
Syd Krofft , 





Karen 
5 


NEW YORK CITY 


Pat Terry 


Motel Pierre 
Yma Sumac 
Artini & Consuelo 
Chico Relli Orc 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Kay Thompson 


| Williams Bros 


Mark Monte Orc 
Dick LaSalle Ore 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 

Milt Shaw Gre” 
Horace Diaz Ore 
Julie Wilson 
Hotel Statier 
er Flanagan 


re 
Hotel Taft 

Vincent Lopez Ore 

Hotel Warwick 
Jose Poniera 
Terri Stevens 

Le Ruban Bleu 
Mary Mayo 
Ronnie Graham 
3 Riffs 
Julius Monk 
Norman Paris 3 

Latin Quarter 
Chaz Chase 
Billy Daniels 
Jack Kilty 
Honey Bros 
F Mazzone Ders 
Gloria Le Roy 
Les Pabios 
Can Can Ders 
Art Waner Ore 

Park Ave. 

Gloria Elwood 


Biebér Decrs 
Sherry Stevens 
Nanci Crompton 
Clark Ranger 
Line 


Walter Nye Ore 
Rene Touzet Orc 
Sugar Hill 
Larry Steele’s 
Smart Affairs 
Two Guitars 
Lee Bundy 
Elena & Anatole 
Eli Spivak 
Mischa Usdanoff 
Michel Michon 
Kostya Poliansky 
Versailles 
John Carroll 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Orc 
Village Barn 
Norton Patricia 
Celia Cabot 
Burt Hilber 
Bobby Baxter 
Frank Yankovic 


Ore 

Bobby Meyers Ore 

Village Vanguard 

Charlotte Rae 

Shoshana Damari 

Clarence Williams 3 
Wivel 


Kaj ——_ 
ess Sma e 
Sal Noble site 


Waldorf-Astoria 
Hayes & Healy 
Mata & Hari 
Emil Coleman Orc 





Mischa Borr Ore 


- 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Casablanca Hotel Poincianna Hotel 
Milt Ross 


Lero Orc 
Phyllis Arnold ere aichter a | 
Jose Cortez Ore Don Lanning 
Clover Club Roberta Sherwood 
by Stone 5 Charles Castel 3 
Ruth Davis Roney Plaza Hotel 


George Hines Orc 


Jimmy B s 
bury Magner & Herman 
Delane Hotel Samm ) 
Zina Reyes Arne tt 3 
Sy Nunez Ore Sacasas Orc 
Galety Ciub Sapphire Room 
Zorita . Irv Rosenholtz 
Little Egypt Mark 


ark Hall 
Lou Gentile Ore 
Saxony Hotel 
Phyllis Arnold 
Betty Barclay 
Chavez 


Jackie Jenkins 
Marie Stowe 
Gilda Rogers 
Rusty Russell 
Gaiety Girls 


Tano & Dee 
Johnina Hotel J Cortes Orc 
Michael Strange Sea Gull Hotel 
Tony Matas Terry Rich 


Helene Aimee 
Frances Colwell 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Guertin 
Tubby Boots 
Gaby DeLane 
Billy Austin 

Martinique Hotel 
Manolo & Ethel Alan Kole Orc 
Danny Yates Orc Sherry Frontenae 
MacFadden Deaville | Dave Fisher 

Laylan _5 Larry Stewart 

Nautilus Hotel Fra Lita 


Terry Shands 
Wanda & Rudolf 
Rafael’s Orc 

Sea isie Hotel 
Frances Lager 
Seymour Hoffman O 
Shelbourne Hotel 
Juan & Marilyn 





Hal Winters Leonora & Evans 
Sammy _ Morris a ss 5 
Frank Linale Ore orren 

J & S Reyes Malkin Orc 


CHICAGO 


Cabots (3) 
Songsmiths (3) 
Tommy Wonder 
Margaret 
Cliff Norton 
Eddie O’Neal Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Eric Thorsen 
Hurricanes (4) 
Dorothy Hild Decrs 
Phyliss Myles 
Frankie Masters O 
Hotel Stevens 
Scarecrows (3) 
Romayne & Brent 
Jo Barnum 
Elimar 
Jerry Mapes 
Jack Rafftloer 
Harper Flaherty 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Buddy Rust 
Palmer House Olie Clarks 
Louise Hoff Boulevar-Dears (4) 
Bambi Linn & Rod | Mariane Fitzgerald 
Alexander Scottee Marsh 
Jody Miller Orrin Tucker Orc 


LOS ANGELES 


Ambassador Hotel 

Frankie Carle Orc : 

Larry White pent Kirk 

Joan House omanos Bros 

Peggy Barrett Dick Stabile Orc 

Evelyn Farney Dante Varela Orc 

Mocambo 

Biltmore Hotel Harold Lang 

Harrison & Fisher Helen Gallagher 

Marjorie Garrettson 'Chuy Reyes 

June Edwards Latin-Aires 


Blackhawk 
Jack Friend 
Arlene Frank 
Pat Hammerile 
Pat Hammerlle 
Gloria Evans 
Sonny Sparks 
Larry Lawrence 
Martin Kraft 
Tessi Carrano 
Eleanor Luckey 
Henry Brandon Orc 


Chez Paree 
Myron Cohen 
Betty Reilly 
Blackburn Twins 

& Pam Cavan 
Arden Fletcher 
Dancers 
Cee Davidson Ore 
Pancho Orc 





Hal Derwin Orc 
Ciro’s 














Luce Empire 
Continued from page 1 


willingness to shoot the works coin- 
wise in embracing video as part of 
the*whole Luce educational cam- 
paign. 

Luce, it’s said, wants to expand 
beyond his stake in TV as a spon- 
sor and as a packager. (In the lat- 
ter category, he’s represented by his 
own “Crusade in Europe” and 
“Crusade in the Pacific’ series 
which his TV subsidiary has ped- 
dled ever the past two years.) As 
a sponsor, Time mag has for the 
most part embraced the one-shot 
technique, such as the “Japan” 
show and_ sponsorship of the 
Kefauver hearings on TV. 


Life mag, which bankrolls a 
segment of “Kukla, Fran and 
Ollie,” is reported dickering for a 
top-budgeted show which would 
fulfill the Luce aims toward par- 
laying education with entertain- 
ment. Young & Rubicam, agency 
on the Life-Time account, has sub- 
mitted a presentation to Luce for 
either a twice-weekly or three- 
times-a-week TV show designed to 
introduce new teehniques on fea- 
ture-news, 


Sources close to Luce say that, in 
juxtaposition to his bullish TV out- 
look, the publisher has practically 
written off films. They point to 


his dropping of the “March of 
Time” series and Life mag’s recent 
downbeat spread on pix, predicated 
on Luce’s own observations. 









Kazan Burns 


Continued from page 1 


Legion-requested cuts only inciden- 
tally, and phoned studio head Jack 
L. Warner concerning them for 
four days before he got through 
to him. That’s one of the reasons 
he’s sizzling. 5 
_He felt that he should have been 
given an opportunity to present his 
viewpoint to Legion officials before 
the cuts were made. He pointed 
out to friends that the industry’s 
own Production Code Administra- 
tion had also wanted cuts, and that 
by his personal presentation of 
facts to Joseph I. Breen, the PCA 





greatly relaxed its demands, 


- aa 








HELENE FRANCOIS 

Songs ! 

25 Mins. 

Hotel Sherry-Netherland, N. Y. 
Helene Francois is no relation to 


Jacqueline Francois, another 
French diseuse; is a sister of 
Denise Darcel; has a good voice; 
looks nice, but is not as spectacu- 
larly constructed as the Gallic 
babe who came to attention in 
“Battleground.” Miss Darcel has 
also essayed nitery and vaudery 
dates and scored more on her V- 
neck s.a., than her vocalisthenics. 
This brings up an academic aside 
about the relative merits of a boff 
bosom versus a cultivated colora- 
tura. 

Miss Francois is chic, has an air 
of quality, looks attractive if 
not unusually glamorous in her 
Parisian creations, and uncorks 
perhaps the most surefire Gallic 
hit parade this side of Piaf, Boyer, 
Trenet et Cie. In short, they’re 
all w.k. familiars, most of them 
also pops in the American and 
worldwide hit parade, and they are 
professionally projected and nicely 
blended. Perhaps it’s this adher- 
ence to the surefire which achieves 
a neutralized end-result, whereas 
Miss Francois should and undoubt- 
edly can offer something a little 
more unique “La Seine,” “Bolero” 
(viz, “All My Love’’), “Les Feuilles 
Mortes” (“Autumn Leaves’), “Mon 
Coeur est Une Violon,” “Danse 
Avec Moi” (“Dancing With You’) 
are all well known. Somebody even 
asked for “La Vie En Rose.” She 
also attempts “Because of You” 
Cm first American song’’). 

She does Tt well, has 
poise and polish, and for a plush- 
ery like the Sherry - Netherland’s 
Carnaval Room Miss Francois is a 
natural. It is a flattering setting, 
and has all the verve and color of 
a road company Dinarzade, Casa- 
nova, Grands Seigneur and kindred 
fiddle joints where she worked 
in Paris. Miss Francois broke the 
jump to the States via a Montreal 
cafe date. 

Hugo Pedell and Jan Brunesco 
(tzigane outfit) are excellent or- 
clfestral assists not only to the dis- 
euse but for the general hoofol- 
ogy. The room, despite those awk- 
ward four posts which cut not only 
the capacity’ but the general vision, 
has been skillfully decored by 
Count Vasilly Adlerberg, long an 
associate of Col. Serge Obolensky 
who is prez of the Sherry-Nether- 
land and is also the hostelry’s ar- 
tistic supervisor. He has _ also 
spotted French songsmith - pianist 
Serge Walter into the cafe bar 
where no cover or minimum ob- 
tains, as against the $1.50 and $2.50 
in the Carnaval Room. Abel. 


JANE TURZY 
Singer-pianist 
18 Mins. 
Casino, Toronto 

After bouncing around the bis- 
tros for the past three seasons, 
Jane Turzy is currently playing 
her first theatre date. On the mar- 
quee for top-billing on strength of 
her trademarked ‘“Pretty-Eyed 
Baby,” the svelte songstress socks 
over her vocals and boogie at the 
baby grand. Fine background ef- 
fects come from Bill Rutz on bass 
and Wally Turzy (husband) on gui- 
tar, though neither gets name 
mention. 

Though formerly confined to in- 
timate entertainment setups, Miss 
Turzy indicates that she can hold 
the wrapt or enthusiastic attention 
of a vaude audience. Silver-gowned 
on full stage at the grand, the 
animated warbler opens cold with 
vocal of “It’s a Good Day,” a husky 
delivery of “Cecilia,” complete 
with sexy, hissing effects; a tempo 
change to “Sweet Violets” ‘and 
“Mr. Echo,” a wham “Come On-a 
My House,” and then her identify- 
ing “Pretty-Eyed Baby” Whole 
stanza rates a begoff. McStay. 





NORTON & PATRICIA 
Ballroom . 
10 Mins. 

Village Barn, N. Y. 

Norton & Patricia impress as a 
youthful, hardworking pair who 
show some excellent ballroom 
tricks. They have good overhead 
spins and routines are well de- 
signed. They’re better when work- 
ing in the straight vein, as their 
sole attempt at comedy doesn’t hit 
as forcefully as their waltz, tango 
and foxtrot. 

Norton & Patricia should at- 
tempt more straight dance pass- 
ages in order to give their tricks 
more force. As they presently 
work, they try to emphasize every- 
thing and thus put all they do on 
an even keel. 

A few revisions in routine and 
an improved wardrobe for the 
femme would help make them 
eligible for the major —_ 

ose. 
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NORMAN BROOKS 
Songs 


8 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 

Norman Brooks is a Canadian 

radio singer who, via openin 
“Darktown Strutters Ball” an 
“When My Baby Smiles At Me,” 
establishes Jolson aping. To make 
sure the point hasn’t been missed, 
he then announces that he’s been 
told of the “resemblance.” So he 
patters some sentjmental stuff re 
Jolie as a precede to “Mammy” and 
“Tootsie,” which further accentu- 
ate the likeness. 
_ Since straight Jolsonesque chirp- 
ing doesn’t shape as a promising 
weapon, it is possible that his 
“own” voice, plus Jolie impressions, 
would provide him with a better 
base for his stint. The lad is nice- 
looking, well poised and earns a 
good mitt in his Palace debut. 


Trau. 





ISABELITA:CAMPOS 
Flamenco 
10 Mins. 
Chateau Madrid, N. Y. 

Isabelita Campos is a newcomer 
to flamenco ranks, and looks like 
she can work her way up to be- 
coming a standard though outlets 
for this type of work are limited. 
She’s a looker and has a good in- 
terpretative flair. 

Miss Campos has some fancy 
routines, but early part of her 
work looks like they are court 
dances rather than the more vio- 
lent folk dances. Her finale, a 
cappella bulerias, indicates that 
she can do the latter type of work 
as well. Inasmuch as they are 
more colorful, ff might be better 
if she did a few more fast flamen- 
cos. Her interpretations are good, 
her heel work is fast and loud, and 
the handclap accomps add up to an 
applause-winning session. Jose. 





DON BEXLEY 
Comedian 

8 Mins. 
Apollo, N. ¥. 

Sepian comic’s Apollo initialer 
lacks the impact to get him out 
of the moderately-priced vaude 
groove. He displays personality but 
vintage material holds him down. 
Turn moves slowly and never 
draws solid audiences yocks. 
Punch lines are telegraphed and 
his humorous insults come directly 
from the files. 

Bexley gets best results in a 
brief bit in which he impersonates 
a seven-year-old reciting a kiddie 
poem. It’s a neat satiric job 
which builds to a sock windup. 


Concentration on this type of ma- , 


terial would help turn. Gfos. 





CELIA CABOT 
Comedy Songs 

9 Mins. 

Village Barn, N. Y. 

Celia Cabot is an uninhibited 
songstress with a good sense of 
timing and whose ‘routines have 
many surprise moments. At the 
moment, it’s pretty broad stuff, 
with little subtlety, that gets over 
in spots such as the Village Barn, 


but she’ll eventually have to hit. 


some subdued routines if she’s to 
make the plush time. 

Miss Cabot seems capable of do- 
ing some smoother stuff, as evi- 
denced in her “CeceHa,” which 
shows some Rose Murphy influ- 
ences. More on that order, and 
she’ll do well in most spots. Jose. 





DANNY SHAW & JACK SLATE 
Comedy 

12 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

Danny Shaw has been working 
as a single and Jack Slate is ex- 
Slate Bros. Instead of tailoring 
their talents in tandem, they seem 
to be doing a little too much from 
their separate books. Trouble is 
some of it is tasteless; such as a 
crack about Gen. MacArthur which 
falls flat and has to be explained 
in the bargain. 

Their baseball game is_ be- 
whiskered and not well done. Shaw 
reprises his impression of a bus- 
rider which, while no howler, is 
okay overall. Wind with a nice 
dancing session. 

This pair is stage-wise and de- 
serves better material. Trau. 


ALFRED LANDON & CO. (4) 
Acro 

4 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

Tumbling quartet consists of 
three “midgets and the normal- 
sized Landon. Considering the 
stature of the threesome from 
which the act derives its main ap- 
peal, their. acro executions are 
tops. 

Earn good scores with head-to- 
head, comedy terping, feet-to-nog- 
gin and side somersaults. Their 
(Continued on page 74) 
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NY. Rodeo'’s Come On-a My Wigwam 
Via Lone Ranger Kid-Wampum Slant 





ening its 26th season at New 
ee Madison Square | Garden 
jast week (26), the World’s Cham- 
jonship Rodeo hits the arena’s 
synthetic sod this year with the 
standard passel of cowpokes set 
ii a prairie format. And it’s Still 
a sock spectacle for the city folks 
who usually never get closer than 
a newsreel clip to a bucking 
pronco. : 

Like the circus at Easter-time, 
the rodeo is proving to be a power- 
ful drawing ecard for the urban 
kids who have been hopped up by 
their daily TV western fare. More 
than ever before, in fact, the rodeo 
is pitching to the juves via the 
appearance of the Lone Ranger 
this year in place of Gene Autry, 
who has heretofore been a regu- 
lar with this show. 

The Lone Ranger, impersonated 
under a black mask by a slightly 
beefy horseman, Bruce Beemer, is 
strictly an infantile turn. Ac- 
comped by his horse, Silver, and 
his Indian sidekick, Tonto, who de- 
livers a “me plenty happy” greet- 
ing in perfect English accents, the 
Ranger’s routine consists only of 
listing his membership in frontier 
Rotary organizations and his adop- 
tion by various Indian tribes. 

The Ranger also makes a corny 
patriotic spiel, embellishing the 
“Oath of Allegiance” with some 
literary addendum which is not 
quite adult, but probably over the 
heads of the 10-year-olds. Most 
effective bit is his mounted swing 
around the Garden with his juve 
fans swarming down to the rail to 
shake the hand of the legendary 
hero who has been crushing des- 
peradoes for some 18 years on the 
airlanes. 


The show’s red meat, however, 
is dished up by the authentic cow- 
boys and gals in the riding and 
roundug events. As in previous 
years, the contestants are in there 
for nearly $80,000 in prizes in the 
calf-roping, steer-wrestling, steer 
riding and saddle and bareback 
brone riding events. 

It’s real stuff; the cowboys risk 
their necks to earn their pork 
chops by copping some of the 
purse before the rodeo winds up 
at the Garden Oct. 21. On open- 
ing night (26),.two of the hands 
were carried out on stretchers, one 
of the buckaroos apparently seri- 
ously hurt from a rearing bronc. 
The herd of animals is ornery 
enough, with the Brahma bulls act- 
ing up so_ badly that none of the 
riders could qualify opening night. 

Highlight of the _ bull-riding 
event is, of course, the antics of 
the rodeo clowns, George Mills, 
Jimmy Schumacher and Bobby 
Clark (not the legit stage comic), 
who divert the irate bulls after 
the riders have been thrown. They 
work with the skill of Spanish bull- 
fighters in side-stepping the charg- 
ing brutes while playing the situa- 
tion for laughs. 

The cowgirls are spotted in sev- 
eral trick riding turns, including 
a jumping event with one gal in 
Roman-standing over a team of 
four horses while hurdling a four- 
foot fence. Captain William Hyver 
and his educated nag, Starless 
Night, also score in a horse-danc- 
ing routine, and some fancy rov- 
ing stunts are executed by Jim 
Askew, Jr., and Rex Rossi. 

Also aiming mostly at the kids are 
Harold Gautier’s poodles, spotted 
in a cute turn, although staying 
on slightly too long For the 
finale, the Marvin Hoover family 
have a screwball routine with an 
up-ending jalopy as their chief 
prop. 

Vaughn Monroe’s orch (a 32- 

ople troupe) has been set for the 

ast 14 days, replacing the Lone 
Ranger as an outside attraction. 
erm. 








Palladium, London 

; London, Sept. 25. 

“Sugar Chile” Robinson, Billy 
Cotton Band (15), Max Bygraves, 
Jewel & Warriss, Trio Bassi, Billy 
Russell, Bentley Sisters (3), Renee 
Strange, 7 olants, Palladium 
Girls (16), Woolf Phillips’ Sky- 
tockets Orch. 





In contrast to recent bills, cur- 
Tent Palladium program is pre- 
dominantly British in character. 
Only headliner “Sugar Chile” Rob- 
inson is an American, and the lad 
has little more than 20 minutes 
n a show which runs just short 
of two-and-a-half hours. 

“Sugar Chile’ comes to the 
Palladium after a socko provincial 
tour, and his West End debut 
Shapes as a boxoffice success. This 
youthful, exuberant exponent of 
boogie-woogie rhythm makes up in 
personality and showmanship what 


sense of rhythm dominates his 
short program of six numbers, to 
each of which he adds a sophis-. 
tieated vocal accompaniment. | 
Following standard pattern, show 
opens with the 16 Palladium Girls 
in a new but unimpressive hoofing 
routine. They’re followed by the 
Seven Volants, which “includes 
three gals in a slickly timed tum- 
bling routine. Billy Russell brings 
his patter up to date with a free 
flow of topical political gags. Act 
rates plenty laughs without mak- 
ing deep impact. Next comes the 
Trio Bassi, a well trained team 
of foot jugglers who manipulate 
beds, tables, barrels and other 
gadgets in impressive fashion. 

Max Bygraves, who has become 
a top ranking fave in the last year 
or so, and who is due to make 
his N. Y. bow at the Palace two- 
a-day immediately following this 
engagement, registers a new 
success in this show. 

Billy Cotton’s band, closing first 
half of show, offer a solid hokum 
musical entertainment. With strong 
comedy talent in Alan Breeze and 
Doreen Stephens, the principal 
vocalizers, and Clem Bernard, the 
combo go through a lively routine 
to sock returns. 

After intermission, another rou- 
tine from the Palladium Girls 
serves as an adequate curtain- 
raiser. The Bentley Sisters make 
a fair showing as a trio of acro- 
batie dancers, but act contains little 
that is fresh. Renee Strange 
manipulates her marionettes with 
uLerring skill, adding a pleasing 
style of vocals to match the danc- 
ing and singing dolls. 

Jimmy Jewel & Ben Warriss, who 
are due for a N. Y. TV date in the 
near future, are a lively pair of 
comedians whose style and script 
keep about one degree above 
broad slapstick. They are a hard 
working duo with a big radio and 
vaude following, and their slick 
material, facial contortions and 
general comedy antics rate them 
a boff reception. 

The Woolf Phillips’ aggregation 
give their standard polished ac- 
companiment, with the maestro 
rating a special laugh for his in- 
terpolation in the Billy Cotton 





show, in which he conducts the 
stage orch from his spot in the 
pit. Myro. 


Fox, Detroit 
Detroit, Sept. 29. 

Dagmar, Jan Murray, The Vaga- 
bonds, Condos & Brandow, Juanita 
Hall, Val Tika and Afro-Cuban 
Orch (5), House Orch (18) di- 
rected by Elliot Lawrence; ‘‘Sunny 
Side of Street’ (Col). 





Dave Idzal, Fox manager, has got 
a winner in this combination of 
entertainers. Dagmar is proving to 
be a heavy draw and the show 
is a solid hour of topflight enter- 
tainment. 

Dagmar projects her personality 
on the Fox stage in much the same 
way she does on the TV screen, 
essaying the dumb-blonde role ex- 
pertly. She gets her words mixed 
up amusingly and convincingly. As 
per expectation, her chasis figures 
prominently in the dialog. 

She says she is a “‘messy soprano” 
who sings in the key of “fox trot.” 
Then, to a chorus of wolfcalls, she 
proceeds to give a few bars of “I 
Ain’t Got Nobody,” “All of Me” 
and “Everything I Have Is Yours.” 
Extremely curvaceous in a gold- 
colored, strapless gown with plenty 
of V, Dagmar really is a “messy 
soprano,” but no one in the audi- 
ence seemed to mind. 

So much of her act is dependent 
on her 40-inch bust, it seems ap- 
propriate to note that she is put- 
ting on a little flesh in some in- 
appropriate places. That is some- 
thing the video cameras have 
happily missed. It is an anatomical 
fact, however, that may detract 
from her stage appearances. 

Jan agg | acts as Dagmar’s 
straightman, but also does a solo 
that reaps plenty of mitting. He 
is a glib-tongued comedian who 
pufhches his patter—much of it 
enjoyably fresh and some deftly 
ad libbed—at the audience in 
rapid-fire and seldom-fail order. 

The Vagabonds deservedly earn 
the biggest salvo of the show with 
their comedy songs “Salt,” 
“Queen’s Hula’ and “Dark Eyes.” 
The muggings and antics of Pete 
Peterson, the bass player, are 
worth the price of admission. 

The rest of the show features 
Condos & Brandow, an unusually 
good dancing-singing-trumpet-play- 
ing - team;- Juanita (ex-“South 
Pacific’) Hall, who sings “How 
Deep Is the Ocean?” “Happy Taik 
and “Bali H’ai,” and the Afro- 
Cuban dancing of Val Tika and her 





e lacks in maturity. His unerring 


orch, Tew. 


Palace, N. Y. 

Speed Kings (2), Paul & Ro- 
berta Brady, Norman Brooks, Dan- 
ny Shaw & Jack Slate, Maria 
Neglia, De Santes;Trio, Don Rice, 
The Appletons. (3), Marty May, 
Alfred Landon. & Co. (4), Don 
Albert House Orch; “The Tall Tar- 


get” (M-G), reviewed in VARIETY 
Aug. 1, 51. 





This is it. With this bill*the 
Palace calls finis: to still another 
era in its protean career. The 29- 
month, 50c-$1.20 vaudfilm grind of 
the 1,700-seater, incepted in May, 
1949, with an eight-act spread that 
was upped at its second anni last 
May to a 10-acter, gives way Oct. 
16 to a sharp policy change. 

On that date, Judy Garland will 
topline for minimum four weeks at 
a snazzy $4.80 top on a two-a-day 
reserved-seat clip  (three-a-day 
weekends). The film singer-actress 
will do a solo stint last half of 
each show, a vaude technique that’s 
better known to British audiences 
(London Palladium, for instance) 
than latter-day America. 

Under such upcoming policy re- 
versal inherent in both price and 
performanee, the bowout bill might 
have been expected to be instilled 
with strength and/or gimmicks to 
spur interest of customers in the 
upcoming “new look” vaude. But 
the Palace played it safe with just 
a nice bill accented negatively via 
six acts new to the New Acts index 
of VaRIETY. Not that “new acts” 
can’t sometimes be a hypo, but 
they usually don’t figure to be— 
and certainly not when 60% of the 
turns are in that category. 

Maria Neglia wins the show’s 
first heavy score in her fiddle- 
faddling. After a saucy warmup, 
she enters a two-hand pizzicato 
“Happy Doll” that’s tricky and a 
showpiece. Follows with a fine 
job. on Sarasate’s “Gypsy Airs” 
and really boffs with her an- 
nounced “A Leetle Canary” (“Hot 
Canary”). Good personality, looks 
and grooming. 

On seventh is Don Rice with 
gags that were once tonical (Veep 
Barkley’s marriage, West Point 
cheaters), some very stale puns 
and two takeoffs (John L. Lewis. 
Gen. MacArthur) that preceded 
him in the fourth niche. Moderate 
reaction. 

The Appletons, two femmes and 
a male, stir things up with their 
standard assault and battery 
apache set in a Montmartre cafe. 
It’s fast and furious acro, winding 
in knife-throwing that’s well re- 
warded. 

Next-to-closing, Marty May is 
still the slick comic with jerky 
tenor-belching-bary-beefy soprano 
toppers. It may not be important 
at this stage, but his material is 
substantially the same as per his 
Palace appearance past summer. 

Reveiwed under New Acts are 
Speed Kings, tapsters, who open; 
Paul & Roberta Brady, comedy 
acros; Norman Brooks, singer, 
Danny Shaw & Jack Slate, old 
hands in a new combo; De Santes 
Trio, Mexican dancers, and, clos- 
ing the bill, Alfred Landon & Co., 
midget tumblers. Don Albert pit- 
men are in there pitching all the 
way, as they have been through 
the thick and thin of Palace 
vaudery. Trau. 


Apollo, N. ¥. 

Stan Getz Orch (12), Edwards 
Sisters (2), Don Bexley, Jacque- 
li:.: Hurley, The Cardinals (5), 
Johnny Hudgins, Errol Garner 
Trio; “Smuggler’s Gold” (Col). 








Expert musicianship of topliners 
Stan Getz and Errol Garner help 
current Apollo layout, which other- 
wise adds up to moderate fare. Bill 
is musically topheavy, dissipating 
impact of the Getz crew and the 
Garner Trio. 


In the closing niche, Garner's 
top keyboarding sustains aud inter- 
est, but his stylized technique 
needs the atmosphere of* an in- 
timate nitery for better results. He 
gets a neat rhythmic backing from 
a bassist and drummer on such 
numbers as “This Can’t Be Love,” 
“I Cover the Waterfront,” “Sum- 
mertime” and “Body and Soul.” 
Each tune comes across with drive. 
Garner-winds with the orch back- 
ing on a fast version of “Flyin’ 
Home.” 


Getz’s crew, four rhythm, four 
brass and four reed, tees off with 
an okay rendition of “Strike Up 
the Band,” but the maestro really 
shows when he reduces orch to a 
small combo made up of four 
rhythm and one reed. etz’s tenor 
saxing sparks “There’s a Small 
Hotel” and “Cherokee” to a good 
reception. He also handles part 
of the emcee chores nicely. 

The Edwards Sisters open in a 
fast-stepping tap turn. Two gals 
work at a solid clip, netting sock 
results on their solo challenges. 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


displays plenty of body discipline 
on each feat. Gets gree reception. 
The Cardinals, five-man vocal 
combo, are mildly-effective in their 
set. House has had a flock of vo- 
cal groups in recent months and 
the Cardinals seem to have adapted 
some qualities from each of their 
predecessors. They belt out “Pret- 
ty-Eyed Baby,” “Because of You” 
and “Would I Love Yqu” in an in- 
teresting if not sock styling. John- 
ny Hudgins, in the next-to-closing, 
is fair in a comic pantomime bit. 
He nets some yocks by drawing 
dancing partners from aud (obvi- 
ous plants) who join him in a se- 
ries of hectic terps. 
Getz’s orch supplies solid back- 
ing all the way. Gros. 


Casino, Toronto 
Toronto, Sept. 28. 
Jane Turzy, Four Knights, Chris 
Cross, Noble Trio, Eddie Innes, 
Jimmie Cameron, Archie Stone 
House Orch; “No Questions Asked” 
(M-G). 


_C 

In a fast-moving 70-minute seg- 
ment, Jane Turzy and The Four 
Knights are splitting the applause, 
with all acts over big. Miss Turzy 
(New Acts) is the marquee draw 
on her disk clicks, but The Four 
Knights are also holding their 
perennial appeal and bringing in 
th . business. It’s a neat package 
that will bring no customer com- 
plaints. 

Noble Trio, two men and a girl, 
open bill on the high parallel bars 
for fine muscular control; Eddie 
Innes follows with his patter and 
impersonations. 

Four Knights with their standard 
“Shine” opening, “Too Young” and 
“Simple Melody,” their change of 
mood tempo to “Dry Bones” and 
“Lazy River” and their wham 
“Paper Doll’ finale bring top re- 
turns. Way up, too, on mitting is 
Chris Cross for his ventriloquist 
chores, McStay. 
Loew’s State, Syracuse 

Syracuse, Sept. 28. 

Patti Page, Ralph & Mary Carne- 
vale, Don Henry Trio, Jay Law- 
brows Guy Mitchell; “Kind Lady” 
“(M-G), 





Syracuse theatregoers, their ap- 
petites whetted by last week’s “Ice- 
capades of 1952,” get another taste 
of live stuff in the current four- 
day stageshow. 


It’s a modest presentation de- 
pendent chiefly on the’ vocal 
talents of Patti Page and jukebox 
name Guy Mitchell, but _first- 
nighters were well satisfied. Miss 
Page does such of her favorites 
as “Mockingbird Hill,” ‘Tennessee 
Waltz” and “Mr. and Mississippi” 
with sparkle and introduces “I 
Love You Because You’re You” 
and “And So to Sleep Again,” a 
pair of new ballads. 


o: laryngitis, Mitchell effectively 
sings “Lilly Belle,” “The Roving 
Kind” and ‘My Heart Cries for 
You,” and a zestful curtain-caller 
on “My Truly Fair.” 


Ralph & Mary Carnevale, dance 
duo, enliven the show with take- 
offs on modern jitterbugs and the 
historic Charleston kickers of the 
1920s. Filling out the bill are the 
Don Henry Trio, harmonica artists, 
and Jay Lawrence, satirist who also 
doubles as m.c. Hayd. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Sept. 30. 
Chico Marz, Dolinoff & Raya Sis- 
ters, Ann Dennis, George Conley, 
Emil & Evelyn, Les Rhode House 
Orch; “Warpath” (Par). 








Lively lineup on tap this week 
with topliner Chico Marx and 
added attraction Dolinoff & Raya 
Sisters. 


The quondam member of the 
Marx Bros. hasn’t played this area 
in a long time. From aud reaction, 
he’s bound to be a returnee in the 
Olympia’s playback system. Works 
in genial and easy manner for top 
eiiect, with his pianistics, band 
heckling, patter and overall timing 
adding to sock impact. 


Dolinoff & Raya Sisters belt them 
with their ingenious ballet-type rou- 
tinings and that black-velvet back- 
ground illusion finale. Latter top- 
per brings gasps and steady mitts 
that wind into a begoff. 

Acro-teeterboard work of Emil 
& Evelyn goes well. Ann Dennis 
in the song slot is adequate with 
a well assorted group of pops. 
George Conley emcees smoothly 
and in own spot offers a fair as- 
sortment of waggery plussed by 
standard array of impreshes of 
stars. Les Rhode and orch fill _ 
cial spot this week on celebration 
|of eighth anni as house band. Aud 
| went for this canto in solid man- 
| ner. Lary. 








Close to “How High the Moon” 
interpretation with solid mitt. Don 
Bexley, monologist in the second 
slot, is listed in New Acts. Jacque- 
line Hurley, ofay acro turn, follows 





with some excellent stunts. Gal 


Andy & Della Russell are cur- 
‘rent in Emerald Room of Sham- 
| rock Hotel, Houston. Also on bill 
,are dancers Ted & Phyllis Rodri- 
guez, with Henry King orch con- 
itinuing on dance music. 





Unit Review 











Although suffering from a touch | 


Palomar, Seattle 

Seattle, Sept. 27. 
Lou Walters’ “Latin Quarter Re- 
vue,” with Jeffrey Clay, Muriel 
King, The Rivieras (2), Tanya & 
E’ gi, Leilah Lampi & Stefan, Sault 
Grauman & Co. (3), Gaston 
Palmer, Daisya Dorsay Line (12), 
Ray Watkins’ House Orch (8)3 

Kind Lady” (M-G). 
stages gets 


Palomar relighted 


| with the “Latin Quarter Revue” 
that socks over a full hour and 
te minutes of entertainment. 
Comi. juggler Gaston Palmer, bari- 


tone Jeffrey Clay, soprano Muriel 
King and novelty act of Saul Grau- 
man and Co. lead the way. 

Clay opens with song to set 
scene with line promenading. Line 
packs plenty of pulchritude and 
does nice job on precision steps. 
The Rivieras, apache dance team, 
have a boff dance act with femme 

artner tossing male half around 
or a decision. 

Clay does a nice job on “A Man 
is a Wonderful Thing,” and is 
joined by Muriel King for duet 
on “Bridal Waltz” as Daisya Dorsay 
does restrained strip to tune, with 


line aiding. Ballroom team of 
Tanya & Biagi draw plenty of yocks 
with well-routined comic terping, 
followed by Muriel King, who 


wraps up “Jealousy” and “The Man 
I Love” for a big return. 

Leilah Lampi & Stefan join line 
in torrid can can dance for socko 
effect, with Clay again setting 
scene vocally, 

Saul Grauman and two girls have 


top novelty turn with “Stairway 
to Melody.” Trio does tap routine 
on the steps, winding up with 
socko rendition of Tchaikovsky’s 
“1812 Overture.” Two girls also 
have flash opening in tap done 
with fencing foils. 

Gaston Palmer, rotund comic, 


starts slow, but builds to terrific 
climax with juggling of glasses 
and spoons. Line of patter is good 
and keeps palms pounding. Bits 


with balls, pool cues and milk 
bottle also well received. 
The Ray Watkins house orch 


does nice backing job. Reed. 
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gels in Outfield” (M-G), “Force of 
Arms” (WB), “People Against 
O’Hara” (M-G), “Oliver Twist” 
(UA) and “Tales of Hoffmann” 


(Indie) were the runnerup pictures 
in that order. 


Strong Potentials 


One of the strongest nc wcomers, 
based on its initial playdate in 
MN. Y., is “Streetcar Named Desire” 
(WB). “Rhubarb” (Par) also 
loomed very stout on its first batch 
of dates late in the month. “An- 
gels in Outfield” (M-G), just get- 
ting around, loomed as a substan- 
tial grosser among the new entries. 
It wound up fourth one week dur- 
ing the past month. 


“Behave Yourself” (RKO) also 
shaped up fine to sturdy on initial 
playdates. “No Highway in Sky” 
(20th), also new, was inclined to 
be spotty on first engagements. 
“The Mob” (Col) indicated strong 
possibilities from first string of 
dates. “Day the Earth Stood Still” 
(20th) is smash so far on its preem 
in N. Y. 

“Thunder on Hill” (U), which 
finished in the top nine twice, hints 
sturdy future potentialities. ‘Sat- 
urday’s Hero” (Col) tended to be 
tineven on initial datings, though 
opening big in N. Y. “Millionaire 
for Christy” (20th) ranged from 
mild to fine on most dates. “Capt. 
Fabian” (Rep).is shaping up spot- 
ty thus far. 

“Lost Continent” (Lip), though 
not shaping too well in some loca- 
tions, did substantial biz in several 
keys. “American Spy” (Mono) did 
okay trade in certain key spots. 
“The River” (UA) hit a near-capac- 
ity stride on its first three weeks 
in N. Y. 

“Alice in Wonderland” (RKO- 
Disney) added some _ substantial 
money during the past month, al- 
though fairly well played out in 
larger key city first-runs. ‘“‘Moon- 
light Bay” (WB) was in similar 
category. “Cattle Drive’ (U) con- 
tradicted the theory that people 
would not go to see another west- 
ern by adding some solid coin. 
“Pickup” (Col) also did well in 
certain localities to cop runnerup 
film rating twice. “Little Egypt” 
(U) was on the spotty side but did 
well enough to become a runnerup 
pic one week. “Little Big Horn” 
(Lip) added additional coin in scat. 
tered playdates. “Law and Lady 
(M-G) continued on the disappoint- 








ing side for the most part. . 
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Opening its 26th season at New? 








Palace, N. Y. 

Speed Kings (2), Paul & Ro- 
berta Brady, Norman Brooks, Dan- 
ny Shaw & Jack Slate, Maria 
Neglia, De Santes: Trio, Don Rice, 
The Appletons. (3), Marty May, 
Alfred Landon. & Co. (4), Don 
Albert House Orch; “The Tall Tar- 
get” (M-G), reviewed in VaRIETY 








HOUSE REVIEWS 


displays plenty of body discipline 
on each feat. Gets good reception. 

The Cardinals, five-man vocal 
combo, are mildly effective in their 
set. House has had a flock of vo- 
cal groups in recent months and 
the Cardinals seem to have adapted 
some qualities from each of their 
predecessors. They belt out “Pret- 

















Unit Review 




















Palomar, Seattle 
Seattle, Sept. 27. 
Lou Walters’ “Latin Quarter Re- 
vue,” with Jeffrey Clay, Muriel 

















































































































! Aug. 1, ’51. ty-Eyed Baby,” “Because of You” | King, The Rivieras (2), Tanya & 
ian York's Madison Square — sense of rhythm dominates his a a and “Would I Love Yqu” in an in-| F° | Leilah Lampi & Stefan, Saul 
in Jast week Li igs Phe ol auane a Ure rp of six numbers, to This is it With this bill«the oe if not ore cto tte Grauman & Co. (3), Gaston 
n ionship Ro , “gg so each of which he adds a sophis- | s finis: »y | DY Hudgins, in the next-to-closing, | Palmer, Daisya Dorsay Line (i2) 
ie,” eynthetic sod this year with the| ticated vocal accompaniment. — Page ee pe Bcassg ge is fair in a comic pantomime bit.| Ray Watkins’ House Orch (8)5 
ake standard passel of bt aera Following standard pattern, show | month, 50c-$1.20 vaudfilm grind of | He nets some yocks by drawing| Kind Lady” (M-G). 
ed, in a prairie format. And it’s i opens with the 16 Palladium Girls| the 1,700-seater, incepted in May,|@@"cing partners from aud (obvi- | isdn dt 
Pen a sock spectacle for the city folks | in a new but unimpressive hoofing | 1949 with an eight-act spread that | ous plants) who join him in a se-| Palomar stages gets relighted 
he who usually never get closer than | routine. They're followed by the! \ac ‘aaaee Nye peed — Inet | Ties of hectic terps.. . with the “Latin Quarter Revue” 
re a newsreel clip to a bucking|Seyen Volants, which includes | May to a 10-acter, gives way Oct, |, Get2’s orch supplies solid back-| that socks over a full hour and 
and ® bronco. 3 three gals in a slickly timed tum-/16 to a sharp policy change ‘ing all the way. Gros. |te minutes of entertainment. 
itu- Like the circus at Easter-time, | bling routine. Billy Russell brings| On that date Judy Garland will aencene eats |Comi. juggler Gaston Palmer, bari- 

the rodeo is proving to be a power- his patter up to date with a free | topline for minimum four weeks at Casino. Toronto | tone Jeffrey Clay, soprano Muriel 
rp- ful drawing card for the urban| flow of topical political gags. Act| 4 snazzy $4.80 top on a two-a-day Toronto, Sept. 28. | King and novelty act of Saul Grau- 
Le kids who have been sy i by | rates plenty laughs without mak- | reserved-seat clip  (three-a-day Jane Turzy, Four Knights, Chris | man and Co. lead the way. 
als their daily TV western fare. ore} ing deep impact. Next comes the | weekends). The film singer-actress | Cross, Noble Trio, Eddie Innes,| Clay opens with song to set 
oe than ever —_ y aed eg big ees ; began Mnaigse-ae ream | will do a solo stint last half of | Jimmie Cameron, Archie Stone | scene with line promenading. —_ 
iter is pitching to e juves of foot jugglers who manipulate | each show, a vaude technique that's | House Orch; “No Questions Asked packs plenty of pulchritude an 
cl appearance of the Lone Ranger) beds, tables, barrels and other |petter known to British audiences | (M-G). does nice job on precision steps. 
5 a F this year in oo td ghee a oo —— —— (London Palladium, for instance) : The Rivieras, apache dance team, 
' who has heretofore been a regu t —_ oo her the } ecome | than latter-day America. In a fast-moving 70-minute seg-| have a boff dance act with Serene 
° lar with this show. a top ran . — ma e last sed Under such upcoming policy re-| ment, Jane Turzy and The Four partner tossing male half aroun 
The Lone Ranger, impersonated hi x. Y b who “ ’ ha oor versal inherent in both price and Knights are splitting the applause, for a decision, = i “4 
» under a black mask by a slightly r - Y. bow at af alace tWO-| nerformanee, the bowout bill might | with all acts over big. Miss Turzy Clay does a nice job on A Man 
beefy horseman, Bruce Beemer, is | 8-day immediately following this have been expected to be instilled | (New Acts) is the marquee draw| is. a Wonderful Thing,” and _ is 
strictly an infantile turn. Ac- rr gg ag oo a new! with strength and/or gimmicks to on her disk clicks, but The Four geno by varie as ag duet 
comped by his horse, Silver, and | Success in IS Snow. : _,|spur interest of customers in the | Knights are also holding their |0n Bridal Waltz as Dalsya orsay 
: : Billy Cotton’s band, closing first : ingi joes restrained strip to tune th 
mer his Indian sidekick, Tonto, who de- elt OF cae ae , a is 5 st upcoming “new look” vaude. But | Perennial appeal and bringing in Pg restrainec = o tune, wi : 
like livers a “me plenty happy greet- a Foe Ss ow, o er a — ORUD the Palace played it safe with just tl business. It S a neat package | sane aiding. ; sipcaaghe ttace le ame Res 
be- ing in perfect English accents, the | musical entertainment. With strong | a nice bill accented negatively via|that will bring no customer com-| Tanya & Biagi draw plenty of yocks 
lets Ranger’s routine consists = weer 4 “‘Suihea, a weiaeient | six acts new to the New Acts index | plaints. - i - rund te ee int ne 
: listing his membership In trontier | “wrt ’ }of Variety. Not that “new acts” Noble Trio, two men and a girl, ue ig rhe, Te 
= Rotary organizations and his adop- | Vocalizers, and Clem Bernard, the| can’t sometimes be a hypo, but| open bill on the high parallel bars | W?aPs up “Jealousy” and “The Man 
tion by various Indian tribes. ge Ma through a lively etaied | usually don’t figure to be—|for fine muscular control; Eddie |! es for a big return. | eu 
ney The Ranger also makes a corny all ¥ we another rou-| 224 certainly not when 60% of the | Innes follows with his patter and PB ee reget = f tchipag lh cil 
, atriotiec spiel, embellishing the|,,. piaeee ~~ |turns are in that category. | impersonations. _ ; P regi Raed Bey rr 
an PBath of “Allegiance” a tone tine from the Palladium Girls!" Maria Neglia wins the show's| Four Knights with their standard | effect, with Clay again setting 
vio- literary addendum which is not| Serves as an adequate curtain-| first heavy score in her fiddle-| “Shine” opening, “Too Young” and | Scene vocally. , ise ie 
, a quite adult, but probably over the ag be Bentley riers make | faddling. After a saucy warmup, | “Simple Melody,” their change of Saul eae cap and a igeairoae 
a? : a tair showing as a trio of acro- ‘ inna Ral re in te sd Be Bones” and| OP. novelty turn with  otairwa 
that heads of the 10-year-olds. Most |} ti¢ dancers, but act contains little | She enters a Vile ge id pe ye | “oe River. saa” thee Whee to Melody.” Trio does tap routine 
ork effective bit is his mounted swing that is fresh. B St Happy Doll” that’s tricky and a| hazy River i 60 the ese. Windins us with 
are around the Garden with his juve|‘7@!, JS_ fresh. Kenee strange | chowpiece. Follows with a fine| “Paper Doll’ finale bring top re-| ¢ steps, he Se 
tter fons swarming down to the rail to ee cae be eke ager with job on Sarasate’s “Gypsy Airs” turns. Way up, too, on mitting is rape aon ra ge = Ss 
Set uLerring Skill, adding a pleasing | , ith he .|Chris Cross for his ventriloquist verture, wo girls also 
len- shake the hand of the legendary IES and really boffs with her an-|©& 0g lg is, oa ‘ 
od, hero who has been crushing des- hgh! fll the danc-| nounced “A Leetle Canary” (“Hot | ¢: 9res. McStay. cae in tap done 
and peradoes for some 18 years on the Jimmy Jewel & Ben Warriss, who Hos pe ol personality, looks | Leew’s State. Syracuse Gaston Palmer, rotund comic, 
> an airlanes. are due for a N. Y. TV date in the 2 ra ith nr ‘ starts slow, but builds to terrific 
ai The show’s red meat, however,; near future, are a lively pair of On seventh is Don Rice with , Syracuse, Sept. 28. | climax with juggling of glasses 
is dished up by the authentic cow- | comedians whose style and script |B eekieye “wocriane, “Weet. Poi vate De Fic ey Tac, | and spoons. Line of patter is good 
gg py Ringe Mme ete A ee . Th cane above | cheaters), some very stale puns | rence, Guy Mitchell; “Kind Lady” 4 mee yong Betas: ti 
years Pe contestants are in there ms ye ic ith ¥ are di te and two takeoffs (John L. Lewis. |-(M-G). acithe ghee tt pec: Mie g mi 
t for nearly $80,000 in prizes in the ae? ile ae, te d thei P fick Gen. MacArthur) that preceded The Ray Watkins house orch 
: A fi . vauce folowing, an 1€1r SHCK| him in the fourth niche. Moderate Syracuse theatregoers, their ap- < y kei : , . 
calf-roping, steer-wrestling, steer| material, facial contortions and : : P-| does nice backing job Reed 
aler riding and saddle and bareback 1 4 d ti te th reaction. petites whetted by last week’s ‘‘Ice- ; : j 
out brone riding events err 7g ee y antics rate them | The Appletons, two femmes and | capades of 1952,” get another taste | oo 
ude 3 é ; o Be ee ei : a male, stir things up with their) of live stuff in the current four- | 
but : It's real stuff; the cowboys risk} The Woolf Phillips’ aggregation standard assault and battery | day stageshow S b > 
rng | their necks to earn their pork| give their standard polished ac- apache set in a Montmartre cafe. ah . “a aati ee eptem er b. 0. 
chops by copping some of the|companiment, with the maestro| },- ; : Anitivn S a modest presenta 
ever H : i ial laugh for his in-| !t’s fast and furious acro, winding | pendent chiefly on the vocal |f> Continued from page 4 
cks. | purse before the rodeo winds up/|rating a special laugh for his in-| i,” knife-throwing that's’ well re- coulis at Ball Mane aod sues i 
and } at the Garden Oct. 21. On open-|terpolation in the Billy Cotton | warded. prong el Mitchell but first-| gels in Outfield” (M-G), “Force of 
etly i ing night (26), two of — hands a in Rage ool : ee 0g Next-to-closing, Marty. May is | ides ae Gee satisfied. Miss| Arms” (WB), “People Against 
of the Daskpees SQpeeemnty bert pit. a ities Myro ~ ‘bel Garbacee es Jerky | page does such of her favorites|O’Hara” (M-G), “Oliver Twist” 
in a 1 ; : 4 : tenor-belching-bary-beefy soprano | 4. “Mockingbird Hill,” “Tennessee|(UA) and “Tales of Hoffmann” 
ates | ously hurt from a rearing bronc. toppers. It may not be important Waltz” and “Mr. and Mississippi” | (Indie) were the wens aletnnes 
ddie ) The herd of animals is ornery Fox, Detroit at this stage, but his material is| with sparkle and introduces “I|in that order 
job | enough, with the Brahma bulls act- i ) substantially the same as per his ‘ an Maan Week ’ 
badly that f th Detroit, Sept. 29. Love You Because You're You ” 
dup. ang up oe a yf a era or nt Dagmar, Jan Murray, The Vaga- Palace appearance past summer. and “And So to Sleep Again,” a Strong Potentia!s 
Mae , TIGCrS COUIS Quaty Opening MEM. bonds, Condos & Brandow, Juanita| Reveiwed under New Acts are| pair of new ballads. One of the strongest nc wcomers, 
8. Highlight, of the  bull-riding| Hall, Val Tika and Afro-Cuban |Speed Kings, tapsters, who open: |"" 41 ouoh suffering from a touch | based on its initial playdate in 
event is, of course, the antics of | 97-7 (5), House Orch (18) di-|Paul & Roberta Brady, comedy 0° laryngitis, Mitchell effectively | ™. Y., is “Streetcar Named Desire” 
loaner’ Wamu ee Bobby et cee caeenee: Retail | °° Shaw & fon’ Vike, Wd sings “Lilly Belle,” “The Roving|(WB). “Rhubarb” (Par) — also 
; : : Side of Street’ (Col). anny aw 7 Y Kind” and “My Heart Cries for | loomed very stout on its first batch 
who divert the irate bulls’ afte: Halo Mexican dancers, and, clos-| YOU," and a zestful curtain-caller | of dates late in the month. | “An- 
tha viens Geaue ten eee 0 Dave Idzal, Fox manager, has got | Trio, Mexican nance den & Co,|0n “My Truly Fair.” gels in Outfield” (M-G), just get- 
ited x© riders nave been tarown. <*ney|a winner in this combination of |ing the bill, Alfred Landon tc] Ralph & Mary C le, dance | ting around, loomed as a substan- 
vite work with the skill of Spanish bull- | entertainers Dagmar is proving to | midget tumblers. Don Albert pit- alph | ary Carnevale, dance |‘) eng ; 

e of fighters in side-stepping the charg- be a heavy draw and the show/men are in there pitching all the duo, enliven the show with take- tial grosser among the new entries, 

have ing brutes while playing the situa- is a solid hour of topflight enter-| way, as they have been through | offs on modern jitterbugs and the It wound up fourth one week dur- 
the tion for laughs. tainment the thick and thin of Palace | historic Charleston kickers of the|ing the past month. 

att, The ea are spotted in sev-| Dagmar projects her personality , vaudery. Trau. ion toecun Wesn'h the bill are the Behave ‘Yourselt” RKO) al 0 

eral trick riding turns, including | on the Fox stage in much the same | . ‘i ‘le, | S24ped up fine to sturdy on initia 

“rr a jumping event with one gal in| way she does on the TV screen, Apolle. N. W. oe oe satirist po ga playdates. “No Highway in Sky” 

’s to Roman-standing over a team of|essaying the dumb-blonde role ex-| sian Getz Orch (12), Edwards = * |(20th), also new, was inclined to 

four horses while hurdling a four- | pertly. She gets her words mixed Sisters (2), Don Bezley, Jacque- ol i Mi j be spotty on first engagements. 

ite foot fence. Captain William Hyer | up amusingly and convincingly. As| jj,» Hurley, The Cardinals (5), ympia, ‘iam . “The Mob” (Col) indicated strong 
evi- ge —t ry a per no a ge og gl figures | Johnny Hudgins, Errol Garner Chico Ma Dolino# fay ey Sis possibilities from first string of 
i Ignt, also score in a horse-danc- | prominently in the dialog. io; “Smuggler’s Gold” (Col). ee Sr, Seer »'S-| dates. “Day the Earth Stood Still” 

—_ ing routine, and some fancy rov-| She says she is a “messy soprano” are; ahtaias ters. Ann Dennis, George Conley,| (oth) js nt so far on its preem 

ae ing stunts are executed ‘by Jim| who sings in the key of “fox trot.” Expert musicianship of topliners | Emil & Evelyn, Les Rhode House | inN.Y 

Pe Askew, Jr., and Rex Rossi. Then, to a chorus of wolfcalls, she | stan Getz and Errol Garner help | Orch; “Warpath” (Par). = an ss ile: datas. aac 
é Also aiming mostly at the kids are proceeds to give a few bars of “I current Apollo layout, which other- , li t thi «| Ani Sacer ype a top nine twice hints 

Harold Gautier’s poodles, spotted | Ain t Got Nobody,” “All of Me” wise adds up to moderate fare. Bill ovew ee Po oS 9 oe a ss 
\TE in a cute turn, although_staying| and “Everything I Have Is Yours.”| j, musically topheavy, dissipating | Wi opiiner oli iY : y 5 ame | tended te b 
on slightly too long For the| Extremely curvaceous in a gold-| impact of the Getz crew and the | added attraction Dolinoff & Raya | urday’s Hero” ({Col) tended to be 
panes. the Marvin Hoover family | colored, strapless on plenty | Garner Trio. Sisters. uneven = —_  giag = Mie 0 
ave a screwball routine with an|of V, Dagmar really is a “messy , ; er’s| The quondam member of the opening big in N. Y. “Millionaire 
rking up-ending jalopy as their chief | soprano,” but no one in the audi- san cetaceans tabanns out inter. | Marx Bros. hasn't played this area|for Christy” (20th) ranged from 

S eXx- prop. ence seemed to mind. | but his stylized technique | in a long time. From aud reaction, | mild to fine on most dates. “Capt. 

oring Vaughn Monroe's orch (a 32-| So much of her act is dependent | 1 oca. the atmosphere of* an in-| he’s bound to be a returnee in the| Fabian” (Rep) is shaping up spot- 

seem ape troupe) has been set for the | on her 40-inch bust, it seems ap- timate nitery for better results. He | Olympia’s playback system. Works | ty thus far. 

from = 14 days, replacing the Lone | propriate Boag = Rg is on gets a neat rhythmic backing from | in genial and any —— a se | “Lost Continent” (Lip), though 

5 " anger as an outside — cabeosians eleeen’ What i wane a bassist and drummer, on such ee Rage M. sa aaaeale’ timing | not shaping too well in some loca- 
: . bs ° ~ “ is @ 4 e ve,” : ° e * a ‘ : é 

vhich thing the video cameras have numbers as a t.” “Sum- adding to sock impact. | tons, did substantial biz In several 

ained P happily missed. It is an anatomical | |! bate poo ety ond Soul *|” Dolinoff & Raya Sisters belt them , Keys: “American Spy” (Mono) did 

, mertime” and “ . ‘ | : . egy 
alladiam, London fact, however, that may detract| bch tune comes across with drive. | with their ingenious ballet-type rou- | kay trade in certain Rey Spee 
be- re London, Sept. 25. from her stage appearances. Garner-winds with the orch back-|tinings and that black-velvet beak. | The River” (UA) hit a near-capac- 
mew Coane at) te Billy| | Jan ee -_ “ a gen ing on a fast version of “Flyin’ | ground illusion finale. Latter tp | 7 eee on its first three weeks 
bus- on Ban , Max Bygraves,| straightman, but also does a solo ” P er brings gasps and steady mitts | in N. Y. 
i Jewel & Warriss, Trio Bassi, Bill itti He | Home. iP my prong “Alice ji derland” (RKO- 
ar, 18 ss, irio si, Billy| that reaps plenty of mitting. He ‘that wind into a begoff | “Alice in Wonderlan 
; Russell, Bentley Sist (3),R i i i h Getz’s crew, four rhythm, four . : : ae ; 
nice , Bentley Sisters , Renee) is a glib-tongued comedian who! es ;Disney) added some_ substantial 
Stran i i a it; brass and four reed, tees off with| Acro-teeterboard work of Emil | ; ; 

1 de Ginte 16), Woolf Phillips sky. | bumenes his, patter much flay an. okay. rendition of “Strike Up | & Evelyn. goes well. Ann’ Dennis |money during the past month, al 

_ Toner eee ad libbed—at the audience in) the ge “i oa cas hy well -- aaa ’ ge Prt | iaeger key city first-runs. “Moon- 
id- -fai shows when he reduces orc |a we assorte r . | le y  first-runs. Mo 

te t bill ' rapid-fire and seldom-fail order. small combo made up of four|George Conley emcees smoothly | light Bay” (WB) was in similar 
contrast to recent bills, cur The Vagabonds deservedly earn ’ : ; “Cattle Drive” (U) con- 

) rent Palladium program is pre-|the biggest salvo of the show with | rhythm and one reed. Getz's tenor | and in own spot offers a fair as-| category. attle Drive” (U 

cominantly British in character.|their comedy songs “Salt,” | saxing oe Ri i Poe gore | pemte me of a ier ee ae os sae oak 
nl “ mer) pe A ; “ »| Hotel” and “Cherokee” to a | standard array o prest | would not go to see St- 
inte te ae manent coe the tan -— a Se dee cae reception. He also handles part stars. Les Rhode and orch fill spe-|ern by adding some solid coin, 

. * has little more than 20 minutes | an = bass player, are | of the emcee chores nicely. | cial spot this week on celebration | “pickup” (Col) also did well in 

-—7 in a show which runs just short] worth the price of admission. The Edwards Sisters open in a|of eighth anni as house — Aud | certain localities to cop runnerup 

aaa of two-and-a-half hours. The rest of the show features | fast-stepping tap turn. Two gals| went for this canto in so g Pm rating twice. “Little Egypt 

in ap- “Sugar Chile’ comes to the| Condos & Brandow, an unusually | work at a solid clip, netting sock | ner. Y- | (U) was on the spotty side but did 

; are Palladium after a socko provincial| good dancing-singing-trumpet-play-| results on their solo challenges. | ay & Della B il are cur- | Well enough to become a runnerup 

tour, and his West End debut|ing - team;~ Juanita (ex-“South! Close to “How High the Moon” | Andy E ee men of Sham-|Pic one week. “Little Big Horn 
ad-to- Shapes as a boxoffice success. This| Pacific’) Hall, who sings “How| interpretation with solid mitt. Don are J ae — id Ron ot on bill | (Lip) added ad ditional coin in scat- 

)-nog- youthful, exuberant exponent of| Deep Is the Ocean?” “Happy Talk” | Bexley, monologist in the ree | ree Pines Ted & Phyllis Rodri-|tered playdates. “Law and Lady” 

Their boogie-woogie rhythm makes up in| and “Bali H’ai,” and the Afro-| slot, is listed in New ay —- = Sa with Henry King orch eom-| (M-G) continued on the disappoint- 

oe = a what oe ag dancing of Val Tika — 4 oe = a pornos ay Gal itinuing on dance music. ing side for the most part, 

in maturity. His unerring | orc . F 
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Persian Room, N. Y. 
(HOTEL PLAZA) 
Kay Thompson & Williams Bros. 
(4); Dick LaSalle and Mark Monte 
orchs; $2 and $2.50 couvert. 





The Persian Room is back for 
another semester in the plush hotel 
nitery scene and Kay Thompson 
is back with the William Bros. It’s 
a good parlay all around. Her re- 
union with the four freres sparks 
t!.. rhythmic singer’s impact anew, 
and the end result also seems to 
be that some of the best items in 
her repertoire remain the old num- 
bers. That includes the “Four 
Lovers” routine; the Noel Coward 
spoof and the show biz fast-patter. 

They have some good newies 
also, all done with rhythm, pre- 
cision and professional savvy that 
indicate thorough schooling and 
painstaking application. The style | 
is standard—Miss Thompson in| 
fancy tailored slacks which enables 
her to work with the same verve 
as any of her male aides, and the 
quartet complimenting the pacing 
effectively. They impart an excite- 
ment that is undeniable, and the 
choice of all their special material 
is big league throughout. “Great 
To Be Alive” is a theme skein that 
isn't overdone but gets across the 
zest of the quintet as they uncork 
“Jubilee Time,” “‘The Ballet Is For 
Me,” and the rest of it. 

Otherwise the Persian Room is 
stet—the affable maitre d’,, Fred, 
at the velvet rope, the same polite 
servicing staff, and two competent 
dance bands. Dick LaSalle reprises | 
with his dansapation and show ac- 
comp, and Mark Monte, per usual, 
makes his Continentals (4) sound 
important with their relief music 
for the Latin and waltz sets. Biz 
boff. Abel. 





Colony & Astor, London | 
London, Sept. 25. 
Hazel Scott, Felix King Orch, 
Sid Phillips’ Band, Santiago Lopez | 
Rhumba Band; Colony: $5 mini- | 
mum; Astor: $3 minimum before | 
11 p.m., $3 cover thereafter. 








Straight from her season at the | 
Palladium, Hazel Scott makes her 
London cabaret bow by doubling 
at these two Berkeley Square 
spots. The intimate cafe atmos- 
phere is a big help and her rhythm- | 





packed personality bubbles through | 
the act. Gal proved a warm favor- 
ite with payees, who were reluc- 
tant to let her bow out at conclu- 
sion of her half-hour stint at show 
caught. 

Miss Scott’s manipulative skill 
at the ivories is beyond question. 
But she shows up as an entertainer 
as much as a virtuoso. Her feeling 
for the music she’s playing infects 
the audience, and she brings to 
several numbers a refreshing vocal 
charm. 

Special arrangements are an in- 
tegral feature of the act. This is 
particularly underlined in her own 
version of a Chopin waltz which, 
though it may displease the long- 
hair fraternity, is surefire at the 
Colony. With “Chicago Fire,” her 
own boogie-woogie composition, 
she underscores her outlook on 
modern music trends. Her two 
final numbers, “Body & Soul” and 
“Tea For Two,” are particularly 
characterized by fancy § arrange- | 
ments which give a new lease on 
life to these standard faves. 

At the Colony, where show was 
caught, the Felix King back- 
grounding was occasionally too 
overpowering. The opening num- 
ber, “Gypsy In My Soul,” was al- 
most drowned by thé accompani- 
ment, Myro. 


Band Box. L. A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 


before and well liked. The gerd 


quartet was in the nature of an 
experiment and paid off big. The 
girl singer is a standard act here 
and Miss Bishop filled it to solid 
returns. 

Kent’s routine follows closely 
the pattern of other solo comics 
who have played here. The trade 
being strongly Jewish, there is a 
decided list to gags in the idiom; 
the big payoff is for the comic to 
interpret to a ringside table of 
goyem, conveniently planted there 
by the captain, what it all adds up 
to in the king’s English. Kent, one 
of the fastest comics on the nitery 
time, has the smart crowd howling 
at his antics, especially a Texas 
number that was toned down con- 


siderably from his bit in the pic- | 


ture, “Disk Jockey.” 

The Sportsmen knew they were 
in a spot where straight singing 
is accepted™but not relished, so 
they added many comedy routines 
that click big enough to crowd 
Kent for the evening’s honors. 
They are all over the place, and 
their clowning is just as formidable 
as their matched melodies. Easily 
the best of the male foursomes. 

The Bishop frill with a trill that 
glides from zephyred whispers to 
a robust shout restores the room 
to sanity and establishes her as a 
thrush with a reckoning-to-come. 
Charles Bagby accomps the Sports- 


| men at the 88 and Bill Howe takes 


over the jingle box at intermish. 
This layout is in for four weeks 
with four more iffed. Looks like 
eight with the Brink armored truck 
making regular calls. Heln. 


Hotel Radisson, Mpls. 
(FLAME ROOM) 
Minneapolis, Sept. 29. 
Larry Storch, Carl Sands’ Orch 
(8); no cover or minimum. 





After a summer of TV appear- 
ances which undoubtedly have 


|enhanced his boxoffice value, Larry 


Storch is playing this swanky room 
for a second time and again reg- 
isters strongly. An _ exceptionally 
funny and clever comedian, he’s a 
source of real joy as he provides 
a half hour of solid entertainment. 
While primarily an expert dialect 
story teller, he unfolds what al- 
most assumes the proportions of a 


| series of real character portrayals, 


all of them highly amusing. 
Aided only by a few such simple 
props as hats and employing skill- 
ful mugging and business, Storch 
creates a silly ass English naval 
captain, a British sports announcer, 
a couple of inebriates and a father 
nervously trying to explain the 
facts of life to his son, each a rib- 
tickler. Some of his stories seem 
familiar, but they’re so well told 
and have such deft twists and 
sock lines that their recital con- 
sistently racks up chuckles, guf- 
faws and even yocks. The per- 
former's own talent for caricature 
seems the main factor in_ his 
success, rather than the material. 
Making its local bow, the Carl 
Sands orch dispenses the guest 
dance musie and plays the show 
so pleasingly that it establishes it- 
self as an asset in the room. Sands 
himself is a good-looking and per- 
sonable emcee who shines, too, as 
conductor and pianist. Room filled 
at dinner show caught. Rees, 


Hotel Bellerive, K. €. 
(EL CASBAH) 
Kansas City, Sept. 27. 
Pinky Lee, Art Devaney Orch 
(35); no cover, no minimum. 





After his recent dates in Eng- 


first home stand and_-his first club 
appearance here in the deluxe 
room of the Bellerive Hotel. 














Lenny Kent, The Sportsmen 
(Marty Sperzel, Bill Days, Jay 
Myer, Gurney Bell), Bunny Bishop, 
Charles Bagby, Bill Howe; $3 mini- 
mum, 





Sammy Lewis must have a sixth 
sense, that of knowing whose 
pockets are stuffed with soft 


tender. His competitors will con- | 


cede that the tabs at this late siop 


of the night owls run higher than | 


any other water hole on the nitery 


circuit. It’s to this fast crowd with | and “Cumina.” He turns the floor 











the second attraction brought in 
under the new no-cover policy. As 


bee the case with his predecessor, 


e pomes the room for the Friday 
night opening. Customers drew a 

rousing 50-minutes of comedy ex- 
| pressed in many manners, but all 
| by the untiring, effervescent, sput- 

tering Pinky Lee. - Casbah looks 
| good for a fortnight of sturdy biz. 
| Opening the show, orch leader 
Art Devaney furnishes some fancy 
| pianistics doing “Bumble Boogie” 


land, comic Pinky Lee makes his | 


He is | 


Hotel Statier, N. Y. 
(CAFE ROUGE) : 
Ralph Flanagan Orch (15), with 
Harry Prime, Rita Hayes, The 
Singing Winds (4); Art Barker 
Trio; $1.50-$2 cover. 


Ralph Flanagan, one of the top 
pullers in the band biz, is back 
at the spacious Cafe Rouge with 
the kind of dansapation that should 
keep*the spot in the black during 
his five-week stand: (Jimmy Dor- 
sey orch replaces him Nov. 5.) 

The orch, which sparked “the| 
return of the dance bands” a few 
yéars ago, is carrying on in the 
tradition which brought the band 
biz to its peak in the 1930s. Flana- 
gan has styled his crew for dan-| 
sapation and it fills the bill com-| 
pletely. The arrangements are} 
| fresh and the solid danceable beat | 
| keeps the floor busy. Songalog is} 
|a good blending of old faves and 
| pops which please both oldsters 
and juves. 

Comprised of seven brass, five 
sax and two rhythm with the 
maestro at the 88, band dishes out 
a rich, rhythmic quality. They de- 
liver each set with a zest that 
projects. . Flanagan’s ingratiating 
personality is another plus. His 
keyboarding is tops, especially on 
“American in Paris,” which the 
crew backs excellently. 

Harry Prime and Rita Hayes 
handle the vocal assignments. Miss 
Hayes, the band’s showpiece, is an 
attractive gal with an okay set 
of pipes, but it’s her looks that 
sell. Prime gets the bulk of the 
vocal chores. His baritoning on 
“Because of You” and “If I Loved 
You” are standout. The Singing 
Winds, quartet drawn from the 
band, are okay on the choral work- 
overs. 

The Art Barker Trio, (bass, 
accordion, violin), takes over dur- 
ing intermissions. Gros. 


Mount Royal Hotel 
(NORMANDIE ROOM) 
Montreal, Sept. 21. 
Carmen Cavallaro, with Jerry 
Vaughn; Max Chamitov Orch (8), 
with Norma Hutton, Hal White 
| Trio; $1.50 cover Sat. only. 














| The ancient wheeze about bring- 
|ing in a headliner to draw biz is 
working out for everyone concern- 
ed around the Normandie Room 
this week. Instead of the two-act 
policy that has been in effect in 
this swank spot in past months, 
the entire budget has been lumped, 
the drawing card is Carmen Caval- 
laro and the results are obvious 
and gratifying. 

Cavallaro is doing two shows a 
night on current stint—each about 
55 minutes, From his opening night 
last Monday (17), the ropes have 
been up for every performance, 
something that hasn’t happened 
around the Normandie for many 
months (particularly on the supper 
show). 

Backed by Jerry Vaughn, who 
acts as orch leader and fills in 
occasionally with guitar for some 
of the maestro’s quieter numbers, 
Cavallaro, hunched over the Stein- 
way in familiar fashion, runs the 
gamut of his piano calisthenics. 
Sliding from a hopped up opener 
of “Jealousy” to a rousing boogie 
to “Claire de Lune,” he winds up | 
with a big all-request session that 
brings the payees into the act 
neatly. : 

Cavallaro’s polished style and 
savvy in picking the standards 
| from both the pop and classic fields 
make him a natural for the mellow 
|} age group which patronizes this 
spot. His personal approach to 
both the piano and patrons is easy, 
never condescending, and his intros 
| are deftly handled. 

Max Chamitov’s orch give Caval- 
| laro socko backing on all offerings 
| and with Vaughn waving the baton, 
| pianist Chamitov has a chance to 

appreciate show for a_ changé. 
Lovely Norma Hutton emcees and 
does chiftping honors during dance 
| interludes, with the Hal White 
| Trio spelling the house orch. 
| Encouraged by present policy, 
| the management has inked Lisa 
Kirk and Dorothy Shay for up- 
coming engagements. Newt. 

















| 





the loose buck that he slants his | over to Lee, who gets going some- | Thunderbird, Las Vegas 
shows — and rarely misses the | what leisurely as he sings “You! Las Vegas, Sept. 26. ° 
mark. : | Wonderful People.” Comedy pace | Tony Pastor Orch (16), Day, 

The _ entertainment formula’ picks up rapidly as he launches, Dawn & Dusk, Kaye Ballard, 
— east beak t Farag eres aed “ dissertation on mangled | Dolores Martel, Stubby Pastor 

at's smart boo or the reaso englis > » is ’Bri , 
ot the taieee Ee Gas | g and the language as she is| Johnny O’Brien, Kathryn Duffy 


pect what Lewis and partner Billy; out his xylophone for a round of 


Gray dish up for them. It looked 
like a tough assignment for anyone 
to follow Gray, Patti Moore and 
Ben Lessy iato the Box, but thanks 
to Lewis’ shrewd appraisal of the 
Spot's clientele, it worked like 
magic. The tee-up had the spend- 
ers standing out on the street in 
queues waiting for tables to be 
vacated. 

For the dialectic comedy he 
brought in Lenny Kent. The music 
is shared by The Sportsmen (J 


not spoke in college. 


“Sabre Dance,” 
‘band on “Tico Tico” and final'y 
, giving out with 
standard style as he terps. 


“Whispering” in! 


Then drags | Dansations (7), with Kathy Powell, 


due to all managements wanting 
full casinos rather than full dining 
rooms between dinner and late 
shows. 

Current opus booked for three 
frames contains music from curtain 
to curtain, meted out in all forms. 
Relief act of some kind could have 
been included somewhere in the 
60-minute package for contrast, 
yet as the kit unrolls, most of it is 
good stuff. 

Tony Pastor is introed imme- 
diately after Duffy Dansations ca- 
vort some kickery and chirp “Hel- 


| lo,” aided by Johnny O’Brien and 


Normandie Boys chanting. Maestro 
rips inio vocalistics of “When 
You’re Smiling,” as good starter, 
then beckons brother Stubby. from 
trumpet section for coupling “Life 
Is So Peculiar.” Band chirp, Do- 
lores Martel, charms with winsome 
appeal during trilogy “Beautiful 
Doll,” “Too Young,’ and “You 
Used to Be My Used to Was.” 

Orch sounds Latin ‘“‘Cubanchero” 
with horn and vocal solo by Stubby 
Pastor, and good rich bite from all 
sections. 

Kaye Ballard’s sortie is a some- 
time too-subtle barrage of song- 
patter hinging on her special tunes. 
At show caught, the striking brunet 
moved in without necessary estab- 
lishment; however, this fault was 
to be corrected later by inclusion 
of a pop. Miss Bailard’s material 
is obviously intended for intime 
niteries, forcing a much broader 
etching to reach far corners of the 
Navajo Room. She possesses solid 
showmanship, unusually clear tim- 
bre in amusing lilts as “Date With 
a Gypsy” and “You Are You” (this 
grabs plenty yocks with its nonsen- 
sical lyrics), and a patter-song, ‘‘Pri- 
vate Life of a Movie Actress,” 
which contains basic tenets for her 
tour de force. Video frames were 
made for such personalities a 
Kaye Ballard. . 

Pastor returns for showcase of 
his songology. Using sly delivery, 
sans. arm waving, he levels batch 
of platter w.k.’s, ‘Don’t Worry 
’Bout Strangers,” “Whoopie.” and 
“Maharajah.” Tablers give him 
plenty reaction. 

Day, Dawn & Dusk—local faves 
—set forth in showstopping sesh, 
opening with “Shortnin’ Bread” to 
become firmly entrenched. Head 
into ‘“‘Way Down Yonder in New 
Orleans” and a mild lift of ““Man- 
hattan Towers.” Quartet from “Rig- 
oletto” sells by-play between Day 
(Bob Caver) and Dusk (Gus Si- 
mons). Pair again garner howls 
with antics in old English madrigal 
“Oh No John.” Georgia camp meet- 
ing shout “Fare You Well” arouses 
audience, and “Cigareets and 
Whusky” tickles all the way. “Dry 
Bones” is good blend,. with best 
known tune, “Circus Calliope,” tak- 
ing them off to ovation. All intros 
are smoothly voiced by pianist 
Dawn (Eddie Coleman). 

Kathryn Duffy Dansations figure 
in finale “Desert Sands” fronting 
Kathy Powell and baritoning by 
Johnny O’Brien. Routine, however, 
comes to life with blond Joy 
Walker’s abandoned gyrations. 
She’s worth wows. Will, 





Blackstone Hotel, Chi 
(MAYFAIR ROOM) 
Chicago, Sept. 27. 
Consolo & Melba, Leo Reisman 
Orch (8); no cover, no minimum. 





Contours of this supper room are 
such that its no-act policy for well 
over a year impressed as a con- 
siderable waste of space. Falling 
wise to this fact, the Kirkeby man- 
agement is_ reingratiating itself 
with the AGVA housing interests 
by installing a dance act and mak- 
ing a pitch to the general public 


mum tabs. 

Despite this, the hostelry’s still 
on a policy of retrenchment rather 
than expansion, since no indication 


budget to match the old days of 
top-name talent. 


which .closed the space for the 


summer, 


for twice-nightly shows. 


of originality. 


some _ graceful lifts, 
mambo dance in slow style. 





no 





This nitery, perhaps more than 
any other on the Highway 91 


|, “The Pinky Lee Story” proves “Strip,” has showcased top bands 


, another round 
; set to music. 
, dancing, doing 


of silly antics, these | as headline draws. Recently, Jimmy 
Then switches to | Dorsey and his wind jammers be- 
Eddie Leonard, Bo- | came focal point in a successful 


jangles, Rooney and others as the. package, and in a matter of weeks, 


customers call them out. 
finally 


Comic the Ray Anthony aggregation will 
closes with a takeoff on his trek to the Thunderbird. Ordi- 


ack own stripper takeoff vi y - i 
Benny's LS/MFT’ers) and a per. pp f virtually beg- | narily, name bands are not sock 


sonable young miss named Bunny 
Bishop. Kent was in the room 


ging off. One of the best comedy 


‘bills the spot has had this season. 


‘ s'¢4 


Quin 


’\Graws in Vegas, vnless accompa- 
nied by marquee personalities. 
Dance. .music , becomes secondary, 


f ,Joy Walker; Normandie Boys (3), ' 
fun in another vein, beating up Jack Martin Five; no cover, 
clowning with the | minimum, 


a closer they do their standard 
“I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles” 
terping as band vocalist Ruth 
Conant intones a subdued lyric 
and a raft of bubbles descend from 
the ceiling. It's their toppiece and 
sets ‘em solidly. Male partner Phil 
Consolo has a thank-you speech 
which might impress on convention 
dates but has no place here. 

Leo Reisman orch backs the 
terpers in canny style and keeps 
the dance floor crowded at the 
intervals. Ruth Conant, who's one 
of the orch’s two keyboarders, fills 


is shown that it will extend its 


For its fall preem the room has 
returned the Leo Reisman orch, 


and has installed the 
ballroom team of Consolo & Melba 
Team 
adequately carries out six numbers 
that set well with the diners, 
though the routines for the most 
part don’t offer much in the way 


_ Best numbers are a polka ses- 
sion,. with the pair engineering 
and a sexy 
For 


Statler Hotel, D. C, 
(EMBASSY ROOM) 
Washington, Sept. 27, 
Russell Nype, Garwood Van Orch 
( be Pong bt coro Thine $1.50 
cover Mon. thr urs ; 
Set, holidays, slainhin 


Back from his short-lived Holly. 
wood experience, Russell Nype ls 
tuning up his tonsils and voca} 
chords before rejoining the cast 
of “Call Me Madam” on Broadway, 

Nype plays it the same in the 
Embessy Room as he did in mu: 
sicomedy—big, boyish grin, horn. 
rimmed glasses, a certain naive 
gaucheness, and a loud, clear sing. 
ing voice to win the opening-nigit 
audience at the Statler, 

Nype’s well-scrubbed, crew-cut 
charm comes across in a nitery 
room, and he holds his audience, 
especially the femmes, with an 
absolute minimum of the kind of 
showmanship expected here. His 
rare efforts at patter and comedy 
don’t add much to the act, and 
rthere’s jiots of room for improve- 
ment in that department. He works 
almost anchored to the centre of 
the dance floor and make little 
effort to move toward the ringside 

ayees. With his attraction for the 
emmes, this might make a very 
good touch for him. 

Interesting gimmick about the 
songs he offers is that the only 
ones he chirps from current Broad- 
way shows are those from “Call 
Me Madam.” He borrows freely, 
however, from defunct musicals. 

Among his numbers are “It's a 
Lovely Day,” “Happy Go Lucky,” 
“If I Loved You,” “You're Just in 
Love,” “I Love the Girl I’m Near,” 
“Surrey With Fringe on Top,” 
“Make Believe,” “Why Do I Love 
You,” “Look for the Silver Lining,” 
‘**Fra-la-la-la.” 

While he gives generously with 
the tunes, there’s so little gab to 
interlard them with that, when 
caught, the entire act, including 
two encores, clocked only 25 min- 
utes. That is very short for the 
Embassy Room. 

Since he is not as well known 
here as in N, Y., he will take a 
little time to build a following; 
but there is no doubt that ‘ne has 
what it takes for this class room. 
Lowe. 


Last Frontier. Las Vegas 
‘ Las Vegas, Oct. 1. 
Willie Shore, Cass Franklin & 
Monica Moore, Jerry Pedersen, 
Jean Devlyn Girl Revue (9), Bob 
Millar Orch (11), Don Baker; no 

cover, no minimum, 








Willie Shore, light-footed mime. 
tops off this sparkling layout. Filled 
with plenty lure for the casino- 
bound spender, entire bill—with 
songs of Franklin & Moore and 
lookers in the Devlyn line—should 
put plenty of people in the right 
frame of mind for dice-tossing. 

The Shore brand of comedy is 
unique in many respects. In spite 
of using the same material put 
forth during last stand this same 
room in February, he somehow in- 
jects enough ad lib sidelights to 
make his act seem fresh. Upon 
opening prance and “hello” tune, 
he embarks ringside to gab a bit, 
tossing in neat quips. Standby 
“McNamara’s Band” opens up a 
terp sesh that displays his uncanny 
feather-footed romps, bringing in 
hefty mitts. Another must is the al- 
ways funny “Pinball Player” in 
semi-pantomine garnering yocks all 
the way. Takeoffs on Ted Lewis 
and Joe Frisco put room in an up- 
roar, and rhumba set with femme 
from ringside delivers solid appeal. 
Donning tam-o’-shanter after roll- 


by eliminating its old cover-mini- ing up trouser legs, gives with brief 


Harry Lauder impresh “Roamin’ in 
the Gloamin’;” followed by nostal- 
gic Pat Rooney trib in chirp-terp 
“Daughter of Rosie O’Grady.” Has 
to beg off. 

Cass Franklin & Monica Moore 
are good-looking team with pleas- 
ing batch of pop and showtunes. 
Counterpoint “I Wonder Why” in 
teeing: off, sequel with “Be My 
Love” and tailor-made “I Like You 
Just the Way You Are.” Parody 
“South Pacific” medley, using spe- 
cial wordage to describe impossi- 
bility of obtaining ducats for same. 
“Not Neeooww” is lifted out of the 
ridiculous with adult finish; “Des- 
ert Song” is straight song exercise; 
revolve into charade intro for Ca- 
lypso “Be Hap-Hap-Happy My 
Love.” Encore is “Sorrento” for 
okay bowoff. 











in on the respites with excel'-nt 
voeals. Mel 


Jean Devlyn Girl Revue sizzles 


forth in curtain-upper with femmes 


in outstanding costumery sporting 


whistle-bait cleavage. Jerry Peder- 


sen chants a fine “September 
Song,” terps with Candy King. Ver- 
satility of lone male is shown In 
finale when he challenges gals in 
a softshoe vs. jazz sequence. Line 
work is constantly being improved 
here, with Miss Devlyn giving each 
gal a chance to solo. 

Bob Miller orch had not mastered 
tricky tempos of Willie Shore and 
line numbers at show caught, but 
after another performance or two 
should give usual capable back- 
grounding... .. os Will. 
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New 


Booking Switches, Hassles Put 
Legit Party Agents Into Fine Lather 


Theatre party agents, accustomed + 





to being in the middle between | 
demanding benefit organizations 
an@-.unpredictable prodtcers, are 
practically apologetic over recent 
concellations, postponements and | 
theatre booking switches of incom: | 
ing Broadway shows. An additional | 
cause of frenay is the increasing | 
number of house seats withheld by | 
producers and theatre manage- | 


ments from party allocations. 
In the case of “Love and Let 
Love,” the Ginger Rogers shows 


currently trying out on the road, 
the party agents are being driven | 
wild by excited benefit organization | 
heads. With an estimated $100,000 | 
in party business at stake, the} 
agents and organization leaders are | 
becoming frantic at day-to-day con- | 
flicting reports that the Anthony | 
Brady Farrell production is coming | 
in as last scheduled, being post- 
poned an additional four weeks or, | 
as the Broadway grapevine rumors, 
is being cancelled. 

The theatre switch involving 
“Paint Your Wagon” and “Top Ba- | 
nana” is just as hectic a mess for 
the party agents. ‘‘Wagon,” orig- | 
inally scheduled to open Oct. 15 
at the Winter Garden, was first | 
postponed until Oct. 29 and then | 
shifted to the smaller-seated Shu- | 
bert. In the case of “Banana,” the | 
Nov. 1 opening date stands, but it 
swapped houses with “Wagon” and 
is now set for the larger Winter 
Garden. 

Because of the ditference in | 
opening dates for the two musicals, | 


and the fact that the theatres in-| currently in release, has finally | abstract work, is a pretty ballet, 
volved have different seating ca-| paid off the cost of the original | visually, but a pretty thin one 
pacities, the mixup in party book-| Broadway production of the Gian- | choreographically. Consisting main- 


ings and benefit ticket sales is 
enough to drive even a hardened 
theatre party agent into the jitters. | 
Meanwhile, benefit organization | 


leaders are howling that the com-|jegit backers won’t share in the|Igor Youskevitch ample opportu- 


plication of recalling tickets and | 


returning money, rescheduling | 


dates and going through the rou-| dium,” presented as a twin bill|sembles do little if anything in 


tine of cajoling patrons into paying | 
the charity rate for seats, is re-| 
ducing their margin of profit. Many 

(Continued on page 74) 





Jose Greco Spanish Co. 
Gets Boff Reception 
In New York Premiere 


Jose Greco’s Spanish Ballet— 
first of the season’s important 
dance importations- -made its U. S. 
bow at the Shubert, N. Y., Monday 
night (1), for a_ boff reception. 
Greco was partner of the late 
Argentinita here, and subsequently 
of her sister, Pilar Lopez, abroad, 
before forming this company in 
Europe three seasons ago. In addi- 
tion to being a colorful, gifted 
dancer, he has a fine dramatic 
sense. His troupe and its program 
therefore present a good theatrical 
production, with style, pace, au- 
thentic flavor and great appeal. 


Program follows the usual Span- 
ish dance concert, with some un- 
usual production numbers for add- 
ed variety. There are ensemble 
numbers, solos, duets, etc., with 
additional piano and guitar solos to 
break up the dance pattern pleas- 
antly. Larger ensemble numbers 
include a gay 18th century piece, 
“Juerga,”’ the stunning Ravel- 
scored “Bolero” to Argentinita’s 
choreography, and a charming 
street scene number in “Old 
Madrid.” 

Troupe of 13 dancers, a singer 
and two instrumentalists contains 
some gifted artists. Greco's heel 
and toe work is especially brilliant 
in the solo, “Danza del Molinero,” 
while his dance style is outstanding 
in the “Bolero.” A young jack-in- 
the-box named Juanele Maya is a 
whirlwind dancer in such virtuoso 
pieces as ‘“Bulerias."” Several 
femmes are also standout, dainty 
Nila Amparo (Mrs. Greco) in such 
solos as “Jota de Alcaniz,” as well 
as the “Bolero;" 
la Goya in the “Bolero” and 
“Juerga,” and La Quica, veteran 
dancer, who is the troupe's ballet 
mistress, in the “Cante Jondo.” 


| screen rights were sold for a flat 


Supporting cast is above-average | pher Fry, and Eugene O'Neill's “La- 
to fine. Troupe is in at the Shu-! zarus Laughed.” The season will 
bert for four weeks, and should do! be rounded out with Young Peo- 
good business. Visit to Boston and| ple’s Theatre offering James Bar- 





Plan Mapped to Aid Legits 


On Subsciiption Drives 


Organization to handle subscrip- | 
tion drives for legit producers and | 
strawhat theatres is planned by 
Ralph Lycett, subscription man- 
ager of the Westport (Conn.) Coun- | 
try Playhouse for the last five 
years, who’s currently arranging 
such a setup for the Parsons The- 
atre, Hartford. Latter spot is due 
to open Nov. 1, under the manage- | 
ment of Philip Langner, Charles | 
Bowden and Nancy Stern. 


After the opening of the Hart-| 
ford legiter, Lycett will do spe-| 
cial subscription work for the The- 
atre Guild-American Theatre So-| 
ciety in various key cities. In early | 
January he will go to Nassau, Ba- 
hamas, where he established a sub- | 
scription setup last winter for the | 
Bahama Playhouse, managed by | 
Langner and Martin Manulis. He’ll 
also form a similar setup in Palm | 
Beach, where the same Langner- 
Manulis-Bowden combo will open a | 
stock company this winter in asso- | 
ciation with Mary Howes. 


‘Medium’ Finally 
Pays Off Via Pic 


| 


Film edition of “The Medium,” | 








Carlo Menotti opera. Fact that the | 


fee, rather than on a percentage 
or escalator basis, means that the | 





returns of the picture, however. 

Original production of “The Me- 
with the same composer's 
Telephone,” cost $30,000. Despite | 
rave reviews it did lean business | 


| the first five weeks, and producers | on 


Chandler Cowles and Efrem Zim- | 
balist, Jr., sank about $20,000 more | 
in the venture. 

Subsequent tour, a British pro- 
duction and a return date at the 
N. Y. City Center earned back all | 
but about $5,000 of the investment, 
but an arena-style production by 
David Heilweil and Derrick Lynn- 
Thomas at the Edison Hotel, N. Y.., 
failed to add any profit. However, 
the screen rights were sold for 
$20,000, bringing $8,000 as the 
show’s share and more than paying 
off the remaining deficit. 


Nine Productions Set For 
Utah Community Theatre 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 2. 

U. of Utah Community Theatre 
has lined up nine productions for 
the coming season. Series will kick 
off next Sunday (7) with three per- 
formances of Noel Coward's “Cav- 
alcade,”’ directed by Dr. C. Lowell 
Lees, theatre director, and chair- | 
man of the speech department, 

The only original slated for pro- | 
duction will be “Hold That Line,” 
musical satirizing college musicals. 
Ray Levy is doing the music, and 
Lees will direct. Show is sched- 
uled for Dec. 5-8. 

“Bell For Adano,” with Robert 
Hyde Wilson and Joseph Catmul’ 
directing, will be shown Feb. 6-9, 
followed by Arthur Miller’s ver- 
sion of Henrik Ibsen’s “An Enemy 
Of The People,” Feb. 27-March 1, 
and “As for You Like It,” April 2-5. 
Lees will direct the Shakespeare 
opus, and Wilson will be in charge 
of “Enemy.” 

Lees is currently negotiating for 
| a professional star to head the cast 
| for the annual spring festival, and 
thinks he may be able to close with 
Lillian Gish or Basil Rathbone. If 
| he lands Miss Gish, he expects her 












































“Miss Mabel.” 

Playbox, experimental side of 
| the theatre, will put on “A Phoe- 
|nix Too Frequent,” by Christo- 


| exceeding $43,000, at a $3.60 top, 


La Jolla ‘Cocktail’ Set 
For Guild Frisco Bow 


SanFrancisco, Oct. 2. 


Launching the Theatre Guild 
season, Lewis & Young will preem 
the La Jolla production of “Cock- 
tail Party” on Oct. 15, at the 1,550- 
seat Curran Theatre, with top set 
at $3.60. 


Set for a four-week stay, the cast 
includes’ Vincent Price, Marsha 
Hunt, Estelle Winwood, Rose Ho- 
bart and Reginald Denny. 


Ballet Theatre’s Biz Up 


To $43,000 Second Wk.; 
New Productions Help 


Biz picked up sharply for Ballet 
Theatre in its second stanza at the 
Met Opera House, N. Y., last week, 
with take for eight performances, 
Tuesday through Sunday (25-30), 





according to the management. Sat- 
urday night was SRO, with several 
other evenings strong, and the 
weekend matinees good. 


Troupe, which had done only 
$22,000 in six performances for its 
first stanza, had advantages last 
week of good weather, no competi- 
tion (with the N. Y. City Ballet Co. 
having ended its City Center run), 
and the impetus of three new 
presentations. 

During its first full week of per- 
formances at the Met Opera House 
ast week, Ballet Theatre  pre- 
sented a world preem in Bronis- 
lava Nijinska’s “Schumann Con- 








certo.” a U. S. preem in Jean Ba- 
bilee’s “Til Eulenspiegel,” and a} 
revival in Michel Fokine’s “Blue- | 
beard.” 


The “Schumann Concerto,” an 


ly of fouettes and other turns, the 
work lacks a sustained line, poetic 
line or practically any line. It does 
give principals Alicia Alonso and 


nity to show off their virtuosity, 
and they do this admirably. En- 











“The | support, and the ballet is on the| have under option. 


dull side. 


the dullish side, with 
Mary Ellen Moylan’s_ superior 
work towards the close; a bit by 
Barbara Lloyd, and _ occasional 
flashes by John Kriza in the name 
part, outstanding.: “Til Eulen- 
spiegel” is the most satisfying, in 
an amusing burlesque of the 
medieval rogue’s pranks, set to the 
Richard Strauss tone-poem, with 
Jean Babilee (doubling as lead 
dancer as well as choreographer) 
showing an excellent comic sense 
as well as dancing skill. 

Babilee and his wife, Nathalie 
Philippart, continue to offer Bal- 
let Theatre’s most stunning work 
in their grim, allegoric ‘‘Le Jeune 
Homme et la Mort,” in which the 
male does some amazing turns and 
leaps. Miss Alonzo is one of the 
great ballerinas in such works as 
“Swan Lake,” and Youskevitch is 
equally brilliant as her partner in 
campus of Union College in near- 
by Schenectady before the war, is 
to do scenes from five of his pic- 
tures. H. L. Garran is managing 
their various pas de deux appear- 
ances. Bron. 


Des Moines’ KRNT Sets 


Heavy Sked for Autumn 


Des Moines, Oct. 2. 

Season for the 4,200-seat KRNT 
Radio Theatre here, which opened 
last Wednesday (26) with a week’s 
run of “Holiday on Ice of 1952,” is 
set with Hildegarde to follow on 
Oct. 9; First Drama Quartet, Oct. 
14 and 15, and “Candida,” starring 
Olivia de Havilland, Oct. 19-20. 
On Oct. 23 the theatre-will pre- 
sent “Rodgers & Hammerstein 
Night” and on Oct. 28 the U. S. 
Marine Band. 

The Sadler’s Wells Theatre Bal- 
let is scheduled for Nov. 10; “Guys 
and Dolls,” Nov. 19-24, and “A 
Member of the Wedding,” with 
Ethel Waters, Nov. 26. Slated so 





tall, graceful Caro-| to do a pre-Broadway showing of | far for December are Ballet The- 


atre, Dec. 5, and “The Autumn 
|Garden,” starring Fredric March 
and Florence Eldridge, Dec. 13. 





Roi M. White, of Philadelphia, 
who's been active in strawhat and 
television work, has been appoint- 
ed assistant professor, in charge 


Philly follows, but stay may be | rie’s “The Boy David.” which was | of dramatics and speech, at Plym- 


extended in N. Y. and subsequent | shown in Omaha last week, “Flib- 
tour widened, judged by enthusi- | berty Gibbert,” an original adapta- 
astic opeming night audience re-| tion of a Hans Christian Andersen 


action, ° Bron. 


story, 


outh (N. H.) Teachers College... 
Paul Vellucci, of Southern Metho- 
dist U. staff, has been appointed 
managing director of the Dalla 


The “Bluebeard” revival is also | 
only | 


ATPAM Preps Strong Barn Drive; 
‘Hearings Set for Mor.-Members 


ys 





Up 10 King & I’ Moppets 
To Chorus $; Retro Pay 


After an extended tussle _ be- 
tween producers Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein and Chorus Equity, 10 
child actors in “King and I” have 
been classified chorus members in- 
stead of extras and have been 
upped to the regular $80 minimum, 
plus about $575 apiece in retroac- 
tive pay. 

After protests from the “King 
and I” company, Equity and Chorus 
Equity officials attended a perform- 
ance of the show, subsequently rul- 
ing that the moppets, who portray 
children of the King of Siam, 
should be reclassified as chorusers, 
since they have lines ani sing sev- 
eral songs. The management pro- 
tested, but after several confabs 


agreed to leave the question up to| 


the Equity council. Latter decided 
on the chorus classification. 


Road Tryouts Due 
For ANTA Series 


ANTA Play Series productions 
this season will probably be given 
out-of-town tryouts before opening 
at the ANTA Playhouse, N. Y., for 
their regular runs. Idea is to break 
in the five shows at the New Par- 
sons, Hartford, presumably on a 
local subscription basis. That would 
keep the whole operation on a sub- 
scriber setup, since the New York 
engagement is already slated to 
have that policy. 

One of the new plays under con- 
sideration for presentation during 
the season is “In the Summer 
House,” by Jane Bowles, drama 
which John Stix and Oliver Smith 
That and the 
Hartford tryout project may be 
among the special announcements 
planned by Robert Whitehead, 
Series managing director, for his 
appearance Oct. 15 at the luncheon 
meeting of the Drama Desk, Broad- 
way legit reporters’ organization. 

Factor in the reported plan to 
use the new Hartford spot for Play 
Series tryouts is apparently the 
subscription setup being organized 
by Ralph Lycett for the local man- 
agement, Charles Bowden, Philip 
Langner and Nancy Stern. For the 
last five years Lycett has been in 
charge of the successful subscrip- 
tion system at the Westport (Conn.) 
Country Playhouse, of which Lang- 
ner is manager. : 

Because of Langner’s connection 
with the Theatre Guild (his father 
is Lawrence Langner, co-supervis- 
ing director of the Guild), most of 
the latter's firm’s Broadway pro- 
ductions are expected to be tried 
out at the Parsons. 


Top Choreogs to Guest In 
Fall With N. Y. Ballet 


Some of the world’s leading 
choreographers have been set as 
guest stagers of ballets for the fall 
season of the N. Y. City Ballet Co. 
The five-week season will begin at 
City Center, N. Y., Nov. 13. 


Frederick Ashton, co-director of 
Sadler's Wells Ballet of London, is 
due in N. Y. next week to stage 
one, and possibly two, works for 
the Gotham troupe. The definite 
ballet is “Tintagel,” to an Arnold 
Bax score. Anthony Tudor will re- 
stage his “Lilac Garden,” formerly 
in Ballet Theatre’s repertoire, with 
Nora Kaye and Hugh Laing, who 
danced the leads for BT, and who 
are now with*the NYCB, set to 
dance the revival. 


Jerome Robbins, due in soon 
from a European vacation, may do 
a ballet for the company. George 
Balanchine will stage a “Swan 
Lake,” to decor by Cecil Beaton. If 
he has time before his fall stint on 
the Sam Goldwyn-Hans Christian 
Andersen film, Balanchine will also 
stage his version of “Til Eulen- 
spiegel.” 

The NYCB will also present a 
spring season in N. Y., with Agnes 
de Mille skedded to choreograph a 
new work fgr it, and Ruthanna 
Boris doing another. Miss Boris’ 
“Cakewalk” was one of last spring’s 














Lyric Theatre. 


hits. 


* Assn. of Theatrical Press Agents 


& Managers will open an intensi- 

fied drive this week to organize the 
strawhat circuit. Besides opening 
| “negotiations” with the Stock Man- 
|agers Assn., the union’s board of 
| governors will hold “hearings” on 
| the cases of certain of its members 
| who operate barns and who refused 
its peremptory order last summer 
| to sign ATPAM contracts. 

In the case of the stock man- 
jagers’ group, a preliminary meeting 
| is slated for this week, with the 
| ATPAM reportedly prepared to de- 
|mand negotiations for an overall 
| contract. Members of the strawhat 
group are generally reluctant in 
discussing the situation, but point 
| out that the organization is a volun- 
tary one, with no power to force 
its members to participate in nego- 
tiations or abide by any contract 
| that might result. 


The barn-managing ATPAM 
members slated to appear before 
the union board include Theron 
Bamberger (New Hope, Pa.), Lewis 
Harmon (Clinton, Conn.), Herbert 
Kneeter (Norwich, Conn.), Richard 
Skinner (Olney, Md.), Sara Stamm 
(Newport, R. I.), Milton Stiefel 
(Ivoryton, Conn.) and Harold Wise 
(Matunuck, R. L.). 


All but Wise reportedly refused 
the union’s order last summer to 
sign within 10 days or be fined 
$200. In the case of Wise, he com- 
plied with the demand, but his two 
partners in the strawhat refused to 
go along and have declared the pact 
illegal. 

Virtually all strawhatters, includ- 
ing those in the SMA and others, 
claim that complete union status 
for the barns would be prohibitive- 
ly expensive. They claim that not 
only the ATPAM, kut stagehands, 
musicians, boxoffice men, scenic 
artists and others are all hungrily 
eyeing the rural circuit, which 
could not possibly support them all. 


(Continued on page 70) 


Tryouts Hype Strawhat 
Interest, But Also Threaten 
B.0., Sez Olney’s Skinner 


Olney, Md., Oct. 2. 

Plays which are Broadway can- 
didates heighten the interest of a 
summer theatre’s season, but don’t 
necessarily make cash register mu- 
sic at the boxoffice, in the opinion 
of Richard Skinner, impresario of 
the Olney Theatre here. This 
Maryland strawhatter has just of- 
fered its biggest lineup to date of 
“‘pre-Broadway” attractions — sev- 
en of the 1951 season’s 16 bookings 
being in that category. 

Olney’s most successful presen- 
tation financially—‘‘The Four- 
posters’ — played two weeks here 
and is definitely slated for New 
York. On the other hand, another 
candidate, “Souvenir from Italy,” 
died in an agony of ill-chosen 
words and gave the strawhatter its 
worst financial black eye. 

Other aspirants for Broadway in- 
cluded the closing show, ‘Music 
in the Air,” which goes.to New 
York and showed a profit; “Pal 
Joey,” which was profitable and is 
slated for Broadway revival at the 
end of the year; “Home at Seven,” 
with Leo G. Carroll, “Border Be 
Damned,” with Eddie Dowling, and 
“Mirror, Mirror” with Kay Francis, 
none of which made money or par- 
ticular headway toward the prom- 
ised land of Manhattan. In addi- 
tion to these seven, Olney Theatre 
played Olivia de Havilland in a re- 
vival of G. B. Shaw’s “Candida,” 
which racked up a nice profit. Miss 
de Havilland plans a long tour of 
the provinces with the opus and 
has expressed the hope that she 
might eventually ride this one to a 
Broadway theatre. 

“Whether you make or lose 





| money on pre-Broadway hopefuls,” 


says Skinner, “depends on the kind 
of critical reception they receive. 
But win or lose, they do add to the 
interest of the season. After all, 
that’s part of our job.” 


D.C. Belasco for USO 


Washington, Oct. 2. 

Work is under way to reconvert 
the old Belasco Theatre into a USO 
servicemen’s club, as it was during 
World War II. Work will probably 
take a couple of more weeks. Since 
the last war the Belasco has served 
as a warehouse of old papers for 
the Treasury Dept. 
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Stage Unions’ Burn 


Erupt; Teamwork Lack Charged *:s:s“i ssSioutst 


smouldering resentment of other + 


Gabriel Heads N.Y. Crix 


Gilbert W. Gabriel, of Cue maga- 
zine, is the new president of the 


Vs. Equity May 


terday (Tues.), succeeding John 
Chapman, of the News. He will 





stage unions against Actors Equity 
may erupt at a meeting today 
‘Wed.) of the Fact Finding Com- 
mittee of the New York Theatre. 
The confab has been called with 
the idea of dealing with the an- 
nounced opening next week of the 
Sunday Night Theatre at the Sut- 
ton Hotel, N. Y. But it’s under- 
stood that representatives of some | 
of the craft unions intend to make 
an issue of Equity’s alleged refusal | 
to cooperate in the organizing ac- 
tivities of the latter groups. 

According to an official of one 
craft union, Equity’s okay of the | 
Sutton Hotel project without con- | 
sulting the Fact Finding eae: | 
tee violated the working agreement | 
between all the legit employee out- | 
fits. He indicated that the action 
apparently was deliberate, since it’s | 
in line with Equity’s refusal to co- 
operate in other union organizing 
attempts in the summer theatre 
field and in dealing with the 
League of N. Y. Theatres. 

A representative of Equity more 
or less confirmed that estimate of 
his union’s position. Informed of 
resentment against Equity’s grant- 
ing off-Broadway status to the Sut- 
ton venture, the Equity council 
member remarked, “It’s the same 
old story—the other unions want 
to ride on the actors’ backs. We 
tried what they call ‘cooperating’ 
with the Fact Finding Committee, 
and the whole off-Broadway move- 
ment, which appeared so promising | 
about two years ago, was almost | 
completely wiped out. | 

“Why should the actors, who! 
have built up summer theatres into | 








a major field of employment, help | 
to saddle it with non-essential | 
union labor that will bankrupt and | 
destroy it? Why should we con- | 
tinue to do the same to the off- | 
Broadway theatre?” | 

Other union ‘representatives on | 
the Fact Finding Committee have | 
been talking about taking “action” 

(Continued on page 74) 








Road Perking as Touring 


Attractions Bow; Balto | 
Preps With Three Stands) tre."As to programs. situation will 


Baltimore, Oct. 2. 

Legit finally got under way here 
this week with Edward G. Robin- 
son, in “Darkness at Noon,” in at 
Ford’s as the first of five plays 
promised under American Theatre 
Society-Theatre Guild subscription. 
Nothing else is immediately on 
deck at Ford's, regular legit stand 
here, but “Peter Pan,” with Ver- 
onica Lake and Lawrence Tibbett, 
will essay a four-day stop begin- 
ning Oct. 10, at the Lyric, local 
concert hall. 

Don Swann’s season of Theatre- 
in-the-round at the Sheraton Bel- 
vedere will start Oct. 16, with ‘Ed- 
ward Everett Horton in “Spring- 
time For Henry.” 





Syracuse Pix House Date 
Syracuse, Oct. 2. 

“Death of a Salesman” is booked 
for Oct. 9-10 at the Astor, with 
Duncan Baldwin and Sylvia Davis 
featured. 

The Astor is the remodeled Em- 
pire Theatre, which was opened 
last year s an independent, for- 
eign-language filmhouse. 


Two For Akron 
Akron, O., Oct. 2. 

Two legit engagements have 
been booked for fall ‘visits to the 
Colonial, Akron. 

“Death of a Salesman” will be 
offered Oct. 19-20, with matinee on 
Saturday; and “Mr. Roberts,” will 
come at a date not vet determined. 





‘Tidings” In Detroit 
Detroit, Oct. 2. 
“Glad Tidings,” starring Melvyn 
Douglas and Signe Hasso, began a 
week’s engagement Monday (1) at 
the Cass. 
The Shubert still remains dark. 


Buffalo Studio Auai 


Buffalo. Oct. 2. 

The Buffalo Studio Theatre is 
celebrating its 25th anniversary 
this season. Founded in 1927 by 
Jane Keller and still under her ac- 
live direction, the Studio, an out- 
Srowth of the Buffalo Players, has 
presented an average of 10 Broad- 
“ay shows each season. Eaeh pro- 
duction runs for a minimum of one 
week, : 





| (29), and will remain shuttered | 


serve one year. | 
Joseph T. Shipley, of the New 


Montreal Gayety Folds Leader Rag Eg Mee WEVD, 
incite We Welle ee 


fof the Morning Telegraph, and Tom 
, Montreal, Oct. 2. | Wenning, of Newsweek, were re- 
After five weeks of trying legit elected for another year as secre: | 
with indifferent productions (Mae | tary and treasurer, respectively, 
West in “Diamond Lil,” Mickey | 
Rooney in “Sailor, Beware,” and 
Jean Parker in “Detective Story’’), 


| , 
the Gayety closed Saturday night | St. Louis Expects Best 
t| Legit Season in Years; 
by the management. Best bet is 
that this legiter will return to bur- 2d House Plans to Bow 


ley; which it has been offering for 
the past years. By SAM X. HURST | 
George Godin, former owner of St. Louis, Oct. 2. | 
the Carrousel and Montmartre! With a 20-week season assured, | 
Clubs here, has been offered a 10-| and prospects bright for a longer 
year lease on the theatre by owner-| one, the 1951-52 legit season ia St. | 
manager Paul Belanger. Louis tees off at the American The- | 
atre Monday (18) with a revival Hl 
| 

| 











until a definite policy is worked out 





Shaw's “Candida,” with Olivia de 


elpe 
Havilland. The one-week stand 
] ing ass e will be the preem of a national 
| tour. 
Manager Paul Beisman of the 


o ¢ ® 9 | 
| American looks for the best local | 
] S al ll y | legit season in several years, and | 


|should the Ansell Bros., owners of 
Something of a headache for the | string of subsequent-run houses | 
management is shaping up in the | in St. Louis and St. Louis County, 
case of the billing attendant on|Convert their Empress, in mid- 
the production of “Faithfully | tow, into a stock company theatre, 
Yours,” incoming comedy co-star- | /ocal observers believe an educa- 
ring Robert Cummings and Ann | tional campaign will be launched 
Sothern. Seems that when con- | t®. make natives more legit-con- 
tracts were being negotiated on the | SC10US. ; 
Coast by producer Richard Kra- The Ansells plan to open the Em- 
keur, both stars were promised top | PFess next month w ith visiting stars 
billing. This necessitated a pro- | ‘9 play the house. Robert E. Perry, 





| cedure of alternating the left hand |formerly of the Municipal Theatre 


spot in daily newspaper ads and, | Assn. production department, has 
in the case of the New Haven open- | been inked as production manager 
ing, dividing up the three-sided | and Alan Green, Municipal Pheatre 
marquee and the single house- assistant stage manager, will aid 














board. Also, two sets of heralds| Perry. The Ansells hope to inau- 
had to be printed, half having Miss | 8¥rate a season subscription policy 
Sothern’s picture on the left and that will assure a financial success. 
the others with Cummings’ face| This would be patterned some- 
there. what after the Playgoers of St. 
Problem, as it concerns the New | Louis, which has a current: mem- 
York theatre (Coronet). where the | bership of 1,300 who subscribe for 
play will be housed, has not yet |}more than 3,000 tickets weekly for 
been solved. as it would mean | ew shows at the American at reg- 
something like a $40 daily charge | ar b.o. prices. The Playgoers, | 
to shift the names back and forth | 0sanized by Beisman, has been | 
one of the mainstays of legit in St. 
Louis, and has been copied in sev- | 
probably be settled on a weekly | ¢’a! other large cities. 
alternating basis. Two-Week Stands 
In its effort to keep legit grow- 
jing, John Cella, owner of the 
LEWIS & YOUNG SET | American, and Beisman invest lib- 
lerally in New York productions and 
LOFT ‘PARTY’ FOR TOUR 2 prime movers in backing 
| George Brandt’s road shows of pre- 
Los Angeles, Oct. 2. vieus season successes. Through | 
Coast producers Lewis & Young) this policy St. Louis is rapidly be- | 
have closed a deal with Mel Ferrer | coming a two-week stand for trav- | 
and Gregory Peck of the La Jolla) eling pieces. 
Playhouse for a western tour of Through Beisman, the American | 
the silo’s production of “The; maintains friendly relations with) 
Cocktail Party.” T. S. Eliot play|the two daily papers and obtains 
was presented at the resort town! much cuffo space devoted to pix 
with Vincent Price and Patricia|layouts and feature stories. On 
Neal toplined. (Continued on page 74) 
Miss Neal was forced to bow out 
because of film commitments and P . 
will be replaced by Marsha Hunt. | 0 S S d 
Estelle Winwood, Harry FEllerbe, pen cenic tu 10S 
Rose Hobart and William Schallert, F L M4 ¥ | fil 
who were featured at La Jolla, re- or egit, eleriims 
main with the production. | New outfit, Circle Scenic Stu- 
Show will be presented under dios, Inc., was formed last week 
Theatre Guild auspices, opening| by Bob Ward, Warren Brady and 
at the Curran, San Francisco, Oct. | Barry Hyams, to build and paint 
15 for four weeks, before coming} scenery for legit. TV, etc. Group 
into the Biltmore here. Deal is|took studio at Edgewater, N. J., 
now being worked out for subse-| across the Hudson from New York. 
quent bookings over the Interstate | with 20.000 square feet on one 
Theatre Circuit in Texas. ‘level. It will have a sound studio 
Norman Lloyd, who directed the’ (60x40) for filming tele shows. 
strawhat version, is also directing | Floor space, where outfit can con- 
the touring company. struct, paint, set up and_ store 
, scenery, provides room for putting 
P Bo ] t ‘Tr ; t ? | up three sets at one time. 
ons WS IS aviata | Ward was with the Shuberts for 
| years, running their workshop and 


Broadway Theatre. He was with 
Paramount before that. He'll do 
estimating and contacting. Brady. 
| who'll supervise construction, was 
|former shop carpenter with the 
| Theatre Guild, etc. Hyams, who'll 
ido selling and promotivn, is legit 


San Francisco. Oct. 2. 

Lily Pons, appearing here Thurs- 
day (4) with the San Francisco 
Opera Assn., will be doing the first 
“La Traviata” in her career, in a 
performance that has stirred much 
interest in longhair circles. Tiny 
diva will repeat the opera with the 
Frisco troupe for its L. A. engage- 
ment, following the run here,-and 
then will launch her busiest season. 
| She'll do a concert tour, working 
east to join the Metropolitan Opera 
|in N. Y. in Decembey, singing in 
revivals of “Rigoletto” and “Lucia” The R.P.I. Field House here has 
|especially brought back for her. booked two dramatic pzackage 
| In January she'll give her first | shows, in addition to its regular 
| N. Y. recital in years at Carnegie} concert attractions. These are the 
‘Hall. then head for concerts on| First Drama Quartet Nov. 30, and 
the Coast and in Hawaii. | Charles Coburn, Dec. 9. 


| Play Series. He'll continue these 
| chores, along with his new duties. 


Coburn at R. P. I. 
Troy, Oct. 2. 














;commissions. In two 


| York. 


As She Preps Big Season also being house manager of the! 


| pressagent, now handling the Rob- | 
|ert Whitehead office and the ANTA 


‘Love Due for B'way Preem Oct. 15: 
Actors Revise Lines, Seek Stager 





| Frank Fay Ordered to Pay | 


Copyist by H’woed Tuners 
Hollywood, Oct. 2. 

Musicians Local 47. ordered 
Frank Fay to pay $374 to George | 
Gordon for work as supervising 
capyist on Fay’s abortive revue, 
“TfYou Please.” 

Show ran a short span _ after 
opening in Frisco last November. 


Union said Fay was given several | 


months to appear before its board 
to explain why Gordon was unpaid, 
but never showed. 


Equityites Fined 
On Agent Fees 


Three members of Actors Equity 
were suspended and fined recently 
for violation of the union's regula- 
tions covering payment of agent 
cases. the 
penalties were suspended, but in 
the third the punishment was en- 
forced. The case occurred during 


'a strawhat engagement. 


The member against whom the 
penalty was enforced is 
Ames. He was fined $500 and 


| suspended indefinitely for collect- | 
ing an agent's commission from | 


the other two, for whom he report- 
edly helped obtain the barn en- 
gagement. The latter pair, Harry 
and George Warren, were fined 


$50 apiece, but the union council | 


voted to suspend sentence on the 
ground that the two actors were 
unfamiliar with Equity rules. All 
three are also members of the 


, American Guild of Variety Artists. 


Ames, whose 
fine were enforced, protested the 
decision of the Equity council and 
threatened to appeal the matter 
to the union membership, but sub- 
sequently reconsidered 


BARN MGRS, PREP MEET 


TO HYPO MEMBERSHIP 


In an effort to expand its mem- 
bership, particularly to cover the 
smaller strawhat stands, the Stock 


| Managers Assn. will hold a week- 


end meeting Oct. 12-14 in New 
Non-member barn opera- 
tors are especially invited to the 
confab, which will elect two re- 
placements to the SMA board of 
directors, representing spots not 
having a guest-star policy. 

With the sessions extending over 
a three-day period, it’s figured 
managers of theatres in the mid- 
west and farther away may be able 
_to attend. An effort is also being 
| made, with St. John Terrell head- 
ling a special committee for the 
‘purpose, to enlist members from 
the musical tent field. And _ be- 
; cause of the longer meeting, it’s 
| hoped that there will be time to 
i discuss all questions raised by 


those present, instead of having to | 
former | 


|limit the agenda, as at 
| gatherings. ‘ 
| Henceforth, the plan is to hold 
two full-scale meetings a year, one 
lin the fall, as soon as convenient 
| after the close of the strawhat sea- 
son, and the other in the spring. 


| It’s expected that one of the prin-! 


‘cipal subjects due for considera- 
tion of next week’s confabs will be 


|}union efforts to organize the barn: 


circuit. Other matters likely to 
receive major attention are star 
salaries, agents, author royalties 
‘and Equity regulations. 

The two new board members to 
be elected will replace Martin 
Manulis and Lee Falk, resigned. 
John Huntington is president of 
the organization. 


lan Keith’s ‘Lear’ 
Chicago, Oct. 2. 

Ian Keith will head a non-pro- 
fessional cast in the Loyola Com- 
munity Theatre presentation of 
“King Lear” here Nov 
Equity eouncil gave approval for 
the stint, and Jack Bettenbender. 
‘head of the Loyola College drama 
department will stage. Eugene 
O'Sullivan will come in from New 
York to assist in the production. 

Group will give a snecial free 
matinee for ail Chicago English 
i teachers. 


Harry | 


suspension and | 


11-17. ' 


* “Love and Let Love,” Ginger 


Rogers starrer, will probably open 
Oct. 15 at the Plymouth, N. Y. The 
Louis Verneuil comedy received 
encouraging notices in Boston, 
where it opened Monday night (1) 
for a two-week stand. Final deci- 
sion bringing the Anthony Brady 
Farrell play to Broadway was due 
last night (Tues.), after contabs be- 
tween Ben Segal, Farrell's general 
manager; Lee Shubert, operator of 
the Plymouth, and Verneuil’s attor- 
ney. 

Verneuil, who returned to New 
York about a fortnight ago. while 
the show was in Philade!phia, re- 
portedly wants to close it out of 
town. Miss Rogers, with a substan- 
tial financial stake in the produe- 
tion, plus a determination to go 
through with the venture now that 
she has come this far with it, is 
said to favor bringing it to Broad- 
;way, and Shubert agrees with her. 
Farrell has agreed to do whatever 
Segal, in conjunction with the 
others, recommend. 
| The situation at press time yes- 
| terday apparently hinged on the at- 
| titude of Verneuil and his attorney. 
Although the playwright lacks the 
right to close the show, he is pre- 
sumably empowered by the terms 
of the Dramatists Guild contract to 
prevent any unauthorized changes 
in the script. Since some revisions 
are figured essential, the author 
might thus force the show's closing. 

With Verneuil no longer on the 
scene, Miss Rogers and the two 
| featured leads, Tom Helmore and 
Paul McGrath, are said to be re- 
phrasing many of the lines of the 
play, Which was translated by the 
author from his own original 
French. John Larson, a production 
|associnte of Farrell, is standing by 
to make staging suggestions. How- 
;}ever, an attempt is understood be- 
ing made to persuade Moss Hart or 
some other name director to do a 
| quick restaging job 

If necessary, the production 
would be kept on the road a week 
or two longer, either in Boston or 
in Detroit, Cleveland or elsewhere, 
for that purpose. A tentative sug- 
| gestion that the show be token to 
Chicago for a four-week run has 
japparently been discarded. 
| The production, which was capi- 
talized at $50,000, reportedly rep- 
resents an investment of about 
1$70,000 at the moment. That in- 
{cludes about $10,000 in bonds and 
| deposits, but does not take into 
| account Operating profits of around 
$15,000 for the five week’s tour 
thus far. 


Hartferd Hones to Get 
Back on Lezit Map Via 
New Parsons Theatre 


By ROBERT H. ECHELSON 
Hartford, Oct. 2. 
| This city—once a top legit try 
out town—may soon be back on the 
|map as a pre-Broadway test spot. 
/Plans are under way to bring in 
|several new plays for tryouts at 
| the New Parsons Theatre ‘formerly 
lthe Center Theatre). 

On Nov. 1, the house, a 1,170- 
seater, tees off with a four-day stand 
of a newcomer, “Nina,” with G'oria 
Swanson, David Niven and Alan 
Webb. The three-character French 
comedy, adapted by Samuel Taylor 
| from the French of Andre Roussin, 
starts rehearsal in New York Oct. 
6. John C. Wilson will produce, 
/With direction under Gregory Rat- 
off. Following the “Nina” stand, 
there will be approximately 20 
shows, via the road company route, 
during 1951-1952. 

Understanding here is that the 
first five plays will all be Broad- 





‘Continued on page 74) 


Dorothy, Shubert Import, 
| Set for Brit. Rehearsal 


London, Sept. 24 

Jack de Leon's “To Dorothy, A 
Son.” the Garrick Theatre hit, 
which has been acquired by the 
Shuberts for Broadway, goes into 
rchearsals in three weeks, with 
production skedded tor middle 
| November. 

Jake Shubert cabled de Leon to 
try and get Nigel Pa‘rick for the 
lead. But the actor turncd down 
the offer due to previous film com- 
mitmen and now it’s ““kely that 
Derek Farr will take the role, 


so eee er 
ee 
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~ Plays Out 


Faithfully Yours 


New Haven, Sept. 26. 

Richard W. Krakeur production of com- 
edy in two acts by L. Bush-Fekete and 
Mary Helen Fay, based on play by Jean 
Bernard-Luc. Stars Ann Sothern, Robert 
Cummings; features Glenn Anders. Staged 
by Richard Whorf; setting, Paul Morrison. 
At Shubert, New Haven, Sept. 26, °51; 
$4.20 top. 
Vivian Harding ae Ann Sothern 
Thomas O. Harding....Robert Cummings | 





THANE. Cave saw wcwsien Victor Wood | 
Susan . ..eeee+.Marguerite Gould 
Dr. Peter Wilson....... Glenn Anders | 
Betty view ween se . Eileen Erskine | 
Miss Parker ........ 

Gracie rere eS Cr 

Joyce i Beverly Whitney | 


Vera ‘ RS Barbara Barondess MacLean | 


Just to disprove that old “never | 
the twain shall meet” adage, a suc- 
cessful Parisian play called “The | 
Philemon Complex” came from the | 
east, a pair of successful film play- | 
ers came from the west, and they | 
have met in what can be a success- | 
ful Broadway comedy titled ‘‘Faith- | 
fully Yours.” This optimistic ob- 
servation is predicated on the basis 
of necessary script revisions and | 


of Town 


it in a refurbished, rechristened 
version to the plushier metropoli- 
tan trade. For all its airy story 
line, automatically. motivated plot 
and modicum of dramatic sub- 
stance, it manages by a spate of 
catchy lines and the suave, polish- 
ed performances of its featured 
players to be an agreeable evening 
of fun. 


The plot, while not noteworthy 


Doreen Lang | With enough bright bon mots toOjously belongs to the 
...Florence Sundstrom | give the proceedings a deceptive | Prinee”’ era. 


surface glitter, which enables it 
to pass readily as middie-range 
comedy. 

Steve Whitney (Douglas), former 
globe-trotting columnist and now 
editor-in-chief of a national maga- 


| zine, Brief, is about to marry Ethel 


Nash (Haila Stoddard), its owner 
and publisher, when Maud Abbott 
(Miss Hasso), a stage and picture 
star with whom he had a pas- 
sionate, extra-curricular affair 20 
years before, shows up en route to 


into his Ziegfeld Theatre, N. Y., 
Oct. 8. A 

The 19 years since the original 
unveiling of this Kern-Hammer- 
stein musical haven’t dimmed the 
charm of much of its graceful 
music, but there is a general air 
of pressed flowers and faded rib- 
bon about the opus. It keeps re- 
minding people that a lot of water 
has flowed under the bridge since 
1932, ang that “Oklahoma” 
changed the whole course and 
tempo of the American musical 
| comedy. 





'Edendorf, Switzerland, and _ the 
plot detail about writing an annu- 
al musical for a Swiss theatre, go 
back long before television, sound 
films and the atom bomb. 

One must take into considera- 
tion the fact that ‘‘Music in the 
Air,” as presented at the Olney 
here, suffers three handicaps it will 


| 





Inside Stuff—Legit = 


Producer-director John Houseman’s article in the current Harper’s 
mag, “The Critics in the Aisle Seats,” includes a brief account of 
Variety’s Critics’ Boxscore, with a tabulation of the 1948-49 season. A 
reference to the “suppression” of the feature last spring is misleading 
however, since it suggests that the decision to discontinue the critica{ 
ratings was pressured from without. Not only was the decision inde. 
pendently made by Variety, but this publication has since stated that 
it is ready to resume the boxscore if the critics ever show a tendency 


|to resume the sort of double-talk reviewing that led to the start of the 
|feature. In general, while Houseman’s article offers little that’s new 


} 


| 
| 


While the program says the time | to the trade, it’s a fair, realistic appraisal of the influence of the critics 
for its originality, is decked out js “the present,” the musical obvi-| and the styles of individual aisle-sitters. 


It’s presumably an extract 


“Student | trom a book Houseman is writing about show business. 
The often slow-paced | 


scenes and bovine peasants of | 





Backers of the Paul Vroom-Irving Cooper production of Arthur 
Carter’s “The Number,” include theatrical attorney Edward E. Colton, 
souvenir program agent Kal Efron and attorney Alexander E. Racolin, 
$375 each; attorney Benet Polikoff, $750; talent agent Jack Bertell, 
$1,000; producers Barnard Sachs Straus and Saint Subber, $1,500 each; 
Isabel Juergens, sister of the show’s director, George Abbott, also the 
latter’s daughter, Judith Abbott Clark, and Abbott’s nephew, company 
manager Carl Fisher, $3,000 each; co-producer Cooper, $4,350; Billy 
Rose and co-producer Vroom, $4,500 each; Abbott’s brother, Burwell 


not have in New York—the sum-|M, Abbott, $6,000, and legit angel William G. Costin, Jr., $13,500. The 
‘mer theatre stage 1s much t00 | venture is capitalized at $75,000, with no provision for overcall. 


|small for ensemble numbers; the 


possible cast improvement. The|an engagement in a neighboring | modest summer stock sets are a far 


material is there for generally ac- 
ceptable entertainment. 

Returning to legit after a lengthy 
spell in Hollywood's shadowland, | 
Robert Cummings and Ann Soth- 
ern have picked a vehicle that’s | 
lighter than a gnat’s eyelash. But | 
it can be made just frivo'ous and 
appropriate enough to their talents 
to swing it into the click columns, 
after they jettison the duller pas- | 
sages. Built around the subject of | 
psychoanalysis, script whips that 
subject up into an amusing froth. 
At present, the laugh content is 
not overwhelming, but there's 
enough foundation to give it a bet- 
ter than even chance. 

At the first decade milestone of 
a happy marriage, Vivian Harding 
thinks she detects signs of strange 
behavior in her husband. Unknown | 
to her spouse, she consults a mind 
medic, who agrees to treat her hus- 
band “by proxy” through the wile. 
Complications crop up when the 
shoe shifts to the other foot and 
Harding thinks that Vivian is slip- 
ping a few cogs. There's some | 





band's cure’ involves 
ence” of his love for her to three | 
of her girl friends, and there's a | 
side issue of the doctor being on | 
the make for Vivian, but the cross | 


| 


threads unravel satisfactorily in | 
time for curtain. 

Leads provide a background of 
high polish for their chuckle-rais- 
ing mancuverings. Cummings 
breezes his way through the role of 
the spouse who is given unsuspect- 
ed guinea-pig treatment, and he 
does a skillful job of working up 
his laughs. Miss Sothern matches 
an attractive appearance with gen- 
erally dextrous thesping. A fault 
to be overcome, however, is a ten- 
dency to laugh along with the au- 
dience when she, as a character, is 
meant to be serious. On femme 
finery, she makes more changes 
than a chameleon, with overall eye- 
filling resuits. 

Glenn Anders’ version of the 
medic, who believes in doubling up 
on the use of his psychoanalisi 
couch, is a case of misp!aced tal- 
ent. A capab'e actor in more fit- 
ting roles, he essays ineffectiveiy 
a part that requires a more wolfish 
approach. Vicior Wood and Eileen | 
Erskine make an efficient pair of 
house servants. Balance of sup- 

ort, larscly bits, is well handled | 
& Doreen Lang, a secretary, and 
family friends Marguerite Gould, 
Florence Sundstrom, Beverly Whit- 
ney and Barbara Barondess Mac- 
Lean. 

A fine penthouse living room set 
provides an attractive playground 


\ 








for this romp. And romp is the | his adroit direction. 


correct word for Richard Whori's 


staging. Somehow he manages to | “Tidings” somewhat resembles in| When a song was being borrowed 
have genteel people retain a fair | treatment and tempo, can develop |-"0M another musicomedy, Ham- 


share of their gentility even under 


| 
farcical circumstances. Plot is ex: | 


pounded via a combination of nar- 
rative technic and actual playing. 


Miss Sothern is used onstage and | survival. 


as an offstage voice to untold a 
first-person telling of the tale. 
Bone. 


‘ 2 = 
Gilad Tidings 
Buffalo, Sept. 27. 

Harald Bromley presentation of ccmedy 
fm three acts by E:iwerd Mabiey. Siars 
Melvyn Douglas, Signe Hasso; feattires 
Haila Stoddard. Siaged by Doucias; set- 
tings by William and Jean Eckhari:; cos- 
tumes supervised by John Derro. At Er- 
langer. Bufialo, Sept. 28, °51: $3.60 top. 

Mrs. McDonald a r 


Ethel Nash Haila Stoddard 


Or ee James Heavcerman 
Steve Whitney ......... Melvyn Doulas 
pe rere ree Ann Sturgis 
BE AMOR. oc cccesceens Sitne Hasso 
Cre MUS. oc teccccass Patricis Bono’ 
Ds eee Rudy Bond 


Terry Abbott............ Henry Garrard 





In “G'ad_ Tidings,” Melvyn 
Douglas has a pretty cov liitte 
comedy item on his hands. Having 
squired this fluffy script around 


the cowpsths this summer (at first | 


under the rather porto-’'o 1s title 
of “Sacred and Protave”’), ™ouslas 
and Signe Hasso are now offering 


/summer theatre. She is accom- 


panied by her teenage son and 
daughter and her personal man- 
ager-agent. 

The travel-lustful Whitney had 
walked out originally to fill an 
assignment in China and had never 
bothered to look her up since. 
One look at her this time and he 
is eager to resume their old affair, 
particularly when he learns from 
her, with much comedic panoply, 
that the daughter is his own. Miss 
Nash attempts to destroy the re- 
budding romance by casting doubt 
upon Whitney’s fatherhood of™the 


girl, but by this time he _ has| 
| become strongly attached to the 
| youngster and also to the boy, who 


was legitmately fathered by his 
immediate successor in Miss Ab- 
bott’s affections. 


After some bouncy goings-on in | 


cry from the richer, more elaborate 
|one which will dress the show in 
| New York; and finally, the pit con- 
tains two pianos instead of a full 
orchestra. ; 

This unholy trio, however, is not 


responsible for the undeniable lav- | 


ender and old lace flavor. 

Book deals with a visit to Zurich 
| by a walking club of the village of 
| Edendorf. Club includes’. the 
| schoolteacher who is in love with 
|a naive, cornfed lass whose papa 
|teaches music. They visit a well- 
| known music publisher with a song 
| written by papa and the school- 
|teacher. Boy gets caught up with 
a sophisticated operetta prima 
|donna and his girl is naturally 
|mixed up with the star’s equally 
|sophisticated boy friend, who 
writes and directs musicals. 

For a while the innocent girl is 
selected to play the lead in a new 


| 


| 
| 





which the actress gives Whitney | musical but, in the end, the coun- 
the cold-shoulder due to his ques-| try folks go back to the country 
tioning of his fatherhood, and in and the jaded city folks get to- 


which he befriends the boy, who 
has drunk himself into a compris- 


ing situation with Miss Nash's | 
amusing business when the hus- | young niece, it is all patly ironed | formances. 


be taking up again with Miss 
Abbott. 

Douglas enacts the suave jour- 
nalist with obvious enjoyment, 
bringing a deftly-paced sense of 
timing and touch to the role. Miss 


Hasso, although perhaps not ideal- | 


ly cast, does extremely well by 


the flamboyant heroine, projecting | 


the role in bravura outlines and 


brushing it in with sweeping | 


strokes of broad comedy, a portrait 


|}in which her throaty contralto 
stands her in good stead. Her | 


comedy lines are wound up from 
the floor and delivered for Sunday 
punch effects. 


Rudy Bond's original contribu- 
tion of the star’s actor-manager is 
a novelty characterization which 
is good for laughs. Patricia Benoit 
and Henry Garrard, as the daugh- 
ter and son, are neatly fitted into 
the mis-en-scene, and Miss Stod- 
dard makes an eye-some, believ- 
able lady-publisher for whom a 
writer like Douglas might go if a 
Hasso were not around. 

Settings of the Eckharts are 
scarcely better than average but 

ve production is conspicuously 


| gether again in the city. And, natch, 
| papa gets his song published. 

“Music” offers two standout per- 
Dennis King does a 


“transfer- | out by Whitney courageously tell-| highly polished job as the rakish 

ing off his lady publisher-boss, | 
| taking proud possession of the two 
| children and indicating that he'll 


playwright and producer, Bruno 
| Mahler, and Charles Winninger 
|gives out withh the schmalttz as Dr. 
Walther Lessing, the village music 
teacher and composer of “I’ve 
Told Every Little Star.” Jane 
| Pickens is only a step behind as 
Frieda Hatzfeld, the operetta star. 
| Her singing is tops and she gives 
the musical its only touch of sexi- 
ness. However, she does not de- 
liver to the role all the tartness 
|which it calls for. Conrad Nagel 
| does a smooth job as Ernst Weber. 
|From that point the level of the 
cast moves down. 

While she sings well, Lillian 
Murphy fails to come across to the 
audience with any degree of sym- 
pathy as Sieglinde Lessing, the 
country maid who gets a very brief 
taste of being a prima donna. This 
part must be tightened consider- 
ably. Mitchell Greg proves a very 
adequate Karl Reder, the school- 
leacher, 

Only one real change has been 
made in “Music in the Air.” Kern’s 
“All the Things You Are” has 
| been borrowed from “Very Warm 
for May” and added to the second 
act scene in which Frieda prepares 
,to leave the show flat and take a 
train for Rome. It adds consider- 
able zing to the scene. 





over some of its more rugged spots, | of their original freshness and can 





ay Sapoin ton} 


well-lighted. Douglas’ staging is The top numbers of the original 
one of the strongest assets of the | musical score, “I’ve Told Every 
proceedings, the halting pace of | Little Star,” “Hill Beyond a Hill,” 
parts of the action being helpedjand the “Song Is You,” retain all 


particularly in the second act, by | hold their own in any present-day 
company. 
lf “Affairs of State,” which| One wonders however, why, 


into a boxoffice success, this one,}™erstein did not also update the 
with some further arduous buffing 00k to give the show the topical 
and polishing, should have ‘at least flavor it lacks. Lowe. 
an equal chance for profitable 
Burt. 








Tin Pan Alee 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 


Frances Douglass Cooper production of 
—- bg aed in ~— acts (seven scenes), 
esi e: wi ook, musi ric . 
musical revival in two acts (10 scenes). | ners and Ele Gat ned mdditione) 

music by Jerome Kern and book 21. | dialog by Cornelia K. Dresser. Directed 
| yates by Oscar Hammerstein 2d. Stars | by Frances Locker; vocal arrangements 
} —! a oS pg ry tevin | aon reper Clark; choreography, Mickie Ann 
, © ; es Lillion rown; musical direc ° ; 
> pe fer iege: + 2 Greg. pages by Oscar | settings and Wits, laces tee 
Li: rs ;. musica irector, Mau- | Cs { sept 
rice Levine. At Olney (Md.) Theatre, Sept. | Si; OOu ee ee 


Musie in the Air 
Olney, Md., Sept. 25. 


Reginald Hammerstein production of 











Deal is being mulled whereby La Jolla Playhouse, Coast strawhatter 
operated by Mel Ferrer, Gregory Peck and other film names, would 
present four plays at the N. Y. City Center during the coming season. 
Ferrer comes east to finalize details as soon as he finishes his current 
screen role in “Scaramouche.” Present plans call for presentation of 
“The Importance of Being Earnest,” with. Dorothy McGuire; “The 
Second Threshold,” starring Raymond Massey, Jane Wyatt, Mildred 
Natwick and Hurd Hatfield; “Ring Around the Moon,” with Diana 
Lynn and Ferrer; and “Here Today,” toplining Eve Arden. Each was 


presented at La Jolla this past season. Ferrer would repeat his direc- 
torial chores on “Earnest.” 





A year ago, when the Greek Theatre, L. A., wound up its fifth sea- 
son with a smashing $550,600 gross for 11 weeks of ozone operations, 
Gene Mann appeared to be the Coast legit producer with the hottest 
continuing prospects. Last week, in court, he listed a watch, a ring, 
some bad debts and $27 in cash as his only assets. In the interim, he 
had sold his piece of Greek Theatre productions and functioned only 
as an employed producer for the outfit, which this year branched out 
to include a season in San Francisco. Local take for the 1951 season 


| hit only $392,000 and the deficit, between the two operations, reached 


close to the $250,000 mark. 





“The Keys to Broadway,” $1 booklet guide for would-be legit actors, 
has been issued by Joan Marlowe and Betty Blake, publishers of the 
Theatre Information Bulletin, weekly dope-sheet of current and future 
Broadway production. The 42 pages of editorial text include a map of 
the Broadway area: lists of history, biography and technical theatre 
books (but omitting the standard “Burns Mantle Best Plays,” for in- 
stance); available living quarters; names, addresses and phone numbers 
of agents and producers; off-Broadway groups; strawhat theatres; 
methods of earning extra money; ad agencies and producers in the 
radio-tele field, and a glossary of legit terminology. 





Group of backers of a Chinese restaurant in West 45th Street, N.Y., 
last week received the following notice from the management, “We 
have opened to good reviews, have an obvious audience pleaser and 
have settled down to a long and prosperous run. There will be no 
overcall and no road companies.” Manager of the spot is Jack Koritzer, 
former Theatre Guild accountant, and the backers include company 
manager Jackson Schlissel, pressagents Arthur Cantor and Joseph 


Heidt, stage manager John Cornell, master carpenter Abe Kurnit and 
property man Martin Fontana. 





A South Korean girl, Young Sook Chang, studying in this country 
on a Rockefeller Foundation grant, has been taken on as a special ap- 
prentice for the year by the Erie, Pa., Playhouse. She’s not going in 
for acting but will be an administrative apprentice looking into the 
business operations of the community theatre. Idea is to establish 
something of the same kind in her native country if conditions ever 
permit. Miss Chang will report at Erie late this month. She’s been in 


this country for more than a year, having received a master’s degree 
last spring at the U. of Michigan. 





“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” currently at the Palace, Chicago, is 
running into all sorts of censor trouble, Before the musical opened it 
had advertising pix nixed on grounds that the girls weren’t covered 
enough. Latest blast, although not directly named, was the chiding 
that Cardinal Stritch of the Chicago Catholic diocese issued last week. 
Another phase was the pulling of all the two and three sheets, which 


had the undraped females, and which were replaced by simple an- 
nouncement sheets. 





_ Howard Barnes, former legit-film critic for the N. Y. Herald Tribune, 
is freelance lecturing and magazine writing. He already has 15 plat- 
form dates in the east, although he was first submitted only a few 
weeks ago by his agent, Roxanna Weils. Additional dates in the east, 
plus additional ones in the midwest for next spring, are being set. 
Instead of regularly covering Broadway for The Reporter, the former 
critic is_ merely writing a single article for the fortnightly opinion 
mag. His literary agent is Mark Hanna. 





school. Television-surfeited neigh- , 
bors might buy it at the 60c oetee Two Weeks Dela y to Fall 
here, but it has no chance else- Opening of Pitt’s Nixon 


h A 
where Pittsburgh, Oct. 2. 


Thin book revolves around an i , oni " 
all-night video show whose deejay Nixon Theatre’s anticipated ear 


: : ly start this season was nipped in 
€ 
fovers. “Dialog if wosfullgeneak, |e bud when “Black Chiffon” 
andi 4 *| which was to have opened last 
Seah Bae te on fee Heme night (ten.) hed to be coneciled 
er Irene—lI’v e - ° 
ing to tell her goodnight 7 on account of illness of Mady 
hours.” The score is too familiar. | Christians. Although Sylvia Sid- 
Frances Locker’s stilted direction peed was immediately signed to s 4 
enced cast, of whom only Manilyn | couldn't get up in the role in time 
ast, n ari 
Bonney seems at home on pe ng to keep the scheduled booking in 
Staging includes an obvious take-| Pittsburgh, and “Chiffon” as a re- 
off on Josephine Baker’s routining | sult will have to play here later. 


and the repeated device of having : . 
performers toss things lightly into Since nothing had been slated 


the audience. . Latter could easily for next week, Nixon will have to 
give an audience dangerous ideas. | Wait now to get going until Oct. 
Kap. 16 when “Peter Pan,” with Veron- 

ica Lake and Lawrence Tibbett, 
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The old saw “they never onus | There’s nothing in the . book, 
beck” wasn't written about plavs, | score or cast of this new musical to 
but it seems to fit “Music in the | offer competition to anyihing but 
Air,” which Billy Rose plans to put/the annual effusion of a high 








Jack Hylton is bringing over to Comes in. “Pan” gets going on a 
, London the Latin American Ballet, Tuesday night, but will make up 


° for this with an extra matinee on 
| currently appearing at the Theatre | Friday (19). 


|Marigny, Paris, to replace “Take | Nixon will be managed this year 
It From Us” Oct. 17 at the Adel-| by Bill Blair, who had the house 
for the final few shows last season. 


phi, for four to six weeks, 
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Toronto Legit Season Looks Good: 
Managers Have to Dig Attraction 


By BOB McSTAY + 


Toronto, Oct. 2. | 

That legit managers must ener- | 
getically go all out after attrac: | 
tion dates, rather than wait for! 
some booker’s phone call as to an} 
available dark week for pencilling 
in. is evidenced in the forthcoming 
season’s lineup already closed by 


Ernest Rawley, manager of. the| 
Royal Alexandra here. While he 
has the UBO (United Booking 


Office) franchise as booking back- 
bone, R*wley has augmented this 
by travelling to New York and Lo". | 
don to line up additional attra- 
tions and, for the forthcoming sea- 
son, has been successful in assem- 
bling a schedule that should keep 
his theatre maintaining the long 
operating runs of the past decade 
at this house. 

Apart from American attractions 
and sequel to his last London trip, 
Rawley is now completing imme- 
diate deals with such British revue 
stars as Tommy Trinder and Nor- 
man Evans, to supplement such 
otherwise dark weeks .eft available 
by American companies that just 
are ..ot touring. On present possi- 
bilities, Trinder will bring over to 
Cinada a two-week variety bill to | 
open at the Royal Alexandra | 
Christmas Day. Under present 
plans, Norman Evans is to follow | 
with a fortnight at the Royal, plus | 
a Montreal engagement and a four- | 
week Ontario tour of split weeks 
and one-nighters. 

Royal Alexandra season got un- | 
der way a week ago (24) with 
“Death of a Salesman.” Current 
week is dark but is followed by 
“Mr. Roberts” for a third visit, 





} 


the previous two being highly suc- | ported back to his union that a 
cessful. Apart from the UBO book- | number of singers in the troupe are | 
ing setup, Rawley on his recent | paying commissions of 10% 


London trip has the Sadler's Wells | 


Theatre Ballet in for week of Oct. | 


15; with the Great Doctor Norton, | 


Australian hypnotist, scheduled for | rules 


the week of Oct. 22. 
national company follows week of 
Oct. 29. Edward G. Robinson in 
“Darkness at Noon” is in for week 
of Nov. 5. 


Next stanza sees a _ fortnight’s | 


envagement of the Met 
tion of “Fledermaus.” 
and definitely 
“Rose Tattoo,” “Moon Is Blue,” 


produc- 
Following 


Ballet Theatre and two weeks of| been established in the situation, | 


the Canadian Ballet Festival, th» 


pee ys ts o 
Canadian Opera Festival, plus a each case individually and be gov 


two-week spring engagement of 
Ballet Russe de Monte “arlo, 
Face-Lifting 


Meanwhile, this summer, Rawley 
has spent some $25,000 in re-car- 


eting the theatre and re-upholster- 
ing the balcony seats—after giving 
the orchestra chairs this treatment 
during last season's hiatus. There 
is no cutrate subscription plan, but 


a new majling list has been as- | 


se’ iled. 

Other legit spots in Toronto in- 
el: d< Massey Hall and Eaton Audi- 
torium, though these are mainly de- 
vo'ed to concert artists. However, 
E:..on Auditorium (1,240) this sum- 
mer raised its formerly flat floor to 
the traditional inclined floor plan, 
wih the management going out 
aiior legit attractions. They have 
had “Life with Father” and, this 


Christmas, will house a 10-night en-| Commissions before a decision fa- | Daniell, 


gacement of a pantomime to be pre- 
sented by Wayne & Shuster, 


Peggy Cass to Coast On 
One-Pic Columbia Deal 


Peggy Cass, who closed — last 
| week in the strawhat touring edi- 
tion of “Pal Joey,” planed Monday 
'(1) to the Coast on a one-picture 
| deal with Columbia. She’ll have a 
| featured part in the new Judy Hol- 





| Budd.” 


| cerns the question of agents’ com- 


‘can Guild of Musical Artists and 
| have management representatives 


“Oklahoma” | ¢9mmissions to 5° for a single sea- 


pencilled in = are, 


Menotti ‘Consul’ Set To | 


Preem U. of Minn. Season 
Minneapolis, Oct. 2. 

U. of Minnesota Theatre opens 
its 1951-52 campus season Oct. 19 
with “The Consul,” the Gian-Carlo 
Menotti opera, scheduled for 10 | 
days. The theatre’s success with | 
the same composer’s “The Me-| 
dium” and “The Telephore” 
prompted the opener’s choice. 

Also on the schedule are “Papa | 
Is All.” “The Bluebird,” “Billy 
“Knickerbocker Holiday” | 
and “Hamlet.” There'll be special 
performances of “The Bluebird” 
and “Ali Baba” for children. 





‘Fledermaus’ Contracts, 


Agent’s Commissions | 


A Headache to Equity’ 


Actors Equity, which recently es- 
tablished its jurisdiction over ‘Fle- 
dermaus,” is still having complica- 
tions with the operetta. Latest con- 


missions paid by members of the 
two touring companies, many of 
whom are members of the Ameri- 


franchised by the latter union. 
Matter came up last week during | 
the Philadelphia engagement of the 
Metropolitan Opera’s production of 
the show. The Equity deputy re- 


or 
more (in the latter cases, it’s un- 
derstood, the agents have a “per- 
sonal management” status). Equity 
generally limit an agent's 





son. Moreover, the agents involved 
lin this case are not franchised | 
by Equity. 

The union has ordered all artists | 
involved in the situation to come to 
| Equity headquarters this week (or 
as soon as possible) to clarify the 
situation. No standard policy has | 


} j 





but Equity officials plan to take | 


erned by circumstances. In a num- | 


cerned are not members of Equity, 
| but are appearing in “Fledermaus” 
under a waiver granted by the 
union as part of the recent juris- 
dictional settlement with AGMA. 

| Equity officials have been in- 
|formed that in some cases the 
Fledermaus” contracts were signed 
/ by the artists before the- jurisdic- 
| tional tangle was settled, or in 





liday picture, “The Marrying 
Kind,” location scenes for which 
have been shot in New York. 

Actress is the wife of 


Me Madam.” 





Kaycee Seeing Intensive 
Levit Season Ahead, With 
Broadway Hits Included 


By JOHN W. QUINN 


Kansas City, Oct. 2. 

Intensive season of legit looms 
here, with 
every week from the Oct. 15 opener 
to the holiday weeks. Shows are be- 
ing booked in by John Antonello, 
playing the attractions in the Fox 
Midwest Orpheum Theatre. Cir- 
cuit last season booked some 
shows on its own, and later in the 
season brought in Antonello. 

This year Antonello is handling 
on his own, housing them in the 
circuit’s deluxe house. In former 
seasons he has used the city-owned 
Music Hall exclusively, but this 
season probably will play attrac- 
tions in both the Orpheum and 
Music Hall, with a number of dates 
to be set later. 

Olivia De Havilland’s “Candida” 
begins the schedule, coming in 
Oct. 15 for four days. “Guys and 
Dolls” is set for a three-week stand, 
beginning Oct. 23. This is the 
Coast company, which comes here 
following its Dallas State Fair en- 
gagement. 

“Member of the Wedding” is set 
for a week, opening Nov. 19, to be 
followed by “The Constant Wife,” 
with Katharine Cornell, Nov. 26. 
Florence Eldridge and_ Fredric 
March bring in “Autumn Garden” 


| for three days, opening Dec. 10. 


Added emphasis is given to the 
season here by the Playgoers 
League,“which has about 3,000 
members. This is not a subscrip- 
tion group, but an organization of 
drama followers who get ticket 
preference by their League mem- 
bership. 

Antonello also announced that 
the Theatre Guild subscription 
group will be reactivated this sea- 
son, with a schedule of four shows. 


wen list now includes “Candida,” 


“Member of the Wedding,” and 


ss ” ” 
'ber of instances the singers con- | Atumn Garden,” with one more to 


be booked later. 

The winter and spring season 
likely will be as heavy, according 
to Antonello, who said that several 
other musicals and legits are pen- 
cilled in tentatively for January 
and February. 





Shows in Rehearsal 





|some instances when it was as- 
sumed that AGMA had a clear right 
to the representation. All such 
deals signed in good faith will be 
honored, Equity reps say. In some 
cases, however, it’s believed that 
the deals were set while the juris- 
dictional wrangle was going on, 
possibly even with the idea of es- 
tablishing the amount of agents’ 





|voring Equity might intervene. In 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), O (Operetta). 





he “Barefoot in Athens” (D)—Play- 
| Wrights Co.; prod.; Alan Anderson, 


jir. 
“Black Chiffon” (D) (road) — 


George Brandt. prod.; William 
| Miles. dir.; Sylvia Sidney, Henry 
stars. ig 


“Buy Me Blue Ribbons” (CD) — 


ze-| Such instances, the contracts may | Jay Robinson, prod.; Cyril Ritchard 


knowledged Canada’s top comedy, have to be revised, union officials | dir. 


tenm via their several years’ radio 
series. 

The Odeon (2,390), Canadian 
showcase of the J. Arthur Rank 
film chain, has housed stage aitrac- 
tions. notably a smash engagement 


of the San Carlo Opera Co., and) son. Thereafter, performers in reg-| & 


might have got “Fledermaus” this 
season but for the stage dimen- 


(Continued on page 71) 











PRODUCERS 


of Road Attractions: 
Include 


RICHMOND, VA. 


in your big city tour this season. 
A big week! A big gross! 300,000 
people! A show-going town! Pow- 
erful promotion! Easy transporta- 
tion! Only legit in 100 miles! 


WRVA THEATRE 


1280 Seats 
Contact Jack Stone, Mgr., or UBO 


Big auditorium attractions booked In 4.600 
seat house. 











| indicate. 
| In anv case, the situation is seen 
aS a temporary one, 
Equity waiver on AGMA members 
in “Fledermaus” and other operet- 
tas applies only to the current sea- 


| ular Broadway or touring produc- 
| tions of such shows will have to be 
|(or become) Equity members and 
all Equity regulations covering con- 
| tracts, agents, performances, etc., 
will apply. 





AGMA Preps Showcase 


Opera Series in New York 
American Guild of Musical Art- 


, Union, is sponsoring five opera per- 
formances at the Union, Astor 
| Place. N. Y., this season. Series, 
‘all done in English, will be under 
direction of Leopold Sachse. 
Sachse will stage the first opera, 
_“Barber of Seville,” Oct. 19, with 
Siegfried Landau 
Other dates are Nov. 16 (“Magic 
Flute’), Jan. 18, Feb. 15 and March 
21. Performances are planned as 
showease for AGMA members. 








. There'll be no admission charge, 


since the! 


ists, in association with Cooper | 


conducting. | 


| “Candida,” (road)\—Thomas Ham- 
/mond, prod.; Norris Houghton, dir.; 
, Olivia de Havilland, star. 
“Fourposter” 
| Co.. prod.; Jose Ferrer, dir.: Jessica 
| Tandy, Hume Cronyn, stars. 
Hammerstein, 
| Lewis, dir. 
“Moen Is Blue,” (C) (3d co.) — 


prods.; 


an attraction nearly | 


Anthony Buttitta planed to the 
Coast last week to pressagent the 
tour of the La Jolla production of 
“Cocktail Party,” under the man- 
agement of Russell Lewis and 
Howard Young. He interrupted 
work on a new play to take the as- 





Carl | night (Wed.) in “Ah, Wilderness” 
Fisher, company manager of “Call | on the new Celanese video series 


| with the production of “Wish You/|uproar_ in 


signment .. . Roddy McDowall will 
c-ostar with Thomas Mitchell to- 





on ABC ... Leland Hayward and | 
Joshua Logan intend to go ahead | 
Were Here,” the musical version | 
of Arthur Kober’s (1936-37 hit, | 
“Having Wonderful Time,” despite | 


em 


Legit Bits 


Bernadette Whitehead and Charles 
Braswell. - 

Audrey Hepburn, who will play 
the title part in “Gigi,” and Ray- 
mond Rouleau, who will stage the 
play, are due this week from Eu- 
rope. Also coming from London to 
appear in the Gilbert Miller pro- 
duction is British actor Michael 
Evans, who was in the same 
producer’s Broadway edition of 


“Ring Round the Moon”... 
Margaret O’Brien, who caused an 
Sstrawhat management 


ranks last summer by walking out 
of several dates as star in “Junior 
Miss,” is now set by Eddie Dowling 


| the refusal of RKO to pool its film | to play the title part in the new 


| 
| 


rights to the original play. Logan} 
and Kober are collaborating on the | 
book and Harold Rome has written | 
the score. | 

Herman Levin, Oliver Smith and 
George Schaefer are seeking an 
adaptor and composer for their 
proposed musical edition of the 
William Gillette oldie, ‘‘Too Much 
Johnson” ... Abe Burrows will di- 
rect “Jamie,” which tried out on 
the Coast recently under the title, 
“Three Wishes for Jamie,” and is 
working on revisions with com-| 
poser-lyricist Ralph Blane and 
original author Charles O’Neal ... 
Gilbert Miller planed to New 
York yesterday (Tues.) from Lon- 
don ... John Carradine will guest- 
star week of Oct. 23 in “Tobacco 
Road” at Don Swann’s arena the- 
atre, Baltimore. Carradine’s suit 
against Schumer Theatrical Trans- 
fer has been settled. 


Cast and crew of “Death of a 
Salesman” were guests of a local 
eatery after the opening of last 
week’s engagement in Montreal 
. . . Herman Shumlin, with three 
more productions on this season’s 
schedule besides the current ‘‘Lace 
on Her Petticoat,” has optioned 
“The Wolf Has Eaten Grand- 
mothér,” a satire of radio by Mrs. 
Elizabeth McFadden Wright, for 
next season ... Chandler Cowles 
will be the sole producer of the 
new George S. Kaufman-Leueen 
MacGrath play, “Fancy Meeting 
You Again,” instead of partner- 
ing with Alfred de Liagre, Jr., in 
the venture ... Gertrude Stein’s 
“Doctor Faustus Lights the Lights” 














| Lane, N. Y. 


will be presented Dec. 2-16 by Liv- 
ing Theatre, Inc., at the Cherry 


Aaron M. Frankel is New York 
representative of Charles Bowden, 
Philip Langner and Nancy Stern, 
operators of the New Parsons The- 
atre; Hartford.....“A Gift for 
Cathy,” by Ronald Alexander, has 
been added t» the season’s sched- 
ule of Margo Jones’ arena theatre 
in Dallas . . . The Equity Library 
Theatre has received $2,118.88 
(10%) and the Actors Fund $1,- 
059.44 (5°) from the receipts of 
the last “ANTA Album”... When 
John C. Wilson staged “Island 
Fling,” with Claudette Colbert, at 
the Westport (Conn.) Country 
Playhouse last summer, he was 
given a concession exempting him 
‘from having to join Actors Equity 
for the assignment, since strawhat 
directors normally have to be 
members of the union. 


Arthur Cantor has opened his 
own legit publicity office... 
Burgess Meredith will stage the 
Theatre Guild production of the 
new John Patrick play. “Lo and 
Behold” ... Herman B. Sarno, 
head of a group that owns a string 
of hotels, will be associated with 





Peter Lawrence in the presenta- 
tion of the touring “Peter Pan.” | 
Lawrence’s partner in the show on | 
Broadway two seasons ago was} 
Roger L. Stevens, who also heads a 
syndicate owning hotels. The Bar- 
rie revival will be the first show 








(D) — Playwrights | 


on which Sarno’s name has ap- 
peared as presenter, although he’s 
invested in various legit produc- 
tions. | 


} 


| Leigh Allen, Earl William, Carol | 
| Jones and Andrew Gainey will be! 


“Happy Time” (road)—Rodgers | soloists with a concert group doing | 
Robert | Rodgers and Hammerstein music 


on a two-month tour opening Mon- | 
day (8) in Mt. Lebanon, Pa. 


Clare Boothe Luce miracle play, 
“Child of the Morning” . . . Chica- 
go Stagebill, official publication of 
Loop legit houses, is now using 
two-color covers on show programs 
... Author’s agent Frieda Fishbein 
had added a television script de- 
partment headed by Orrin Marshal! 
. . . Susan Peters, currently doing 
a television series from Philly, has 
agreed to star in Mark Trachten- 
berg’s “Delicate Line.” she has in- 
formed producer William Hellin- 
ger. The play is about a girl who 
is crippled in a hunting accident, 
as Miss Peters was... Louis 
Snyder, Jr., press director for Wil- 
liam Miles’ Berkshire Playhouse, 
Stockbridge, Mass., several seasons 
ago and currently Met Opera pub- 
licity staff member, is personal rep 
for violinist Alfred Preuning, who 
will give a concert in Carnegie 
Hall, N, Y., Oct. 21. 

Legit players Eleanor Wilson and 
Henry Jones, who got their train- 
ing at the Hedgerow Theatre, 
Moylan, Pa., will appear together 
for the first time since then, when 
they play featured parts tonight 
(Wed.) on “The Web” on CBS-TV. 
Script calls for Jones to murder 
Miss Wilson. Both players have 
made numerous appearances in 
legit, but not in the same cast since 
reaching Broadway. 

Alice Hammerstein, daughter of 
lyricist-producer Oscar Hammer- 
stein 2d, will write the lyrics for 
a musical to be composed by 
George Lessner, with book by 
Budd Fishel and Paul Milton. Lor- 
raine Lester plans to produce the 
untitled show ... The Playwrights 
Co. production of “Fourposter” 
will be financed at $40,000 and will 
probably cost about that, including 
allowance for tryout loss. The show 
will likely be able to break even 
on a gross of $8,000-$9,000 ... 
H. C. Potter will get a director 
royalty of 212% on “Point of No 
Return” until the production cost 
is recouped, then 3%. Henry 
Fonda, as star, will get 10° against 
a $1,500 guarantee. 


| ATPAM Preps 


Continued from page 66 














Moreover, the silo managers claim, 
none of the unions actually has 
enough qualified members who 


would be willing to work at straw- 
hat-level salaries. 


Present Status 


Another ticklish question about 
the situation, to both the unions 
and the barns, is the status of 
present employees in the field if 
the various unions took over. Since 
the stagehands’ and the ATPAM, 
in practical effect, also are closed 
unions, people now working in 
those categories would presumably 
lose their jobs. 

It has been suggested that the 
unions in question might. take in 
those now employed in the straw- 
hat field, an idea that neither the 
stagehands nor ATPAM has shown 
any inclination to adopt. Moreover, 
that would present obstacles for 
both sides. For one thing, it would 
presumably boost operating costs 
for the theatres, since the unions 
would demand an upped, standard 


A Idrich & Myers, Fleischmann, |Since “Florida Friebus joined | Wage. Moreover, it would do little 
es prods.; Otto Preminger, | Equity magazine as assistant’ edi- to improve unemployment condi- 
ir, 


| “Peter Pan,” (road)—Peter Law: | 
|rence, prod.; Frank Corsaro. dir.: | 


| Veronica Lake, Lawrence Tibbe 
Stars. 


“Point of No Return” (D)— 


Leland Hayward. prod.: H. C. Pot- | 


ter, dir.; Henry Fonda. star. 





Quartet $5,200, Omaha 
Omaha, Oct. 2. 
| “Guys and Dolls” is due at the 
Orpheum Nov. 12 for six nights 
and two matinees. “Member of the 
| Wedding” will show at the Omaha 
| Nov, 27-28. “Rodgers & Hammer- 
Stein Night” is set for Tech Audi- 
torium Oct. 26. “Ice Follies of 
1952” will play at Ak-Sar-Ben Coli- 
seum Oct. 31 through Nov. 6. ° 
First Drama Quartet sold out at 
the Omaha last Wednesday (26), at 
' $3.60 top, for a big $5,200, 


|tor, the union's publication has | 
blossomed with material, including 
an interview with Shirley Booth in} 


tt, |the current (October) issue. plus | 


informative features like ‘‘What| 
,Has the Council Been Doing?” etc. 


- . Sol Jacobson will pressagent | 
Katharine Cornell’s revival of! 
“The Constant Wife.” | 

Alfred Hayes’ “The Girl on the 
Via Flaminia” bows tonight (Wed.) | 
at the Circle Theatre, Hollywood, 
with Maria Palmer, John Kellogg 
and Celia Lovsky heading the cast. 
Gregory Tallas directs for pro- 
ducer George Boroff. 

Margo Jones has signed Peter) 
Donat as a member of her Theatre 
752 company this season. He’s a 
nephew of Robert Donat. Norman 
Howard has been named new stage 





ison. Other actors signed include 


tions in the unions, which is the 
prime objective of the organizing 
drives. 

In the case of the seven barn- 
operating ATPAM members slated 
to appear before their board, there 
appears to be some question of the 
legal aspects of the situation. Al- 
though none of the seven would 
discuss the matter, an attorney 
familiar with labor laws expressed 
the opinion that the union might 
be on shaky ground in trying to 
govern the employment policies of 
its members as managers. If it 13 
proper for a union to order its em- 


| ployer-members te sign employ- 


ment contracts, he suggested, the 
next step might be for the board 


manager of the group for this sea- | t0 dictate pay scales, working hours 


and other matters rightfully sub- 


‘Salvatore Amato, Edwin Whitner, | ject-to negotiation. 











ior @ 
Globe 
Jonge 


Col 
appro 
humo 
and : 
ivrics 
in th 
has 1 
nevi 
patte 
nality 
irequ 

An 
wiity 
a VIS 
elem 
Bens 
a del 
as a 
Eigh 
Norr 
dren 
have 
Will 

Ne 
"Dol 
an i 
the 
“Or 
char 
put 
Hea 

W 
kee} 
pace 
Sair 
elab 








a 


rles 


lay 
ay- 
the 
Eu- 
1 to 
ro- 
lae] 
ame 

of 


an 
lent 
out 
nior 
ling 
new 
lay, 
ica- 
1 of 
sing 
ams 
ein 
de- 
hall 
ing 
has 
ten- 
in- 
lin- 
who 
ent, 
ouis 
Wil- 
use, 
sons 
dub- 
rep 
who 
egie 


and 
‘ain- 
itre, 
ther 
hen 
ight 
‘TV. 
rder 
lave 

in 
ince 


r of 
ner- 
for 
by 
by 
Lor- 
the 
ghts 
ter” 
will 
ding 
how 
even 


aim, 

has 
who 
raw- 


bout 
lions 
s of 
id if 
since 
‘AM, 
osed 
y in 
ably 


the 
e in 
raw- 
' the 
1iown 
over, 
_ for 
‘ould 
costs 
1ions 
dard 
little 
ondi- 
. the 
izing 


yarn- 
lated 
here 
f the 
. Al- 
‘ould 
rney 
assed 
night 
ig to 
es of 
it is 
seme 
ploy- 
, the 
yoard 


10uUr's 
sub- 











VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 71 





Wednesday, October 3, 1951 


Plays Abroad 


The Lyrie Revue 
London, Sept. 28. 


Co. of Four production of re- | 
yue in two parts (26 scenes). Directed | 
by William Chappell. Costumes and 
dances, William Chappell; decor, Loudon | 
Sainthill; musical direction, Norman 
fiackforth; music, Charles Zwar, Graham 
p.vn, Richard Addinsell, Marius Ivoire, | 
Noel. Coward, Donald Swann, Arthur | 
Niacrae, Guy Lafarge, Philippe Gerard; 
jvrics. Gerard Bryant, Cole Lesley, Ar- 
thur Macrae, Noel Coward, Charles Zwar, 
<vdney Carter; sketches, Gerard Bryant, 
charles Zwar, Arthur Macrae, Paul Dehn, 
H. F. Ellis. 

With Dora Bryan, Graham Payn, Ro- 
berta Huby, Joan Heal, George Benson, 
lan Carmichael, Irlin Hall, Hilary Allen, 
jeremy Hawk, Pam Marmont, Myles 
Eason, Tommy Linden and Timothy Spen- 
cel At the Glebe, London. 


Tennent 





Here’s one of the best and slick- 
est revues to hit the West End in 
some time. It is a pleasing com- 
bination of wit, humor and good 
taste. and seems undoubtedly set 
for as suecessful a season at the 
Globe as it has had on its pro- 
longed neighborhood tryout. 

Completely sophisticated in its 
approach, with the emphasis on 
humor, it is packed with bright 
and snappy sketches and firstrate 


ivrics. In all, there are 26 scenes 
in this two-part show, and each 
has its point of appeal. A few, 


inevitably, follow a conventional 
pattern, but there is more origi- 
nality in this one revue than is 
frequently found in several others. 

Among the standout items is a 
wiity takeoff by Roberta Huby of 
a visiting film star; a laugh-loaded 
elementary lesson from George 
Benson in making up the boilers; 
a delightful piece from Dora Bryan 
as a child actress (“Doo Old at 
Fight’) planning a comeback a la 
Norma Desmond; and three chil- 
dren’s pantomimes as they might 
have been written by Tennessee 
Williams. 

Noel Coward’s lyric and music of 
“Don't Make Fun of the Fair” is 
an ideal vehicle for a quartet from 
the company. 
“Ornamental Orientals’ blends 
charm and wit, and is effectively 


put over by Graham Payn and Joan | 


Heal. : 

William Chappell’s_ direction 
keeps the show moving at a slick 
pace while the decor by Loudon 
Sainthill is effective without being 
elaborate. Myro. 


Rainbow Square 


London, Sept. 25. 

Prince Littler production of a new musi- 
cal in three acts (seven scenes). Directed 
by Robert Nesbitt. Book and lyrics, Guy 
Bolton, Harold Purcell: music, Robert 
Stolz. Stars Martha King, Gloria Lane, 
Bruce Trent; features Alfred Marks, Son- 
nie Hale. Dances, Hazel Gee; sets, George 
Ramon; orchestrations, Robert Stolz. -At 


Stoll Theatre, London, Sept. 21, ’51; $2.30 | 


top. 
21GE ROGWB oss ovaiccs deca Martha King | 
Ist MEG Sicuceyan stevens George Margo 
ana MP eet Maes tees Alan Gore-Lewis 
poatty 04.5068 68 Cease Malcolm Macdonald 
jan ALT erT Te Tee ee eee Bill Travers 
+ pg ee eee Peter Arnold 
pe do Repnart jseaweee A Bruce Trent 
Wann 3 , Re ee Robert Henderson 
\ SF... SERGE Te eee Ivan Staff 
Commis Waiter............ Edgar Gray 
Seater Fekete...... ap ee re Martin Benson 
aa PE ee ee ee ee Sonnie Hale 
ws ma Jederman..... .......Gloria Lane 
Me song eee eh ee ee Andrea Malandrinos 
- usko 25 wie aie ale aca weve s John Lothar 
ranz Lessing ......... Simon Kaplan 
Russian Patrol..... -+..Stanislow Mukula, 
Stent Johnnie Catcher 
See thes seen rere eee Doreen Hinton 
y +e ++... Alfred Marks 
Mien cteseees teeeeeess Joan Sherman 
Rudi ete +.» Shirley Mitchell | 
se pe eens tes seees os _Michael_ Ives 
see etrov ......, .».--Richard Marner 
e ountess” Winkler...... Vera Pearce 
‘ ree ge Sosskin....... --Arnold Diamond 
Bich MO. diiweee eveess. .-.Neil Hallett 
wi EP TEE rere Arsene Kirilloff 
A SEO WW MUMOD so cnvécaeys ... Riki Lineana 
MOONE Sons. d ewes dake The Five Spe+ dacs 





Postwar Vienna is the setting of 
this new British musical play. The 
plot, thin though it is, keeps pace 
with the times. The scene, a city 
Square, is divided by the Ameri- 
can and Russian boundaries with 
GI's and Russian army men pack- 
ing the stage. There are big crowd 
Scenes, colorful ballet routines, a 
constant flow of Viennese airs 
from the experienced hand of 
Robert Stolz, and some fine vocal- 
lzing from the principals. Yet 
somehow, all those plus qualities 
don’t integrate, mainiy because of 
Story inadequacies and the too 
slender comedy material for Alfred 
Marks and Sonnie Hale. 


Against this setting of a divided | 


city, is unfolded in a casual way, 
a vague story of dollar bill forgers. 


Arthur Macrae’s | 


scene albeit they contribute little 
to the plot. 

Stolz, always a prolific com- 
poser, maintains his standing with 
more than a score of new tunes. 
They are mainly in the true Vien- 
nese tradition, and include many 
tuneful and lilting melodies which 
come over nicely when sung by 
such talented artists as Gloria, 
Lane, (who was a hit here recently 
in “The Consul’) and Martha King. 
Among the best of the new num- 
bers are “Fabulous,”’ done by Miss 
Lane; “Be My Sunday Girl,” with 
Miss Hale and Doreen Hinton lead- 
ing the vocalizing; and the dra- 
matic “Bells of St. Veronica,” 
which is Miss King’s best number. 
‘ Apart from the two femme stars, 
“Rainbow Square” has an. all- 
British cast. Bruce Trent has a 
fine voice, and makes a personable 
hero. Martin Benson as Fekete, 
the brains behind the forgers, is 
too obviously the heavy, but this 
is mainly the fault of the script. | 
Miss Hinton makes a charming 
soubrette. Gal has poise and per- 
sonality and a promising voice. 
| Vera Pearce, as the owner of the 
traveling circus, and Robert Hen- | 
derson, in the role of American 
colonel,. make pleasing contribu- 
tions. For his West End debut, 
this occasion must be something 
of a disappointment for Marks. | 
The talent is unquestionably there 
, but the script made it tough sled- 
ding for him. 

Robert Nesbitt’s direction lacks 
the crispness which is usually as- 
| sociated with his work. Play is 
| overlong and needs some trimming 
\in all three acts. George Ramon’s 
towering set is a triumph of de- | 
|sign and construction. Myro. 





| Ten Men and a Miss 
| London, Sept. 25. 


| Haywood & Richardson production of | 


| Comedy in three acts by Cyril 
Directed by Wilfred G. Richardson. At 
Aldwych, London, Sept. 17, °51; $2 top. 


Anne Etherton Rae Hy Hazell 
Major Michael Turner ...Frank Leighton 
Capt. Peter Bromwich..... Robert Ross 
| Lieut. Brian Hayward.....Terry Carney 
Gunner Hales pescseees BO Prankign 
Capt. Ian Owen .... Emrys Jones 
Lieut. Charles Thompson. Philip Broadtey 
ply! Sa re Francis Whiteman 
Hoskins John Brook 
Sentry Denis Spencer 





An Iraquan sega eae Howard Pays 
At this home of farce almost any- 
thing goes. In this instance, it is a 
| military one. set in a field battery 
;camp in Iraq. and there is no ap- 
parent reason why it should not 
duplicate the current success of 
“Reluctant Heroes.” although it is 
flimsier in theme and depends less 
on slapstick type of humor. 
appeal it has will be pure’y local. 
;Play should make the grade for 
the winter season via younger un- 
sophisticated audiences. 


mosquitoes, discipline 
dream up the 


with heat, 
and lack of girls 


Wentzel. | 


| 


Any | 


almost the perfect vehicle for Don- 
ald Wolfit. 
ruthless shepherd who sets out to 
conquer the world is a triumph of 
acting as well as of physical en- 
durance. 


type they would like to see ma-| 


terialize. She suddenly walks in, 
|in the shapely form of Hv Her-'!. 
La desert victim of a brokendown 
auto. She creates havoc with ive 
juniors while the senior officer is 
|absent. He returns suddenly, the 
girl falls for him, and to keep the 
others away she claims being se- 
cretly married to him. Eventually, 


father arrives in the person of a 
peppery Brass Hat, who 


marrying one of the group. 

Dialog is sprightly, with plenty of 
seasoned quips from a cockney or- 
derly in the traditional manner. 
All the actors give breezy fresh- 
ness to the various characteriza- 
tion, making éven their adolescent 
antics plausible if at times ridicu- 
lous. Miss Hazell looks glamorous 
enough to stir the pulse of any 
susceptible male, but plays the role 
more like an actress on her way to 
entertain troops rather than the 
dignified daughter of a top army 
officer. 

Direction helps along the efforts 
of author and cast. Show runs 
smoothly after four months’ pro- 
vincial tour. Clem. 





Tambarlaine the Great 
London, Sept. 27. 


Old Vie Co. production of revival in 
two acts by Christopher Marlowe. Stars 
Donald Wolfit. Directed by Tyrone Guth- 
rie. Sets and costumes, Leslie Hurry. At 
Old Vic Theatre, London, Sept. 25, 51; 
$1.50 top. 





: SCrs. | ramburlaine .......--+--+- Donald Wolfit 

On one side of the square, within | zenocrate ......-.... “22 Jill, Balcon 
the Russian zone, is the book- Zabina Pee . eee... Margaret Rawlings 
; ee eee eeoereeses e oO cnern 

ters hero whose printing plant is Sapestes penton Saeesness Kenneth Griffith 
oa =P ogee 7 the crooks. On the Cosroe | “OS OER Re Te me David Waller 
pposite side is the heroine, a | King of Fez........ ....George McCallum 

Viennese-born American singer | Wing 0% Morocee-----------Pugene Leone 
Over to entertain the GIs. There} King of Arabia..............Alun Owen 


1S a murder, too, but this also fails 
to induce much excitement. 
To prove that even 


there are 


couple of 
vaudeville 


stwar 
Vienna is still a gay rendezvous, 
j introduced a band of 
Strolling players led by the ex- 
uberant Miss Hale, a traveling cir- 
cus, introduced by Marks; and a 
straight but competent 
; acts. All these add con- 
Siderable life and color to the 





The Old Vic opens its new sea- 
son in spectacular style with a re- 
vival, for the first time, of Chris- 
fopher Marlowe's “Tamburlaine the 
Great.” It is a big scale production 
in every sense, and Tyrone 
rie’s production, particularly his 





Guth- 


mastery the big crowd scene, 
ves the age a perfect finish. 
aw.can.be rated as one of the 


; the role of “The Saint.” 


she gets her man when her step- | 


outstanding achievements of this 
theatre. 


three hours of action. 


* master. 
Five young army officers, bored | dominates his life. Plot centers on 


The character of Tamburlaine is 


His portrayal of the 


The role keeps him on 
Stage nearly all .the time in the 
His forceful 
characterization brings out the con- 
trasting facets of Tamburlaine’s 
character, showing him on one 
harid as the brutal, uncompromis- 
ing and tyrannical conquerer, 
while on the other, an ardent lover 
and devoted husband. 

The story of Tamburlaine's con- 
quests is told in poetic language 
ot exceptional quality. Marlowe's 
theatre technique has its imperfec- 
tions, but nevertheless, he 
crammed into this play, action and 
drama of the greatest power, The 
defeat of the Persians and the con- 
quest of the Turks, with the ac- 
companying tortures and brutality, 





fare stirring incidents and rich 


drama. 
The big cast maintains the Old 
Vic tradition, even the smallest 


|role in nearly 60 speaking parts ob- 


viously having been hand-picked. 
Jill Balcon gives an intensely mov- 
ing study as Tamburlaine’s wife | 
and Leo McKern and Margaret 
Rawlings as the Turkish Emperor 
and his wife, the two principal vic- 
tims of Tamburiaine’s sadism, gen- 
uinely reflect the torment of these 
characters. Kenneth Griffith is ex- 
cellent as the simple Persian king, 
while David Waller convinces as 
his not-to-be-trusted brother. 
Settings and costumes by Leslie 
Hurry are as imaginative as they 
are impressive. They give the fin- 
ishing touch of color to an impor- 
tant production. 


Myro. | 


— 

The Devil a Saint 

Would Be 
Dublin, Sept. 18. 


Abbey Theatre production of drama in 
three acts (one scene) by Louis D’Alton. 


Production by Ria Mooney; setting, Vere 
Dudgeon. Rupert Guinness Hall, Dublin. | 
EN six sic etie ca oak aa a Brid Lynch | 
MEPUNORs a n'5 Waa iark isin 6ie 260 lta Ni Mhathuna | 
POPS octal Sus eae ee asa Michael Hayes | 
Father SBrnny asa meee e Philip Flynn 
Guard Herlihy............ Ray McNally 
The Saint Eddie Golden 


Only new production to be given 
by Abbey Players in their tem- 
porary theatre is the last play by | 


Louis D’Alton, accepted just be- 
fore his death two months ago. 
This is an acceptable offering in 


the Abbey tradition. 
It is the story of an old woman 
who sees and hears a supernatural 


being she calls The Saint. This 
manifestation prompts her to ac- | 
tions which seem kindly but are 


not conducive to the betterment of | 
recipients. She turns over her 
store to her niece’s husband, a de- 
cent man until she becomes his 
Then greed for money 

| 


the efforts of a priest to maintain | 
the husband’s sanity. | 

This play is distinguished by the | 
fine performance of Brid Lynch as | 
Stacey, the old woman. There is 
a clever study of an Irish police- 


of the finest lines heard for a long 
time are given Eddie Golden in 
Some of | 
the minor parts show good char- 
acter work. It has been given 


straightforward, intelligent produc- | 
1 Of a!tion by Ria Mooney. 
insists | 
that she save her reputation by | 


Mac. 


Nausicaa du Mackenzie 
(NAUSICAA OF NORTHWEST) 
Paris, Sept. 18. 

Tania Balachova production of a com- 
edy in two acts and eight scenes by Bala- 
chova and Georges Arest; based on a 
story by M. Constantin Weyer. Directed 
by Tania Balachova. Settings, Rene A\l- 
lio; costumes, Bettina Warnant. At studio 


des Champs Elysees, Paris, Sept. 13, °51. 
| errr Gregory Chmara 
PUCHOR .cosccces 66660-4660 ..Annie Noel 
Pierre eeseeeenees -.. Robert Fontanet 
Grosse Lune ..... -+...Martine de Riche 
CRNOUE cies dedseewereses Giani Esposito 


Constantin-Weyer is well-known 
both in France and abroad for his 
stories and novels of the Canadian 
wilderness. Present story is a 
challenge to anyone, but Tania Bal- 
achova, herself a talented actress, 
has built up a play around it that 
makes for good, if not particularly 
original, theatrical fare. 

This Nausicaa of the Northwest 
/is a young Indian girl who saves 
|the life of a French adventurer. 
'He falls in love with her and they 
/are married. However, the call of 
civilization becomes stronger than 
either his love or the pleasure he 
has found in sharing the simple 
life of an Indian family. That’s 
about all, except for some pictur- 
esque scenes of such family lé#fe, 
and some_ semi-philosophic con- 
trast of the thought processes in 
the civilized man and the noble 
savage. 

Director Balachova has done a 
fine job of getting as much move- 
ment as possible into a piece with- 
out much action. In this she is 
aided by the acting of Gregory 
Chmara as the _ whiskey-loving 
Chief Soleil, and the sensitive per- 
formance of Annie Noel as Pichou. 
Robert Fontanet is conventional as 








ion legit 


lable to legit, the situation is poor 
| Star, 


| Canada, is chary with space; Globe 
{and Mail, 


| 
| . . 
man by Ray McNally, while some | Fabien Montlaur 


Upsurge in Winter Stock Groups 


Cues New Form of Road Legit Setup 





+ 
London Legit Bits 
ondon Legit bits | 
London, Sept. 25. 
Jack Hylton is reviving the 
“Merry Widow,” which has _ not 
been. done since before the war. 
“Widow” will be played by Elfie 
Meyerhoffer, Viennese operatic 
star, with show expected in the 
West End late in October .. . Stan- 


ley French, who has had some tough 
breaks in the legit biz lately, is 
making a comeback. His first will 
be “Wagonload Of Monkeys,” play 
by A. E. Delderfield, which he 
tried out in the provinces early 
this year. Show is expected to open 
at the Savoy in late October .. . 
Same play was to have been filmed 
by Jack Raymond, with Ronald 
Shiner starred, but is unlikely due 
to script difficulties ... 








Toronto 


au: continued from page 70 











sions, which were exceeded by the 
Royal Alexandra (1,525). Massey 
Hall (2,899), a concert center, has 
no stage facilities from the stand- 
point of flies, dressing rooms, etc. 

General business conditions are 
excellent despite subway construc- | 
tion that has had no adverse effect | 
attendance; and there is 
plenty of adjacent and _ provided 
parking space for all legit loca- 
tions. On local press space ava'l- 


advance 
largest 


for Toronto 


daily in 


agents. The 
afternoon 


largest morning paper 
in Canada, runs a dignified Satur- | 
day drama page. The Telegram is | 
another that is often ripped after 
the noon edition, includir.g cuts, 
this making Toronto a tough news- 
paper town. 


the Frenchman, but Giani Esposito 
manages to give a sinister quality 
to the role of Castor, an Indian 
who is also in love with Pichou 
while Doudou Babet is excellent 
as the slave. The settings are in- 
genious, and the costtimes realis- 
tic. It is no great shakes, but it is 
just exotic enough to please the 
Parisian theatregoers. Fred 





La Femme Troublee 
(UNSETTLED WOMAN) 
Paris, Sept. 18. 


Parisys production (in association 
with the Andre Certes Spectacles) of 
three-act comedy by Roger Feral. Stars | 


Suzy Prim. Directed by Christian-Gerard 
Set by Pierre Madel. At Theatre Michel, 
Paris. | 
Odile Berger Suzy Prim | 


| Marceau......sseee Jean Paul Coquelin 
RENO Cis. 4d 0 ae: Gea As 5.5 Claire Gerard | 
PERE eee eee Serge Nadaud 


ees Michel Borbey 
Claudine Cheret 


Julien Duroy 
Denise ; 


This is Roger Feral’s initial play. 


|He is primarily a newspaper man 


and a radio producer. 


history but might, with plenty re- 
writing, make an idea for a screen 
story. This stage production is 
frequently too verbose and would 
be helped by elimination of some 
unnecessary dialog. 

The story is that of an actress 
whose son and her elder sister are 
her secretary and housekeeper. 
She is a big star and has had a 
long standing romance with an 
elderly banker. Play revolves 
around her affair with a young 
actor and the complications when 
a young girl intrudes. 

Suzy Prim, who for a couple 
of years did not work because of a 
beauty shop accident, stages an 
excellent comeback in this. She 
seems better than ever in the role 
of the mature legit star whose life 
is divided between a home few 
people know about, a long stand- 
ing affair and society. She always 
has been comely and adds an ex- 


looks. 

Both Jean Paul Coquelin in the 
part of her son-secretary, and Mi- 
chel Barbey, as the young actor, 
are okay, show promise. Allaine 
Dhurtal is the well-bred banker 
whose long affair with the actress 
is part of his way of life. Serge 
Nadaud clowns in the role of the 
illiterate legit producer and thea- 
tre manager who has only a mind 
|for business. Claire Gerard has 
| only a minor part as the sister and 
| housekeeper while Claudine Cher- 





‘et appears only near the close but | 


lit is a sock appearance. 

| Besides the okay cast, the play 
jhas been given nice mountings. 
|The two sets by Pierre Madel, the 
town drawing room and a living 


i stance 


It is unlikely to make theatre | 


cellent impersonation to those. 


Winter stock companies, which 
have been making a slow come- 
back in the last few seasons, will 
apparently be more numerous this 
vear. Although there are still not 
enough to form a circuit for guest- 
star bookings, a few such dates will 
be available. 

At the moment, 10 stock opera- 
tions appear certain, with at least 
four others as prospects and sev- 
eral more reportedly being con- 
sidered. Contrary to expeciations 
of a couple of years ago, there has 
been no wholesale spread of arena 
theatres, but most of the stands 
definitely set are traditional legit 
houses. 

One significant aspect of the in- 
dicated steady resurgence of stock 
is the possibility that it may lead 
to a new form of “road” for legit. 
This would consist of local resident 
companies using guest :.ames and 
doing the principal hit plays imme- 
diately after their closing on 
Broadway. That would be a substi- 
tule for touring productions as now 
operated. In effect, this would be 
a variation of the present summer 
stock setup, but depending on the 
availability of scripts, which are 
now generally withheld until after 
the regular tour. Those stock com- 
panies set include the following: 

Hilltop Theatre-in-the-Round, in 
the Sheraton Belvedere Hotel, Bal- 
timore, to have an eight-week guest- 
star season opening Oct. 15, and 
a similar series starting Jan. 8. 
This will be the second year, under 
the management of Don Swann, Jr., 
who operates a summer stock at 
Lutherville, Md. 

Roosevelt Playhouse, operated at 
Miami Beach by Harry Brandt, with 
Jose Vega as producer. Carol Bruce 
is current in a strawhat package 
edition of “Pal Joey,” with Con- 
Bennett opening yesterday 
(Tues.) in “Skylark,” also a barn 
circuit offering. 

Brattle Theatre, Cambridge, 
Mass., cooperative venture which 
operates on a year-around policy, 
frequently using guest stars and 
doing pre-Broadway tryout 

Paper Mill Playhouse, Milburn, 
N. J.. presenting music®l comedies 


and operettas on an all-yerr basis 
under the management of Frank 
Carrington. 

St. Petersburg Operetta. tent- 
show operated by Pat Hurley, re- 
opening early in January for a 


second scason, 
Houston, where Joanna Albus is 


| co-producer of a new arena theatre, 
| opened last spring. It uses gest di- 


rectors and semi-name lcads. 

The Actors Co., at La Jolla, Cal., 
headed by Gregory Peck, Derothy 
McGuire and Mel Ferrer. where 


Allain-Dhurtal| Arthur Sircom has just siened a 


contract as resident stager The 


| greup sent its production of “Sum- 


mer and Smoke” on tour last sea- 
son, and its current edition of 
“Cocktail Party” is bein’ spon- 
sored on tour this season by Russell 
Lewis and Howard Young. 

Sombrero Playhouse, Phoenix, 
‘opening soon for its fourth season 
under the management of Ann Lee 
and Richard Charlton. It books 
stars, usually. from pictures. 

Artillery Lane Playhouse, St. Au- 
gustine, reportedly reopening early 
in January for its fifth season with 
|a resident company, under the di- 
| rection of Patricia Duttun and Jane 
| O'Connor. 
| A new stock operation in St. 
| Louis, reportedly being readied by 
| Robert Perry, who operated the 
|Grist Mill Playhouse, Andover, 
|N. J., last summer. 
| Gayety Theatre, Montreal, after 
la run of stoek under the man- 
jagement of Philip Belanger, 
|folded Saturday night (29), with 
|the withdrawal of George Brandt 
‘from the operation. 

Among the possibilities this win- 
ter are the Albany Playhouse, op- 
, erated for the last seve:al years by 
Malcolm Atterbury; the Theatre- 
in-the-Round at the Redmont Hotel, 
| Birmingham, operated last season 


; by Allen Draper; Penthouse Thea- 


tre, Ansley Hotel, Atlanta, plans 
for which are unknown, and a stock 
‘venture recently opened in Wash- 
| ington by Bill Robbins. 


BBC Producer to U.S. in Nov. 
London, Oct. 2. 
Peter Duncan, British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. producer of the Saturday 
‘night feature, “In Town Tonight,” 
lis visiting N. Y. and Hollywood 
‘next month. Duncan is making the 





room in the country, are both sim- | trip with a view to writing a sequel 
Mari 


‘ple and tasteful, faxi. 


 emamnmawees 


to his book, “In Town Tonight.” 
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his appreciation to Mr. Rice for his 
efforts and, thoughtfully placing a 
supporting hand under my elbow 
to prevent me from collapsing, de- 


| Story, Never Yet a Play, ’ livered the coup-de-grace. 
\ That’s Kober’s ‘Bella’| The stories in this volume* 


: 5 represent a prose version of the 
! By ARTHUR KOBER scenes from the comedy which, for 
| , “ry Sunday morning, | an ever-so-brief period, fascinated 
} — other ° oi mics by | the ineffable Mike Todd. By this 
while doing my calisthenics DY! time the wounds have healed (the 
picking up and rather oP 2 | scars are almost invisible), and the 
Times, my eye chanced to light On| memory of the pain, save for an 
an item in the movie section. This | eescneae Pol throb, 
time it was my eyebrows that [| what dim. 
lifted, for there, for all to see, waS| Slave to habit that I am, I sup- 
the announcement that Gabriel | pose that I shall one day make an- 
Pascal _ —— = ele aw = writing a rn 
Erskine to direct the screen ver-| about Bella Gross, using’ the 
sion of George Bernard Shaw's | stories in this volume as the basis. 
Androcles — _ , bao Mg . ——— a sen — will 
the same Chester Erskin ‘NO,| undoubtedly be stolen, wonder! 
early in 1930, had commissioned 
me to write a play for him, and it *(Foreword to “Bella, Bella Has 
was in this play that Bella Gross, a| 4 Fella” by Arthur Kober, pub- 
character with whom I have been | lished by Random House). 
more or less preoccupied for 20| Sa ae 
years, had first appeared. Straus Resigns Omnibook 

The year 1930 was the year in Robert K. Straus, publisher of 
which 1 was recovering from the |Omnibook Mag, resigned his post 
loss of an expensive shirt, having | 4S of Monday (1) but continues as 
entured same in the stock mar-|teasurer and a director of the cor- 
bing wT : mone 1930 as the vear in| Poration which publishes Omni- 
ket. The year 10: vies for one of | 200K. He was succeeded as ptib- 
which I was press agent vig * ‘|lisher by Jonathan D. Springer, 
the greatest hits of its day: € | managing director of the Religious 
Green Pastures.” And the year | Book Club. 

1930 was the year in yee Ches- | Straus was a founder of Omni- 
ter Erskine, fat with funds sup-| book in 1938 along with M. M. 
plied him by Paramount Pictures | Geffen and V. W. Knauth. In dis- 
to produce plays on Broadway, of- | pee — reeeee he poetese 
ore > § advance f $500 to! wi rawal as publisher markec 
coir Pie —— SS nx | the end of his wns participation 
unten sge P oe i nie s|in the mag's direction 
stenographer an 1er adventures ag’s ; 
in a downtown dress house. The 
year 1930 was the year when I, a 
callow youth with an inordinate 
thirst for fame and fortune—in 


Always a New Yorker 








How ‘Dedications’ Are Born 
Gene Fowler's “Schnozzola,” the 
|Jimmy Durante biog, is dedicated 


‘ A ,.|to a certain boniface—the fly-leaf 
the reverse order—went to Holly |formally reads, “To Mr. Bernard 


wood for a swift six weeks, only tO} (Toots) Shor,” and it’s a dedication 
find that my thirst was unslakable, |which came about wita curious 
a vice for which there is no group, spontaneity. Both the biographer 
anonymous or public, I can join. and the biographee, when the final 

The work I wrote for the astute | proofs were read, pondered the 
and brilliant young Erskine was} point to whom the book should be 


is some- | 





—— 





never produced, whether it was be- | 
cause it lacked merit or because he 
was astute and brilliant, I never 
did know. However, the second 
act, laid in the home of the Gross 
family, furnished me with the ma- 
terial for a series of stories which 
appeared in the pages of The New 
Yorker, and which were later col- 
lected and published as “Thunder 
Over the Bronx.” 


I then-decided to knead these 


episodes into a play about Bella) 


and her difficulties in finding a 
proper suitor. I had one act fin- 
ished in 1936, and at a farewell 
party I was giving in order to drive 
myself out of Hollywood, Mare 
Connelly, whose Pulitzer prize-win- 
ning play I had once publicized, re- 
called some of the things I had 
told him about my experiences as 
a social director at a summer camp. 
This time it was he who offered 
me an advance if I would abandon 
the play I had started, to write 
one about summer camps. P.S.— 
“Having Wonderful Time” was 
produced and directed by the 
astute and brilllant Mare Connelly. 
Later, I took the act I had writ- 
ten and chopped it up into another 
series of Bronx stories for The 
New Yorker. These tales subse- 
quently appeared in a volume en- 
titled “My Dear Bella,” and, still 
obsessed with the idea of seeing 
my characters on the stage, I 
adapted the book into a comedy 
which John Golden accepted. 


Against Mr. Golden's sound ad-| N 


vice I insisted on his engaging a 
director who had such a warm af- 
fection for my work that he wanted 
to be its sole author. It took me 
some time to discover I was play- 


Trilby, to be sure—to this beard- 
less Svengali. But I managed to 
Shake off his hypnotic effect—and 
the production as well. 


Again I cribbed from myself, 


suitors appeared in my _ favorite 
verted the stories into a theatre 
piece which Mike Todd privately 


tion of Elmer Rice. 

The play really wasn't meant to 
be produced privately. 
was intended to be offered to an 


however, the producer, fresh from 
his out-of-town triumphs with a 
musical, “Up in Central Park,” or- 
dered a run-through of my play. 
At its conclusion, Mr. Todd assem- 
bled the players on the stage, 
solemnly thanked them for their 
efforts, just as solemnly expressed 


produced in 1945 under the direc- 


eager public at regular boxoffice | IS. 
prices. After 10 days of rehearsals, Parisian number the publication 


restaurateur. 





Kober’s Bright ‘Bella’ 

Arthur Kober, Boswell of Bronx- 
iana, has another bright omnibus, 
“Bella, Bella Kissed a Fella” (Ran- 
|dom House; $2.75), which is up to 
the standard of his play, “Having 
Wonderful Time’ and the other 
Bella Gross series, “Thunder Over 
the Bronx,” ‘“‘My Dear Bella,” ete. 
The latest collection of 15 stories 
includes three never before pub- 
lished; the other 12 are familiar to 
New Yorker readers. 

Playwright-humorist is currently 
working on the musicalized ver- 
sion of “Wonderful Time” with 
Harold J. Rome, who has done the 
tunse, and Joshua Logan, who will 
produce and stage “Wish You Were 
Here,” as it will be called. 

Abel. 











CHATTER 

Maxwell Hamilton is leaving 
Motion Picture mag to edit Blue 
Book. 

Albert Kornfeld, House and 
Garden editor, bedded at home 
with laryngitis. 

Actor Michael Brown completing 
a novel about Hollywood, “The 
Feature Player.” 

Mrs. Richard Finnegan, wife of 
Chi Times-Sun exec, in hospital 
suffering from heart ailment. 

COMPO is issuing reprints of 
S. F. Seadler’s article, “Speak Up, 
Movie Folk, It's Your Industry.” 

Ellin (Mrs. Irving) Berlin. still 
hibernating at their Lew Beach 





. Y., country home in the Cats- 
kills polishing her new book. 
Gordon Irving, VARIETY mugg in 
Scotland, back at home base from 
European vacation during which 
he 0.0.'d showbiz in Zurich, Milan, 





ing Trilby—a - somewhat balding | picnn, Cannes, Nice, Lyons and 


Margaret McBride's first 
in several years, ap» 
October issue of Mc- 
changes 


| Paris. 
Mary 
mag article 
pearing in 
Call’s, “previews” the 
;made in the White House during 


again the saga of Bella and her | its $5,000,000 overhaul. 


Denise McCluggage, 


; cisco Chronicle 


dedicated, and both decided on the | 


! : who was 
magazine, and once more I con-| #8S0clate editor of the San Fran- 
magazine section 


Tomahawk Boys Rushing 
Season; Flail Away At 
Radio, Tele, Music, Dance 


Although the fall season has only 
just begun, the critical fraternity 
has apparently already swung into 
high, with the verbal brickbats fly- 
,ing thick and fast throughout the 
jentertainment and literati worlds. 
| Reactions of the scribes have cut a 





| wide swath, while taking a surpris- | 





| ingly personai turn, running all the | 
| way from castigations about a per- | 
|son’s honesty to reflections on his | 


| virility. 


Last week, in particular, there | 


| was a rash of such journalistic out- | 
| bursts and diatribes, to make even | 
the most jaded reader sit up and | 


ask “wha’ hoppen?” The hatchet 
| jobs have been blunt and straight- 
|forward rather than satirical or 
|subtle, with little if anything left 
to the imagination. 

In last Tuesday’s (25) N. Y. 
World-Telegram & Sun, sports- 
writer Joe Williams tore into NBC’s 
Bill Stern for a full cclumn, using 
the Army’s sponsorship of the gab- 
ber’s air show, for recruiting pur- 
| poses, as stepping-off point for a 
| blunderbuss attack on the morals, 
| principles and methods of “Old 
| Sterno.” Listing a series of objec- 
| tions to material on Stern’s broad- 
casts, Williams called the gabber “a 
| phenomenon of the electronic age,” 


| 


| adding that “there are things about 





that are baffling.” 

In Friday's (28) N. Y. Times, 
radio-TV reviewer Jack Gould de- 
voted his whole column to a sharp 
attack on Milton Berle, based on 
what he called the latter’s use of 
old material, repetition of material 
on guest shots, and tendency to 
horror stuff and “blue” humor. 
“Berle has rather special obliga- 
tions to TV,” observed Gould, ‘‘and 
especially with a large children’s 
audience, must keep certain mini- 
mum standards in mind®... A spare 
NBC vice-president should take 
him aside for a little talk.” 

Also in the Times last week, its 
dance critic, John Martin, was lam- 
basting the Ballet Theatre, now in 
a fall engagement at the Met Opera 
House. One day he was attacking 
Lucia Chase, fiftyish co-director of 
| the troupe and one of its charac- 
ter dancers, who took part in the 
| commas revival of “Bluebeard.” 
“Only Lucia Chase remains from 
the original production,” Martin 
write, “and she, poor dear, has not 
done a barre for ever so’ long.” 

The next day he was flailing 
again at the orchestra, at whose co- 
conductors, Alexander Smallens 
and Joseph Levine, he had been 
sniping for two weeks. 

“The evening opened with an 
appalling performance of ‘Swan 
Lake,’ thanks to Mr. Levine and 
the orchestra he was conducting,” 
Martin wrote. “No doubt they were 
preoccupied with the concerto 
which lay ahead, but the dancers 
would have done better to call the 
whole thing off and whistle the mu- 
sic themselves. At least they would 
have produced a tempo to which 
the human body can sustain move- 
ment.” 

Weeklies No Different 

In the weekly rags there was as 
much vitriol. B. H. Haggin, music 
critic for the Nation, was reviewing 
the recent book by N. Y. Times mu- 
sic editor Howard Taubman on Ar- 
turo Toscanini. “A Taubman writ- 
ing about Toscanini sets one’s 
teeth on edge,” Haggin wrote, call- 
ing Taubman, among other things, 
“an inaccurate reporter ...a man 
who has made a career of produc- 
ing lifeless words” and “a jour- 
nalist in the usual and worst sense 
of the term.” 

But it was left to Irving Kolodin, 
former N. Y.°Sun music critic and 
now Saturday Review of Literature 
columnist, writing on the recent 
N. Y. City Ballet Co. season, to pull 
out all the stops. “Every genera- 
tion has its artistic cross to bear 
and ours, I guess, is ballet,” he 
wrote. Then he tore into “the 
snobbish cult of degeneracy,” as ex- 
emplified by the troupe’s recent 





| till coming to N. Y, two week ago, | premieres of Jerome Rowbins’ “The 


ties for it. 


lis writing reviews and articles on 
Peery cong subjects and personali- 


Cage” and Todd Bolender’s “The 
Miraculous Mandarin.” 
Calling the ballets “an inversion 


Sam Boal, freelance mag writers|°f values” and “arrested de¥elop- 


In fact, it; going to France on assignment 


| from Holiday mag to do a piece on 
Paris. 


reportedly is prepping for issue in 
, March, 1953. 


| Holiday's editor, 


It will be included in a 


Ted Patrick, 


(Continued on page 74) 


EN 


Hopalong Cricket 
A British juvenile mag, The 
Champion, has a story about 
“Buckaroo Bill” who is on the 











| flying to London Oct. 12 for a| winning team in a cricket 
| travel editors convention. Toni match against the Two-Bar- 
| Robin, Holiday’s fashion editor. One team. Everybody knows, 


flying to Nice same day, for -an 
eight-week combined European 
‘ biz-vacation trek, 


of course, hew popular a sport 
cricket is with the American 


cowboys, 








| slight exaggeration here but not much. 


. eI - UU! practically flawless script by Edmund North. 
Mr. Stern’s high position in radio | 
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Bridgeport, Oct. 2. 

As self-appointed mediator between the Pentagonians (a trigger. 
happy sect of the Planet Earth) and the Saucerians (supposedly snoop. 
ers from another planet), I am naturally given VIP treatment when. 
ever Hollywood turns to the science fiction field for entertainment. 

So far I haven’t caught a failure. Some of them, like “Destination 
Moon” and “When Worlds Collide,” were excellent in a frightening 
sort of way. But it remained for 20th-Fox to take this thing off the 
level of terror-for-terror’s sake, what might better be called “science. 
friction,” and move it up to where intelligence could deal with the 
problem. 

In the latest of these Saucerian sagas scientists who try to ‘thin: 
their way out instead of generals who try to fight their way out are 
appealed to, by a visitor and his robot bodyguard from another planet, 
in the hope of saving this world from destruction. 

It seems from this picture that people of other inhabited planets 
have done in an interplanetary way what we did when we formed 
the United States of America and what we are now trying to do in 
the United Nations. But the interplanetary peace, which they arrived 
at 5,000 years ago, is being threatened by the continuing wars of 
earthbound mortals. Our atomjc bombs and rockets look to those 
outside our atmosphere as the first signs of interplanetary aggression. 
If we so much as nick one of their planets they are prepared to dis- 
integrate the earth, and have sent a missionary to warn us to stop 
our nonsense while there is still time. 

The picture is called “The Day the World Sfood Still.” There is a 
It stands still, not for a day, 
but for 30 minutes. Everything operated by any electrical device, 
from elevators to motorcycle cops, refuses to budge till the visitors 
release the electromagnetic forces their hands have stayed. As long as 
nothing moves, this is the most dramatic sequence I have ever seen 
on a screen. 

The plot is credited to a story by Harry Bates. It was made into a 
It couldn't have been 
better done if I were its technical director. A larger and more daz- 
zling saucer than any described to me by magnetic research scien- 
tists who claim to have researched three such spaceships in New 
Mexico, settles down on the Mall of Washington with the grace of a 
seagull. It ‘is soon surrounded by the military, with all devices of 
destruction at our command. After two hours a pieshaped wedge ap- 
pears in the rim of the saucer, a ramp slides forward and out steps a 
quiet giant named Klaatu, whose face is unfamiliar to American audi- 
ences. He has been known, however, in a dozen pictures in England 
as Michael Rennie. Six feet four, he makes my little men from 
“Behind the Flying Saucers,” as well as most of the populace and the 
military, look pretty small. 


The Corn Is High 


As nowhere in the story is the source of his origin described exactly, 
this issue of stature is not important. We know that corn grows less 


|than three feet tall under an apple tree and rises more than eight 


feet high where the sun has full play. It is therefore quite possible 
than on a planet like Venus, which’ has a cloud formation around it, 
men might be small, if any live there, and on other planets having 
more sun than we do, giants might be the order of the day and 
longevity a matter of centuries. 

The pilot himself later-says he has covered over 250,000,000 miles. 
His saucer took five months, traveling at 4,000 m.p.h. to cover the 
distance. This would put his planet somewhere between Mars and 
Jupiter. Maybe he came from one of the lost planets. Newspaper 
headlines describe him as a man from Mars, but the researchers at 
20th-Fox make no such claims and apparently don’t intend to be boxed 
into any controversy of this sort. The giant has hardly walked off 
his runway into this terra not so firma when a trigger-crazed officer 
shoots him in the shoulder, believing a present for the President he 
was withdrawing from his uniform was a weapon. This brings his 
bodyguard from the spaceship—a giant towering above his master by 
at least two feet. He turns out to be a robot named Gort, whose only 
weapon is either an electro-magnetic distintegrating force or a cosmic 
ray. Whichever it is, it is the most powerful weapon so far revealed 
to the fear-ridden people of this earth. 

The New Miracle Drug 

Doctors rush the victim to the Walter Reed Hospital. With the use 
of some salve he had brought along, Klaatu cured the wound himself 
overnight, which seemed to move him eight light years head of our 
miracle drugs. They keep him under custody, and the secretary to 
the President calls on him. Klaatu tells him that his planet has been 
monitoring our radio and broadcasts, and he therefore knows the 
English language well. During the first two years of monitoring our 
television they were convinced that all we did was wrestle. Later they 
discovered we were planning to step up destruction from atomic to 
hydrogen bombs. His mission, he informs the secretary to the Presi- 
dent, is to talk sense into all the nations of this earth, because if 
they keep messing up the atmosphere with explosions of this sort 
the repercussions are bound to disturb the other planets and they 
would simply have to destroy the earth for their own protection. The 
secretary orders Klaatu to be held in protective custody. 


“Topper,” Remember? 

This doesn’t work at all. Klaatu seemingly has powers to walk 
through a wall. From here the chase begins. He changes to civilian 
garb, takes on the name of Carpenter and puts up, in a highclass 
boarding house run by a war widow to support her 11-year-old son. 
Her name is Mrs. Helen Benson, played by Patricia Neal. Her boy, 
Bobby, and Klaatu, the man from outer space, strike up a great friend- 
Ship. It apparently is easier for children to trust him and not be 
terrified by the force he can liberate than it is f6r adults. 

He and the boy visit the spaceship and then go to call on Professor 
Pas sang a Hollywood substitution for Professor Einstein. The pro- 
fessor happens to be out. There is a very complicated mathematical 
problem on Barnhardt’s blackboard which seemingly has left the 
professor stumped. Klaatu takes a piece of chalk and solves it in the 
professor's absence. I have seen magnetronic calculating devices which 
are claimed to dash off a million calculations a minute, so this solu- 
tion didn’t strike me as too amazing. 

When the military establish.a road block and finally catch up with 
Klaatu and kill him, it looks as if our present means of destruction has 
finally eliminated the well-intentioned Saucerian. But before Gort the 
robot can start too far on his rampage, Mrs. Benson, to whom Klaatu 
entrusted the magic words before he died, utters “Klaatu barada 
nikto,” and Gort stops wiping the world off this solar system’s slate 
and goes to rescue his fallen master instead. He carries him inside 
the saucer, sets a current going and Klaatu comes back to life. 

How Much More To Fly? 

The saucer designed for “The Day The World Stood Still” follows 
the generally accepted descriptions of these space ships. The disk 
measuring 350 feet is said to have cost 20th $100,000 to build. ; 

Drew Pearson, H. V. Kaltenborn, Elmer Davis and even Gabrie! 
Heatter are photographed describing the world-shaking news. Elmer 
Davis even goes so far as to.say that this is not just another flying 
Saucer scare; this one is vouched for by the military. 

Messrs. Zanuck, Blaustein, Wise, Tover and Herrmann, as well as 
all those previously named, deserve no end of praise for reaching 
into the heavens and bringing down the most uplifting and most 
believable of Saucerian sagas. I hope Klaatu comes back soon, this 
time in person, as they say in show business. 
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Broadway 


Nate Blumberg staying east un- 


Xmas. 
ul ress Lili Valenty back from 
summer-long Europefn vacation. 
The J. P. (Peggy) McEvoys on a 
low boat to Tokyo for Reader’s 


igest. x 

’s John Springer sqtiring 

R. oe er and Shelley Win- 
roun urope. 

ae and Joe Seidelman’s two- 

month European trip to the Conti- 

nent will be “just to look around. 

Audie Murphy, who appears in 
Metro’s “Red Badge of Courage, 
in from the Coast today (Wed.) for 

Having exhausted the literary 
stockpile, remakes, etc., the Holly- 
wood story market is said to be 

llish again. 

a uie exronk doubling as con- 
ferencier at Le Ruban Bleu into 
Tony’s Caprice to operate the 
cocktail sessions. ; 

El Chice boniface Benito Collada 
in Madrid scouting and signing 
new Spanish talent for his Green- 
wich Village bistro. : 

Milton Berle and “Donald Duck” 
did a two-side kidisk platter (“Un- 
cle Milty”) for RCA Victor, script- 
ed by Steve Carlin. 

Josephine Baker, actor George 
Sanders and film director Alfred 
Santell in from Europe Monday (1) 
on the Ile de France. 

William Meiklejohn, of exec pro- 
duction staff at the Paramount 
studio, here for two weeks on the 
prowl for new talent. 

Al Schacht back from Korean 
tour under Camp Shows auspices 
and stressing increasing need of 


blood-plasma for the _ fighting 
fronts. 
Donald O’Connor, here _ for 


“Francis” film ballyhoo, flew back 
to Hollywood for his Oct. 7 shot on 
Tv's “Colgate Comedy Hour” 
with Ed Wynn. 

Bert Lahr being honored by fel- 
low Lambs Saturday midnight, 
Oct. 20, in the club’s first “seidel 
night” of the season. Jack Wal- 
dron will emcee. 

Publicist David E. Green and 
his bride, the former Jody Ward, 
now honeymooning in Madrid. 
They were married Monday (1) on 
the Isle of Capri. 

John Martin, managing director 
of the Algonquin, leaving the 
hostelry next week—a second exit 
—to take “a long vacation” before 
another connection. 

Bill Danziger, industry ad-pub 
vet, off on a 13,000-mile national 
swing to talk to 3,000 campaign 
directors on special promotion for 
1952 March of Dimes. 

England’s Ben Henry (and his 
wife, Ciss) to the Coast for two 
weeks, thence to Mexico for a 
week, accompanied by Sid Hyams 
(Eros Films), London pix produc- 
ers. 

Ben Serkowich, former Capitol 
Theatre and Columbia Pictures 
—— chief, is in charge of pub- 
icity for Joseph Sharkey in his 
campaign against Rudolph Halley 
for prez of City Council. 

Hy Gardner is of the opinion 
that between “Bagels & Yox” and 
the French singers he’s been shut 
out of things the last few days— 
but he’s waiting for straight Eng- 
lish entertainment to come back. 

Pandro Berman, producer of 
Metro’s “Ivanhoe,” and Richard 
Thorpe, director, are due tomor- 
row (Thurs.) from England, where 
they have been lensing the film. 
Then to the Coast, 

a week. 

Borrah Minevitch, was not fully 
recovered from his recent opera- 
tion at the American Hospital, 
Paris, in time to fly over for his 
daughter’s wedding in  Bevhills 


but got into the U. S. early this 
week, 


Frances (Mrs. Samuel) Goldwyn 
coming in from the Coast Friday 
{9', then off to Paris Saturday to 
see her new granddaughter. Latter 
born recently to Sam, Jr., with the 

. S. Army in Paris, and the for- 
mer Jennifer Howard. 


William Morris agency’s Bill 
Joyce hit the jackpot both wai 
it was the roughest crossing of the 
Queen Mary going over and ditto 
When he flew back.. He had gope 
©ver to handle bookings on eThe 
Big Show” (NBC, Tallulah & Co.). 


Frank (VARIETY) Scully clicked so 
yen on “What's the Story” that 
-uMont wanted him as a perma- 
nent panelist on the TV series. He 
asreed for another this week and 
then back to his Hollywood home 


Dase. Cam 
into Smith. east to put daughter 


_ Irving H. Isaacs (referred to by 
ortune as “one of the four men 
“who made more deals (mergers) 
. ae other inthe U.S.,” David 
ene, prominent in the dissi- 
ro RKO minority stockholders 
toc, and George Markelson, an- 
other Wall Streeter, in a huddle 
©n sundry pix deals. 
none Austrian Consulate teed off 
. Salzburg Marionette Theatres 
ntroduction to Ameyica with a re- 
teption and_ preview last night 

ues.) at Hunter College Play- 


the puppets for America, and their 
Vv. S. 


ebut is on the Ed. Sullivan 
show this coming Sunday. 

NBC’s ties on its stars kayos 
Milton Berle’s stint for the Jack 
Benny (Friars) dinner salute over 
CBS, has cut down on Berle’s 
penchant for occasional midnight 
disk jockey stints; and has also 
kayoed Jimmy Durante from any 
radio-TV plugs for Gene Fowler’s 
“Schnozzola” biog on such literati 
rograms as “Author Meets the 
ritic” and the like. 


Chicago 


Shipstads & Johnson ice show 
opens at the Chi Arena Oct. 4. 
Mary Anna Hampton replaces 








Wilson Weatherly as ad-pub head 
of LaSalle Hotel. 
Ian Keith will do “King Lear” at 


Nov. 7, for one week. 

Mary Ward took over as press- 
agent replacing Al Dazell with 
“Member of Wedding.” Latter 
goes to “Oklahoma.” 

Ralph Kettering doing advance 
for “The River,’’ which opens two- 
a-day under Theatre Guild aus- 
pices at Selwyn, Oct. 16. 

Ethel Waters, here in “Member 
of the Wedding” at Erlanger, ad- 
dressed kickoff meeting of-Society 
of Midland Authors last week. 
Date for “Happy Time” is def- 
initely set as Nov. 5 at the Black- 
stone, with Helmut Dantine com- 
ing in as the lead. Al Spink is 
handling press. 





Reno 


Lake Tahoe spots shuttered. 
Toni Arden in the Mapes Sky- 
room. 

UI’s “Reunion In Reno” preems 
here Oct. 6. 

Harry Richman settled down to 
dude ranching. 

Eddie Fitzpatrick back in Mapes 
stand after divorce. 

Composer Leonard Bernstein in 
for few days on honeymoon. 
Ida Lupino waiting out divorce 
at Tahoe. Clark Gable still there, 
too. 

Georgia Gibbs costarring with 
impressionist Dean Murphy at 
Riverside. 

Kenyon Brown-Don Reynolds’ 
KWRN switches managers. Frank 
McLaurin new head. 

April Stevens skedded for 
Golden Theatre Restaurant after 
“Grandfather Follies.” 

George Moro’s Riverside chorus 
line has complete change of faces. 
He’s visiting Texas State Fair. 
Denver Post’s Palmer Hoyt and 
C. D. Jackson, prexy of Radio Free 
Europe, in town for “Crusade for 
Freedom.” 

Truckee River, where divorcees 
toss wedding rings, cleared of pic- 
turesque island and trees—flood 
prevention. 

Horace Heidt local singing dis- 
covery, Sharon Breech, signed by 
Mert Wertheimer for two-week 
Riverside stint. 


Westport, Conn. 
By Humphrey Doulens 

Theresa Helburn back from “St. 
Joan” Boston tryout. 

Genevieve Tobin here. Ditto 
Raymond Massey from the Coast. 

Buster Crabbe has leased a 
house for the winter at Trinity 
Pass. 

John Tyers has joined Met 
Opera’s touring production of 
“Fledermaus.” 

Gladys Swarthout topping list 
of localités on Faye Emerson's TV 
“Salute to Westport” on CBS (6). 

Danbury Fair opened 10-day 
stand last weekend in sunny 
weather to record-breaking crowds. 

Charles Wagner's touring opera 
company opens long season tomor- 
row (Thurs.) at Norwalk with “La 
Traviata.” 


: Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

“Tales of Hoffmann” had Scot 
preem at Cosmo, Glasgow. 

Tito Gobbi, Italian baritone, to 
sing in Glasg6w in November. 

Tommy Morgan, Scot comedian, 
to Opera House, Belfast, in No- 
vember. 

Documentary pic to be made of 
the Culbin Sands of Northern 
Scotland, 





Noele Gordon_ inked for 
“Humpty Dumpty” at London 
Palladium. 


Newly-formed Scottish Theatre 
Guild planning tour of Scotland, 
mainly with comedies. 

“Gaiety Whirl,” coast summer 
show, moves into Pavillion Theatre 
in Glasgow, next month. 

Hamburg Opera will take the 
place of the Glyndebourne Co. at 





ofse. Bernard L. Schubert has 


next fall's Edinburgh Festival, 


the Loyola Community Theatre, | 


London 


Angna Enters returning to Lon- 
don for two-week run at the Merc- 
ury Theatre, Oct. 22. 

The Variety Club breaking its 
stag luncheon rule this week and 
allowing . members. and _ their 
friends to bring their wives. 

Katherine Dunham and com- 
pany open at the Theatre des 
Champs Elysees in Paris, in the 
middle of October for 12 weeks. 

Lucienne Boyer bookedeby Gino 
Arbib, exee of Jack Hylton office, 
to open at the Crystal Room, Em- 
press Club, Nov. 14 for four weeks. 

Illness of Mary Jerrold caused 
postponement of the preem of 
“And This Was Odd” at the Cri- 
terion last Wednesday (26) until 
Oct. 2. 

George Sanders, Josephine Bak- 
er, Robert Douglas and Robert 
Shackleton among the show biz 
colony to sail on the Ile de France 
last week. 

David Drukker, exec of the 
Charles L. Tucker office, to the 
South of France for a month’s vaca- 
tion and to recuperate from his 
recent gallstones operation. 

Second night gross of the new 
Noel Coward opus, “Relative Val- 
ues,” when it reaches London 
from provincial tryout, will be do- 
nated to the relief fund for. Ja- 
maica. 

Harry Delf's comedy, “The Fami- 
ly Upstairs,” was revived at the 
Embassy, Swiss Cottage, Sept. 25, 
starring Patricia Plunkett, Fred- 
erick Murphy and _ Winefriede 
Shelley. 

Sir Alexander Korda, David 
Lean and Paul Rotha elected mem- 
bers of the British Film Academy. 

Orson Welles turning down the 
Sol Hurok offer for a fall tour of 
his magic act. 

“Wagonload o’ Monkeys,” by 
R. F. Delderfield, being produced 
by Stanley French at the Savoy, 
Oct. 9, starring Jimmy Hanley, 
Rosalyn Boulter, Kenneth Connor. 
It is directed by John Counsell. 

Gypsy Rose Lee signed to play 
some Continental dates next year. 
She opens at the Casino in Oslo, 
Norway, for month of June, to be 
followed in July by a month at the 
China Theatre, Stockholm. She 
then returns to England in August 
to star for Val Parnell in the 
provinces. 

Hazel Scott, who finished her 
two weeks at the London Palladi- 
um, now at the Colony and Astor 
for two weeks. Then she plays 
week at Birmingham and week at 
Glasgow for Moss Empires. She 
then departs for the Continent to 
do a series of concerts. 

Marcella, wife of Frank King- 
don, who just finished successful 
season at the Paris nitery, Vieux 
Colombier, is due in London for a 
debut shortly. Singer gave private 
audition to owners of the Embassy 
Club who would book her if they 
can postpone certain commitments. 

Warren, Latona and_ Sparks, 
who doubled from Bernard Del- 
font’s “Folies,” at the London 
Hippodrome, into the Palladium, 
cancelled the next day due to Les 
Warren spraining his ankle. Act 
was replaced at the Hippodrome by 
Christine and Mole, while Bobby 
Brandt took their place at Palladi- 
um, having to quit Val Parnell’s 
“Fancy Free” revue at the Prince 
of Wales. His place was taken by 
Rey Overbury and Suzette. 





Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 

Primo Carnera planed in for a 
series of wrestling matches. 

Paul Muni in town from his pic- 
ture location in Tirrenia, Italy. 

French actor Andre Lugall ar- 
rived from Paris for two film as- 
signments. 

Dorothy Miller Cater, daughter 
of Gilbert Miller, living here for 
few months. 

Delta Rhythm Boys played one 
week at the Casino della Rose, 
open-air nightclub. 

Georgia Simmons, Broadway 
eharacter actress, here for a vaca- 
tion. has had two Italian pic offers. 

Joe Bellucci, from Chicago radio 
and TV, is directing the dubbing 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Paul Flame. 

“Smilin’ Through” Edyth Bush 
Little Theatre's bill. 

Harry James and orch at Prom 
Ballroom for two-nighter. 

Macalaster College Theatre of- 
fering “The Silver Whistle.” 

Russell Nype underlined for 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room. 

Burl Ives at Hotel Nicollet Min- 
nesota Terrace for a fortnight. 


St. Paul engagement at Audito- 
rium, Oct. 9-14. 
“Mister Roberts” pencilled into 





local engagement. 


Fox, singer George Dewey Wash- 
ington and comic Benny Ray. 

_ Lyceum gets Olivia de Havilland 
in “Candida” as first of Theatre 
Guild-ATS plays week of Oct. 31. 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
Rosalind Courtright for her third 
engagement with Carl Sands’ orch. 

Norman Granz “Jazz at Phil- 
harmonic,” ineluding Ella .Fitz- 
gerald and Gene Krupa, set for 
Auditorium Oct. 12. 

Hildegarde, who had held Hotel 
Nicollet Minnesota Flame Room 
record, set another new high for 
attendance and receipts on engage- 
ment just closed. 

First two of “Don Juan in Hell” 
three nights at Lyceum sold out 
four days ahead of opening, with 
seats remaining only for Sunday 
afternoon and evening. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

Ginger Rogers sharing spotlight 
_— the Veep in Community Chest 
rally. 

Dinah Shore seen on Capitol 
Hill being squired by Bill Vaughan, 
assistant to the vice-president. 

NPA film boss Nathon Golden 
and his frau currently in Canada 
for Variety International midyear 
powwow. 

Arena Theatre, town’s repertory 
theatre-in-the-round, teeing off its 


second season this week with 
“Julius Caesar.” 
Rita Dimitriou, Greek chan- 


toosey, returned to Old New Or- 


leans, scene of her last season’s 
click, after a five-month tour of 
Europe. 

Dorothy Hammerstein in town 


decorating the Australian Embassy 
while husband Oscar was revamp- 
ing revival of his “Music in the 
Air’ at nearby Olney Theatre. 

Variety Club of D. C. joining 
with American Federation of the 
Physically Handicapped Educa- 
tional Fund in sponsoring local ob- 
servance and kickoff luncheon (8) 
for national Employ the Physically 
Handicapped Week. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Tony Ortale, Homestead disk 
jockey, off for Italy on vacation. 

Ted Goldsmith back in 
ahead of Nixon opener, 
Pan.” 

Pianist Mildred Hugo into Mon- 
tefiore Hospital for minor opera- 
tion. 

Bobby Brannigan 
backstage crew of 
Aisle.” 

Ed Leary bringing his own ice 
show into Club Belvedere on Mon- 
day (8). 

Film Row was saddened by death 
of Maude Mazzei, who ran the eat- 
ery there for years. 

Mary Morris back teaching at 
Tech after flying trip to Germany 
with Judith Anderson in “Medea.” 

Harold Lund, manager. of 
WDTYV, and his mother have moved 
to another Mt. Lebanon apartment. 

Marion Morgan, who just closed 
at Penn with Frankie’ Laine, 
booked into Copa for week of 
Oct. ZZ. 

Ginny Conwell, local ballerina, 
on two network TV shows, Paul 
Whiteman program and “Hit 
Parade.” : 

Sammy Schwartz, Sam Levene’s 
understudy in N. Y.’s “Guys and 
Dolls,” flew home over weekend 
to visit his folks. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 
Club Ebony is changing policy 
and will hold shows for one week 
only. 


Bernie Cummins’ band _ has 


“Peter 


has joined 
“Two on the 





Eddie Heywood Trio into St. | 


“Skating Vanities” plays second | 


| pacted Dottie Malone, vocalist for 
| Chuck Gordon at the Wagner Ball- 
| room, 

| Max Gordon and Marlo Lewis 
'eame to town for the local debut 


on “Yvonne la Nuit,” Italian film. | (27) of the Andrews Sisters at La- 


tin Casino. 

Larry Darnell, headlining at 
| Club Harlem, reported (27) for his 
| pre-induction Army physical and 
| was rejected. 

Pvt. Eddie Fisher headlined an 
| hour-long show in Gimbels Audito- 
rium (28) to celebrate the “Youth 
Crusade for Freedom.” 

Rodney Sturgis, pianist-singer at 
| Lou's Moravian Bar, has been 
signed by Columbia Records and 
waxes the first side (his own com- 
position) Oct. 19. 

Clark Bros., just back from Lon- 
don, headed the initial bill (29) 





to the Two-Four Club, the mid- 

town’s largest private club. 
Norman Granz’s recent sellout 

(22) of “Jazz at the Philharmonic” 





Lyceum week of Nov. 7 for third | at the Academy of Music has led 


him to hire the hall for a return 


Curly’s has exotic dancer Sunny / booking Thanksgiving night. 


Hollywood 


Martha Vickers divorced Mickey 
Rooney. 

Mikhail Rasumny in Mayo Clinie 
for checkup. 
_ Robert Newton applied for Amer- 
ican citizenship. 

Robert L. Lippert returned from 
TOA convention. 

S. Z. Sakalls celebrated their 
3lst wedding anni. 

Sam  Zimbalist 
Acapulco vacation. 
_ Mike Mahoney recalled for duty 
in U. S. Air Force. 

William Girard in the hospital 
for a brain operation. 

Homer Rodeheaver in 
make a religious film. 


heading for 


| 
town to 





town | 


which brought entertainment back | 


Raoul Walsh celebrating his 40th 
year in motion pictures. 

Robert Buckner lecturing on 
' film technique at UClA 

Jack Benny will emcee this year’s 
| Press Photographers’ | 
| Teet Carle in town 2» 
| at Paramount homeoffice. 
| Ginny Simms to Phoenix for a 
|; Personal with “Dise Jockey.” 

Andrea King will become an 
American citizen this month. 

Marjorie Reynolds filed suit to 
divorce John Wesley Reynolds. 

Marie Wilson bought Norman 
Reilly Raine’s house in the hills. 

Tom London started his 46th 
year as an actor in “High Noon.” 

Donna Reed and John Derek to 
Oklahoma City on a personal tour. 

Sid Rogell named head of the 
TV section of Permanent Charities 
drive. 

Robert Young to Chi as guest at 


: 10,days 


National Safety Council’s annual 
dinner. 

Wade Crosbys celebrated silver 
wedding and 25 years as film 
players. 

Wild Bill Elliott in town after 


winding his rodeo tour at 
cana, Tex. 

Arlene Dahl to Fort Worth to 
entertain the Texas Oil Drillers’ 
convention. 

Richard Tomkins to Mexico City 
to discuss film deals with Miguel 
Aleman, Jr. 

Sid Solow conducting a course 
in photography and_ laboratory 
work at USC. 

Col. Nathan Levinson honored at 
luneheon given by Harry M. and 
Jack L. Warner. 

Ava Gardner hospitalized’ in 
Santa Monica with virus infection 
and low blood pressure. 

Dore Schary guest speaker at 
dedication of Culver City’s new 
$3,500,000 schoolhouse. 

Carey Wilson to San Diego as 
keynote speaker at National Se- 
curity Traders’ convention. 

Bill Pine and Bill Thomas lined 
up seven-city personal ballyhoo 
tour for their “Crosswinds.” 

Jane Russell and Alan Young 
will entertain at RKO _ Studio 
Club’s annual dinner-dance. 


Corsi- 


Curtis Bernhardt going’ to 
Europe on story hunt when he 
finishes “The Merry Widow.” 


Fred Zinnemann’s documentary 
on Orthopedic Hospital was atcept- 
ed by Museum of Modern Art. 

Edward Arnold celebrating his 
43d year as an actor and his 97th 
screen role in “Belles On Their 


Toes.” 
Geoffrey Shurlock in charge of 
the code administration offices, 


pinch-hitting for Joseph I. Breen, 
who is in Spain recuperating from 
recent illness. 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blod. Montparnasse ) 

Singer Juliette Greco on new 
bill at Chez Carrere. 

Daniele Delorme is joining the 
Comedie Francaise Co. 

Medrano circus has a new bill 
but retains the Schuman eques- 
trian act. 

Pierre Louis Guerin bringing 
|““Holiday on Ice” to Paris at the 
| Palais des Sports. 

Irene Dunne to Luxembourg and 
Scandinavia before returning to 
Paris on way home. 

Georges Guetary suffering from 
| Klieg eyes. They were made worse 
by use of wrong medicine. 

Paulette Genevoix, head of the 
;Music Shop, telling Robert Q. 
| Lewis about disk sales in France. 
| Muriel Lawrence heads cast in a 
/picture Phil Ford is currently 
shooting on the Bal Tabarin show. 

Actor Robert Pizani, organizer of 
ithe “Nuits des Vedettes” in the 
| Tuileries Gardens, getting a Legion 
of Honor. 

Katherine Dunham to open Oct. 
| 19 in Paris at Theatre des Champs 
Elysees. Follows Rosario and An- 
'tonio run there. 

Jean Louis Barrault-Madelaine 
Renaud Co. taking 31 tons of bag- 
gaze and props to London for ap- 
| pearance there. 

Elvire Popesco and Herbert de 
Mallet will send a “Clerambart” 
company, headed by Jacques 
Dumeny, to North Africa. 

Anne Vernon, after completing 
shooting of “Clementine” in Lon- 
don, to do “Genevieve de Brabant” 
with Razzeno Brazzi in Rome. 
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Chambers of Commerce, because 
the trip down is done in such a 
way that if you don’t need to rest 
and recover when you leave Paris, 
you will by the time you get to 
Nice. They don’t turn on the air- 
conditioning until the passengers’ 
faces have begun to look like the 
egg-plant stall at the super-market. 
After an hour of this you get a 
few whiffs of the oxygen you're 
flying through, then they hand you 
an apertif, and tell you you'll soon 
be eating a deljcious lunch. Re- 
vived by this just slightly beyond 
the -comatose, you sit up a little 
. . . at which point the ‘Fasten 
Your Seat Belts” sign goes on... 
but in two languages, thereby, 
creating the only known epidemic 
of multi-lingual heart-failure. The 
hostess, with the manufactured 
sincerity of a TV’s woman’s pro- 
gram, says there is nothing to 
worry about. At least, that’s what 
you think she says... she speaks 
in two languages, neither of which 
she seems to have mastered com- 
pletely. She then crosses herself 
hastily and glides into the pilot’s 
cabin . . . presumably to find out 
if the plane really can stay up 
without motors. Shortly thereafter, 
lunch ... carefully timed to reach 
you just as the ship starts crossing 
the mountains Alp by Alp. This 
is a quaint conceit that enables 
the airlines to yse the same lunch 
trays for at least 50 trips and get 
a good 90% of them back un- 
touched. All of which, as noted, 
is carefully planned so that when 
you finally do get to Cannes, you 
are in no condition to do any more 
than nod weakly when they tell 
you the price of your hotel room. 


Strictly F. Scott 


The life as was lived here this ' 
year could only be understood by 
F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald. 
Prices are sky-high ... except for 
food, which is cheaper than in 
Paris . . . lunch for four at the 
Carlton is about 6,500 francs ($20) 
... and for the same meal at the 
George V in Paris, you’d pay at 
least 6,600. Thé life in general on 
the Cote d’Azur always seems to 
have been planned by the script- 
writer for an early Joan Crawford 
film, but this year it’s more 
“There'll be war tomorrow and 
here we are out of gin” than ever. 
Cocktail parties, dinner parties, 
even, God help us, nude bathing 
parties. You can’t turn around 
without falling over some obscure 
bit of minor European Royalty, 
whose claim to his title is about 
as secure as wet Kleenex... the 
Duke of Windsor’s yacht is forever 
dropping anchor in the Bay... 
and if you went up into the hills 
overlooking Cannes, you'd be sure 
to find Lot’s wife turning to salt. 

As for who's here actually ... 
Farouk, of course. He’s been here 
so long people are talking about 
tearing him down ana putting up 
something more useful... but he 


























is the only genuine king available, 
even if he does look about as regal 
as the local vet dressed up for 
Lodge Night. And a certain Queen 
and Princess are very beautiful, 
if you like women with mustaches. 
For the rest, every evening around 
eight the cocktail lounge of the 
Carlton looks like Romanoff’s with 
palms ... the Jack Warners, the 
William Orrs; Jeanette MacDonald 
and Gene Raymond stopping brief- 
ly en route to Eden Roc; Beverly 
Nichols, the older girls’ Noel 
Coward; Salvador Dali, who always 
had two busboys standing by with 
fire-screens for his mustaches when 
he smoked. 

The Cannes version of the “Battle 





Riviera Rover Boys 


Continued from page 2 





of Flowers” corresponds in hysteria 
and general abandon to a January 
White sale at  Gimbel’s... 
Josephine Baker and -+Charles 


Cannes Casino 


bier in Juan-les-Pins . . . Sonny 
... the one remaining Dolly Sister 
is still around (as is the movie 
version of her and her sister’s 
life) . . . and honest to Lastfogel 
the other night we even saw Elsa 
Maxwell. 
Austerity Ahoy! 


made us very curious about who 
started the rumor that there are no 
rich Englishmen. At the last 
count, there were some 25 yacht- 
sized yachts anchored at the jetty 
here...one was the Royal Egyptian 
job, five or six were either South 
or Central American, there was a 
sort of converted dinghy flying the’ 
pennon of the East Overshoe, L. I. 
Yacht Club, and all the rest were 


Trenet have both appeared at the | 
... Sidney Bechet | 
et l'orchestre are at Vieux Colom- | 


Tufts was here a couple of days| 


Among other things, Cannes has | 


| bes been variously a church, bur- 
lesque house, vauder, legiter, film- 
house, etc. 

For the past several seasons, the 
Bushnell Memorial, an endowed 
cultural palace, has been the only 
British. Our hotel is convinced | local presentation spot for legit in 
they face bankruptcy if there are | Hartford. A bad house for legit, 
less than eight Rolls-Royces parked | it seats about 3,000, with a good 
in front of the door...Bentleys and | share of the seats spread out over 
Cadillacs have to use the Service | one floor. It has averaged three to 
Entrance... in the (gambling) | four shows a season, most of them 
Casino, British pounds flow like | of the spectacle type. 
real money...and one hotel has Previous Blackout 


gone to great expense to bring Because of its non-profit type of 
from London a chef who can un-| operation, the Bushnell manage- 
dercook everything the way the | ment has never made any real at- 
British like it. tempt to book continued legit. Be- 
Those Galas cause of the construction of the 
Apart from swimming, sunning, | house, many shows have skirted 
gambling, and shredding the repu-| Hartford and the Bushnell (the 
tations of your friends, the main | only available spot). The combina- 
occupation here is the giving of or | tion of the two factors above, plus 
going to Grand Galas. A Grand | unwillingness to buck the Shubert 
Gala, you'll be no further ahead | Theatre at New Haven, has practi- 
knowing, is where a group ofjcally kept a permanent blackout 
celebrities whose names are known on play presentations here. 
from one end of their own living- Back of the new venture, tenta- 
rooms to the other, pay from 1,000 |tively tabbed New Parsons The- 
($3) to 5,000 francs ($15) a head,|atre Group, are Philip Langner, 
and spend the evening listening to | Charles Bowden, and Nancy Stern. 
a Cannes orchestra play “Tea for | Langner has been general mana- 
Two” till their saucers slop over. | ger of the Westport County Play- 
Grand Galas always end up with | house for several years. He is the 
little islands of celebrities sur-|son of Lawrence Langner, co-foun- 
rounded by a sea of nobodies... | der of the Theatre Guild, and Mrs. 
which in New York would be fine, |Armina Marshall Langner, execu- 
because there the theory is to get|tive producer of the “Theatre 
all present so loaded they won’t | Guild-of-the-Air,” radio show. 
know for two days afterward how | Bowden has been stage manager 
bored they were. But here amus-|for the Lunts and was associated 
ing conversation does (in theory) | with Tallulah Bankhead and Lynn 
what Martinis do at home...which} Fontanne. Miss Stern is executive 
is a pity, because in Gotham, after | secretary for David O. Selznick and 
everyone has belted down a couple | an indie producer in her own right. 
of Martinis, the first one who A kickoff dinner at the Hartford 
comes in and says “Good Evening” | Club Oct. 8 will get a subscription 
is immediately given the reputa-|and publicity drive under way. Mrs. 
tion of being the Dotty Parker of | John Lodge, wife of the Connecti- 
the occasion. Well, we went to a| cut governor (an ex-actor) and her- 
Grand Gala, given to benefit maybe | self a former dancer, is honorary 
Farouk knows whom, unless it was|chairman of the drive. Alfred 
the children who were orphaned | Drake, Walter Abel and probably 
when their parents died of a sur-| Tallulah Bankhead will spearhead 
feit of Grand Galas, and we are|the opening drive dinner. Law- 
now able to report that such oc-|rence Langner and Theresa Hel- 
casions are the most exquisite form | burn of the Theatre Guild will also 
of torture since the Spanish In-| be on the guest rostrum. 
quisition boys were playing the Staff for the New Parsons in- 
Madrid-Seville circuit. And  it|cludes Hal Wyse, house manager; 
wasn’t because we didn’t know| Lorraine Hansberry, treasurer; 
anybody.. .it’s taken for granted if |Chilton Ryan, assistant. treasurer: 
you get there at all that you knew | Ralph Lycett, public relations and 
everybody, otherwise somebody|subscription director. Aaron 
might find out. that not only does} Frankel is New York rep for the 


nobody know anybody, nobody/| group, which is planning a legit 
also gives no durn whatsoever. We| wheel. 


were spoken to or nodded to by so 
many people, our heads began to 
go like Olivia de Havilland’s in 
“Snake Pit.” Several people spoke 
to Carhartt because they thought 
he = Orson Welles (which brings 
up the moot point of who they|are reportedly threatening not to 
think Orson Welles is, and the even | hook theatre parties in the future. 
mooter point of who Welles thinks 40 ‘Wagon’ Parties 

he is)... we were allowed the un- In the case of ,““Wagon,” there 
speakable joy of seeing Aly Khan|are reportedly about 40 parties 
moodily schottisching with a|booked, amounting to over $200,- 
blonde, and we decided he looks | 000 gross, both figures having been 
just about the way a man ought to|reduced a bit when the show's 
look who let Rita Hayworth go out | opening was postponed two weeks. 
of his life... we saw somebody who | However, party agents say Cheryl 
was either Broadway Rose or Yogi | Crawford, producer of the Alan Jay 
Berra in drag... and we were as-|Lerner-Frederick Loewe musical, 
sured by at least 85 people that it} has made an unprecedented offer 
was only a matter of seconds be-| of increasing commissions slightly 
fore the D. and D’ess of W. arrived. | on the benefit bookings to cover the 
Since we've always wanted to ask/|extra cost of mailing, ~« printing 
the Duke how he got those eyes phone calls, etc., due to the delay. 
benedict, we thought we'd better Although “Banana” has _ not 
ay out before we began another changed its opening date, the shift 
in Sait Senne on tae a of theatres has involved revision 

A . : ; 
wanda 36 Gr baa ~ of the entire party schedule, which 
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“Banana” (32), “Faithfully Yours” 
(32) and “Gigi” (20), 


As in the case of rumored post- 
ponements, theatre bookings shifts, 
etc., party agents say it’s prac- 
tically impossible to get producers 
or general managers on the phone, 


house seat situation: Frequently, 
days go by with switchboard op- 
erators saying the producer or 
manager is “in conference” or at 
rehearsal. 


In contrast, managements knock 
themselves out trying to persuade 
agents to sell theatre parties for 
forthcoming shows that appear to 
need boxoffice help. It’s a cinch 
to get them on the phone or ob- 
tain any reasonable cooperation 
then, it’s claimed. But under such 
circumstances the benefit organ- 
izations, which naturally look to 
make a cleanup on hits, aren’t in- 
terested in’ trying to get charity 
rates for tickets to a prospectiv 
flop. ' 
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Unions’ Burn 
Continued from page 67 


against Equity, possibty ousting it 
from the industry-wide advisory 
group. However, there doesn’t ap- 


pear to be much the other unions 
can do to force the actor organiza- 
tion into line. 

In the Broadway theatres the 
stagehands, musicians and team- 
sters have real power, but juris- 
dictional conflict against Equity 
would be risky under .the Taft- 
Hartley Law, even if such a course 
were otherwise practical. The 
other unions involved in the setup 
are figured pretty much incidental. 

Barn Failures 


In the strawhat field and, to a 
somewhat lesser extent with off- 
Broadway legit, Equity is the only 
union with effective power. Stage- 
hands and musicians have been 
making sporadic attempts for sev- 
eral years to organize the barn 
circuit, but with virtually complete 
failure. 


The Assn. ef Theatrical’ Press 
Agents & Managers also started an 








last summer, and will continue the 
effort this fall and winter and next 
summer. But its success has been 
spotty at best. 

On two occasions in the last few 
months the question of mutual sup- 
port among unions represented on 
the Fact Finding Committee has 
arisen. One was when Equity re- 
fused to support the ATPAM in the 
latter’s dispute with George Brandt 
over employment quotas for the 
subway circuit. The other was 
when the stagehands indicated a 
willingness to pass an ATPAM 
picket line around the Booth, N.Y., 
when Herman Shumlin’s produc- 
tion of “Lace On Her Petticoat” 
was being set up. 


Previously, efforts by stagehands, 
musicians, boxoffice men and press- 
agents-managers to enlist Equity’s 
support against the strawhats met 
with refusal. As one Equity mem- 
ber expressed it, “If they can’t get 
to first base in organizing the field, 
it must be because they have no 
representation there. In that case, 
there’s obviously no need for them, 


which means they have no right 
there.” 





is estimated to number 

Naples and from there to Capri. | 40 dates and nearly 450,000 in 
Rome, we can tell you authorita- business. The amount of work in- 
tively, is great if you like foun-| volved in rebooking the dates, re- | 
tains, tombs, churches, palaces and calling all the tickets and re-dis- 
——— We are now back in tributing a new supply based on 

'S. the different seating capacity of 

Corinne Calvet has just walked i 4 

by and the report is that the large —_— ee ee 
object in the bay is either Toots 





: ) While producers and _ the 
gol = an a. submarine. managements are inclined to ae 
alos ver find out, we'll let you off party agent gripes about the 
; increasing number of house seats 
withheld, the problem is appar- | 
ently a tough one to explain) 
\to benefit organization members. 
Since house seats are generally |! 
a ney 3 locations, it means 
lat man i yhi 
way tryouts, with presentations on j top chatty dae seaenih ane seas 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays|drawn. The difference frequently 
(four shows). Other casings are ex-| comes to as much as $500-$600 in 
pected to go a full week, with| revenue from a single house for 
matinees on Wednesdays and Sat-| the benefit group. According to 
= House will be dark Sun-| the agents, it is practically impos- 
7S. sibl i i 
“New Parsons” tag was annexed ima ae 


situation to benefit officials. 
_to the Center due to the old Par- The house seat withholdings 


| Sons Theatre here. That house was|tend to be five i i 

, a noted test house for the Shuberts| large as a few eae — it's 
and others for years before liquor | claimed. Thus, where most shows 
came back. It was eventually con-| used to have only four or in some 
demned and torn down. Since then | instances six Seats held out, the 
Hartford has been fed a lean dict | number is now frequently 30 or 
of legit. The Federal Theatre Proj-| more. For instance, the house seat 
ect, plus two or three other abor- | holdouts for some of the incoming 
tive attempts at stock, never filled 

















Hartford 
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St. Louis 


Continued from page 67 


tips furnished by Beisman, the 
rags, at their own expense, send 
features writers out of town, to dig 
up stories of stars in pieces sked- 
ded to play at the American the 
following week. 

The downtown American is with- 
in one block of parking lots and 
garages, that can accommodate ap- 
proximately 5,000 automobiles, and 
six bus lines pass within two blocks 
of the theatre. This situation is a 
trifle different in the location of 
the Empress, in midtown, where 
parking lots, though probably as 
numerous, do not have the capacity 
of those downtown. Two heavily- 
travelled streetcar lines and two 
bus lines are all within a block or 
atwo of the Empress. 

The critics, Herbert Monk of the 
a. m. Globe-Democrat and Myles 
Standish of the p. m. Post-Dis- 
patch, also double in reviewing 
films. Monk is the more liberal in 
his reviews. Standish wields a 
caustic typewriter. What influence 
either has on playgoers is question- 
able. St. Louisans are canny and 














benefit shows include “Lo d 
the wants of the city. The Center| Let Love” (32), “Wagon”. 34), 


follow New York reviews printed 
in the local rags. 


organizing drive. against the silos | 


New Acts 


auuns Continued from page 62 ——' 
carrying trick in wheelbarrow 


let alone get them to modify the] Style is a fine finish. 


. Worth inspection for TV, ete. 
tii _ Trau, 


DE SANTES TRIO 
Dance 

5 Mins, 

Palace, N. Y. 

The De Santes Trio (one femme 
two males) operate in the Mexican 
acro-dance vein. Actually, the boys 
are more on the regulation bal. 
ancing than terping side. The gal 
is a blonde looker who’s in there 
largely for dressing; her chief con- 
tribution outside of acting as man- 
handling prep is a_ cross-stage 
whirl. 

The lads are good on feet-to- 
shoulder and catches.* Attractive 
black and-white getups put over 
the south-of-border atmosphere, 


Trau. 


SPEED KINGS (2) 
Tap Dance 

5 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

The Speed Kings are sepian 
hoofers operating as a typical post- 
overture act. Their tap work is 
fast and precise. The tall mem- 
ber is in the eccentric groove, his 
partner specializing in splits and 
acro chores. 

They bring on two chairs for 
razzle-dazzle leaps and wind with 
rapidfire acrotaps. 

Okay for general situations. 

Trau. 


PAUL & ROBERTA BRADY 
Comedy Acro 

5 Mins, 

Palace, N. Y.. 

This mixed duo have a wide as- 
sortment of knockabout antics 
which they manage to develop 
within Palace-ordained limited pe- 
riod. Using a Paris cafe setting 
and pit music in kind, they do a 
run-through of terps and tumbling. 

The femme’s best is one-foot 
flipping. Male’s sock bit is a spin- 
ning top launched from prone po- 
sition, seguing into side somer- 
saults for a self-knockout finish. 

Trau. 


























_Continued from page 72 


ment or worse,” Kolodin claimed 
that they had “the relation to art 
that lavatory limericks have fo 
poetry.” “Ballet has lagged far 
behind the other arts in its refliec- 
tion of the child’s concern with his 
intimate organs,” he added, ‘and 
seems to be embarked on a helter- 
skelter pursuit of the usual self- 
revelation.” 

Then Kolodin let go with a stun- 
ner. “While we're at it,” he ended, 
“‘Jet’s face the fact that most of 
this intense preoccupation with the 
clash of sexes is expressed by and 
through a segment of society which 
has no actual concern with it... 
Methinks it is not the lady, but the 
laddie, who doth protest too much.” 


Theatre TV’ers 


Continued from page 1 














a percentage of the gross for all 
such programs and, to the exhibs’ 
thinking, that would be cutting up 
the melon in too many pieces. 
Theatre ops concede that the top 
sports events, such as a Robinson- 
Turpin fight, will pack their houses. 
But, they claim, such events are too 
few and far between. Attractions 
with less marquee lure, such as last 
Wednesday night’s (26) Saddler- 
Pep fight, at best draw only the 
fight fans, and theatre TV, to exist, 
must build as variegated an audi- 
ence as that which buys tickets for 
regular films. In addition, exhibs 
oint out, theatre TV must be able 
present a change of pace on oc- 
easion, which is not _ possible 
through concentration on fights and 
football games alone. 











Baseball Fever 


Continued from page 1 jaa 


Jewish Rosh Hashana holidays from 
Sunday night to Tuesday sundown. 

Latin Quarter filled up for the 
Monday dinner show. The newly 
opened Gilded Cage, which chad 
been doing from 300 to 600 night- 
ly, did somewhat better. 

Sugar Hill, opening tonight (Wed.) 
with an all-Negro revue, is expected 
to add to the competition for 
Broadway transient trade. Harry 





Steinman, who formerly operated 





the Latin Casino, Philadelphia, is 
the Hill’s boniface. * 
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